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Jone 7, /1788

(DATE)
Bfeoof(s /S (PNEY HLA LL &
(LAST NAME) (FIRST) (MIDDLE)
2. Ilivein _ (Dmaua, NepsraskA

3. My father's name §/PN€Z //ALLE /BgooKS, ,SR.

4. My mother's maiden name was IRMA BL—’/?T‘HA BWG—
r

5. Do you know when your first ancestor came to the U. S. A.? A, oF rry

GRANPPARENTS WERE BoRN /N THE ONITED STATES ., 7= Do

ANOT KANOW WHEAN ALY OF THEIR PAREANTS CAri 7o 1 He () S. My

6. Where did he come from? Which part of Europe? GYESS IS (P05 ~rPs0rs
ALL CAME FIPor] GCrRMANMY. V. CHART |

7. Where did your first ancestor settle? L Do ~o7 Kaow . Bur Ace GREAT —

OCRAVPPARENTS LivED tn ( Parciin AT/

8. Did he stay there or did he move to another state?
(GRAND PAREATS Movsr To 13u PEACO N Y.

9. Was he an Ashkenazic or a Sephardic Jew?
A were AHAsyrveaazic TEWS.

10. How long did he speak the language of his birthplace? 2 ol ot kwow ABou T
THE GREMT GRANDPARGNTS . MY GRANPPAPENTS SPoNE FLAWLGSS LENGL/SH

11. How long was he still in contact with his relatives of the country he left?
I Ao ot [caow, I PooBT AMay o0F THE FeoRrRrr GENMERATIOA
LEFT rALy BEH ~p

12. Describe his adjustment to the new country, his Americanization.
STHE wetoe € FAmiey AST I KnvEw + HEAR P ABovT THEM WERE
?4‘907"*71?/0 AMERICAN, — Thovgrq ANy STet S Porl GERMAN
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13. Do you know anything about the migration to this country of the different
members of your family? Nb.

14. Did anybody in your family participate in past American wars?
MoT TO My JaowleDaiz. My FATHER WAS "o cncr '+ PNEGISTERGP WW T
CoT A EVER crtLep, HE Dice wHenw T WAS 35 Years oco.

15. Was anybody a pioneer, an Indian trader, a first settler in a newly acquired
territory or state? Please describe. ~o.

16. Did anybody in your family hold an important office as a state official,
soldier, etc.? A/ .

17. Describe the various professions and businesses or jobs of your ancestors
in this country. Tell how your ancestors made their living in Europe and
in this country. " R xow wo7rr v6 oF EoRoPL, [RosABCy SHof
NELPERS o TowrnrS Lifrc RACEN - O - BANLE wHERLE ONE

S'bE cAME FlloM V.CHART /:4/67‘?/'-“4’84?@”‘{'54- FATHER wERC

IN THE FORNrunG ToSInEss. BAYG Ane AMATHAA AnD [BRe0KS
FORNiToRe Co. Borir ¢~ [B3UFFAL O

18. What do you do for a living? Tell us about your own economic activities
in the past.

U pU—

TT WAS oRPAINED A RABR, &7 Huc i~ (9%4 . L
RETIRED s 1988 AFTER (L Yoaws 148 my FIRST PULPIT —

SPRNEFIED oM. AND 33 YEARS e TEMPLIEE TS RAEC,
ONA,"A/ A/é: WV&:R IVl D (7 /AN/ O-fya‘ﬂ OCCO LT ATroA -
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19. To what organizations, Jewish or non-Jewish, did your ancestors belong?
Describe. {rocrmac TEMPLE, TTMwise TEMPLE (-~ oH)
}ETH TYI?AEL CA?’CA-/V”IQO'T/. /\/D..) D ALl /*FF/&/ATZ{__? QF
THESE. VY MoTHER WAS B [LPE MEmMBErm 0F A rges we oy
AND SERVEDP As BoARD MEMBER o F Borr. LLAS RED ’C‘fPos/'s

VobhosmTeer For sy Y EARS .

