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Let  me  share  with  you  a  very  old  r`abbinic

commentary  on  a  fanilial.  bilical  text.
EH e  rabbis  say  it  is  witten .¥RERExffiEXX
X''to  love  the  Lord  your.  God,  and  to  serve

Him with  all  your heart  and with  all  your
sould(Deut  11 :13) HillH what  is  this  ser.vice

Oftheheart,theyask.¥oumustCig+#`rfu
lt  ±s  preLFer. L±ayer  ls  the  serv±ce  of
the  heart.   (B.T.   2a)

L¥
conclusion,}I±]rfuch a  the  surfaceL'hould

w  among  us  would  a.uarrel  with  that
^--                      _*

appear  almost  self evident. EEiE, ecially

we  whose  lives  are  spent  serving  our

religious  constituency would believe
`  without  very in;ch  exception  that  Prayer

is  the  service  of the heart.

illEP ertheless,  I  submit to  you that prayer
is  an  enormously  dangerous  enterprise.

rq:
is  simple  to  i assent  to  prayer.
is  usually  simple  to  read  or  speak

a Prayer.    And  sometimes  we  yield  to  the
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over  sijplistic  pious  platitudes
to  explain Prayer.,  its  effects,

k#fiSca;tff:

in the i slightest that I know the
answers  to  the  problem  of  prayer.

CI do  think we  fulfill  an  important
function  fort  ourselves  and  the  people
we  serve  to  be  alerted to  the  profundity

of  that  which  we  call  prayer€cafegiv ±EH]±
A ackif ro_ !::.±s= _Iq=_.`4f ¥l:42 Pi.e  jf aA:I:fe

^realize that it is better to  live with
some  unaEsered  questions  E]c  apaftifep  than

to  pretend we  have  found refuge  in
fectfhean;sNers#iaAh¢-.1..¢.~fafa.+Joai.rfe~|A,

CI dare  to  speak  to  you  in very  direct
Jewish terms becasue I # that

---

-a there are  specific  elements  in
Christian  liturgies with much  to  say
about  the  human  sp/ ritual  condition,

C#deo I belive  that in Jewish tradtion
there  is  much  both  of  background  and

ciralng*future  ±==== that  is  of value  to  us

both.



-3-
•  CLIP  our  tradtion  --  and  some  of  you  may

have  some  trouble with this  thought---+vhirap
n &.Ldbpj3S{}[e,I/ a£Ed  Study^are  almost  indi stingui shab]

I  have  long  beDA^interested  in  the  analysis

of  Jewish  and christiaLn  liturgies.CI         .,  I.,
:o+&¥rfeadi#commend  this  approach

it is  star.tlingly true that prayer  services
are  magnificent  outlines  of theology.

Clf you want  to  haow that  a peo±1e  believes,
take  careful note  of the  language  of their

Prayers .

C n the  cherished invitation to  guide  this
nor.ning' s  service,  Bishop  Bryan  explicitly

asked me  to  lead  in  a worship  very  rich  in

Jewish  tradtion. CI trust we will  fulfill
his  and your  expectations CAnd  because

study  and prayer  are  so  intertwined  among

our  People  whose  prayers  we  share  with  you,

I  will  let  the  service  (or  ,  if you wish,
the  medium)  be  the  E  message.

EirstJCEraJrer
among  Jews

is  a most  serious  matter

st  literatues  are  concerned
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with  the  time,  place  a.nd wording  of  prayers.

G e distillation of that literture results
in  an  us £=±gLr  of  Worship. C±his  is  to  sa.y

that  there  is  a  disci-aline  to  worship.

