
rE_g_ _rty _£ __3_  . _!_g 8_a_
(DATE )                      ,

1.  GERA±.-' -"'£:%E`'r      ""(twriihiDH5#BA#~

2.Iuvein±±£±:4_44__=t4Zflsfl4_Sf4--_---_-_-_-_---_-i-_-____-=-_=-i__-i_---------±-=

3.trytafhar`s"ane§±Z±!±±±±±JA,i,.L,€_.f3JR32±!±§=±
4.    My tniother` s "atden tLaLtne was ±!e±±±__a_Ef iz__rEI^_____ BRI_6±_

5.    Do you know when your first ancestor came to the U. S. A.?   4±±   c).F ~y
Cfpf.:.PP^.r`E_!TS  :A/.ff ic: _ P_®f i_rJ   / y TFJ a  CJAV ITEo   S=F=FE s , ~3: T}c>
roT._I.:~tfu;'.::E^r A:,L' ? F _:H €iR  pfr€rf r(rs  c=AM r=  ro. TF+;I  J. s :  riy'6.   Xhir4e di=dAhe;C€OLm#r:#  g:gc%:a;t~Of,:urge:m„     C=-C'G€f  /S  /j>9ra+j _/I?uu.s

7.   Where did your first ancestor settle?  r' PO ~C'r #~Ok/.  8„ A£L  cflG+I+r_
G;rF€Arwt>f>irfi/ E:^rTS   Ll of €P   rt+   Cia/t=/AV~ AFT./

8.    Did he stay there or did he move to another state?
6q>^At>p^n.€~TS   Met;Co   To  T3upFALo,  ^/.y.

9.    Was he an Ashkenazic or aL Sephardic Jew?
ALL  liArr5^r£   ASFFi(€rrA;1ic r7Eu/S .

10.  How long did he speak the language of his birthplaLce?  T3= c/6 ~oT /¥~ou 4¢oa r
rf uE   GRer+;T   G=®^~t>P^r€@w7`s .  riy  6;R]+vr7pHftE~Ts   s>poHG   ~rL^oiLz[3>    E~GL./SH

11.  How long was he still in contact with his relatives of the country he left?
Tci®  ;vet  fr:w-vu.   I   T}oor3T-A+~Y    rJF    TWE~   T=ac>fi7~i+    GGNr=pfA.+ia~
LET:i   P?^rl/   r3Ef+r~t>    .

12.  Describe his adjustment to the new. country, his AmericanizaLtion.
++_W€   rf r+ot~€  T=AHIL/   As.  I  R~€w  +  FizE^fcp  A:RouT Tft€n   Wr=reE-

pA[sfowlA7Gy   AM-drf€icAiv ~  TAFOci€~   riA~y   sTILz.  spof±E=  c5Er¢^^~  .
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13.  Do you know aLnything about the migration to this country of the different
members of your family?   A/a.

14.  Did anybody in your family participate in past American wars?
Ng:TT;Eh%R!r::tryLLLEeDp6.Efrf"I,I:Tw%G:„wr*s;'::c3^%f';2+*flRSE%6L7DE=:€pwwr

15.  Was anybody a pioneer, an hdian trader, a first settler in a newly acquired
territory or State?  Please describe.  A/a .

16.  Did anybody in your family hold an important office as a state official,
soldier, etc.?   A/a ,

17.  Describe the various professions and businesses or jobs of your ancestors
in this country.   Tell how your ancestors made their living in Europe and
in«££::^#:.Tftrf,:a:,ft"G°pr{;~®G€:;~Eo°:®_Ptt£;,„PE:a:^„B€Lft/E=SoH:;
SlbE   c>Am€   t=rcofA    v.ct+^qer
/~   TqcE   Fc>re~trur`G   T3t±SI~EsS . g%;
FCJr+wirufi:€   Co.    r3oTH    i^  r3ciFF^Lo

C;f}^flc>f!y+PGOT S  +   T:Art+Eft   W E@C{
f\~z> wf rrH^^i    ^~0   r3R®Oi{s

18.  What do you do for a living?  Tell us about your own economic activities
in the past.

~+  i4/^S   cgf?pA[rjG=.p  A  T¢^i3r3{   AT   Hue  f~  19f£ .  I
^r I ft s i  P tJ L p IT ~

