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The Vriters!' qd of I955

The Sar~a of the Class of 153 is at last
recady for publication. Bccaus. 16 1is a bng

book, many authors have spce nt rmch of the

past four yecars in wrliting it; beeausc it is
a worth vhile volume, not only the authors
themselves but also thc ~@itorial staff has
worked Qllngﬂtl” in sha-ing its contents to
conform with the st 1litorary stemdards of
Harpeth Hall - s“wndwrc- vhich have commanded
th"ﬁ this book should me a truc and cssontial-
ly noblc story in vhich living characters
move forward i their rela t¢one with onc an-
other to 2n undeniably simif ficant conclusion.
In September of 1949, a croup o. amatour
writcrs mvt on the campus of Ward-Beo >1lmont to
compo"c the opening pares of The uu”] of the
Class of '53 .After a proliminary introduc-~
uiOl to the “Qltor-la—.nl 1L Lrs. Soubv,
they chosc llary Rosc B”’wxord as the
Assistant Editor, who would act as their
spokcsman when t;- firot pleas for the pro-
duction werc outlincc bu*oro the staff of the
Viard-Belmont Publishing Housd TTevinT made
and prescnted this outline he aspiring
vouny authors felt tn“mS‘Tv ! ““?Tcd to be-
‘{E the actual writiaz. ! c ‘ica-
~roup aut orship




the first half of the jear had to ke devo

od to rcalizins that, althouch cach may

wrisc his own chapter, he cammot do so with-
out making use of the efforts of =1l his
follow-scribcs or without includins their ace
cormplishments in the pacces which he had for-
merly considercd his own. Favin~ mastered

this first rule of litcreturc, wiser Dpinwomen
sct about their task, guided each month by
1ittlec white slips of p raisc or reprimand
fpor1 the main 6fficc. The Campus Club House
was the sitc of meny literary gatherings that
vear, as Busincss Manager Delia Thurmen gave
advice or repnr hs from tho pubhlishing house.
Thus, cven as amatcurs, fthey lecarncd cnouch

to open thc "Charity" s:ction with 2 Christ-
mas projcet which scnt gifts to childron in

a local tuberculosis hospital and to begin a
lon~ chapter on "Reercation™ with a Valintine
Party and the Amatcur Vriters Conventlon-
Picnic at White Bluff, surpcrviscd by Assist-
ant Editor Bradford. Aftcr ninc months, how-
ever, the writcrs, their crcativc urges
wearicd a little by usage, finished the year's
work by cntering lay Day uader the heading of
"Fostivitics" and withdrew, os all writcrs do
to gain rest and cxpericace before continuing
their story.

Thevw returned the next year to pursue
the arts under Assistant Zditor Groce Vard
and Busincss lManazer lirs. Zz-lcston. With
mich referrians to the Writcr's Handbooks,

ivhich the uniformed ceIl by thc namecs of
nolish, Latin, History, French, or Geomstry

- succocded in cnlarcing the voluminous
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section on nggucies” or "“Learning the
grait of Jriting the Story of a €lassw"
The "Charity" division also was continued
thet vear v the donetioyr ol a pint=ponc
table to South ctprect Community Center and
by the prescntation of scrap-books and
Valcnbines to various rost homes. Finally,
dance, lionizing the succcessful authors of
The Story of the Class of '81, joincd
snothor May Day cclcbration mder "Festivi-
tics" and arcain the boolwri-hts convened for
one last picnic, to bz written up as & ppr-
tion of the "Recreation" chapter, and parted
for a summcr of cbservant rclaxation.