Guch  does  not  preclude  spontaeneous  worship.
The  authors  of  such  personal-`bra.yens  as

the  Psalms  could not  possibly  do  that.

c€::
nHc  orderliness  takes  precedence.

message  is,  of  course,  tnt  an  orderly

spiritual  life  is  constantly  suggested by
theseqrfuu±n=:.L#.£8=£=Lntfro°#*erfua`.±Ly

a.rddiGPrayer, are  reminded  to  bless,  to

praise,  to  take  note  of  the  miraculous  in

::f?##:=:¥#:yef:#:¥::#REi-#¥i;
A _ a    _ _-_ _ _ _,  _-_ _._ -_ _God-consciousness.

cbitrfu )tat-ftyap/L

our  prayErs  is

C,
f  course,

plurality
J„
Ly  pray  alone  but  prayer

with  a  congregation    reminds  us  of  a

common  humanity CThe  prayers  that  are  most
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one  to  the  other  and  do  not  indulge

Dcoersonai whim or adv#_a€:^T±h¥t-,I,

xpo.if3C

--=--:±::-iii=:-::::ii;::E:-:;--::i:-::::-:T:=-=-
cO

-

Petition bti.t  it  does  say that  the  destiny
of  each  of  us  is  bound  up  1.Ifith  our  fellows,

Cand  in  the  sight  of  God  our  comm.on

humanity  ought  never  be  forgotten.

Cso  you  will  note  t]at  our`  prayers  ar`e

voiced  in  the  plur`al.  Tj.tire  seek  commFr`.ion
anf f ii;wz-4 CEL +-               -
with  God._-    _ __-

CAlong with  order'  and plurality,  there  is
another  elem.ent  of  true  irorship  which both

Xfro##hare.Et is the EinEH±
deliberate  introduction of learning  or
instruction throughthe  reading of
Scxpture .a Jewish tradition  this
regular  reading  of  Scripture  with  assigned

portions  Peek  by  week  is  a  method  of
study€ om  ancient  times  it  was  accompanie

by  translation  and  commentary which  ,  for

better  =m  or worse,  was  the  origin  of

thesrmon.erar~frofro"„rfe
7f eir ikfatry  de, .



{,#v_#rfuiLgiv_,

--6--

-Order,  Plurality  and SII±  Study'are

In this  a
marmer  let  us  pray  together  Let  us  be

guided by our worsho#ut not  constrained
bckv#auap4Afeiferfefftywhfty,Attfaife

[In Jewish lore  a  story teaches

fs=ELft%S#€=fit%-
unleanred  shephard.

f¥" };+`

this  dssson

There  was  a  poor

a could neither  read  nor  wr.ite,  an  unusua`

and  frouned upon  disability.
morning  ,  wishing  to  pray  ais  did  others ,

he  would  pause  and  say  Dear  God,   I  love

you  very much.  I  do  not  know hoiAJ  to  ±
read  the  prayers  but  I  do  know the

letters  of the  alphabet  and  for you,
dear  God,  I  say  them.    find  he  would  then

recite  the  letters:  ABC  etc.

Cine day a ± passed by and heard
him mumbling  the  alphabet  and  asked  him

what  he  was  doing?  The  ;man  told  him.

Listen,  said the  scholar,  that  is  not

right.  Come  to  me  and  I  will  tqach  you.
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nights  in an  effort to  learn.Eutthe
more  he  listened  E3[  the  more  he  became  con-

fused.e'6  he  quit.End,  being  told he was
itrong  to  prayE  in  the  former  marmer,  he

ceased speaking  to  God  as  was his  custom.

#:  says  the Em  story,  God appeared to
the  acholar  and  said:  Tthat have  you  done

to  ny  beloved  shephard,  he  speaks  to  me  no

more   ,Iach  day  he  told  me  he  loved  me.

mast  have  you  done?  Go  to  him,  tell  him  I

E±ife±s praryers.
man#goityd7urh±m

.So  the  scholar  went  to  th6¥ to par-
as h¢ha heart told him for Pryer is  the
Service of  the  Heart. And  the sheahard  was

over  joyed  ,  for he  missed talking  to  his

God,  i  si_mp|y  and  devoutly.-,

ti±::rapGngbngL]

:e:±¥#f:i:e::

•End Gr-L_-=-t==ri
love  you  very  much,

others  but  for you  I
of  the  alphabet:  ABC ....

Let us  now pray the  service  of  the  heart.
+fflffife~douiLe¢


