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In truth, a diploma from Ward
Seminary equaled that of a high school
education until after 1910, but the school
never made false claims. As early as 1892
the Annual Announcement stated, “We
make no claim to a university curriculum,
only modestly calling our work COLLE-
c1aTE; still, we do say that our course of
study is as comprehensive as any school
in the South.”™ Perhaps because of the
challenge of accreditation, as well as the
growth of curriculum, faculty, and stu-
dent enrollment, John D. Blanton pre-
pared for the possibility of a move or
merger in 1912.

By that point, Nashville had grown
considerably, and many new schools
and colleges had opened. Belmont
College for Young Women, Vanderbilt
University, Peabody College for Teachers,
Nashville Bible School (David Lipscomb

University), Meharry Medical College,
and Fisk University were all located west
of downtown. As both were all-female
academies, Ward Seminary began talks
with Belmont College for Young Women
in 1911. It considered the move because
Belmont’s large campus had greater
potential for physical growth. In 1913
the two schools joined forces, and Ward
Seminary relocated to Belmont (located
within a mile of Vanderbilt University
and Peabody College for Teachers). This
development further cemented West
Nashville as an attractive destination for

higher education and middle/upper class

neighborhoods that served and benefitted
from local colleges and universities.
Ward-Belmont educated young
women on college preparatory and col-
legiate levels until after World War IL.
In the spring of 1951, the Tennessee
Baptist Convention purchased the school.
Belmont College reopened the follow-
ing school year under the auspices of the
Tennessee Baptists as a four year co-ed-
ucational institution. Presently, Belmont
University continues the musical tradition
of the conservatories of Ward Seminary
and Ward-Belmont. The college prepa-
ratory division of Ward-Belmont, which
closely resembles the mission and pur-
pose of Ward Seminary, reopened as the
Harpeth Hall School, in Nashville. The
Harpeth Hall Schoo! has matured to
become one of the most prestigious all-
girls prep schools in the nation. It cele-
brates and recognizes Ward Seminary as
its primary institution, and therefore will
observe 150 years of excellence in wom-

en’s education in 2015.
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Seminary emerged as a premier school for young
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