Introduction

There comes a point in our lives when we pause to take note of what has
gone before and recount those special memories which are so important to
who we are today. Thus, we present this compilation of thoughts and
reminiscences by a remarkable group of women who had the good fortune to
attend Ward-Belmont in Nashville, Tennessee, between 1926 and 1951.

These memories and the memories of many more young women who have
spent time on this campus are the stuff of which lives are made. Adelicia
Acklen, the first mistress of Belmont Mansion, was one of the most
interesting, talented and determined women of her era. Her spirit can still be
seen today in the hearts and minds of the bright, entertaining and
independent women that attended Ward-Belmont and the young women who
attend Belmont University today.

Special thanks go to Robyne Atkins, Student Becca Hadzor, Laura Hill,
Joyce Rickman and Susan Shipley, Belmont staffers who joyously and
devotedly put this booklet together. The project was further supported by
the Ward-Belmont Advisory Committee, including:

Mrs. Daniel B. Barge, Jr. (Alice Ann Vaughn) ‘44
Mrs. J. O’Neal Clayton (Becky Murray) ’49, ‘51C
Mrs. Neeley B. Coble, Jr. (Claire Kelton) ‘49
Mrs. Merritt D. Goetz (Elaine Vincent) ‘41C

Mrs. A. B. Neil, Jr. (Laddie Harton) ‘48C

Mrs. Lucile Johnson Nelson ‘36

Mrs. Mary Henley Niederhauser 50

Mrs. Richard H. Philpot (Betty Hamilton) 50C
Mrs. Julian C. Scruggs (Phillys May) ‘48

Enjoy this compendium of thoughts and memories and delight in your own
personal remembrances of happy days at Ward-Belmont.

Vicky Smith Tarleton
Belmont University Liaison to Ward-Belmont Alumnae
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