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Adelicia Acklen died in 1887 and was entombed in the Acklen vault with her first two husbands 

and her children. Her statue, The Peri, was moved from Belmont's Grand Salon to the vault. 

(Tennessee Historical Society) 

on Wednesdays from three to five O'clock 

at their home, 5 Iowa Circle," 163 the Evening

Star reported in late December of 1885. In 

an interesting show of independence, or 

perhaps restlessness, and maybe boredom, 

Adelicia left her life-long Tennessee home, 

re-established herself in the nation's capital, 

and soon became a part its society circle. 

In doing so, though, she also left behind 

William Cheatham, and while the couple 

never divorced, Adelicia Cheatham' s move 

renews questions as to why she opted for 

this marriage in the first place. Cheatham 

sold Belmont and its acreage in 1887, and 

most of her other Nashville properties, and 

with construction of her new Washington, 

D.C., home well underway, she and Pauline

Acklen traveled to New York to select and

purchase its furniture and finishing accesso­

ries. While there, Adelicia Cheatham devel-

oped such a severe case of pneumonia, the 

Evening Star reported "members of her fam­

ily in Washington have been telegraphed 

to go to her." 164 After a brief rebound, her 

health declined rapidly, and on the evening 

of May 4, 1887, at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, 

Adelicia Hayes Franklin Acklen Cheatham 

died. 165 Her remains were transported to 

Nash ville and her funeral held at the First 

Presbyterian Church. Construction on the 

Acklen v:ault in Mount Olivet Cemetery 

was completed in 1884, and there Adelicia 

was laid to her final rest with members of 

her immediate family.166 

"I wish there had been a visitor's 

Book at Belmont for no celebrity who vis­

ited Nashville left Belmont unvisited," 167 

William Ackland wrote years after the sale 

of the home where he spent his youth. A vis­

itor's book, a diary or two, a more extensive 

collection of letters-the things of which 

historians and researchers dream-any of 

these would help develop the picture of the 

woman sketched in this essay. With the 

information provided here though, as spot­

ty as it is, that image begins to come into 

clearer focus. Adelicia Acklen was an elite, 

wealthy, white woman living in the antebel­

lum South, to those points there is no argu­

ment. But she was also a wife, a mother, a 

daughter, and a sister who loved her fam­

ily, celebrated their joys, and suffered their 

sorrows. She was an astute businesswoman 

who understood the well-being of hundreds 

of individuals depended on her, at wartime 

and in peace, and was determined to pro­

vide it. And she was a patroness of the city 

she loved, although she was often unappre­

ciated and misunderstood by many of its 

citizens. Adelicia Acklen, as revealed here, 

is an ideal example of nineteenth-century 

Southern white womanhood. She should be 

appreciated for the contributions she made 

to the history of Nashville and the South, 

and remembered for far more than the big 

pink house on the hill. 
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