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A.molts.  the  more  sigr}ificant  gra±`itti  of  our
time  is  one  whicll  wa,a  found  in  a  deep  cellar
under  tl?`,e   city  of  Colo#ile.     Tiiere,   a  des.per&te
8rotiLp   Of  Jevj6  hidina``frf:iT!i  i;£i.!j]..   terror  had
T7ritten  this  upoil  tlic  b.ftllr3  of  tlleir  living
t o-'nb :

'!1   believe   ill  the   sun,   Overt_  1.phel].  it
is  r}ot   shinir}i~S.
I  believe  in  love,   e~v-eri  v¥'hen  feeling
ii;  not;,
I  believe  in  God,   even  v,'hen  Ire
irJ  Silent.'i

(mr  tir[es  are  not-  to  be  oo]:i|]ared  to  -±}iose
in wlinch  tliof.e  terror  stricken  hun.ted  men,
v,'omen  anfJ  children  lived  all.a  died.     ELt  all
of  us,  despite  the  happiriess  anc]  security  of
this   E5et-till.g  as  it  me`e+:a  tll.e  esre,  would  be
less  i;lian honest  if  we  did  not  fa,ce  the  fact
of  our  timess    there  are  terrors  in the
world.     Ir],  various  w'a}rcL3  we  are  h]..ding  from
tllem.      :,,',.'e   do   not   lmo\'.,'  1.`,then  one   of   th~e
idiocies  ol.  ci-.uelties  or  thoughtless  acts
of  violence  \:i.rill  find  us  out  ,antl  destroy  us
ar!d   oirm  world.

It  is  our  responLie  to  this  #ithF,tion which\

I  v,iould  discuf3s  with  grou  for  a  few  mimites.
Iiet  me  con-fesEJ  immedi8,tely,   gr8.6.ua,ting
seniors,  that  I  }mow  pet.fectly  v.tell  that
from your  point  of  vie\:`.I  1`` ha,ve  little  to
commend  your  attention.    And  I  art  honestly
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humble  E!.bout   it,   because  you  €ure,   ill  f5ome
measllfe,  correct.

I  ant  cJver  thirty   (b®v  a  goocl`  deal! }   and
therefore,  fcir  g,one  of  }rou,  not  to  be
tru.q,ted.     I   €3m  a  I?tT?.bbi   !iiid,   i;here fore.   for
r3Cme  of  you,   less  th.`r!en  rclinble  fol.  you
ijiigJ].i   tliin]c  I  i;pealc  from  a  `'±?5f,i®'jibri  dit3tant
from  group  o'iq,rn.      I  apt  I?.1:`C`,   £3.  religio]ilst   and,
therefo].-e,   I   @m  8~ssoci`T.ted  ',i','ii;h  that
abpminEibJ.e  generalize.tion i     ''orga.n5.zed
religion".     1'hough_  I  think  that  I would  be
in  agreemei'it  virith  mL`st  of  :i-ou  that  liiodern
"organ.iized  i.eligiori"  has  followed  ra,ther  them
led.  ifl  the  m{.Ltter  of  i:unov&tive  applicai;ion
of  the  ethical  principles  of humane  life.
Lastl&r,  however,   I  ima?,ine  I  anL  some`,'/hat
Suspeet  because   I  aj?1  a  pare_Tlt.     Indeed  I  am
the  very  i]roud  |]{i.rent  of  o}'ie   of  you  t=fhom
I  love  if.v'it.h  all  ray  heart®     Ehit  tha.t  very
relationship  of  p€i,reni;s  ancl  chilclren  ill
itE3elf  .is  a  challen.ge  for  both  of  tis.

I  lead.  to  ny  #ub,je.ct  1.with  a  i'7ortl  in  ny
defellsc;`   a.}id  by  ±m|]1ica,tioll  'che  defe}ise   of
the  pcarentf.  and  family  of  each  of  I/out

T7'e  v,rere  not  al+7a}rs   over  thirty.     'i,t`,'e  too
vttere  once  your  age,   8.1heit  in  8.  dj.fferemt
tinie  arm  temper.     rmi'thermore,   I  c!pe:ik  to  ypn,
not  as  the  repl.esentative  of  a.  parochi8,1
faith  bnt  as  one who  belj.eves  that  th.ere
are  religious  and  ethical  perspectives
which  apply  to  us  all.     Iiastly,  I  beg  you
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to  recall  that,  &s  I  said  a moment  ago,  the
relationship  between parents  and  children
ig  a    challenge  for both.    And  ln  proper
understanding of that  relationship lies
enormous  resources  and  gplrltual  power to
meet  our  Current  problems.
A8  you would  expect  I  find  a  phrase  from
the  tradition  common to  all  of us useful
for m8  to  organ±&e  ny'  tliou8hts  an.a,  hope-
fully,  helpful for you  to  un.derstand  an
idea which  I  earnestly  hope  you will
remember  t®  your  good.