TEMPLE   r5:vip+E= L

`r3€3rfy.4a:_ffs#ife.ft:y,a7]e;ir{ft€r?   i~    /cip!r   ^Fr€r€
Sf'7+/~GF/E7),  ofJ.  _^~T>
OMP{rfA, riE;.   A/;avG;A    t~t;o'LvCT7   i~  ^~/  olwr:f{   occcjrr+T{®~-
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19.  To what organizations,  Jewish or non-Jewish,  did your ancestors belong?
DBesEC=:e±ffi:„°^C::pe;i+,T^=:._PLnE:_~=::.Wfs;TEMPLE=E:-;,®:rib
j#}€€=.'A7?v^E„:Tf¥hc{:':'`<=.:!.y.:j^-;a::;';-F:;c:A`;'::HOJFT^"v";:4CuS;€nTar!V€E"fe#^F~=RR8or:`rR^pS*:^AE:i:P€€G'e"=;8:a:f-.L°£^r£#DS€,ivf#6F:

I/a4tiNTE€re    7=ofr€   I:Jr   y€^fi¢S  .

20.  How ''Jewi§h" were your ancestors?   What was their relation to the synagogue
arT#L:A:#r#®LS:rv£#:..^2y:„::_;a.:.;I_Ec,.p°LR€:E=PE::w^:s:re:;#fj:jF£:oco5
CELx^T:::,=f tfF;a_f i:A _^~F=   b'aR`/   LIB EfiftL   ;~  ALL Ttk~Gs  .
EKTRGrfe€L/    c:rlAr.iT^rsLE:`.

21.  What are your Jewish and non-Jewish affinations. religious or otherwise?
T3loGR;Pk/    6MCLosC17.

22.  What Jewish ceremonies or rituals do you obseive?

%cH#,';;y:rApsBO€Ef,f;:",A:;:#R;-:it^A;¢ft:„G,ife*ife.O&yiiitoGO~
2.3.  What Jewish education did you receive. if any?  ife~Le
Dii+i7`4r  ++.>^fi.        _..t_Ar9 .,.....  _                _  _                     .   fi'fFt'fln   fla£Jd=+"  5`c,+®a`4r7enr+Tr= TCJT®res>    r ~ tlE8€E€v/,  fJ is7oTey ,*[w{ev+  7;a-;G:.rf-;` =`*.

24.  Did any member of your family found a Jewish congregation,  society, educational
or welfare institution, or a lodge, etc.?     ~o .  £rcGrT  o~  /ty/6ryr  jr^y
'¥ft„:%;s=  :~M'::='nEgf:eT=r  dy6rec  C>€~C`Rous   sc[ppor>TE 8s   oF

25.  Are there intermarriages or conversions in your family?   A/o^/C-~

26.  What was the attitude of your ancestors towards Orthodoxy, Reform,  Zionism,
or other Jewish movements?  "/ Arfe6isto fE's   I/E@g+ ~o7-a.T#eR  'an7vo pox `'
©R  I,®~'5TS .

27.  Are there any marriages in your family between Sephardic. German-Jewish,
a;n,:::§tTE;:;PeA:::exs:.`#ffi;S"fF<;~yt1~£®%*'±+PF„^f"H..':°fe"°P°*"
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28.  Do you halve a family tree and pictures of your ancestors?
T„H_f..PfsT I   H^If_E~_ls     E=~c:LosET>.±*   */As   Pfp€r>AoeG;D   T3/   p\r
Hf :FfdE.I,:I_7F_yf   r3.   3c=W:^f?I,  tryH®  _P14:T> -AGE C7o-S;€pT  1g`,  /98i

29ro=y::i:v:`a:£y=:e€rial°LLaf;::ca;;rul3d°g]rvelt:€e¢£::r=fuA~T:£¥=--"ArrJch9€sT""J)
or lend it for copying,  such as letters,  documents,  clippings,  memoirs,
scrapbcoks ,  etc . ?
rF   I  7:r~r7   ^~t7Hr~c=   ~oTGvrfof€TH/  I  wtz^L.  6€r+.7>Tf+€n .

30.  Are you in possession of letters memoirs,  diaries, business papers, and
soon?   Describethem.   STo#G   4£r7]€€5  +  pz~^/Gi-jr     7j'cjr 4i77iL=
I  ~   THE fA    c5i7=   FfrsT®rptc~^L   5:rGr/iFrc=A~cr=

31.  Describe your own Jewish education.    V.  ri~sw71gq  To  A/a  2 3  .
B:_/TTif^NP?A#Lc^fi_S„;^G:/I_:_J„%:SRSA:cHo:RCSE+S;#::::,9r6coo,„*„o„

- _--       -    _     -  -   _  -  _

;±ygT:i:rTfp^tw£Et{7?  tyE:€fr!
c:ocjfes€s   r^r   ScJr3{.@c

P4,„:::':_I:'::.:__i+_O<~=_f€4yE^F?STAi{~c.
t~7.Efr€€|  +w ITif GR:ATfic^CM'GRS af  M/ cfro{c.I.

