
Entertaining wu done at hame 
<ar • parents' farms) and In 
crvwds. Every car was filled, 
'With smaller girls siUin& Oil boys. 
laps. We even enjoyed boulepar­
tHs at the IAlllllDer' lllllnes ol 
parents. How they fed eur bardes 
with food rationing, I can't 
fathom. But we always bad·fun 
lllld never stopped eating. 

We visited friends and relativs 
in neighboring towns via train 
and bu& accompanied by Im 
chickens, dnmt aoldien and 
whatever. . 

We never, never lhaugbtaf fear 
of robbery, lllllltatation (1111 -
ever tried to pick me up> lllll we 
weredepriYllllallCJilll...,_ 
11111 Saturday ID daylipt to_.. 
and Cndylaad - IDeemln's ... 
lWICb became Camp ForrNt 
IIOktiers - in tbe ltreetll. 

Moralll:.lt - ~" if 
• a girl rode C111 a boy's lhoulden In 
the BMCC tnrimmin1 pool iD a 
game al "Maa o'War" 

Today, lffl, - tile .. ., 
• RN&s, I wonder what 'ftlll thru 
the mind al a ClB'taiD black 
Pullman parter -- __. 
Nashville belles and I llomled 
tbe ni8bt train to Cllicalo to at­
tend the winter eamiYal .at 
SJMA. Our parents pat Ill Oil tile 
train with mteea .....__, and 
boxes made for ooffm .-ns 
(courtesy Joy's FloriltllJ 01111tain­
ing our bouffant net evening 
~ and c:nllGliD petticoats. 
n-e lix girls, bolls, and lix­
teeo suitcases bad to 1et tuis to 
cbance stations iD Cllicqo vying 
with· all the sailors at Great 
Lakes &Del IClklier1I from. FL 
Sheridan. m ta board aDOlher 
train llllrihward. Since all Win­
ing males - in tbe service, 
Red Caps were at a premium; 
taxis and drives dillreputabie. 

But undaunted at 16, we board­
ed Car lr14 al i:..H's lligbtly 
pullman to Cllicago. When 111Y 
father saw that the president al 
Fisk University bad the upper 
berth above mine, be .,., to 
1UW10W11 statue of his 5'10" 
frame and IUllllD&rily "c:nmed 
the palm" of the uniformed 
porter with a hastily drawn S5 bill 
with the admonition ''take care of 
my little girl." 

Today, I cringe at the thought. 
But at that time, there wu no in­
tegratioo except OIi train or in-
terstate buses. . 

The Belle Meade Theatre, built 
in llHO, became the outer limits d 
our Saturday daytime world. 
There was no Green Hills Sbapp­
ing Center Hillsboro High sat ill 
a wilderness of wooded hills la la 
the mural on its stage). Bellevue 
was rural country and ao wu 
Brentwood. .. : . .. :, 

FOCUS-WORLDWARU •. ':~ 
PRE TV YEARS • ·•·• • 

Loewi, and Paramount. (Betty 10 years aft« my graduatiCIII 
Grable wu queen there.> from Ward-Belmont Pnipara~ 

The high ICbool acawitie& were • School <Mill& Annie Alliaon'1 
recruited for all patriotic fuDc- . fini1hing • school for young 
tion&-mbering at .fund.railing ladies), ad fGUDd that due 111 
Gala& for Bundle& for Brittain, .-st-war pniaperity the tuition 
'War Bond rallies at Belle Meade wu the same in dollan. 
Tlieetre, IIWllling a Red er- · •· My bope for our dlildren, and 
Booth 1111 <llurcb and Capitol 9111' legacy to future generations 
Bml. for Red er- Blood.._,. • we can bestow tbe warmth d 
Saturdays. . . ' fut frieoclllhips and admiratiall 

Dates-the boys aald $1 lad 1D •ver tlle years-acrou 
_.it.Two cauld go tea_... ,ael&bborlloocu, .·,ellarcb 
aad ltap at Candyland OIi WNl 4eeommaU.., 'ldlool5, NCial 
Did, but an imuraDce tlDClllift «1•niut1-, alllletlcs 1111d 
IDld you to anly •t cncbn ad •-tian pwpa - bew ad 
-ter. A cbocalate .,__. _. aJa,ed. ·•.·· :• 
wake the budget. M lleUie Bay's • • If oaly - lla'ft IBltiW In 
• millimumdlulewlli•Jllt. .._ lf!IIS'llmll tbe love, .. 
aad yau ate potato cbipl 1111111 .JGrt, • pn,tection and caring f• 
_.. llll Dilbl•-ltap, _,.. au._, wellaw-,rilr 19oallllp 
c.ld dance lo tbe jablla. .,.,... ,, 

