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I hope you win forgive ne  if  I approach the  m5or  idea  I would like  to share

with you teddy frankly and personally.    It would be -foe-Iish ne-rely to  say things`-I

think you want  to  hear  only  to  avoid corfuroveray®

I am reminded  of  the  chassic  story  Of  an undoubtedly  legendary colleague  of

mine.    There was  a  time when a rabbi was  as  mush a  judge  as  a  theologian.    After

listenirig  carefully and patiently to the phaiutiff  in a dispute,  the rabbi said,
IIYou are  absolutely  right,  nEr  sonl"    The rabbi  then mde the  sane  remrk to the

defendant  after  listening with equal attention to an exactly contrary report Of

the  circumstances.    The rabbits wife happened to be preserfe  at  the  trial art on

the way home  she  could  not  refrain from asking  her  husbands    llHow  can both  lifeigants

possibly be  right?W   To this the  rabbi replied with the gentleness becoming  both

a  husband  and  a  rabbi:    ''You,  too,  are  right,  nor dearl`'

Let  me  then be  more  decisive  and  taTh  about  ourselfros  and what  I belfove  to

be  a deeper ixplication Of  our  association together.    If  there be  any here who do

not  understand  the basic  purposes,  advantages  and programs  Of Rotaryj  it would  be

amazing  to me  in view  Of  the  constant rehearsal and, repetition  of  them®    But  I

doubt very' mush whether all of us  understand the ixpact which we have both in-

diwidtrally and couectively upon the basic  values  in our  sceiety.

Che  Of  ngr first  counselors  in preaching  once  said to mss    IIIf you want  to be

ligbened to,  give  lem hell!"    I do not  intend sixply to get attention bar being

cr±tioal.    But  I firmly believe that while we purporfu to represerfe the finest
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cross  scotion Of American business and profession life,  in reality we are  only a

part  of that  life.   And more  ixportantly vye have  omitted from our €orteern what  is,

in ny  julgenent,  the  most  vital and promising  potential I or makir}g  the  Amerfoan

dream a world dream,  and for  demonstrating  the  irmer  spiritual  strength of democ-

raqy a§ well as  its  capacity to handle men and  machiues®    in short, we  have  phaoed

no real  value  or I ound  any recognized place  aaeng  us for men whose pr±xpary oencern

lies  in the fields  of apeculative research,  music,  art,  1iteratur.ej  theolqg3r*  or

philosoptry-    This  is  nat  just  the failing  Of Rctary-;-it  is -the  faili]qg -Of  _the   _

society whieh  our association reflects*    It  is the  vast  opportunity which we  have

to change  this climate  Of  apinion that  merits our  close atteution.

Net  long  ago  our  Ppesideut  tout  ne  Of  a  conversation with a  man who  seeds

llwhat does Rotary do-besides have  lunch togetherqu'   This  is  a terriblgr frustrating

question for anyone with the slightest knowledge of  the actual accoxplishmeuts  af

our  organization.    I am,  of  course,  among  those  who wound defend with pride  the

creative  activity  of this clrib  in contributing  to the welfare  Of  our community

and  its  citizens.    Our members  are  more  than  successful business  men and  profes-

sionals*    They are  leaders  in their churches  and  qynagogues,  in social welfare

agencies,  on hospital boards,  in the ptolio  schools,  in civic  organizations  and

at the  universities and colleges.    But these  activities are  atways  seconday]r

inderests.   Excepting  special  irstaaces  Of periodic work in a  specific  project+

sueh  activities  are  second  choice®   Fil`sb,  undersfandabty and justifiably+  cores

a  manls  own  occupation.

But  the real question isf   are  not the fields  Of education, welfar.e and

culture deserving Of  more than  secondary irfuerest?   Were  it  net  for  our  slavish

and blind adherance  to the wholly  uur`ealistic  conception Of what  suecess mears}

maq3r of  our finest brains  and  spirits would  nat  be questionably spent  in a  life-

time  Of frantic  oonpetition in ovexpopuhated fiends,  but  could  make lasting  con-

tributions  to the  indellectual growth and  spirittLal strength Of  our  entire  rration*
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Letls  look at  the  record for a moment.   The  list  Of  chassifications  in  our

Club  is,  I think,  a  pretty good and fair cross  section of the  busirress art profes-

sional life  of American society today,    Still there ig  net  in the  ertoire  list a

single teacherj  research scieutist,  historian,  theologian,  philosopher,  social

serviee worker,  group worker,  case worker,  political scieutist,  artist,  poet,

novelist,  sculptor  or  musician.    To  be  sun.e,  there  are  men among  us  higELy profi-

cierfu  in these  skills.    There  are men whose daily concern falls within these areas
--:i_==

of  thought-but  otry  insofar-as  they frict`ion~ in executive  and adrinistraLtive      +ut--

capacities.    Every  one  Qf  the  men whose  initial  impulse was  to  follow  a  career

in the  arts,  or  in human welfare,  or  in education,  or  in religion,  today finds

himself  in  executive  capacity  in order  to  surviife.    And  so  among  us  are men who

are  the  victims of  the very  social structure we as cormunity representatives  have

helped to create.