Auturm of I95I found 2 gsomewhat smal-
ler group of writers, led by Ascistant-
Tditor Amclia Spickard and Pusincss llanactcr,
l'rs. Dggleston, agsembled in the new e¢dlitor-
fal offices of Harpeth Hall. Althoush the
closing of thac Waprd-Belmont Fublishing Tlouse
nhad formed a rather traglc chapter in the
saca, the ambitious groub wag determined,
neverthelcss to sec the result of their ef-
forts successfully completed and cdited.They,
thercfore, caerried on their project in the
grand style by vriting up under appropriate
chapter headincs the sadvance of studies, the
continuation of charlty, notably to the River-
side liission, and the general growth of Tarpcth
Hall. In fact, they had pro~rcssed 8O far
that they dared %o compec te with the authors
of "The Class of '52 for the covcted Harpe th
Mall Fulitzer Prize. Defcated by 2 judge's \
osc decision in the final Junior-Senior
day articles, they cracefully




conceded to expericnce and wove_a daisy
chain in honor of thc victors, with whom
ther joined in prosenting a procram of lyrics
known as Step Singing. The annual Vriter's
Conventlion concluded the year's cfforts
shortly thereafter, and the authors once more
closecd their portfolios, this time with al-
most professional hands.

For theilr fourth yecar of authorship, the
penwomen returned to Harpeth Hall in a pro-
fessional capacity - a position which en-
titled them to mect and write in the poetic
atmosphcre of Senior House, wherc they were
inspired by music from a radio rccently do=-
nated to the cause of better 1literaisure.
During one of these mectinng, they chose the
gold stamp which would mark their volume and
many succcedins books and voted, morcovar, to
have an official rin~ made of the same desim
to denote the profeossional standin~ of the
wearer. They algo deecided to use the sixth
chapter of Ephicsians as the theme for the
brcface of The Class of '53, anc Assistant
4ditor Susan Ifoorc, toscther with her ahle
staff, offercd the completcd forecword to a
convention of the cditors, the staff of
Harpeth Hall Publishors Incorporated, and a
group of amateur writors.

As, for the sceond time, the contest for
the Harpeth Hall Puliszer DPrize ealled to
their amdltion, the authors rathered their
Wilts, and, with thec assistance of Busincss
llanager rs., Zgrleston, composcd a Junior-
penior Day drama hascd on Senior Comics.
aven thoush thew Lore the drama-parade




trophy triumphantly awav.Veverthelesgs s
they were upset by a surprisc censoring of
their short story "The Art of Athletics."

The Sapga of thc Class of 'S3 entered its

final stages as a menuscrint during writing
sc¢ssions marked by hard work and co-opcration.
As the day of publication approached, the au-

‘thors mathered at a final banquet, at Step-

Singing, and at various celebrations antici-
pating the success of the book.

inally, on June first, The Sa~a of theo
Class of !'53 appeared in print, was TaVvorably

rceviewed by all the IZditors staff, and was

found worth - of the hi-~hcst literary award -
the Notel Irize of Harpeth Hall., One by one,
the authors filed up to the Iditor-in-Chief
6o rcceive thelr shares of the award ancd de-
art, cach to berin a new chapter in an un-
Famed volume. And the Sa~a of the Clags of

o0 rest at last upon Fhc sheif marked
assics" in the librarv of Harpcth Hall.




Tast Will and Testamcent

)

Ve, the Senior Class of I953, did make
our last trip to the library of the Harpeth
Hall School on June I, I953. Therein we spied
ne large volume, newly bound, placed cone
picuously on the shelf marked "Biography".
pon careful examination of the book it was
fiscovered that it consisted of forty chap-
ers of equal length and similar content.
fach chepter, i1t seemed, had two settings - -
the Ward-Belmont and Harpeth Hall Schools.
he time was from 1940 until I953. One of

bur number suczested that a reading of the
jome was in order; therefore, we took our
blaces to listen attentivelr to forty short
)iocraphies of four hich school years. After
fhe final chapter was read, we decided to

ake with uws, as we departed, the contents

)f the volume. One mentioncd that it would De
itting to leave something in return. After
arcful- congideration, much discussion, many
lotions, and numerous votes, we unanimously
grecd on leavinz the last sentence from each
hapter, :

On having compiled said information, we
creby declare this document to be our last
111 and testament, g

I, Kathrm Alexander, lcave the study of
nglish grammar to those unsuspecting Junlors
ho have not yet mastered the "objectionable”
ase and the "abuse" of the eight parts of

\*eagh;"
. Binnie Barr, leave my cxpert command




of a sailor's vernacular to Gardner Orr.

