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WARD-BELMONT REUNION---1986 

How many schools that havf'. not existed for 35 years can boast 
of holding a reunion to which more than 650 former students 
came from all over the United States with a waiting list of 
well over 100? Such was the case when a Ward-Belmont reunion 
was held in Nashville, Tennessee, the weekend of April I 8, 
1 9 , and 20, 1986. 

It all began when a group got together more than a year before 
fo wonder if such an occasion would be feasible. It was agreed 
th_at a letter should be sent out as a "fee'ier~.••· to try an.d ' 
determine just how many would be iatere&tad if sttch a- reunt"on 
w-ere b-e'.ld. f'The response wa_s overwhelmin,g~Jartd it wee decid'ed 
immediateJy tFat it bad te be d~ne. , 

·a:J.-V.:-t •ifJ,;~,fr"t . 
-At: the first cornmit;.~e-e-~i-ng-----i.n..-A..p..rj,_l_ n.f -1-9-8..§., semeene--a~d i1.1...M 
~ maat1y we the~ght we could ~K1}-t-c-t: ,: .. ~ .... attend. Ii innie Pearl,. 'iJ,1..i..-/~ 

• J who :wa ~. -ea-= ctnu rmaa along wi tb :E 11 ea ==Me •ct e ali• tlt-o-tt-gM--.u.e ~ •4 
0~-p-robably s~uld c7obnt- o.n aro,,i(nd 400. ~e as almost 1 ughed ;Jl).l.~,,t.,..,,.·· 

out of the- \rooml Afte~a,Xl, members of··•. he commi te said, (:_..(-'.&'JV 
the school h_ad_./not exis d since 1951 'q so many ad died 
during that :~fme; it wa finally dee· ed \ that we \ould do 
we 11 t o exp~ c t\, 2· 5 0 . T-'h e e s u 1 t s p r~v th at ',~inn i e a s \ n e a r e r 
correct than th\i· majo'f ity ut even e missed"---._it l>y a goodly 
number. 

_,... 

Re-gi ~ t; rat ion for the oc_c.as.ion .. ~~'?n :r iday aft e rn,o~JP ..ffl 
~; ~-v j1 I.1Jl~:b-~- . P-]· a z·a a o.l!~~-l.~<;.:h:-::::W::a~-e-~-r-t-e"r s 
j.g r ~~~ re~ n.iorl·~ •• ~ Wa rd.:::Belmon·t "girls" began d-e s cend i ng on 
t_h_~--~ 1.n large numbers and all afternoon the lobby was 

\)~.,J.,l,\-·rilled with screams, hugs, and a few tears. Th.e.r.e.__we_re...-ob:l 
r~.lM-1 u.i-e-nd-s--a-nd--.c.l_a_s_sm.a.t..e-s--who had not seen -on-e--a·n-o·t-h-er-·fo-r-.-mo-re 

i:haa 50 --y.e.ar.s ! A good many 1 ie s we re to 1 d that afternoon 
when old friends remarked, -.L.."Xou haven't changed a bit!" 
I e-etrl a 1Hlt help s-e ing raminriJ~ -:>ne of my close ,W,,.r a :B& late Rt. 

friends who, when told she hadn't changed "a bit," replied, 
"I'd hate ~ to think I looked like this 50 years ago!" 

~ 
'}· ))/'L Reg i s t rat ion J CJ:> n t i nu e.d th r o-u-gh out the l at e a-£ t e r no o n u a t- i 1 

,,.. it was time to~ dressl#/ for the cocktail supper which was 
held t<he~ at fhe' hotel and so generously hosted by Aylene 
and Jack Massey. Once again there were screams, hugs, and 
tears when many who had not seen each other during the afternoon _,,./~- ~~­
me t f o r th e f i r s t t i me that even in g . D"t-tnk-s--w-e,:--e--ob"t·tj_~ / D J}f':;.) 

--at a -.c..ash bar aad a--b-u..fkt sup.per serY...~d. «-combo/ v::;,,~?) 
was provided for the evening by Dorothy and Tom Frist who~ 
also furnished the lovely flower arrangements for the occasion. 

~ 
Minnie Pearl, acting as Master of Ceremonies for the evening's 
event , tr i e d in .vain to get the at tent ion of the "g i r 1 s in 
order to make a number of remarks. Later, on a TV program, 
she mentioned that her throat was sor~ from trying to talk 
above almost 700 women! SQ:me of ot1r old school song, we r~ 

...s-u-ag-by the entire group (tlloy9ll few could remembet the w~) . 