20. How "Jewish" were your ancestors? What was their relation to the synagogue
and to religious life? _5;\//‘04 CoGoes o 7EMPAEWAS PRIMAR TFwisH Focous
I THREIR LIVES . EARLY DISCIPLES OF 7.4 Wis e + PHI 1P SOA
SEASIC REFRPM AnD LIERY LIBERAL (&% ALl THenss |
EKT/?GME"C/ CHARITAR (LS

21. What are your Jewish and non-Jewish affiliations, religious or otherwise?
/OGRAF’A/ EA/CL—OSE'D,

22. What Jewish ceremonies or rituals do you observe?
As Ay As Z- cman MHonssT, A ),

I Po Ao BECIcvE s ’wa/v,«w A/A-Bc—‘/v/ —))éaTZe_ . Or )//,Z/r’o/e o
Mol (7n DPoc - =
/s CES AeT AHrreae TOo M A PA-T‘OA/

23. What Jewish education did you receive, if any? HoME Reromin Ry,

D L &/00 Sciriooc
PRWVATE ToToRS +m HEGREW, f41S TORY  TEWS+ THOvSHr Cre ., ’

24. Did any member of your family found a Jewish congregation, society, educational
or welfare institution, or a lodge, etc.? AV . EvcerT oweE 16w — Sh y

ABRAAAM + M A N aTanmg o WERG CENCRoUS SUPPIRTE RS of
I M. WISE Jar Hes g FRorrs.

25. Are there intermarriages or conversions in your family? Aoa/s"

26. What was the attitude of your ancestors towards Orthodoxy, Reform, Zionism,

or other Jewish movements? /4// ANCESTORS W/ ERE AoT ETHER Erwso Pox
3SR Z/o,wsrs.

27. Are there any marriages in your family between Sephardic, German-Jewish,

and East European JeWS?ZE‘S' MY Sorny MARR > A " orTHoPey ”
CrRC. W& ARE MMBERS ‘o A WEForM T EMPLE,
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28. Do you have a family tree and pictures of your ancestors?
THE BEST L HAVE IS ErRCLoSED. 7L wAas TREPARE D 73/ My
/T M5 ri Z-RMA 3. ScHwWARZ, wio Tlaep —AcE So— SePr 22 /587
I HAVE LIFE Siseg DIL ?omrm,,,; oF My GREAT CRAND PARCA TS AT
29. Do you have any material that you would give to the American Jewish Archives,
or lend it for copying, such as letters, documents, clippings, memoirs,
scrapbooks, etc.?

T F I Frwp ANPTHIME AOTEWORTHY T Wit SEXP THEM .

30. Are you in possession of letters memoirs, diaries, business papers, and

so on? Describe them. Seuc LET7gRS + Drarics ToT L1m7rei
A A THE/" o K H’STOI?IC—-/'\L. S’Gﬂ//rfC-/‘/VCé

31. Describe your own Jewish education. . sAxsyer o A% 23 .
Beyowp THAT I° SPENT 8 YEARS AT HUC + conrmnuen

ATTENDANCE A7 /ﬁrﬂuv SEL AARS + COURSES | Faffac rng /996 c?pincario o

L TrPAMELSD “/5&’74 Ffr’om SPR/~}EFIELD 7T foc FOR é/[AiEs TANIAL G,

COURSES ray S BFEY O F (AL
TERLEST AW IiTH GREAT T4 I &ERCHERS oF M/ CHrorc £,

32. Have you or your family experienced any special acts of friendship on
the part of non-Jews? — -5~ ,44,4.,\,/ To PE covmrT

33. Have you or your family experienced any acts of anti-Jewish prejudice?
£S5 BoT ANE oF A~/ Srexy Eremrvc s

34. Have you or any member of your family published a literary work in
English, Yiddish, etc.? A/,
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35. Will you write a page of interesting anecdotes dealing with your parents,
ancestors, and their generations? Please make a distinction between
what you know to be true and what is hearsay.