But  bef ore  I  share  it  with  you,  let  me  Bay
most  emphaticallgr,  that  despite  the  Betting
of  this  service,  my  role  ag  a  speaker  and
the  tone  of what  is  expected  I  am  definitely
not  preaching to  you.    I  merely  wiE]h  to  open
n]]r  own heart  and  minfl,  frankly  an.a  candidly
and  perhaps  in what  I  say you will  Bense
echoes  of  what  you yourselves  feel  and
believe.     So  w©  spealc  of  both  the  you]ng  and
the  old,  both parents  and  children®    So  let
us  think not  of  One  or  the  other  but  of
both,
In the  Biblical  book  of  Joel  we  read  an
&stonishingly  perceptive  and  relevant
passage.    Joel  is  describing  a future  when
not  only  p]ngrBical  blessings .shall  be  the
reward  for  ®bedlence  t®  the  ethical wa3r  8f
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|1fe,  but  also spiritual blessings  and  in
partioul&r  the  gift  of  prophecy.    So
speaking  for  God,  he  f5ays§

''And  it  shall  come  to  pass  afterward,
that  I will  pour  out ny  spirit  on
all  fleBhi

• Your  Bone  and  daughters  Shall  prophesy.
Your  old  men  shall  dream dreams  and
your young men  Shall  see visions."

(Joel  3$1)

How  imediately  qt:[estions  arise.    Isnlt  it
aLstoun.ding  that  in the  future  time  alluded
to,  prophesy will be  the  gift  of the  young
not  the  old  and  venerable?    And  agains    What
is  the  difference  between a  dream and  a
vision?    In that  distinction,  I  suggest  to
you,  1s  the  essence  of  the  partnership  between
young  an.a  old  which `ban and  will  sustain us
through the  terrors  dS our times.
ket  me  take  you  back far  a moment  to  that
heroic  inst3ription on the wall  in the  cellar
under  cologne §                         .

''1  believe  ln the  gun,  evei], when  it
ls  not  shining.
I  believe  ln love,  even when  feeling
it. not,            \
I  believe  ln  God,```.`even  when  He  ls

silent , ''                           ``}
*

Dear  REiendB  A113    those  llries  were  the  faith
®f  no  single  grottp® There  were young  and  old,
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the  aged  and  the  infan,tE!®     There  were  i;he
wiBe  and  the  glmple,  the  weak  and  the  Strong.
And  yet  they were  united with  a  Singleness
of  purpose  that  gave  meanilng  to  their  11±e
and  which was  responsible for  their  survival.
They  cared  about  each  other.     They  loved
each  other.
Yes,   old  men  d&:'eamed  dreams:     at}out  the  past
and  its  safety  and  Security and  its  loveli-
ness  a"d  its  lost  youthful  e:cuberance.    And
young men Saw visions,  because  their  own,
past  was  so meager  for  them,  viBionB  of  a
future with  Ba±.ety and  Security a]rd  loteli-
nesB  and  th.e  chance  to  seek  out  one's
de8tir}y  in  pe&oe.

I}reenm. and  visions    different  a±id  yet  the
same.    Eat.h in a  separate  idiom  and  yet
each  incltiding  the  other  in  love  and  cone'erm.
had  still in all it was  in the young that
the  potentiality  of  prophesy  was  given®
It  would  be  foolish to  ®veh  suggest  that
gradtlation from High  School  represents  an
end  to    learning.    riot  in our  time.    Not
even  for  t}iose  who  d®    not  go  on to  E3tudy  at
colleges  arm  univeresities.    For  in today.a
world.  art  in  tomorrowls,  life  itself  demands
learning.    And  those  who  close  their  books
never  to  Open  another  are  doomed  to  powerless
f rmder±Jng  in the  curreniiB  of  Swift  and
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•remorsel®ss  change.     They  will  Surely  be

