1439 FEESE A \ y g %
AMERlCAN SOCIETY OF ClVlL ENGINEERS_

£ pahy gl g

| THE COLORAﬂO RIVDR PROBLEM i

214 Ie

e babibe 5 oS

5 v S eeppiin DT £

To BE PRESENTED AT, THE FIFTY-FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTIQN OF THE Socm'n,'
PASADENA, CALIF., JUNE 19, 1924, 4., ot e

il m,H*[-
%0 12 frepessy
y ls not responsib’le for any statethent made or opmion expréss(ed ¥
;=i 70 inyitsi publications. astarfeabhy e ars

Shf ! fig o ;,-w—._s_”,_, ul
Pt Qenopsig i

So much has been'vmtten and spoken on ‘the ubJect ‘of’ 'the CoTorado Rlver

in the past few years that perhaps the grea‘test need’ at présent is an jmpartial
digest of the facts and a‘n e:st1met(er bf “fHe probabihfles._ 'I}hs paper attempts
to give both; it a‘lso prese‘nts some’'as ‘et unpublished studies of flood protec-
tion, Water supp1 , irrigablé areas,’ “and’ power demand whlch afe important
factors in'any study of the Colorado.” Finally, it- Sets forth the salient features

of a comprehensive scheme of development and points out the lmes on ‘which
act1v1t1es of the Federal Govemment ‘should Be dn'écted ikl e
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The Colorado has its sources in the melt,mg, snows of the mountains of f.he >
Oontmental Divide. | Its drainage basin has an area Qf nearly 250 000.sq. miles
and covers parts of seven States. . Its.delta, is:in Mexico.through:which. it
flows to the Gulf-of California. : Development, mostly irrigation, has gone
forward uip to the present with little:or no thought of a.comprehensive use of -
the entire river. - Fortunately, what has been done will not interfere materially
with full use of this great water resource, but ;in view iof the large projects
under consideration it is important that a general scheme of deyelopment. be
adopted and that;supervision be: exerc;sed to require future developments to
conform -thereto, - Such, supervision can' be exercised under. existing laws by
co-operation between the Federal, Governmernt, and the. seven:interested States. o
~ Although-many additional jdata .on, stream: flow,;ilocation, qnd,-,chara,e’qer of
irrigable lands, dam sites, etc., are needed before | details ‘of the ultimate
development can :be, determined, Jeuﬂic;‘ent Anfprmatlpn,,ls ava;lable to deter-\'
mine the general scheme msofar as that 15g ,ngeessgyy, [for the conmderatlon £ y
pro;ects now, advoqated.x Pt U,,,;, wolt, Ty ; o _Yn::J ;
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The essentml features o_f a. comprehens e plan' of o
Oolorado are dete;:{n 1 ed by ‘topographic con
: '_ﬁ”of%he"’tﬁam rivéf“vﬂ.ﬁﬁ
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