WARD~-BELMONT

A JUNIOR COLLEGE, A PREPARATORY SCHOOL

AND A CONSERVATORY FOR YOUNG WOMEN
BELMONT HEIGHTS

NASHVILLE 5, TENNESSEE
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

March 9, 1951
TO ALL PATRONS AND ALUMNAE:

Unavoidable circumstances have forced us to delay giving you an accurate account
of the recent change in our Board of Trustees and the reasons therefor. The facts are

these:

(1) On June 30, 1949, the Board of Directors of The Ward-Belmont School agreed
to serve as members of the Board of Trustees of Ward-Belmont, Inc., a non-profit insti-
tution, until a more appropriate board could be found. j

(2) The Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools had for many
years prior to 1949 been insisting that the school change its legal status to that of a non-
profit institution. (It had been "non-profit” in fact for more than twenty years) Re-
cently this regional accrediting association indicated that the school must secure an en-
dowment or other permanent commitments that would guarantee the school annually
some $17,500 in income over and above all student fees. Every effort was exerted to
this end; but, having changed to a legal non-profit status so recently, at least a period of
years would be required to raise such a sum. Furthermore, the alumnae had not been

organized with a financial drive primarily in mind.

(3) The financial agents of the school rightly did not feel justified in entering upon a

period of universally lower college enrollments and accordingly upon an extended period

| ; of deficit financially, especially with the possibility that the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Secondary Schools would refuse accreditation of our college work because
of a regulation that, in our case, was based upon entirely hypothetical, financial grounds.
Although this regulation might have absolutely no relationship to real educational stand-

ards, a withdrawal of accreditation would make the very existence of the school uncertain

even if there were not the slightest change in traditional scholastic standards and campus

life.
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