I)o you renrember  that pathetic  and frightening  interview with Albert Eiast®in

toward the  end of  his  lit e?   Einsteinls  experience as  a  theoretical physicist was

in  itself  a  sad  comneutary  on the  state  Of  mind  Of  our worldi   Actually,  be  beea]ne

widely acclaimed  only when what  he  had discovered was  proven to  have  llpractical#

value-the  kind  Of practical value most precious  in our  day:   that  of finding  a

more  explicit  and  ingenious  may  bo  destrey  other  humn beir}gs.    But  be  that  as

it .my,  Einstein was  ores asked ty a  mgazine  reporter  to  conment  on the  situation

of  scientists  in America®    His  response was this:    lIIf  I had to plan ny career

all  over again,"  he  said,  ''1 wound  nat  try to become  a  scientist,  scholar  or

teacher.    I would rather choose  to  be a  plumber  or  a peddler in the  hope that  I

would I ind that  a  modest degl'ee of indeperdenee  is  still available  under the

present  circumstances t w

Now fortunately for  us,  Einstein never  had that  choice  and  our worid was  nat

to be robbed ty  its  own callousness  of  the  rich legaey  of wisdom Einstein be-

queathed  to  us.   And yet,  iBnlt  it  gertnain to  our  present pligfro  to  asks  how  may
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Of  todayfs young people who are  in the  process  of making that  choice wfll say an

exphatic  IINon  to their first  choice  Of work and to that fen which they are  im

tellectunlftyj  spiritunny and texpermeutalty suited rather than risk a life  Of

economic  strnggle and  social disdain?    I for  one an convinced that  this is  our

failing.   We  talk  out  Of  both  sides  of  our  mouths®    We  say to  our young  people;

II0herish your ideals and your faith,  be  lAventive and origfro1,  do what you think

will help you to contribute most  signiffoantly to  our  society and  our worrdll,

until-lone  of  our  own young  men comes  home with a  serious  and  expressed  desire

to enter the ministr]r  or the arts  or teaching  or  social  servfoe.   And then we

srddenty are  coldly "practicalw!   Then we point  out  hcmr  little  success in terns

of douars  and cents  are possible  in these areasl   TaTh about  adeivalen¢eJ

Qrten  I aLm tors  ty may  of  seeming  coxplimeut:    ltYou know,  Rabbi,  yould  have

mere  a  superb business  manll.   And frankly,  IIm flattered.    Ilm ghad  to  know that

Of all tasks to be done  on this  earth art  in this  life  I might be capable  of doing

nope  than  one®    But with coxplete  seriousness  Ild  like  to  reverse  the conplimeut

and  say  to  you who  are,  for the  most  part,  busirress men:    IIYou know,  may  Of you

would have made  Superb clergymen and  teachers  and artists  and philosophers''.   And,

unlike the  case  in which  I might  have been just  another  superfluous and mediocr.e

business man,  our world would have  been far  the  better  if ve  Could have  had  some

of your brains  and spirit  and talent  to guide  us  full tine  in irfeellectunl and

spiritual  endeavor.    If this had cone  to pass,  perhaps we Would nut  be  poised  on

the brink  Of de8truetion every hour Of  the day.   And perhaps we would really have

enough real resources  of  apirit to avoid  sons  Of  the damning  sihatiors  in our

courrbry  that do more  than angr Russian cormunist  can pos§±bly do  to  undermine  the

prestige and demonstrable rightness  of the democratic way  of life.

Let me  say ty way  Of  illustration that  two  recent  inejident§ have  ixpressed

this  idea  indelibfty on ny mind and reinforced the valmity  of the  thoucht for ne.
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Nut  long  ago  LEE magazine ran a  full  issue on the  sobjeet  of Anerha&n ®n-

tertalnment®    The  arfuicle  surveyed with great detail the  ]ngrriad  of  I cFTas  inverrfued

ty the  oitiaens  Of  our  hard to  have fun.   The  nrost  staggering fact  of all was  the

cost-I -..-just a  nice round figure.    Our  ration spends  over  two billion donar8  a year

on just  plain fun®    Thick  Of  itl   And  now think Of  it  in cormection with what was

undoubtedly the  most pathetic  and urmecessary tragedy Of  recent years-the  Ohiongo

School fdre*    That  terrible  catastrophe was #¥ard urashamedly Called an   _=~~_~rf`+   _