In effect, I was raised in a single parent family. My father died in a flu empidemic

at 44 years of age on June 20, 1923, I was born April‘ 3, 1920. So my "family"

was my mother Irma B. Brooks and my grandmother Irene Nathan Bing who died June 1,

l93s.

Therefore the major influence on my life was my mother. My home was not a ritualiscally
observant home but the Sabbath was never overlooked. Attendance at Temple Services

was never a matter of discussion. From the time I was ab le to do so I went with

my mother and grandmother.

Certain . odd things were practiced on Sabbath. Neher my mother nor my grandmother
would sew on Sabbath . I do not know and was tco young at the time to ask the

Yeason.

Both my mother and grandmother fasted on Yom Kippur and Idid also from

a very early age and also sat in Temple all day.

We lived in Buffalo, New York and were members of Beth Zion where I began my
Relious School education. I idolized Rabbi Joseph L. Fink out rabbi and it may
be that it was from him that I acquired my first role model of the rabbi.
During this time Hvman Judah Schachtel was a student at HUC and occupied the
pupit when, in summer, he was on vacation. I wanted to learn Hebrew and it was
he who taughfme to read Hebrew letters. '

I still have a Tanach inscribed to me as follows:

A7 DAYN AN AN
To my first pupil '
Sidney H. Brooks
from
Hyman Judah Schachtel
February 15, 1931

Was that the beginning of my "Jewish" education? Maybe. I had a professor
for many years, God bless him, (Jacob Rader Marcus) who said one day:" If
Hebrew were the key to Judaism, every Haifa sfXedore would be a prophet!"

At that age, 11, my motkher and Grardmother and I moved tc Atlantic City,

New Jersey and I came under the influence of Rabbi Henry M. Fisher, of
blessed mermory. He was a spiritual father to me, I adored him. He taught me
more akout pulpit presencs, voice control, brinrging out the bheauty of the
words and phrases of the liturgy, conveying a spirit of prayer to the
congregation than anyone else in my life. I studied with him until I had,
frankly, reached the limit of his Hebraic capacities. Still in &ll, I

bless his soul because he was , in his way, a great rabbi and pastor.

I have included these names because,though not related to me, they were
my spirtual ancestors.

After studying with Rabbi Fisher I went to the Conservative Rabbi

Reuben B. Weilerstein and for years went at night to learn from him. He
gave me enormous time, love and help. He was not a good preacher but he
was an erudite scholar and T soaked up every word I could from him.

We were friends and in contact with each other until his death many years
later.
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A5. (cont'd)

I could not have been more than 12 or 13 at this time. When I was

11 years old Rabbi Fisher allowed me to conduct a full Sabbath morning
service! How many rabbis today would trust so young a lad with that
assignment.

One friday night in 1938 Rabbi Fisher was stricken ill in the pulpit
and he was rushed to the hospital. He required emergency surgery.

He refused to be operated upon until I was sent for and I stood beside
him. He turned to me and said simply:"Plezase, Sidney, take over the
congregation until I am well." In those days many many rabbis
vacationed in Atlantic City during the summer. So I recruited a different
rabbj. each week to deliver the sermon while I arranged the services and
did the pastoral duties as best I could. I had never been in an HUC
classroom! Thus I met the g'dolei ha-dor, great preachers who were
kind to me and preached each week. I recall some names: Nathan Krass,
William Rosenau, Louis Wolsey, Solomon Starrels, William Feinschreiber,
David Philipson and Julian Morgenstern are among the nemes I recall
now. I learned so many styles of preaching from listening to these

men even though I was only 18 years old.

I was always over idealistic about the rabbinate and wanted to meet
some of the great rabbis personally, Rabbi Fisher introduced me to
Rabbi Louis Wolsey who grasped my hand when told I aspired to the
rabbinate and said:" Allow me to be the first to over my condolences!"