I, Nancy Baumen, leave my nervous sys-
tem to liss Penny for an extra credit prob-
lem.

I, Ann Bradford, leave my "curves" %o
Harriectte Husbanc. :

I, Mary Rose Bradford, leave my "Fifth
Avenue TIashions" to Mandv Simpson.,

I, Jackie Breeding, leave the ability to
live up to my last name to Amn Huddleston and
HCynthia Hastinnos, :

I, Sally Ann Brothers, leave the study of
hemistry gaily singing " Lime On My Hands'

d "Joy to the World.

I, Dede Bullard, leave my many, many
overs' to the Wife of Bath.

I, Pezpy Casparis, leave my knack for
btaining excused absences to Ro, who does
ot know what she's missing.

I, Anna Lou Clark, leave my intricate

owledge of the human body to Tessie.

I, llary Carol Cockey, lecave to some un-
ortunate Junior, who should accidently place
er lunch in the Senior House next year, one

touched bean salad stowed away in locker 68,

I, Ruth Eleanor Corn, leave for Bryn
‘awr, packing the suitcascs under my cyes

h my coffee pot,- Pall lalls, and Nib.

& Sally Lstes, leave ny ficure to Miss
wing that ghe may determine whether or not

is a="gute,"

I, Judy Fort, lecave my incxplicable luck
t the game of bridge to a crafty Junior with

2ovins eye. :
Jean Fuller, lecave my Borax bcads and




platinum wire to lMlss Kuykendall for FUMLSG
jewelry. ) .

I, Dean Gillespie, leave my Peter Pan to
Jene Jarman so that she may stay out In front.

I, Nen Gore, leave Jack’s ring at the
Pavn Shop ...... no questions, please !

I, Caroline Gregory, leave my appeal to
the male population to Frances Douglas so that
she can catch "Her-man.,"

I, Betty Int, leave to become a Sewanece
ﬁmountaineer.

I, Katherine Jarratt, leave my record of
grand slams as the all-time high.

I, Polly Jordan, leave the grading of my
English tests to Miss Kuykendall.
I( Nancy Lassiter, leave, makingz no
"bones" about the fact that someday I shall
become "01d licther Hubbard."
I, Kitty Lowe,leave my mania for high
notes to the birds.
I, Bebe Macey, leave mv "cra zy" waist
pincher to the Senior House for a Mreal rone
lampshade,

I, Joanne Manlevy, leave, still chanting
Yy theme sons, "Never Been Kissed.®
: I, Gloria llayer, leave my list of Senior
_must-be-done's" to a I954 victim who can
read 1t without crying.
I, Susan Noorec, Iecave five pints of
blood to Suzy Johnson.

I, Marilyn Noel, leave my frequont pub-
lic @bpearances on Belle Meade Blvd.,Lynwood
BlVd-, and the Vanderbilt campus to a sharp-

Shooting Junior who likes to hunt "Foxes."
I, Margaret Oliver, lecave Harpeth Hall




L

‘exclaiming "it's the worst day of my life.®

I, Mary Ready Parrcnt, leave my "ob-
stinate questionin~ts of sense and outward
things" to Wordsworth, who also "lived on
this earth in primal sympathy with other crea-
tures.”

I, Tina Provine, leave, taking a last
look in the Scnior House mirror at my beauty
mark and scrcamin~ "Out, out, dam spot !V
: I, Betsy Riddle, leavc my "double

' trouble" to thc Loser twins.

I, Ruth Gay Robbins, leave my look~out
seat in the Inglish room to a2 future third
period chemistry student who is anxious to
discover what's on Miss Fenny's a<enda for
the day.

I, Mary Schlater leave my eyelashes to
Willie, who needs a new broom.

' - I, Suzanne Smith, lecave my last name to
Eleanor Hovey.

I, Amelia Spickard, leave my "chicken"
to lirs. Binkley.

| _ I, Connie Stevens, leave my "line" to

[ " Judy Pond, hoping she can pull in the men

I ith it, as I did, and refrain from trip-
ing herself on it. i

I, Betty Lou White, lcave my swanly
Gracelto‘Ellen Wills.