·Saow. bollday1 we IMlff1' • n wai a "sreat llfe", ud 11111 
a-. If we had Md -,. a-'111am God! Far ll'lltefally, 
lrinlen, Mary lAuile ,Z.- :Jie spared Ill tD·lffl! ca udwrite 
Flautt wauJd lave bem fficted Jllil t!Pic- " - • 
from the book..-,or tllat 11111 The - blot • _. p,rioul 
mweway hmpaved> wu GIit el jlip ICbool years - .tbe m al 
._ _...., But we bad 118 -• Heam Bradley, Jr., and a.rlea 
and we took Bab to IIBA !Int ~• 11-., Jr. in tbe navy and Bill 
·lbrill for aDfiftgirll) •al wta 'WIii:--, Jr. ad La- llllt-
well. , 111111, Jr., iD Ille 111'1111· 

Really, in rebCllpeCt, ·Armle 
Bunker's WWU wu a ,,.,1im11-
inl influence CID "aD' crvwd" 
'Far tbe IIICllt part-- -­
car families I aur cbildren will 
laupl. It took planning, pllillie 
tramportatiail and car pool■, bat 
we really milled· natbing. We 
even bad a truck route to lie! our 
trunks hauled to Ullioa Station to 
·to .a to camp m .t1ae 111111-
IDlft-via train. -

J gueas it's like Johnny Canan 
iiay■, ''We were poor, ud didn't 
lmaw it." 'Jbat ii from a ''ww!d­
ly" viewpaiDt, but ah. IUdl r,e­
mline fun! Such Memories! We 
bought three record& IGlen 
Miller> for $1 IS3'f.al at Mu Sound 
iD Hillsboro V'lllage lllld played 
them over the phone• to each 
alher .• 
. So our teenagers bad no corner 

Oil telepbonitis, hookups, and 
blowing cigarette smoke CMJt 
bathroom windows. We frantical­
ly tried to keep the midnight 
.-curfew imposed CID m by our 
parents--not the police. We had 
no "curfew" notes-we w.-e 
grounded by loving parent& in 
"bame" caurt. 
~Ec:ooamically, I WU appalled 

.- .I tried to enroll GIT ilnt 
'born in. my chureb kindergarteo 

Week Eads 
• tNf.llM 

..,,.._.,.......ll:al6aaa 
• There - always ..netblng 
llappoain& -----e. ilefare 
dating, u IIIICb actually ltarled, 
lbe &iris would have speod-tbe­
llitbt parties wbicb would-11y 

~L~ec:'J:::i 
.en the 1m1or ,-r III llilli 
91:hool-1wa:,s after bi& dam9 
and often with -- at an. 

JloYies-There were abeat 
&eYffl movie bolas in N81bvlDe: 
The Paramount, ~er 
<- SUperX cm 7th>, Lawe■ and 
the Princess. The Paramouat bad 
a »ve stage llbow before acb 
movie that started with an organ 
rising from tbe floor under a 
apotligbt and being played very 
loudly. 'l1lere were two -
beautiful neighborhood theater■, 
Cbe Belle Jleade and MeJrole. 
Each theater ehanged shows 
lf!fflt'Y Tbunday ao there wu a 
choice of new movies each 
weekend. 'ftlls wu what mmt d 
Ill did most of the weekends. 

There wa"e a eouple. d other 

Dec. 7, 1941- . ~~;,~: 
Coming home from cburch~t. ··., 

Sunday Dr D.F. Flemi_ag, • ' 
political scientist at V.U,, wu cm ~.­
bis weekly WSM radio program 
and told of the attack CID Pearl 
Harbor by the JapllDl!lle at dawn.· 
During lunch we liltmed to H.V 
Kattenbom etc. Then later at tbe 
Saturday meeting lit Alice IIDII 
Deanie Hart'-& tlome oo 24tb Ave. 
South, we clustered on tbe floor 
around the Philco oval radio u 
we planned our Cbristinu formal • • • 
dance. The world .was lhocked 
and we planned on. Few u our 
fathers and brothers would go to 
war A.gain, we were· protected 
from the strife of life. _ 

Our teenage kin became nar- • f 
rowed to car pools for achool and .. , 
church, inaterial shortage f~ - • 
clothes. Mrs. Rippetoe, .'-a,· .. , 

seamstress of note, ordered net, . 
lace and taffeta from St. Louis for . 
our formals which were inspired . : ; 
by MGM m1111ical extravagapza • .. 
~e aaw at tbe ~ertiocter. -

movies on Fifth Ave. (the Rs 
and tile Fifth Ave.) that lbDnd 
-tly we■term and J ean't 
remember e¥en ping 'there. 
Movies were aat rated u 'the 
Bayes office WU the verJ ■trick 
lnor of Hollywood. Rhett 
Butler'• ''Damn" In 6- Wida 
ne 'A'llld callled ..,_i con­
~- Blupbemy, a scened 
a married couple -led 1111 the 
same bed, and violence were aat 

