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Budget adoption

Planned

fts in the township’s

199l7ﬂlncnl -

municipal budget compared
to year's fiscal document were
the subject of a report delivered at
this week's Township Commuttee
meeling ?’ Business Kdmmmlm
Timothy P Gordon

for public
tion at the Comnuttee's meeting at
8 p.m. Tuesday night.

On the up-side of the ledger,
Mr. Gordon noted this year's
budget would include a $347, 149
payment from the Joint Meeting
and $456,439 from the state in
rosd grants. The Joint Meetin
payment represents a return o
money paid (o the regional sewer
system for various capital
improvement projects that were
constructed under estimate.

As a result of the sewer and road

. the special item line in the
revenue section of the budget 1s
nearly 70 percent higher in 1997
lhll: it was last year, Mr. Gordon
said.

The business administrator also

that due 10 an increase in
court fines and additional interest
on i the pal
will be receiving approximately
$202,000—nearly 10 percent
T&m—-lhu year than it did in

The 1997 budget 1s scheduled
and final adop-

Several

Tuesday

Short Hills' expansion project and
md the $325,000 in rujl which

rtment is anticipating dur-
ing dl‘?\;7 “should remain :lady
for the next three years ™

Another revenue drop spot-
lighted by Mr. Gordon included 2
reduction of $131,051—4.2 per-
cent—in state mid.

In the review of budget expendi-
tures, Mr. Gordon reported police
deéunmenl costs were up
$260,120—6.5 percent—over last
year, fire departments costs were
up $87,897—2.9 percent—public
works costs were up $83,544—2 5
percent—and library costs were

budgeted at $22,600 this year, an
increase of 1.5 percent.

Baming any I1th hour changes at
next week's meeting, the 1997
budget will provide total spending
of just under $26 million, an
increase of nearly $1 million since
last year.

The new budget calls for a 2-

int rise in the municipal tax rate.

e school tax rate 1s officially set

al seven points higher than it was

in 1996 and Town Hall 1s estimat-

ing the county rate for the current

ear will be a single point higher
a year ago

combination of municipal,

school and county costs resull in a

d 1997 real estate tax rate

, how-
ever, are at lower levels than a
year ago valuation.

Mr. Gordon reported that this
year’s budget contains a 23.5 per-
cent drop 1o building department
fees, He attributed Lge decline to
the completion of The Mall at

of $4.31 per $100 of assessed

fr the projected rate 1s
correct, the 1997 property tax on
the home as: at $204,000—
the average assessment—will be
$204 higher this year than it was
n 1996,

_ Staff photg
AN ILL WIND—Friday morning’s br
snapped a tree limb which in turn Snapped several
electrical lines which in turn ign:
lawn of a home near the corner of Oid Short Hills
Road and Glen Avenue. Traffic was diverted from

the area until electric utility crews completed

Winds down limbs,

Town rolls
back FEMA’s

flood plain

It took nearly a balf-year more

The “thing™ in this case is an
officially designated flood plan mn
the northwesterly section of the
" The oo

The plan designation was
approved, qudlmrly. by the
'IPownlhrp Committee last Decem-
ber under arders from the Federsl
Emergency Management Agency
(FEN’A

mci
The Jénquh;:, which affected

sdministening the national Mood
insurance program and, among its
duties, charts flood pluns across
lh’Uan States. i
If it produces a

a flood plain, .m 2 Jed-nl
mandate that the mumcipality ia
which the plain 1s located

ood insurance snd without that
insurance, the federal government

Richard Drive, Athens Road,
Sparta Rosd, Robbins Lane,
Lawrence Dnve and South Orange
Avenue, was opposed by the
majority of homeowners, the
municipality’s own engineerin
department ll;dP'VQ by the N

hibits the sale or the refinanc-
:n( of the properties within the
plan

The flood plain sction was bul
ane of four ordinances introduced
st Tuesday's Committee meeting,
all of which are scheduled for

lic heanng and final passage at the

D
tection’s Office of Flood Plan
Mansgement.

Restdents’ ob were based

g body's June 17 session

" The second of the ardmm'::-
thorizes e

muoduﬁ-‘,dm.:en $370,000 »

on fears that the flood plain desig-
nation would adversely affect the
values of their properties and
FEMA's requirement that any

ty in a flood plain be cov-
mﬂoﬂdmmmrml

sale or a refinancing action.

protest” and 8 FEMA

“expeditiously” review data

In approving the designation,
Commsll:-a members made clear
they were doing so “under

mised his agency would
live pro ol

bonds to provide financing for (he
conllruc‘;:ou of handicapped
sidewalk ramps throughout the
municipality and Americans with
Dissbiliies Act improvements al
the town swimming , road-
work on Hartshorn Dnve from
Minnisink Road to White Oak
Ridge Road and installation of

and mp
ments on Old Short Hills Road,
Although the ordinance author-
izes the sale of bounds, Com-
ﬂﬂ'"-‘..

L]

limbs d ' o B gy it

Own mr es department. Depending upon the 45id as he introdu
outcome of that review, Robert 4rdinance, muni

It was a bad week for GPU school a8 well as at homes 00 | Raynolds, FEMA's New Jersey gapici g ;

Energy and -’Iud week for  Short H presentative, said in December,

LY
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