‘ » Joanna Vandervluct, leave m on
1%ail to Ellen Russcll. .
Also we desire to bequeath the follow-
ins to those who have made possinle the
Rublicrtion of our volumec.

820 Our publisher, lirs. Souby, we leave
hanks and appreciation for seeingz us




through our Iileorims' I'ro~ress.
Io our editor, l.rs. Lcgleston, we
Red Badge Of Couraéc for the valor siie 7
shown, never ceasing to support our class.

In parting, to the apprentice authors
or uncerclassmen we desire to leave some
1ittle remembrance of our four years hcrc.

erefore, we remove from the shelf in our
enior Iousc library three cherished pos-
sessions.

To the Junior Class, we leave Blood,
Sweat, and Tearg, the well-usnd textbooE of
-enior know«how,

To the Sophomore Class, w2 leave The
Ace of Innocence, a book of which we no
lonser have greast nced.

To the Ireshman Class, we leave Of
uman Bondage, a book whi ch Treshmeg will

o well to read before they are trapped !

This last will and testament has been
uly witnesscd, simmed, and sealed on this,

the first dav of Junc IQQB. I'rom this moment

ence, the Cless of '“o may be considered
one Wlth the Wind.

Sioned: lMargaret Oliver
Gloria llaver




Mary Rose DBradfors
Dede Bullard N
Katherine Jarratt

Prophecy of the Ciaés of 153

Vhen shall we all meet again
g ' In thunder, lightning or in rain?
g r Te flhen examination's done;
3 Vhen the husband's lost or won.

Date of banquet, I968 - - I have just re-
urned from the reunion of the Class of

153 and intend to tell you, dear diary,all
about it. You would have been surprised to
see how the o0ld faces have changed.Margaret
Dliver, bespeckled by her years of Talthiul
service as librarian of the Joint University
Library, was distributing interpretive,
pamphlets on Tina Provine's new best-seller,
Opinions and Theories on Globular Finance.
#Another of our classmates who has gained
I'ame as an author is Ruth Eleanor Corn, who
1s the head of the national syndicate, pub-
lishing "Torrid Love Confessions." I always
mew Ruth Eleanor would make good.

You surely remember Susan Moore, our
?enior class president, don't you, diary?
Yiell, she wes home on a ten dav leave from
Ner duties as a drill sarceant in the WACs.
She told us that, the last time she was
g _Overseas duty, she witnessed Anna Lou

grk break the world record for the
yard dash in the Olympics. Susan




also said that, when she was in Faris, shdS
saw Mary Carol Cockey's high kick routine
in the Follies Berreres. During the per-
ormance’ the place was raided by Amelia
Spickard, captain of the FParis gendarmes.
But back to the banquet, dear diary !
Polly Jordan, who is now the dietitian at
Harpe th Hall, prepared an excellent dinner.
Caroline Gregory, the biology teacher at
our old ATma MaEer, supplied delicious frog
legs., Speaking of food, I heard that Peggi
asparis has made good as a hash slinger
oe's dog wagon where all the local cats
ang out, ’
Betty Pirtle, who is now a famous con- i
struction engineer, sat beside me at the
banquet. She told me she had just completed
plans for a spcedway to Castle Heiohts,
Kathcrine Alexander, unable to wailf until
€ road was completed, got a job as a bus
driver so that she might go to Helghts
every day.
: Suzanne Smith lustily anmounced the
Program. She had never been in better voice,
I guess her long career of auc tioneering
gave her just the risht tonal quality to
shout above the chatfer of the old Senior
House Gang,

Several of my old classmates furnished
the evening's entertainment., It was a real
Shrill to realize I'a cone to school with
80 many famous names, Sally Ann Brothers
Kept us spellbound with & scene Trom her
ftest Broadway hit. Sally Ann has won all
Bhs of awards as the tree in A Tree
£S5 in Brooklyn - - always knew she