#ac¢ident#j    lt mss nothing  Of the kind®    It was not  accidental.    It mas  deliberatel

Do you mean to  say that  a  rEtlon which Chooses  to  spend  two  billion dollars

a year on fims    travel,  night  clubs,  gamblingS  dance bands,  records,  sport§i  movies,

shamrs and  cther  forms  Of  escape  oanlt  find  the pennies  to  build decent  school

houses?    It is  possible that a ration which has the  genius,  desire,  inventiveness

and  sheer determination to  send a  rocket  even half way to where  a  Russian rocket

gees,  canft build a  school house  ln Chicago  or  Chaha  or anyw.hare  else that  is  sate

for our  chirdren?   af  oourse tre  canl   We  sixply mke choices-sous  very bad choioes

in What we want to dot   And too mngr  Of  us  find  serf-indulgence  and  scientific

exhibitionian more  ixportaut than putting the principles of our faith into terms

of conerete realities¢   And thatls no accident;  itls deliberate®    It  has  to do

directly .with   our.  sense  of values,  the values  of  edueation and  faith,  Of  haman

welfare  and  human destiny.

I think quite  Of ten Of  a young man who for  early f ormtive perieds  of  his

life was  a  stulenb  Of mine.    He thought then that  he warrbed  to go  into  the

rabbirrate,    Cbe  sumer  ha  tock a  job with a  construetion gang.   Writing  ne  Of  his

work be reported that he was building  a  sewer.    I replied that in qBr  jutgenent  it

was  one  Of  the more  useful things  he would do  in his whole  life tHr way  Of direct

searvLoe to  his fellowmn.    But  I hastened bo  add that  it was  nat  one  of the  most

significant  on eterml.   Real wisdom lies  in knaring  the differenee in situtions
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not quite so traaspareut.   Real wisdom will lead us to create the  kind of climate

Of  opinion that will put both in their proper place.

What can we do?   Well,  first  Of all  I think we  must disabuse  ourselves  of

sons  attractive but  thoronghly false assumptions.

The first  is  that  only the work  of practical sciendific  achievenBnt can  save

us.    Or  to put  ±t  in mcpe familiar  sounding wordss    that  a  crash program predueing

a  rration of  scientists will  solve all our problemsi  ease worm tension±.~g±±i?_|p.„

effect,  stop the cold war with a winnerls medal  in our  hands.

«ow this  view is both unrealistic  and misleading.    Itl§  umealisti¢  because

you cannot take  a  ration of well balanced minds  and  suddenly  turn a high per€erfuage

of  students  into realms  Of  pragmatic  sciermes  sixpky because  some  think we need  to*

th every chess room there win be  irfuellecttrals who  sinply cannot  balance  a

chemical formula  if they stay there for  ten years.   But  these are  nat  second-¢less

minds.   "e need them in otter areas of coupeteney just as critical as  in scientific

achievement.   We  do  nat  need thousands  of  surplus  scieutistsi   We  need  only  one

Einstein,  one  Qppenheimer,  one Teller,  one  brilliade,  daring theoretical  student

of  science against thousands Qf  ordinary technicians.    But  it  is  equally necessary

to disabuse ourselves  of the misleading  idea  that  only so-called  Wpractical'l  skills

can save  us.    If we  insist  they can, we  say also  that arts and  Letters,  philosopty

art  pure  research,  history and  sociology,  poetry and  music,  ethics and religion

are  expendable in this  critical time.    Sheer blindnessl

what  kind  Of  suririval are we talking  about?   Gadgets  that will destroy  our

earth?   Power  in the  hands  Of  trigger  happy men on both  sides  Of the  iron curtain
•who  dontt  know  how  to  use  that ponerl   Vile  need  our  scieuti8ts.    Gee knows we  dof

But we  also  need  the men and women who will  study how  power  and wealth  and know-

ledge  are  to  be  used for  hulnan good®    We  need  our missiles  to  the  moon,  but we

also  need  our mls§1,give, to  humanity.    We  need people  not  to  restrain the  hard  Of
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the  scientist,  but to direct it so that the pc"ers  unleashed in our rorrd will be

directed  to human happiness,  health and  understanding.    I believe  the  Creation Of

that kind of olimte of  opinion ty example,  eneouregeacrfe art  sxpport  ls a direct

reapousibility Of  ours t

Therets another assumption with which  I would quarrel¢    It  is  that the

edusatiomal  system  in America  has  been laggard!    Nonsense.    Over  our  false  sense

of  Shame  in the  seierrfelfi€  race with Russia we  have  turrBd-our  backs  on the-    ~-~

equnltry  ixpordant products  Of the Anerioan educatiorral  system which  has  produeed,

in spite  of woefully  irmdequnte  support,  a  rration of respect for  human rights,

love  Of culture art deep  spirit even while we devalue  these Characteristics  in

our  pungr  zraterial  reward  Of  them.

