Velma Swales,
85; hiring boss
at Hoover Dam
in the 1930s

By JEANNE FREEMAN BROOKS
Staff Writer

Velma Levon Swales always did
have a mind of her own. And gump-
tion. As personnel director at the
Hoover Dam construction site in
the '30s, she didn’t take to married
construction workers gambling
away their paychecks.
~ So, her brother Carl Clark Sr.
~said, Mrs. Swales would inform
each man, “If he didn’t give hls
money to his wife, she would pay
the man one-fourth his earnings and
mail the rest to his family.”

- Mrs. Swales, 85, died Dec. 15.
Friends remembered that she liked
being called “a tough little tiger.”
s —Swales 'and her brother
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