"River Joe"', Spirif of Boulder Dam
Had Colorful Career During Project

By JOHN F. CAHLAN
- To most people, “River Joe”
was just a name. To the, police
officers. of Las Vegas, “River
Joe” was a definite pain .in the
neck. But to those who follow-
ed the construction of Boulder
dam, “River Joe” was the spirit |
of the ‘construction stiff”
sweated and toiled in the broil-
ing sun of the desert, so that the
job ‘might go iorward

There wasn’t anyone who
knew “River Joe” who would eal-l
him a model citizen. “River Joe”
just didn’t fit into the social pic-
ture. However,

work to be done “River Joe”

was there to do 1t and he neverl
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who |

then started a gang fight which

isent him to the hOSplt’l] with, a

slashed throat.

“River Joe” was not, by any
stretch of the police records, ¢
good citizen. But,he was a harc
worker when he worked. He
was on the job from the time the
first drill was punched into the
' towering sides of Blank Canyon
and he was there the day Presi
dent Franklin Delano Roosevel
dedicated the dam,

Good citizen or not, “Rive
Joe” was the spirit of the “zon
struction stiff.” and that spirit ha

when there was i

{ been captured forever in th
steel and concrete of the “bigges
engineering job in the world”—
Boulder dam.
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