I have  talked with enough  educators  and  teachers  to  know  how  futile  has been

their pleading  for more  schools,  higher pay for teaobers,  better equipment,  hi€har

tares  f or  school maitltemace  and grauts  for  research and  st\rdy.   And yet,  our

schools have produced veil trairred  studerrds  in all fiems,  not  because  these

stuleuts got the recognition they deserved,  but because  sous  people  so  lowed to

teach and preach,  to  dream and  to create that  they persisted in doing  so.   These

men and women are  the  heroes  of American life.    These are  the  people who  need  our

acclamation now and our  eneourageneut  and  our full Support  in the futue.

fry final dispute  is with the  long  time  conditioned assumption that Anerioa--

these  united Statesrinust always be the first,  the  Largest,  the  best  at  everything

in this best Of  all possible worms.   Wh3r?   Are  our  minds better?    Or  is  it  our

souls?    I think neithar*    I believe we  have mush to give  the  €ormun±ty  Of  ratbns

to the World  of imankind,    I believe we  also have  unch to  learn fran others.    I

do nat think that  a  Russian scientifie  discovery means  that Amsrioa  is  stupid  or

going to the degs®    I believe that a Russian aohieveneut  in any field  is  a human
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vlctony,  a tribute  to the mind  of man®    I believe  that it matters  not who arrives

`at a  truth first,  but that it matters mush that we  get  there.   And this  has to do

with moral truth as veil as with scientific.

These are ngr disputes.   And for rngrself  I am satisfied  that  the  Course  of  our

salvation lies  opposite  to the  spurious claims  I have argued.    I believe that  our
•spiribual growth must match our. technical advance.    I believe  that  our  schools

are good and  must  be broad  in their'  inquil`ing  in all  areas  of  study in the  search
_ i _  I i _ _ -_

1-un,-+`      +Jig -.,iin-

for  trubht    I believe  that Amerioa  is  but  one  tration among  "]ny with whom we

should,  indeed must,  learn to  live  if we are  to  live at alit    I believe we  should

socially and materially remard those men and women dedicated to teaching  and

preaching,  arts  and  letters,  social  serviee and  human relations.   And  I believe

we  ought  encourage  our firrest young  minds  to fouow them.

And who Can help  to  create this  climate  Of  opinion better  in our co]munity

than we?   Who  has  more  prestige,  more wisdou,  more  skill than  our.  own group?

None,  I thinkt    But we caste  our  talend  and overlook  our  apportunity.    I hope we

shall not always+

Perhaps we  as a  nation are too  literal about  it  all.   We are  a quick minded

practical people.   And yet  there  is more  to life than easily recognized goals and

a  single  path to  the  kind  Of world  in which we want  to  live.-   Itls more  varied

than that;  itls a3  varied as  there are  rmmbers  of  inventive minds  and  Spirits  among

ua,

Let ]ne  tell you a  stor`y which  I Love  out  of qur  own tradition®    It  ¢oacs  from

a  setting  some centuries ago and  tells  Of  a wonderfully  sweet and pious  scholar

who diedi    He was being  esouted to  his  abode  in the worm  of  eterml  1ife®   As

he  entered,  he  looked  about  and Slowly he realized that the  place looked faniliart

From the door,  the  room looked  just  as did  the  schoolroom on earth where  he  had

sperfu the  greater part of  his  life  in religious  study. `  And  then he was  further
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startled to reeogniae the faces Of the  nan seated around the table with their

heads bent  in prayer  and  in meditation.   He  saw they were all  the nen most precious

to  him in life-the  famous  nragters and  teachers whom he had revered and who  had

preceded him in death.   ¥et,  here they were  in the  sang dark and dismal  schooiroon

they  cecxpied below.    Here was  the sane chill,  the  sane  din light,  the  saps  in-

adequate  schoolroom they had on earth.   Art  so theF asked  his  guide€'     ]lHow

is  this  POssible?    Here  are  the  great  teachers-Of  ny- people,  the  sairfeed-rabbis   mEL`-=aeJgh-

in this dreary pfaoel   Surely they deserve  a reward beyond thist   lfty arenft these

masters  in Heaven?M   And  his  guide replied!    It"eed,  you do  not  urderstard®   For

you  should know  that  these  servants  Of  G®d  are  not  aLnd  carmot  be  in Heaven,  but

Heaven is  surely within thenl'I

I dare  to believe  this  can be  true  Of  us®    Heaven--or the world we would

like to create lies not outside us but ththin ust   in Our desire,  in our guidance

and  inspiration Of  our youth,  in our urfhagging  Seal to  serve  our  God and  our

fellowmen  as  it  is  given us  to do®
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