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Sunday Afternoon 
Fraternity Visits 

By Emmie JaebM McDauld 
Tbe highlight of moat of our 

week's pleasure was the eagerly 
anticipated visit of the frater­
nities to your's or a friend's 
house-Mary Wade, Mae, Carrie, 
Frances, Jo and the n!!st al .our 
"group" would apead eacllma 
hours OD the telephone dilcuaing 
whose house would be cbalen 11111 
Sunday aftemooo. We burriedly 
left our respective sorority 
meeting to await what wouJd 
hopefully be the fraternity visit. 
Can you remember the thrill al 
all the cars arriving and the boys 
tumbling out? Tbe "old men" 
would bring the younger -
along .to introduce them. I 
remember Nelson Bryan owned a 
beautiful classic Model-T. Jobn 
Barton, Nelson, Elmer Davies 
and I would crowd in for a drive 
to Percy Warner~- At the fut 
clip al probably 10 miles an 
hour-of coune the trick in thole 
fun days was to aever be ob~­
ly pinned or involved with one 
beau. Tbe more the merrier and 
was it a great game to play-! 
The fraternity visits were 
especially interesting because 
you not only avoided being tied to 
one boy but never to one fraterni­
ty. Tbe dances, hayrides, IWim­
ming parties were IN much fun 
lo miss. Tbe visits would last for 
a couple al hours, then back home 
and study until another glorious 
weekend I remember .the 
realities ol Monday lllOl'Ding and 
school. The Club House at good 
oJe W.B. WU the meeting place 
for us all to share the good times 
9:nd sometimes disappointing 
times of our weekends. Maybe 
we, in U- days, lived for one 
weekend to the next. We ran in a 
group, both male and female, 
with a good many activities. 

0ne or the highlights a1 the faD 
was Billy Waller's annual 
possum hunt. There was always a 
big ham fire with weiners," and 
marsbmellows to roast and cokes 
and cider to drink. We actually 
had the dogs chase a poasum 
< whether planted or real, it didn 'I 
matter J because we always treed 
our possum. 
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aeo-whlch Is "" drange, - - of us - ..... old ht ovr 
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Erwin Smith, who Is the Rnt of III to.a.a.. our Nrth,.,... who 
-W hewe ~ ,-t-.ther dieptw 111-1i1s19ry. 
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• A 'Yoatbhtl' Sa&arday Night E,.._. 
._, MaeElbalNA ta111we11· we were lucky-.h.CP 1ee-

Saturday wu our one hil m,bt cl thole "ladies" ilttinc In an 
out <so tolpeakl duml time war llpltairs window, who~ 
years. I •• very popular, b' would -ft to au we pu■ed 
-,eclaJly od weekends, --- ilDlrly t,y._i wblcb point Duct 
I possessed the three-top -- Reary would mue a dive for tile 
tials. Nl.imbar 1. ay 911 e■r ·(a ,Door-but I bad to 'keep my cool' 
Uled I.Ill Plymoutb. i--door, • I wu ckivinl. After a niie 
maroon, with good lira, -.I aD when lbe policestartlld i-trollin& 
can in thole days were dull eal- ~-more~. - b■d 
ors, black, grey, i.-n, dart le re■ort to a milder ud lea a-
peen or blue, maroon wu _,. citing pastime, llldl u draping 
lideredquiteracey, (Jan Hamp- Ilea witb toilet paper, -.Dy in 
ton's light blue Packard CODYerti- lbe yards al 11:tm mata that -
ble wu the emy al all>. didn't like-better kMWD u 

I lived in Millwood, wbidlwu ■ "aquares" today. Alsou a diYer-
warking farm then, located .. lion, It ~ be fun to drift 
Harding Road and therefore 1111 around at nipt ud look for 
the streetcar liae (wbicb is paint llpted 1111udge pots in eamtruc-
lllllllber-2J. tion aras, that we would pick up 

