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Vogt 12

In an attempt to protect themselves, workmen began to dip
their canvas hats into tar to make them hard. Known as
"hard boiled hats", this is thought to be the birthplace of
the idea for the invention of the hard hat .38

Workmen. in the diversion tunnels had different worrjes.
They had to cope with the constant presence of carbon
monoxide'gesvandlsmoke. Trucks carrying debris entered and
exited the tunnels twenty four hours a day, seven days a
week. The carbon monoxide gas omitted lingered in the
diversion tunnels, because there was little chance for it to
escape Accordlng to Thomas Nelson, a workmen in the
tunnels, .the carbon monox1de was "so thick you could cut it
with a hacksaw, we used to come out of those tunnels with
splitting headaches".¥ Many‘workers became seriously ill_
from the gases. However, Six Companies Inc. often refused
toipayicompensation; stating that the illness was pneumonia.
Accordiné to many workmen, to receive compensation, a
workmen.had to die on the work site not in a local
hospital.® A number of workmen filed suit against Six
Companies Inc., but‘could not prove that the gases within

the tunnels had caused their illnesses.

38Lala Beardall, to Joseph Vogt, 25 February 1998, transcript in the hand of
Joseph J. Vogt, Elkhorn, Wisconsin.

39Shemeligian, 5D.
*Dunar and McBride, 100,
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In response to reports of illness due to carbon monoxide
gas, the Bureau of Reclamation sent a team from Washington
D.C. to investigate. Nothing of substance was gathered and
not a thing was done to remedy the problem or provide
compensation to workmen and their families.4! The constant
presence of explosions in the tunnels to remove rocks also
created lérgé amoﬁnts of smoke. This, combined with the
carbon monoxide gas, made work in the tunnels extremely
harsh.

According to many workmen, the most dangerous condition
they encouhtered was the lack of concern for safety, on the
parf ofigix Companies Iné.} construction accidents were an
everyday occurrence at the dam site. There was no safety
officer and workers had to look out for their own safety.4?
rather

Supervisors were more concerned about productivity,

than_the safety of their workers.

41Dunar and McBride, 99.

42Thomas C. Nelson, to Joseph J. Vogt, 25 February 1998, transcript in the hand
of Joseph Vogt, Elkhorn, Wisconsin.
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