• :allowed. Clildrm could safely at­
tmd any morie and were en­
couraged to by Popeye cluba, etc. 
-, Saturday moning. Just 
laefore or after picking up a, date 

~~ ... -y_~i: 
WMre-,-wuJoinl.Oftm 
·-•= .,, ,,, ··. :· .. 

'BeaieJta;-tai,-alDine 

mlle lllll where tbe ·­
.,_.. - atand. A two«GI] 
apm fl'.- bulldlllg tllat -
later eempleted by a dance 
.pavillian ~ ·the ilrl-y. 
l'• WIiii there ..i, with a dale 
-<far girls, tbat fl) and for W 
minimum CGldd spmd the -­
.. dancini& to tbe lliclleki Lleon 
and arderiDI IGft «tma. Still 
_. "- bow it wu ac­
complilhed llut "11111 Hettie" 
and ber blllband cmly allowed 
''nlpectable ,... peaple" to 
- In and quietly -led 
anyone andeairable and 
milbebaving. This place WU 
Ideal~ ill the tree tops with a 
beautiful view. tables Oil the 
baJcooy that could be boarded up 
for winter, nup wood camtruc­
tian Chat ■pilled cobs eauldn't 
llurt, dim 1lgbta and IClft mulic. 
The place wu affordable and yw 
--»ytnew ■Jmmt-,­
u.e. Becaia ol 1111 air Cllllllll­
tlaner'or beat It-• better-­
mer place tlaan willter. 
Duce■: Each -~ty and 

fraternity bad a fall dance ta in­
lnldllce tbe frshman and a spr­
ing dance to IDD' the offlcen 
wbich "took up" a great many 
weekends. S.A.P dub wu the 
a.ception and they bad - ball 
at Olristmal. Kost were held •t 
B.M.C.C. On lirriw.l, everyone 
(about 40 memben, the Invited. 
a-t&, which were the olficen of 
the other aororities lllld frater­
nities phi& one "elected" guest al 
each group> spoke to tbe 
dlaperooes (parents of members 
and date&) who lined the walls ol 

l'l,p5 

the dab. Each aqile .apoke to 
Neb cha~-,,._ follow­
ed by tbe Grand March witb New 
Francil Craig'• Gi'cheltra play­
ing "A Pfflty Girl is Like a 
Melody" Tbe officen wore tails 
and their dates carried huge bou­
quets. The lights were dimmed 
f« tbe "no break" where each 
lirl danced with her date for one 
whole dance. After that the lights 
went up and the stags broke 
in-for the rest of the evening. In­
cidentally, the boys, before leav­
ing home, were instructed to 
"break-in" 1111 daugbten ol fami­
ly friends, etc. 

Drtakiiag: No - did! The 
drinking age WU Z1 lllld if the 
boys did drink in high achoo!, it 
- De"ter on a dale. 

OpreUa: Unforumately yes. 
The huarda were not known. 
'l'llil wu a "big thin&" ·to do at 
~t .-rties. We all 
believed lbat the parents were --· • In retro■pect, perhaps high 
lchool wu easier form because 
vi. tile size of Nashville. Frater• 
nltHs and acawities bad about 
40-50 members, ao that you easily 
kDew everyone in ywr owu, and 
at leut by light in all of the 
atben. There was a war, but it 
didnt' touch DIOR al CIUl' liW!S UR· 
W later. Gas rationing was no 
lleVel"e problem. Perhaps our 
parents did without in order for 
• ta uae tbe family car more 
often. No ooe owned one al their 
own, but Jane Elam. There was 
tragedy-Qiarlie Meas' accident 
at Sewanee and a couple of fatal 
automobile accidents. A few 
yean later every ooe'a life was 
changed 1>y the War-malTiages 
-..ldenly arranged by leaves, 
boys lllld bu&band oveneas, the 
"missing in action" and death 
telegrams delivered by Western 
Union. 

Ours ·was an age of in· 
nocence-maybe the last genera­
tion !bat lasted tbru high school 
and into college. 1brougb World 
War n - were so Clllllfident in 
'CIUrlelves, our parents and our 
country. if mistakes were made. 
the)> were just that and therefore 
forgiven. There were personal 
burl& and real tragedies, but 
there were few questions and no 
doubt. 