Hillwood was IUbdivided after ud lllOft to another spot. 'Jben 
the war and became "llillwood for time al • who IODletimes 
Estates" -n ltn!els being am- bl our nerve, u a Jut re■on -
ed for family, friends ■ad eauJc1 sit in my mother's "study" 
places-Greeley Drift u a ud listm to victrola _.__ 
Horace Greeley-Hickory Valley Well, time man:bes on, and 
Road for the farm where my tbese times did pus, but then we 
grandfather wu boni-Wilaonia thought we were having the 
for m_y great-grandmother, 4'time al our IIYs"-maybe we 
WillcJIH>rice Circle fGr a c1oae wre, u ~ is relative. 
frleml, Edwin A. Price,-SelllerTy 
Road for the Sedberry 1lotel in 
McMinnville, w1Mre my pud­
fatber often ate Sunday ka:b. 

Point 1111111ber I wu that I bad 
B Pl ration tickets w1liell alloted 
me a few mere p.llma of ps fGr 
numlng the ICbool ''IIDat-4111" to 
Ward-Belmont - a ftlllt. But 
back to Saturday night. ·We all 
gathered at my be-. (Nda get­
ting there the belt -)' they 
could). There WU 1111 pairing off, 
and I bad to be lllll'e tb■t there 
was enough ps In the Plymouth 
to go aomeawere escitinl---«ber­
wile I would have bad to jultltay 
home alone with my two younger 
llilters, which was a "fate wwwe 
than death" (I still to tllia day 
get Saturday llilbt '-·> 

One ol my vivid memorif!II of 
bigh acbool wu ps rationing 
durm& w.w n.1 always aeemec1 
to be trying to get fl"Olll home, 1111 
Franklin Road to the west side o1 
town where "everything was ~ 
ing on" I wonder tr any 
youngster al a Belle Meade Club 
member today would want to go 
swimming and •t -lunch at 
BMCC enough to catch the ill­
terurban bus into Nashville ud 
~er to the Belle Meade bus. 

u I .... lucky enough to haft a 
date 1111 lbe weekend, I ~ 
a.led to fine a place to spend 
Gie night that "wasn't so far out" 
umybome. 

Also a happy part al these fun. 
filled years were the house par­
ties we periodicially attended, 
Deannie Hart Boteler's family 
had a marvelous ccuntry house at 
~idgetop. This was a lovely 
ISOiated community SO or 80 miles 
north or Nashville, where many 
old Nashville families llled to 
"summer" ·many years ago. 
Deannie's house was large and 
rambling with a porch all around. 
The boys slept in one dormitory 
type room and the girls in 
another We mainly laughed, ate 
and shared a close comradery. 
Never was there beer, pot or the 
tragic temptations to man- the 
happy innoence or u- times. As 
my life has broadened from the 
shelter of love or family and cJose 
friends or those four happy years, 
I treasure the opportunity I bad 
to have "passed this way." I 
know that the close ties we all 
established one to another are 
everlasting. As our lives have led 
us along different paths, I never 
cease to be grateful that when op­
portunity brings us together Tbe 
ties are still strong and tight! For 
this, we are all extremely for­
tunate and I for one am grateful. 
P.S. Mrs. Souby would give me 
my usual "D" in English for poor 
sentence structure and grammar 
in !Jlis. 

As I recall, the replan In the 
"group" were me (May 
Caldwell), Mary W-mn, Carrie 
ProctQr, Mary Louiae Zamone, 
Deanie Hart, Lavinia Joor.a, 
Elmer Davies, Duck Henry, 
Nemon Bryaii, ~i! a-~. 
Bee Hunter, and 1111 rare occa­
sions Emmie Jacksoo and Mary 
Wade. (Tbey USUlllly bad dates 
with boys that bad can, putting 
them in a very enviable poaition. l 
Now for the moat daring and 
adventurous in the group, the bii 
Saturday night escai-de WU to 
pile in the Plymouth <at least two· 
deep> and drive 
downtown-behind the State, 
Capitol, and cruise around in .the 
Red Light District! Gay Street, -
being the most wicked area. This 
was terribly thriIIiDg especially If 

Mother bad a blue 19S7 or 111311 
Plymouth that - al us named 
"The Warren" This name came 
from a movie about a ~­
tloned old b■ttleabip ( al the ume 
mme J and al Its heroic perfor­
mance al duty through many bat­
tles. Tbe car wu well named as It 
llerftd .. nobly through the en­
tire .... ,.,. .. 