32.  Halve you or your family experienced any special acts of friendship on
thepartofnon-Jews?  7= 44~/   To   fpG foo~T.

33.  Have you or your family experienced any acts of anti-Jewish prejudice?

/.€5,ROT-„.®ivc   ;F  -Any    sf€;i7:rcfaricE

34.  Have you or any member of your fanily published a literary work in
English, Yiddish,  etc.?     A/a.
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35.  Win you write a page of interesting anecdotes dealing with your parents,
ancestors,  aLnd their generations?   Please make a distinction between
what you know to be true and whaLt is Learsay.

In  effect,  I  was  raised  in  a  si.ngle  parent  family.  My  father  died  in  a  flu  empidemic
at  44  years  of    age  op.  June  20,1923.,     I  was.  born    April.3,  I.920.  So  my  "fa.miliJ"
was  m}7 mother  Irzria  8..  Brooks  and my  grandmother  Irene  Nathan  Bing  who  died  June  i,
ig38.
Therefore  the  major  influence  on my  life  was  my mother.  my  home  was  not  a  ritualist=&lly
observant  home  but. the  Sabbath  was  never  overlooked.  Attendance  at. Temple  Services
wa.s  never  a matter of  discussion.  From  the  time  I  .was  ab  le  to  do. so  I  went  with
my lo.other  a.nd  grandrother.
Certain  . odd  things    were  practiced  on. Sabbath.  Neher. my mother  I).or  my  grandmother
woo,lid  sew  on  Sabbath  .     I  do  not  know-and  was  too  young` a±. the  time  to  ask  the
reason.  Both my mother  anc!,  grandmo.ther  fasted-  on  Yon  Kippi..if  and  Iaid  also  frc)in
a 17ery  early  age  and  a.Iso  sat  in Temple  all  day.
We  lived  in  Buffalo,  New. York  and  were  in.embers  of  Beth  Zion  `.-.1..ere  I  began  my
Relious  School  educat.ion..  I  idolized  RabbJ..  Joseph  L.  Fink  9u+r  rabbi  and  it may
be  ±h?.t  i.t  was  frcm hin  that  I  acquired lt.y  f]..rst ro'le model  of  the  rabbi.
During  this  tim.e  Hymen.. Jur]ah  Schachtel  was  a  stindent  at  HUG  and  occupied  I.he
pup.i.+.  when,   .in'  si]Imner,   he.  was  on  vacation.     I  wantec]  to  ,-Learn  Hebrew  and  it.  was
he  who  taugITme  to  read  Hebrew  letters.
I  s+.ill  have  a  Tanach-inscribed  to.me  as  fol.i.ows,:

•A"f7   ,ncQC)N    7``lJ`   *  io`  tJ

To  my  firs,t  pupil                                                                                        .
`'   Sidney  H.   Brooks

from
Hyman  Judah  Schachtel

February  15,   ].931

Was  the.t  the.beginning  of  my  "Jewish"  education?  May.be.  I  had.  a  profe,ssor
for  many  ye'ars.,  God  bless  him,   (Jacob  Rader  Marcus)   who  said  one  day:"  If
He,brew  were  +.he  key  to  Judaism,  every  Haifa. stftyedore,  woij.Id  be  a  prophet!"

At  that  age,   11,  my  moth,.er  €¢nd  Gran,.dmother  arj.d  I  moved  to  Atlantic  City,
Ne,w  Jersey  arid  I  came    under` the  imf.luence  of  Rabbi  Henry  M.  Fisher,  of
blessed  memory.  He  was  a  spiritual  father  to  me.  I  adored  him.    He  taught  me
more  ahout,  pulpit  p.resenc£,  voice  cozitrol,  bring]..ng  out  t.he  beauty  of  the
words  and  ph.rase,s  of  the  liturgy,  c'onveying  a  spirit  of  prayer  to  th.e
congregation  than  anyone  e~.lse    .i.n  my  life.  I  studied  with  him  unt.i.i  I  had,
frankly,  reached.  the.  limit  c)f  h.i.s  Hebraic  t=apacit,ies.  Still  in  all,  I
bJ.ess  his  soul  because  h.e  was  ,  in  his  way,    a  great  rabbi  and  pastor.
I.  have  included.  these  names    because,i:,hough  not  related  to  me,  t,hey  were
my  spirtual  ancestors.
Af ter  studying  with  Rabbi  Fisher  I  went  to  the  Conservative  Rabbi
Reuben  8.  Weilerst,ein  and  for  years  went.  at  night  to  learn  from  him. .He
gave  me  enormous  time,   love  an.d  he.Ip.  He  was  not  a  good  preacher  but  he
was  an  erudite  scholar  and  .I  soaked  up  every  wc`;rd    I  could  from  him.
We  were  fri-ends  ancl  in  contact  with  each  other  uzitil  his  death  rna.ny  years
later o
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La.E„:„   (cont'd)

