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By JOHN F. CARLAN 'then started a gang .fig.ht which 
. . sent hi1n to the hospital with- a 

To 1nost p~opre,. "River. Joe'' sl~shed throat. . . 
\1/as just ~ name. '.1;19 thE\f-~lic~ . "Rivet Joif' was not, by anY, 
officer$. of 1-<~~ . Veg.~~' . Ihver stretch . of the police re-~ords, ~ 
Joe'.' w~s. a de~inite pain :in t~e I good citizen. But~ he was a har9 
n~k.- But tp th~~e ~J10 }ol10M7- 1 worker, when he worke.d. H€ 
ed the ,construc!:OD: of Boul~~r ! \Vas on the job from the time the 
qam,: "R,iver 1.0~ • : ~vas; ~~,, spirit l' first d;rill· was µu1tch~d- i.nto tho 
of . the, "<;9n~tr~ctio1: St}.f# • \V~O l \o-iredng sides of Biank ~a:nY01: 
sweated. an~. tq_iled. _1n th<-; broi\- j and h-e was there the d~y fr,2sr 
i_ng sun :af the desert~ so that the I de'nt Franklin Pelano R'oosevel 
job_. might go forw~r~. I dedi<!ated. the dam. 

There Wa5J:?-'t anyone who Good · citizen ~r not, "Rive: 
knew "River Joe" who would e~ll Joe" w~s the •spirit :of. the ",:=on 
him a model citi:zeh .. "Riv~r Jo~e" struction stiff_,". and that spirit ha. 
just 'didn't. fit into_ the socia_l pie- been captured forever . in th1 

ture. Ii'ow.ever; ~het: ~h~re wa~ steel and concrete 'of the '-'bigges 
work to oe do1~e, '·J~hver Joe • engineering job in the world"­
was there to ~o. 1t, ,a1;_a ~~~::.e~~: I Boulder 'dam. ' . -~ , . . 
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