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Man Who Caught Body Falling 
From Dam Arrives Here; 
Says He Acted by I nsti net 

"I looked up-I don't know why 
-an,t saw a man hnrtltn~ 
thronch ~pace. I ~nvu"it out 
from thP. sldP of thf' ell ff. 
strctchP.d m:v arm!il and \\7HAM 
-I had him!'' 
In those words. Oliver Cowan. 23, 

high scaler on 'Boulder Dam, yes­
tP,rday told of his dramatic t·escue 
of B. B. Rutledge, a Government in­
spector, who, losing his hold on the 
rope from which he was dangling 
675 feet above the rocky gorge, 
plunged downward. 

The feat that saved Rutledge 
from a terrible death happened last 
Tuesday morning. 

HAPPENED IN FLASH 
"It happened In a flash," he 

1Jald. "I \\'89 workln( on th~ side 
of the cliff. about 650 feet from 
the bottom of the gorge. When I 
Aaw Rutledge falling. 1 didn't 
think-I Just acted." 

.. Shucks," he added, (rlnnlnr. 
·•t11ere wasn"t anythln~ heroic , 
about It. It was Just Instinct.'' ~1 

But his fellow employees and Laa j 
Vega.a citizens thought differently 
A move is under way at the d~m­
l'ite to present Co\\·an with a goldJ 
medal. And his employers. Six 
Companies, Inc., insisted he take a. 
vacation aa a raward; hence hla I 
vlalt to Lqs Angeles. 

LOST IDS GRIP t 
• I 

Rutledge was \\·orklng at Look-, 
out Point, where a small valve ! 
house wu being painted, when he 
lost h1a grip on the rope and hur­
tled toward the yawning abyss 
below. Cowan wu protected only 
by 1af ety tackle. I 

"When J crabbed Rutledre we 
L---••-•L. -
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