8s theatrically inclined. Another of the ™
feelebs” of the Class of '53 was Kitty Lowe, ™
16 rase of the ame. To attend the reunion,
tty Iflew all the way from Asia where she
a3 been singing to the soldiers on all
attle~fronts, but she still puts up her best
ont o that douvghboy Ray. Wanev Lassiter,
arpeth Hall's contribution to the recording
dustry, honored us b7 sinsing her latest
ation-wide hit, "Sonnv Boy". I hear her
Oorchy renditions have caused the develop-
ent of ashestos table cloths which are being
sed in the restaurants where her soncs are
laed. The evening was toppeg off hy a show-
g of Judy Fort's new movie "ILove Payne®,
ay's producing career had its beginning at
ear old Harpeth Hall with the one reel
omedies she took.
I really do think it was nice of Marilyn
ol to furnish transportation to the banquct
Oor 2ll those who didn't have rides. MNoel
S nzw a grizer's training instructor in a
oty school. She picked u poor llary Rose
radford, who didn't pet, ofg until‘?f%é_~—~
'clock from her job at Woolworth's where she
tands behind the candy cownter and munches
onbons when ghe thinks no one's looking,
an Fuller also helped provide a ride to the
anguet for car-less alwmae. On her way back
0 wgshville from a Tuller brush sales trip
Williamson County, she Picked up Ann
radford Madden whogze groving family of six-
°en chlldren, Swen ty chickens, and a cow can-
0t gtretch the budnset to include a tractor
a Car too. Jean wag well repaid,how-
for Bug bousht sixteen tooth brushes




Or her little brood,
Bug was Comparin

2 Sallvy .
stes, who ig the broud mother o twing, Sally
cently hit the Jackpot o the Dounpie or
S, Othing Proprap, Anothep beaminglgarent waf
g - - : e ace, Glowing witg Parentg
Wil o) #ppincss, sha was receivin, congratulations
e us all or € honor o her daushtep,
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weight, brought a livervurst sandwich to ™
supplement the dinner, Bebe llacey, however, N
has retained the perfect figure throuch all

these years: Some say this is because she
takes her daily exercise, walking to and from
the mail bo:i' to see if she has received that
letter from Bert,

Two of our I953 girls have commanded re-
spect in the literary worid. Jackie Breedinn
is the author or thaet excellent now book
Breedin~ on Bridpe, which ig rapidly replacing

oren's out-mode system, whild Bettv Lou
White has startled the world with her Gommand
of e Inglish language-by publishinzs a re-

lenged by the masnificence of Inglish in the
0ld Harpeth Hal1l Fridav morning word studies,

‘e took up a collection at the reunion
to send 4o Joanna Vandervluzt. Poor Jo has

been doin- Wwasiing over since she was rradu-

ated to try to €a8m enouch money for the bus
fare to Florida. she thinks she hag a job
lined up as a beach comber if she ever gets

Joanne Menlev, who always did want a big
family " hag T save the banquet to go home
B "0 care for hop children who wore all
sick with ¢olds,., Dean Gillespie was also one

she ig Rousemother, Dean told me that
Hunt hag gotten her the Job. Betty is

o e Family Relations Department at
Hanec noy,
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I was terriblv surprised to learn tha?\\
«.. #Gloria Maver hac changed her name to '
s, lor¥imer Snooglebaunm. Mary Schlater told
me that Gloria forsot her glasses on her wed-
ding day and wandercd into the wrong church,
leaving poor Tommy a2t the altap. Mary, vou
know, is writing a column in the New York-
Daily, entitled "What To Do i3 th™ Your Man,
ATter You Qet Him, . She also reported that
JRuth Gay Robbing hac 1ssued invitations to
her wéﬁgﬁﬁﬁ to Take place day arter tomorrow.
None of us was surprised Nowever, by the omig~-
sion of her flance's name; Ruth Gay never
could ask a date until the day berore,
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Thus every senlor of *53

Lived earnestly each page,

And from that book of Ch“rlShOd ‘years
Emerged, a personage.

Folly Jordan

Senior Class of