I  cr.)uld  not  have  been  more  than  12  or  13  ar.  this  time.  When  I  was
11  years  old  Rr?Lbbi  Fisher  allowed  me  I.o  conduct  a  fuJ.i  Sabbath  morning
service!  [Iow many  rabbis  toc]ay  would  trust.  so  young  a  lad  with  that
assignment.
One  frj..day  nib.ht  in  1938    Rabbi  Fisher  was  stricken  ill.  in  I.he  pulpit
and  he  was  .rushed  to  the  hosrLjital.  He    required  emergency  surgery.
He  refused  to  be  operated  upon  until  I  was  sent  for  and  I  stood  beside
him.  He  turned  to  ne  and  said  si.mp].y:"Please,  Sidney,  take  over  the
congregation  until  I  am  wello"       In.  those  days  many  many  rabbis
vacationed  in  Atlantj.c  City  d.uring  the  summer.  So  I  recru.ited  a  different
rabbi  each  we.ek  t.o  deliver  the  sermon  while  I  ar.ranged  the  se.rvices  and.
did  the  pastoral  a.uties  as  best  I  could.,  I  ha.d  never    been  in  an  HUC
c].assroom!     Thus  I  met  the  g'dolei  ha-a.or,  great  prea.chars  who  were
kir).d  to  me  and  preached  each  week.  I  recall  some  names:  Nathan  Krass,
William  Rosenau,  Louis  rv.Zolsey,   So].omen  Starrels,  William  Feinschreiber,i

David  Philipson  and  JUJ.ian  Morgenstern  a,re  amo.4nig  the  na.mes  I  recaJ.i
now.  I  learns.,d    so  many  styles  of  preachj.ng  from  listening  to  these
men  even  though  I  was  only  18  years  old,,
I  was  always  over  idea.Iistic  abQtit  the  rabbinate  and  wanted  t.o  me.et
some,  of  t.he  great  rabbis  personally,,  Rabbi  Fisher  i..ntr.oduced.  me  to
Rabbi  Louis  Wolsey  who  grasped  my  hand  twh,Then.  told  I  aspired  to  I.he
rabbinate  and  said:"  Allow me  to  be  the  first  to  over  my  condolencesl"
On  the  other  hand.  when  I  was  about  lJ.  or  12  I  met  Dr.  .Julian  Morgenstern
w.ho  ,   in  spite  of  my  youth.,   treated  rp,e  with  respect.,  kindnes.s,  a.nd
with  care.fu].  guidance  from  th€-it  moment  to  the  end  of  his  .1.ife.
In  my  seventh  year  at  the.  Co].Iege    I  had  met  |Tane  and  we  were  'L.o  be
rna.Tried  t.b.at  .une.  It  was  expected  to  ,  more  of  less,  have  Dr®
MorgenEtern`s  perm.i.ss.i.on®  Nervously,   I  went.  to  see  h.im.  Telling  him  of  my
intentions  he  then  launched  into  a  long  .].ec+.ure.  on  how  important  it  was
th.at  I  pay  100%  attention  to  my  studies    'v`,jhich  would  form  .the
foundation  for  in.y  rabbinate  the  rest  of  my  life.   "Can  you  manage  to  do  thi.r3",
he  asked.  ,   "  if  you  are  married?"        I  replied  that  I  thought  I  could
pay  a  lot  more  attention  to  my  studies  if  I  were  IT?,arried  than  if  I  were
I).ot!    He  threw  back  his  head  and  laughed  heartily  and  extended  his
congratula.tions .

I  repeat:  I  am  aware  that  the  above  does  not  direct.1.y  deal  with my  parents  and
ancestors,.  I  had  no  real  family  except  my  mother  and  grandmother.  And.  I
still  feel  my  teachers  were  my  family.



36.  Tell us the story of your life on the following pages,  emphasizing your
Jewish associations ,  your participation in civic affairs ,  the nature of your
economic and professional work,  etc.   Tell it in your own words .

