News

by Hlancestry

https://www.news papers.com/image/353663543

The Noblesville Ledger (Noblesville, Indiana) -

Mon, Sep 14, 1925 -

Page

6

Downloaded on Feb 5, 2024

RECOLLECTON
OF NES BALOV

Rev. Frank Brown Recalls
His School Work At
Westfie!d

Editor Ledger:
Announc t of the death of
‘Dr. james%wm has stirred in
me recollecticns of my boyhood
days. 1 was not more than seven
years old when James Daldwin
and his wife taught a summer
term, = “subseription school,” at
Wabﬁeld The school-house stood
in an open space, a shoit distance
north and a little east of the
‘Methodist church. It was a plain
mmg, painted white and
of a large lower and
room. The latter was not
and furnished until sev-

eral years later.

I have a distinet recollection of
the interior of that old down-
stairs school-room, the platform
:;le which stoOdf the l%elcher sbciiesll:

expanse of well worn black-
boards on either side, the discol-
ored mpa and charts that hung
on walls, the water-bucke..
that stood on a Ybench in a con-
venient cormer with tin cups, one
for the boys and another for the
girls, and the clumsy wooden
pophrw u'msttedo{,i th(i:;‘n,t srg:lde dof
pain ue y dis-
figured by the vandalism of their

|

mischievous occupants who carved
en them all sorts of grotesque
images and designs. There were
a few smaller cesks made ot
walnut. These were intended for
the younger pupils, and 1 wa:
proud to be installedl in one of
them,

I remember also that there was
a glohe on the teacher’s desk that
showed distinctly ait the impor-
tant geographical features of the
then known world, and in connec-
tion with it there was a bax that
contained wetal images of the
plants, irees, anlmars and races
of mankind. These were highly
magnetized and would adhere to
the globe when placed in the
zones and countries to which they
belonged. That globe with its ac-,
companying specimens of life on
the earth was an object of untir-
ing interest to me.

With the imperfeet facilities a*
their command, Mr. and Mrs.
Baldwin wrought wonders in that
little field of primary education.
They had the spirit and intuitions
of successful -teachefs, I have
always held them in affectionate
esteem. They were among my
first and very best teachers.

I wonder how many of James
Baldwin’s old pupils are yet living
in. Washington Township?

Frank G. Brown.

(Editor’s Note—Rev. Brown,
who is now living in Indianapolis,
was a son of O. F. Brown, pioneer
resident of Westfield, who died
two or three vears ago at the
age of 94. Rev. ‘Brown was a min-
ister in the North Indiana M. E.
Conference for many years.)
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