inundated.
Btit  evefl  wisdom  is  Hot  tli.e   stlre  8.nd  sole
po.gses8ion  of  either `young  a.r  old  to  the
exeltlgion  of each  other.    It  ls  not  in
lmowledge  alone  that  the  nature  of  dreams
and  visionB  are  detemlned.    For  t.he  dream
of  the  past  arid  the  vision of the  fu.fare
are  both the  product `of  the  yearmlng mind.
F*eud  geld  dreams  were  stimulated  by um-
fulfilled whshes®    Be  that  as  it  ray,  we
¢a]i  do  notlrfug  about  the  past®     Only  this
present  moment  and  tire  next  lie  within  ou=r
power  to  Shape  am.a  direct  as  best  we  can.
And  tfiis  is  a matter  of  whll|  of  choicei  ®f
character  and  Spirit.    What  shall  we  do?
H®w  E=hall  we  beliave?    Tthat  i§  meardngful
arid what  .is  not?    These  are  matters  of
lntentlon which hinge  upon the  kind  of
person  one  18.
It  stands  to  reason then,  that  the  dream of
the  Old  or  the  vision  of  the  yoijLng  i8  shaped
not  by ago  or  group  rfut  by  gil  those  elements

`..

of  experience  and  learning  qnd  loyalities
and  loves  that  make  a man  wha`t  he`.`is.    And
each  of  uB  iB  just  tliat;    the  compos`-its  of
effects  and  influences  of  those  with whom
we  hffve  had  our moat  meanlmgful  relation-
Ships  a]rd  laire8®    And  if  those  relationsliips



-fiL-
• .t   b€  sound,  which  is  to  a.ay  Honest  &rd  real,

permissible  &rl.a  respofisible,  then  we  need
no  proof  of  their  validity.     i,t§re  }mow.     iS'-e
require  no  proof  or  the  .T2uH  even  oi-i  the
darkest  day.    Nor  of  loire  even  i.rdien  that
love  Shows  the  face  of  di€3c.ipline,  coiitrol,
anxiety  or  even remonE3trnace,  a,g  it  does  in
The  case  of  parerfu  to  child  or  Tt'hell,  a*q  in
the  reverse,  a  parent  lr.rJonders  about  €L  love
obscured  by vthp.t  appears  as  individuality,
the  g`truggle  for  freetlom,  i;he  impassioned
plea  for  a  different wa]r  of  1.ife  from his  orw±i®
It  is  t"e  that the gift  of propheegr,  if  it
be  at  all,  lies  with yout  the  graduates  arid
your  contemporaries.    You will  look to  the
shape  of  tomorrowls  world®    But  that
prophecy  mLt.st  find  room  for  bo+.h  the  dreams
and  the  visions,  for  t±ie  union  of yottr
generation with all  of  those  - .younger
€md  older  -  among whom you will  live  and
for whom you  live  to  the  eli.d  of  your-  days.

There  is  terror  abroad  in  t}.ie  land.
._I   -==

Biit  there  i.a  also  now  a,8  never  before  in
htrmn higt®ry  an  enormous  .unquenchable  hope.
Men no  -longer believe  or  aot  ag]  1f  suffer.ing
and  conflict  were  nat;ur.a.1.     'There  is  a hope
that  life  nBBd  mat  b®  dominated  by  terror.
Hhat wars  are  not  inevitable.    q!hat  there
need  not  be  barriers  to  leaming  or  achi©v-
ment  or  hgLppinesg  one  iota  beyond  a ,,J'man'g
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bwn  limitatidnB  of  Skill  F~nd  twill.    That
there  need not  be  poverty and  pain  or b"-
talities  in  the n&me  of nfltion  or re].igion
or  race.     Out  of  that  hope  h.ag  ®ome  mich  of
the  turmoil  of  our  tim.eB.    Out  of  that  hope
comas  the  protest  against  everyth.ing  that
is  ©vil®     Out  of  that  hope  mist  come
tomorrow'g  pea.ce.

Phs  transition represented  by  graduation
from Higi  School  for .both  students  and  their
farriliBs  is  but  one|  we  hope,  ill the  measure
of  a long and useful  life.
AB  we  E!hare  this  together,  may  we  share  our
wor]L€l  together3    the  dream and  the  vision,
yet  giving  to you our beloved  children  the
gift  of  prophecy.    And  may  you  find  in that
prophecy  the  k].nd  of wol.1d,  the  kind  of  life
that will  never  canBe  ycm  to  cringe  in the
Cellar  of  fear tnt  to  emblazon u.pon  the
gates  through which men  and  women &ri.d  children
flow  into  each  otherlg  dom{|,ins  in  pe&oe,
the  eterm.al  hope  and  tmst!

''1  believe  in the  Bun,  even wh.en  it
18  not  8hirdng.
I  believe  ip.love,  even when feeling
it not,
I  believe  in  God,  even when  He  i8
Silent , ''

ltry  God  bless  you -  our  children - with that
eternal tmsti