On the other hand when I was about 11 or 12 I met Dr. Julian Morgenstern
who , in spite of my youth, treated me with respect, kindness, and
with careful guidance from that moment to the end of his life.

In my seventh year at the College I had met Jane and we were to be

married that June. It was expected to , more of less, have Dr.

Morgenstern's permission. Nervously, I went to see him. Telling him of my
intentions he then launched into a long lecture on how important it was

that I pay 100% attention to my studies which would form the

foundation for my rabbinate the rest of my life. "Can you manage to do thig",
he asked , " if you are married?" I replied that I thought I could

pay a lot more attention to my studies if I were married than if I were

not! He threw back his head and laughed heartily and extended his
congratulations.

I repeat: I am aware that the above does not directly deal with my parents and
ancestors. I had no real family except my mother and grandmother. And I
still feel my teachers were my family.



36. Tell us the story of your life on the following pages, emphasizing your
Jewish associations, your participation in civic affairs, the nature of your
econcmic and professional work, etc. Tell it in your own words.

With apologies for some repetition, I must record soemthing of my intellectual,
spiritual and emotional development which led me to the rabbinate.

As stated above I came from a home which was ritualistically sterile
except that no Sabbth or holiday went without notice and attendance at
worship services. The candles were lit every Friday night., I do not recall
Kiddush until I brought such home from Religious School.

I look back now with wiser eyes on the young lad I was then as if he were

a different person. I was in spite of my declared intention to myself and
others to enter the rabbinate still ambivalent. My best subjects were in
sciences. I excelled in physics, biclogy and chemistry. I attended the
conventions of the AMA: with passes given to me by my doctor.I watched
surgery. Yet, I could not quite project myself into that role of physician
as comfortably as into the role of rabbi as I saw it modeled by my rabbi.

I needed counseling. But , in those days, there was none worth the name.

I went from Atlantic City to Cincinnati alone and enrolled in the University
of Cincinnati and at HUC as a special student to learn the materials necessary
for the entrance examination. I took two chemistry classes at UC.

One day I was summoned to meet with Dr. Henry Englander who confronted me with
a transcript of my UC record. H questioned my courses in chemistry. I told him
I loved it. He replied by saying: " Young man, make up your mind. Are you coming
to us as a regular student to study for the rabbinate or are you intent upon
being a physician.” My answer:" I'm coming to you, if you will have me."

That was the point of no return and , now considered,an example of terrible
counseling. Dear Dr. Englander was wrong. My background in science has stcod me
well to this day.

I wanted above all the be a congregational rabbi which would give me the
opportunity to teach, to guide, to work in social affairs and use my
knowledge of Judaism to make our society a bit more humane and just.

Every professor but one at the College left an indelible mrk upon me..

I studied hard. I had to. I knew and know now I am not the brightest

of mind. But there is not a day I do not feel my indebtedness to historical
forces I learned from Jacob Marcus, theology from Heschel (with whom Istudied
privately for years)and Cohon, the marvelous insights and logic of what little
Talmud I could master from the philosophy of Atlas and the Talmud of Guttman.
And others.

B ut one man led me to a new path. Dr. Abraham Franzblau opened my eyes to

the psychological and psychiatric wonders of life and what I could do

as a counselor. I took both of his courses twicel After ordiantion I studied not
only rabbinics by myself but I read voluminously in the areas of counseling

and psychotherapy. As a result I think I was able, and still am, to help

many of our folk find their was to happier lives.

I also formulated a rule for myself: No matter who came to see me in my

office or elsewhere I would try never to let them leave without teaching them
something about Jewish thought. Just a word, a book, an idea or a spin-off from
what we had been discussing.

I found retirement easy . I had much to do. And still have plenty of projects
in mind. However, I sadly record that my successor caused me deep spiritual and
emotional pain.
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26 (cont'd)

However, his service to our congregation is finished and I look forward
with certainty to the healing of the split his ministry caused ina fine
congregation and to welcoming our new rabbi July 1, 1988, Rabbi

Aryeh Azriel.