Wj.th  apologies  for  some  repetj.tion,  .I  must  record  soemthing  of  my  into.llectual,
spiritual  and  emotional  development  which  le.d  me  to  the  rabbinate.
As  stated    ahove      I  came  from  a  home  which  was  ritualistically  sterile
except  that  no  Sabbth  or  holiday  went  wit.hout  notice  and  attendance  at
worship  services.    The  candles  were  lit  every  Friday  night®  I  do  not  recall
Kiddush  until  I  brought  such  home  from  Religious  School.
I  lc>ok  back  now  with  wiser  eyes  on  the  yo`ing  lad  I  was  then  as  if  he  were
a  different  person.  I  Has  in  spite  of  my  declared  intention  to  myself  and
others  to,  enter  the  rabbinate  still  aritoivale,nt.  My  best  sui3jer.-ts  were  in
sciences.  I  excelled  in  physicsz  biology  and  chemistry`.  I  attended  the
conventions  of  the  AMAI..  with  pass,es  given  to  me  by  m}-  doctor.I  watched
surgery®    Yet,  I  could  not  quite  project  myself  into  that  role  of  physiJ*ian
as  comfortably  as  into  the  role  of  rabbi  as  I  saw  it  modeled  by  my  rabbi.
I  needed  counseling.  But  ,  in  those,  days,   there  was  none  worth  the  name®
I  went  from Atlantic  City  to  Cincinnati  alone  and  enrolle,d  in  the  University
of  Cincinnati  and  at  HUG  as  a  special  student  I,o  learn  the  materials  necessary
for  the  entrance  examination.  I  took  two  chemistry  c].ass,es  at  UC.
One    day  I  was  summoned  to  meet  with  Dr.  Henry  Englande,r  who  confronted  me  with
a  tra,nscript  of  my  UC  record®  H  questioned    my  courses  in.chemistry.  I  told  him
I  loved  it.  He  replied  by  saying:   ''  Young  zr.an,  make  up  your  mind.  Are  you.  coming
to  us  as  a  regular  student  to  st,udy  for  the  rabbinate  or  are  you  intent  upon
being  a  physician.''      My  answer:"  I`m  coming  to  you,  if  you  will  have  me."
That  was  the  point  of  no  return  and  ,  now  considered,an  example  of  terrible
counseling.  Dear  Dr®  Englander  was  wrong.  My  background  in  science  has  stood  rile
well  to  this  day®
I  wanted  above  all  the  be  a  congregational  rabbi  which  would  give  me  the
opportunity  to  teach,  to  guide,    to  work  in  social  affairs  and  use  my
knowledge  of  Ju`daism  to  make  our  society  a  hit  more  humane  and  just.
Every  professor    but.  one  at  the  a.ollege  left  an  indelible  nrk  upon  me.a
I  studied  hard.  I  had  to.  I  knew  and  know  now  I  am  not  the  brightest
of  mind.  But  there  is  not  a  day  I  a.o  not  feel  my  indebtedness  to  historical
forces  I  learned  from  Jacob  Marcus,  theology  from  Hesch.el{with  whom  Istudied
privately  for  years)and  Cohon,  the  marvelous  insights  and  logic  of  what  little
Talmud  I  cou,1d  mast,er  from  the  philosophy  of  Atlas  and  the  Talmud  of  Guttman.
And  others.
a  ut  one  man  led  me  to  a  new  path.  Dr.  Abraham  Franzblau    opened  my  eyes  to
the  psychological  and  psychiatric    wonders  of  life  and  what  I  could  do
as  a  counselor.  I  took  both  of  his  courses  twicel  After  ordiantion  I  studied  not
only  rabbinics  by  myself  but  I  read  voluminously  in  the  areas  of  counseling
and psychotherapy.  As  a  result  I  thick  I  was  able,  and  still  am,  to  help
many  of  our  folk  find t.heir  was  to  happie.I  lives.
I  also  formulated  a  rule  for  myself :    No  matter  who  came  to  see  me  in  my
off ice  or  elsewhe,re  I  would  try  ne,ver  to  let  them  leave  without  .teaching  them
something  about  Jewish  thought.    Just  a  word,  a  book,  an  idea  or  a  spin-off  from
what  we  had  been  discussing.
I  found  retirement  easy  .  I  had  much  to  do®  And  still  have  plenty  of  projects
in mind.  However,  I  sadly  record  that ny  successor  caused  me  deep  spiritual  and
ematianal   t]ain.

r=
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3'6   (cont,'d)

However,    his  service~  to  our  congregation  is  finished  and  I  look  forward
with  certa.inty  I.o  the  healing  of  the  sp.i.it  his  ministry  caused  ina  fine
congregation  and  I,o  welcoming  our  new  rabbi  July  1,   1988,  Rabbi
Aryeh  Azriel.