Slumber parties were always 
flm. I remember the pretty ....... 
11)' 1DWD1 we Uled to have. My 
mother made me a beauty with a 
rolled and whipped eyelet ,ate 
edpd In beading with blue rthbon 
nllllliD& through ll Samt one 
-.Dy bad a llumber party after 

. - of the fr■lenlity or IONl'ity 
dances, bat I can't ever 
remember sleeping very much, If 
at all. That bu not changed too 
'1uch the kids of today! 

._, Levlllia .,_ ........ 

High School Fraternity Dances 
., 1-.- DarnU boped for and desperately 
• 0.-W.y • wanted the biggest orchid 

.Ulicipation 1111d planning wbetber white or purple. Tbey 
alwQS ran hip wllm it - time 'ftff the hil status aymbol. No 
fGr _,_ to uk me to bis WODder we DOW IIIUally prefer 
hternity ~! It llllalJer flowen. 
- a ar-t challeap to be pre- There were many preparations 
■-It at moat al the ._ to be made for the hil DiCht, like 
tlmlifore; YoU liad to have ~ leaving your hair rolled up as 
"friend" In aeveraJ fratemltim. .. .. pcaible-like all day and 

J'be nm bi& problem, after you Dilbt--1111, bow horrible to sleep 
r■D■ived ,... illvltatiaa, - .. thole rollen! The second re-
-■t to_, Tbia problem kept quirement for being "gorgeous" 
m all escited and in a -iant fGr that speci■) nipt wu to wear 
ltate Ill planning far orilinall. 1111 make-up all day IO it would be 
There - only IO muy c:alor'II very fresh or al least it WU a real 
In the miDbft but _,. lirl Improvement when you applied 
waDted a different lbade or hue that very deep red lipatrick after 
...... _ ....,._ lli■t that, pale WOl'II look all day. 
~ lie unicp! ud llreatb- Bowever, at dear old Ward Bel-
t.ailS. Tbia .felie If cn■IIUDI fllllllt it wu a little different. We 
about bolifut ~ - half al caaldn't _, make-up to lcbool 
Ille full. Mother ud J would aybow. 
spe■d 1toar■ . ia Caln- GGinl to and from the dance 
Slou-downtown-or eourse, - a matter for ar-t planning. 
-- It - lbe only -· 8eJec.. Wbo would you doul>Je.date with~ 
._ 1■ce, -, --. ......, Tlai■ wu a matter of great im-
fatmn .. ml)'lblna for the hil parlance and your date tried to 
apectaadar! please you. You IIIUally double-

After ■electlnl ,_.. dream dated with one of your •ood 
-taial you took -it to ,_.. frimMII or one al your date's good 
drssmaker ud after Retching friends. 
ud mud> apleini11, ,... Cl'N- To 111m it all up in one impor-
tian ... ■tarted. It took at least t■nce Rllllence, your date really 
lwoorlhreefittinplllldwbenthe -■n't that important-just so 
1111■1 pnduct - r'Ndy it wu a you IOI to go to the dance -..nd 
reabqueeze toevmget itintotbe danced the night away, wllil lill 
b■c:t ol yulll' car became you b■d Ille~ )'OU knew! 
llllmlt &ve • u CNllatiDe pet. 
~ts to put in fir■t. It always 
-ry to tnmport-.e 
~lies b■c:t and fwth fGr 
l■dl .fittial beca- the lea8tb 
lad to be perfect lor ar dancinl. 

