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Let me share with you a very old rabbinic

commentary on a familiar bilical text.
CEPe rabbis say it is written EREXXKEXEREXX
X"to love the Lord your God, and to serve
Him with all your heart and with all your
sould(Deut 11:13) [But what is this service

(omEA

of the heart, they ask. You must sey

it is prayer.zagrayer is the service of
the heart. (B.T. 2a)

L_E?W among us would quarrel with that
conclusion, ytich Gn the surface:)vtould
appear almost seIfevident.Zi?i?ecially
we whose lives are spent serving our
religious constituency would believe

. without very m;ch exception that Prayer

is the service of the heart.

klggyertheless, I submit to you that prayer
is an enormously dangerous enterprise.
(;}t is simple to X assent to prayer.

(;It is usually simple to read or speak

a praver. And sometimes we yield to the
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over sijplistic pious platitudes
“to explain prayer, its effects,

v A W/'UE’P"Q/.;A.AWL% 7 ; vécﬂc(ﬁtuw;z("/
‘I would not for a moment jntimate

%ijéts reality and function.
in the X slightest that I know the
answers to the problem of prayer.

LI do think we fulfill an important
function for ourselves and the people
we serve to be alerted to the profundity
of that which we call prayer, &wey Imamnx

o dloion, Keodite Wi ol A2 The Fask~ie

Arealize that it is befiter to live with
some unassered questions xx zather than
to pretend we have found refuge in
feeble answers ik hone ne ok oo 2P A

C_f dare to speak to you in very direct
Jewish terms becasue I M tha t

¢ there are specific elements in
Christian liturgies with much to say
about the human sp/‘ritual condition,

@oiogo I belive that in Jewish tradtion
there is much both of background and

CJMJJA«:;\
future weemed that is of value to us

both.
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'(:gn our tradtion -- and some of you may
have some trouble with this thought---
FRVNY P B
prayer,sad study,are almost indistinguishabl
nlc,‘sd'g/hr\ .
I have long be”interested in the analysis
of Jewish and Christian llturgles.<;
commend this approach to th-i-y-chaE;e
it is startlingly true that prayer services
are magnificent outlines of theology.
(;}f you want to know that a peozle believes,

take careful note of the language of their

prayers.

(:ﬁn the cherished invitation to guide this
morning's service, Bishop Bryan explacitly
asked me to ledd in a worship very rich in
Jewish tradtion. <:} trust we will fulfill
his and your expectations{i;nd because
study and prayer are so intertwined among
our People whose prayers we share with you,
I will let the service (or , if you wish,

the medium) be the & message.

Eﬁjﬁé}(irqyer is a most serious matter

among Jews{/%ast literatues are concerned
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with the time, place and wording of prayers.

Qﬁe distillation of that literture results
in an =zmx order of worship.(iihis is to say

that there is a discijpline to worship.

C:éuch does not preclude spontaeneous worship.
The authors of such personal prayers as
the Psalms could not possibly do that.

<§yt xxx orderliness takes precedence.

(;?he message is, of course, tht an orderly

spiritual life is constantly suggested by

the sequence and content of the daily
s $C o Tinde - (Repelilion, s AR oot loma
prayerg.  We are reminded to bless, to

praise, to take note of the miraculous in

in miniscule as well as the grand aspegcss of
EW‘ ag o Ml yWM\L, MMMJW
life. ( As we live in an orderly universe, s
el MM‘%M/C‘““@
]
so too our,moral lives are_ to be 3:%2:?%§?V

God-consciousness.

——d

Tk arathe Jall ol &=

our prayers is plurality.

Hay
Of course, %22 ay pray alone but nrayer
with a congregation reminds us of a

common humanity(i?he prayers that are most
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one to the other and do not 1ndu1ge o s
}NMfkwﬁwl-Qfﬂ&
personal whim or advantage , This, é%n@h
Wgw‘(‘/""ﬂ ".&X‘MW%#AM j
e, Coes not eliminate personal

petition but it does say that the destiny

of each of us is bound up with our fellow§J
<a/hd in the sight of God our commen
humanity ought never be forgotten.
(:éo you will note tlet our prayers are

voiced in the plural. We seek commgnion

Mdaé L”{\,LM ¥+~
with God.
\/

<:glong with order and plurality, there is

another element of true worship which both

%¥“Z¥S§:?;£are. It is the =X=memiymEx
deliberate introduction of learning or
instruction throughthe reading of
scrpture.(:én Jewish tradition this
regular reading of Scripture with assigned
portions week by week is a method of
study{ From ancient times it was accompanie

by translation and commentary which , for

better s®mX or worse, was the origin of

the srmon. \QI;ZW\,Q 1 Ao e %w?e, o
Tho oBlacaf LLo .



oge ey A
AV [ d
i d EL/JK"”JC‘
-Order, Plurality and Smx Study are

3-ihg-*g=é:§;z;;ukpr ye$;§§é this =
manner let us pray together Let us be

guided by our worshgsbut not constrained

by it MWMW o of, ¥ _Cs 2,
Qjqu‘:g WCU-:,,O: O .

@mzEe ) In Jewish lore a story teaches
i S T %ﬁ‘“’;“;ﬁ% Mﬁ‘”@‘
1¢leqx "'"37 pre R foettic lere @, Hacee: /ﬁf Sk

ac
There was a poor unleanred shephard.

(E? could neither read nor write, an unusue
and frowned upon disability. (E;t each
morning , wishing to pray as EIE others,
he would pause and say Dear God, I love
you very much. I do not know how to rax
read the prayers but I do know the
letters of the alphabet and for you,
dear God, I say them. And he would then
recite the letters: ABC etc.

<:bne day a yéiﬁééﬁﬁén passed by and heard
him mumbling the alphabet and asked him
what he was doing? The ;man told him.
Listen, said the scholar, that is not

right. Come to me and I will tgach you.
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nights in an effort to learn.(§;t the

more he listened k¥ the more he became con-
fusedl:§b he quit.[E;d, being told he was
wrong to praye in the former manner, he
ceased speaking to God as was his custom.
E%;é says the mm story, God appeared to

the acholar and said: What have you done

to my beloved shephard, he speaks to me no
more .[%ach day he told me he loved me.
What have you done? Go to him, tell him I
Qﬁ;éjggs prayers.[gb the schplgr went to th
mm )'t‘:‘c’)’;.rawhim ma& to par
as hém heart told him for Pryer is the
Service of the HearLEnd the sheahard was
over joyed , for h;&:1ssed talking to his
God, % simply and devoutly.)And kesemioreres
A Gam 2ech iy ba Pl O g

tz:;eyiﬂge"Dear God, I love you very much,

I cannot pray as others but for you I
Lop oy,

send the letters of the alphabet: ARC....

Let us now pray the service of the heart.
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