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E. F. .Trefethen Jr., 86, Executive 
Who Had Role in Hoover Dam 

~y BARRY MEIER • pany for Kaiser's many industrial 

Eugen~ F. Trefethen Jr., an indus:.. operations. 
trialist and ph~lanthropist • who In .1931, he was the executive as-
played a role in the building of the sistant to Mr. Kaiser, when work on, 
Hoover Dam and the San Francisco- the Hoover Dam began and traveled 
Oakland Bay Bridge, died last with him during the years the, 
W~dnesday at his home in Napa, projec.t was being built on the Colo--
Calif. He was 86. rado River in Nevada. In 1934. he 

Mr. Trefethen's careei·as an exec- was named vice president and direc-, 
utive with Kaiser Industries paral- tor of the Industrial Equipment 
leled the company's growth from a Company, ~ Kaiser operation 
minor construction concern into a· form~d to sell the heavy equipment 
·worldwide mining and industrial en- th_at Kaiser had bo~ght to 9uild the 
terprise. His principal role at Kaiser f oundati.on · for the San Francisco-
was to put. the P.lans of Henry J. Oakland Bay Bridge. , 
Kaiser, the company's founder, into Mr. Trefethen retireq in 1979. At. 
practice by making • finan·cial ar- that time, he was named an hono~-

. rangements, organizing construe- · ary lifetime· director of Kaiser Alu­
tion of new plants -and taking care of , minum and Chemjcal, the l{aiser 
other behind-the-scenes work. Foundation Health Plan and the Kai-

Eventually, the company estab- ser -F o~n~atio~ Hospitals. 
_ Jished-theltaisei: Per..manente•·Medi•-"·- -~::A.fter-hisL-retir~t~ t 

cal Care Progr~m, the- largest. pri- a soo:acre.Napa Valley estate. His 
.vate healt}) care; delivery· ~ystem in son, John Vance T.fefeth~n, and, 
the world.. ·daughte~~in-law, Janet Spooner Tre-r 

Mr. Trefethen also helped to found fethen, ·established the Trefethen 
th~ Walter A. Haas Scflool of Busi- W~nery i~ 1973. _ r 

ness at the University of California . Mr. T!efethen r~ceived many hon-· 
at Berkeley. ors, iQ~luding _being named Business 

"Trefethen was the financial and · Statesman of the Year by the Har--
man~gerial genius whQ turned Hen- vard Business School in 1~90. He ,vasu 
ry J. Kaiser's dreams into reality," also the -first recipient of the Alexi~ 
said Corn·en C. Maier,. a ·retired de· Tocqueville Society Community-
chairman of the Kaiser. Aluminum Philanthropy Award of United Way 
and Chemical Corporation. in 1985. He Was named Alumnus of 

He was born in Oakland, Calif, In the Year in 1979 by the University of, 
1926, while still a student at the Uni- California at Berkeley. Aj 
versity of California, he joined Kai- In addition· to his son, he is stir-· 
ser Aluminum and Chemical, initial- , vived by his wife, Catherine; a.. 
ly working as a sand-and-gravel la- daughter, Carla Jean T. Saunders of 
borer. Over four decades, he rose San Francisco; two sisters, Carof 
through various. executive jobs, Trefethen of Oakland, and Dorothy. 
eventually becoming president of Dodds of Wa1nut Creek, ·Calif., and 

aiser Industries, the holding com- four grandchildren. ________ , ·: 
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