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Statement   to   the  Omaha  City
Planning  Board   in   support
of

Omaha   Inter=Faith  Housing
Petition  for  re-zoning  50th
and  Grand  St.   site  for  multiple
''Town   House"   dwellings.

January   3,1968



I  an  PLabbi  Sidney  H.   Broolcs  and   I  have
een `the   spiritual  leade-_r  of  The  Congregatioi

r

f  ni`emple'.Israel  for  nearly  16  years.
I  an  proud   to   say  that  ny  oifT7ri  coli8re-

ga.tior„   !enple  Israel,  arTi.a  the   Beth  11  Si/11.a-
gogr'Le,   v,'hose   rabToi  is   Hyer  S.   I.`'_ripl`=e,   Ti.eas-
urer  of  0_  aha  Inte-_.-F=..itln.  Hop.sing  h£.ve  botli
from  the  very  begiming  ol-  the  venture  been
eagerly  associa.ted  witll.  C.ms.ha  Inter-Faith
Housirig  -its  purposes  and  goals.

I  should  ment-iorl.  irl  quite  practical
i;erms  that  one  boundary  of  the   pro-fjerty  T7e
are  discussi_Ti.g  adjoins  the  1g.nd   of  ill.e  Dr.
Pbillip  Sher  Home  for  the  jiged  T`.,7li_ic.h.  is   a
project  of  our  total  Je',r.j'ish  Community.

Both  the   officers  of  the  Sher  Home,   as
ii.eighbo-rs,   and   the  Board  of  the  Federation
represezlting virtually  all  tli.e  Jei,'`.fish
population  of  our  city  are  positive  in  tlieir
support  of  the   Omalia  Inter-Faith  Housing
Project  and  the  plan  1,.,7hich  has  been  submitte.:
to  you.

Interpreting  the  view  of  the  Jell.T,'ish
Community  acting  in  concert  'v`Jith  all  of  the
otrier  faitlis,   but  speal[ing  for  myself.,   I  ',i,7ou
say  to  you  mj2jij;  emphatically  that  the
accormlishaent  of  this  project  `\trould  repre-
sent  one  of  the  finest  fimits  of  religious
coot>eration  and  ecunenical  effort  evei.-
acriieved  in  our  communitr.



The   -oro'01ems of  life  ill_  the  urban  commu:
ty  are  many  and  severe.`People  ol-  every  faith  are  disturbed.  by

heir  religious  sensitivities  .,r.rhich  urge  tl`iel
to   do   sometlniing   co+1.crete  about  these  problezr.f

T`he  Drorjosal  before  you.  is  the  result  o-
such  desi-_re  and   ill.e  careful  aLlicl  competein.i
thialcing  and  -planfling  of  a  group  of  rdigious
oriented   la.ymen  ari.Ld   clergymeri  ovei-   a  periocl
of  2±  yea,rs.

I  believe  the  plaii.  to  be  soulnd.     I  am
impressed  T.nith  the   comlintmerit  o±-  ou.r  religi-
oij.s  cormunity  as  a  corporatioin.  to  effect  it,
to  maintain  and  mariage  it.     I  believe  t±i.at  i_
its  1.vay  the  project  as  described  to  you.  1,.rill
be  magii.ificerit  contributioii to  tile  neigiibor-
hood  in  i,Irnich  it  is  to  be  bL].lit,  to  our  city
as  a  v,rhole  and,  most  of  all,  to  the  healtil
aLnd  ','.,'elfare  of  those  i,-{ho  tt-jill  one   day  live  i
it.

I  ask most  sincerely  tkat  you  ger.tlemen
of  tli.e  Planning  Board  act  favo-rably  on  our
request .