A personal note I •i&bt 
■tld-as my moat time­
-un+nc -:re■tion, a white net 
._ with appliqued leaves • 
Ille ltirt. This was ID lie worn 
when I led the Grand Marcia at 
lbe Delta 5ie. Only one llipt pro­
blem that night-I bad the Gtr­
man meules. Naturally, I looked 
like a red speckled pup in a pale 
white ~ did I itch! But 
tbe thought GI staying home 
■ever crcaed my mind u It did 
my mother's. 
D■ncing, that ... the aciting 

part-you bad to work your way 
Immediately to your spot on the 
dance floor Mine happened to be 
right apposite the b■lcooy at the 
Belle Meade Country Club. It was 
ileceuary for everyone (males 
that ill to know where you were. 
Vou naturally •anted to bave 
,_ ■o your line al stop could 
cut in . GIi you. Naturally you 
didn't want to dance with anyone, 
■o matter i- fond al him you 
mlpt be, mere than a minute! 
That wu the ,__ for i. 
breaks 11111111Iy four or five. 1bis 
•as a hil lhill8 too! You UBUally 
filled them with your other cur­
rent boyfriends. Some "madly in 
love" girlfriends might fill them 
witb their one true love but that 
wu very rare for IIIOll of 111. We 
certainly wanted to play the field 
.and - Nubville-tbat being 
Candyland, the dances and all the 
mcvies! 

One other very important 
aspect ol high school dances was 
the Grand March. The officers al 
each fraternity were the leaden 
and their dates were the reci­
pients of bouquets al roses or 
some other exotic fJowen wblcb 
later •ere 1111111lly pressed bet­
- two encydopediu for safe­
keeping. Old flowers and old rib­
booa were big dust catcber& in 
their large cardboard box under 
the bed. 1bis box ■lao held other 
flower treasures such as cor­
sages received for dances. We all 

Deanle's bouR •• always 
IJustllng-tbe family bu more 
llrains and energy! JI WU 8 
speci■J treat to be Invited there. 
Molt of III remember more 
tbin&s that happened at Deanie 's 
than Deanle does! Jo Doubleday 
recalls most vividly the mar­
ftlocll meals that were aerved 
there especially the ea killes 
with peppermint ice cream and 
the cbocolate sauce pa-i in a 
lilver gravy boat by Rosa. 
Deanie says she i& essentially a 
bookkeeper not a book writer­
but does say: 

ReprdiDg the two areas you 
addressed to me. 
1J All I remember about my 

birthday party at Mr Fitz Hall's 
private <train> car i& that it oc­
curred at sometime during gram­
mar school years. I thought Aunt 

Martha might have more vivid 
recall, but she was in Boston dur­
ing that era and didn't even 
known it had taken place. It came 
about because Elizabeth Hall was 
my godmother I couldn't name 
one invited guest. I am fascinated 
to know who recalled that event. 

2) Ridgetop-off the top or my 
bead, my fondest memories are 
entirely family oriented. My im• 
presaion is that you are seeking 
peer group nostalgia. <We did 
have a marvelous houseparty 
there in the Lindsay home in the 
IWIUller of 1942! 16 people, 8 boys 
and a girls. i 

The one item in your letter Iha t 
bas haunted me js "what a Sun­
day afternoon sorority meeting 
was like" A SAP meeting took 
y!ac-e at ~.Ir house on Sunday 
afternoon, Dec. 7, 1941. Over 37 
years later I am still appalled by 
whatever lack of dimension in 
our lives-r just provincial .obli­
vion-permitted us to meet as 
11111111 two hours after Pearl Har­
bor was announced. Two or our 
acquaintances running off and 
marrying at an early age caused 
more flap in our group than any 
national or international happen• 
enings. I trust our horizons have 
expanded since those days. 
Deanie (Lucy Page Hartl Boteler 


