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g::g::'?T!:!a!!!g3f:gf!::;;:gi:;:::g:i::E!:i#E:::h:!!£i¥usBut
desire a  future  of  blessing.    And we  are  surely of  single mind
a;in:tE:%r:u:h£Ei;:::::a:e::::¥!:!:;:aF:o#!::h:gg!;g¥:::i:!::Ee:hick
we  can lmow nothing  at  all.
really,  unpredictable  in most respects,  awesome  in the  possibilities
that  lie ahead.

:¥[E¥¥;¥:::§:n;i:::;d3Ee:£§:§¥::::::::;:¥£n:Ea3#£e:nfg¥gE:fE§pecially ?re  the
words  difficult-in view of  events  at Munich this  past week.    Is  it
true that  our  lasses and burdens ares  as  the prayer  further  says,F.¢Cod's  discipline  that  we may  learn to  understand  life's  holy
purpose"?     I wonder:

Each g!°Es
this tnatter,  each of  us will  reflect  in his  own manner.
holds within his  own  recollections,  uni`que memories  and

feelings  and often tears.    There have been  serious,  tragic  losses
among  us  this  year.    My heart  goes  out  to  all who  mourn.

Then  too we  stand here  this  Rash Hashonah with a  special  grief
be  extensively expresse¥yt8:::£¥L  S°rrow Carmot  and  should not
none  but  we  can  know.

Fo,r  ip  €h-e \matter of  life and
But  together you and  I  as a congre-

::::gnw:a::: ¥E:yi:::ho§L3nure.beloved cantor hanfred Kuttner.    Andthat  i§  all  that  need or  can be  said now.    He  i§  gone  and we  are
the  poorer.    T¥`?e  have  lost  one of  the  K'1eh  Kodesh,  one  of  the  holy
vessels  o£  God which contained  beauty and wisdom  and  kindness  and

i::±§;a¥h:::sw§fw::;a:g±±:E£§:a::.§¥£±5:g::;;:::i::::;r:;§ng:::::xt
of his  life with  us.

I:r¥fl5i§i: i::i::?t° thanksgiving for the anguish we have suffered
ls  this a callous,  unfeeling  --  in fact,

Or  is  there a deeper acceptable meaning?
Letme::y¥::::§f:i:i::i:I:::::#;i:¥°iru:::W#;e¥:§¥:::b:i::;

illustration.
of  Joseph.                                                                                                         The

:E::::a €:T::oWE±:e:ig:hfm:;u¥:¥. f:ajc:g==:s?y the Joseph epic gJoseph  and  His
Brothers and Joseph  in Egypt.    In any case,  I  hope you recall  that
!::eEEcfo:n::a£?n!id::3a¥:e¥j!g:i:::!i¥±::?::gnfdg!:!¥!:!!ier-
;:#o:3L€nE:mm:nk:o3?ax=:yfrothers  cane  to  Egypt  and by coincidence

cont I d

his-brothers  came  to  Egypt  and  by coincidence
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were  reunited with him,    And  the  Bible  recalls  that  Joseph  then
said  to  his  brothers:

§![:;:g!gn3;u;:t£;::::::!;;::or:!::a#f:a:i::|¥:3::::u::
r®

a:f€:¥:i i¥±::i:g:i:: i: :::p:oirrm:L:§t:i§ :¥E::£:::;#§:E;¥::.a:: ,
starvation.

But  the  further  implications  are more  to  our  instruction
:::;8::; b:a::t::£Sg:::? t#:: ¥:i:hun:ey=: a:a:a ::egg;:ats::in::I::s-:

A  king  had  a

a:;ci!:!a:f:;:::::::i:o:::!::::t:;::::;r;;;:e::I:;::i:a::ElgirfaceOne

No  one  he  consLilted  could  f ind  a way  to  remove  the
::r:E:hj:¥:i;ut  damaging  the beauty of  the gem.

Until  one  day another  expert  looking  at  the  stone  exclained:f'ttjThat  a  pity  that  such a  f ine  stone  in. so  lovely  a  setting  should

:::a::hper£+::t;: t g:: urg±:yt£::;X:nfa:h%u¥€: 3:fE:£::E:d3 9E3e::e± s
Such a  treasure  should bear  the  coat  of  arms  of

:::e:#::§. m±£::kngriere i                                                                   .
the design and from hereT¥±£i:Er:::Ei::et::t¥:r:a:tj:£€±nE::8t£:I
8:#e:Ee:L#:¥:S:h:fr¥i:rb::r£:n:i:a:: ::a::;S s£::::V£: : ¥Pon it.

Isn't  that what  our  presence here-STprThat  it  r#¥u::°#:a:e±igh Holidays  but  Judaism  --  Our
is  all about.
faith.
sity ,  th:°s:::gc#Si:°t£:C:¥fei:t L¥;e:h::Edu:: i i:ot:r:::£:= #¥er-
triumph  of  improvement®    For  that  we  cang  we  must  praise  God  --
for  the opportunity  life  gives  us  --  even with  the  endurance  of
scratches  of  pain and  loss.

No  one  contradicts what we  have  suffered.    No  one  denies  the
horrors  of war which  still  debase and  shame  the  name  of  our  country,
and of  humanity.    No  one  turns  from  the  tensions  and  evils  of  our
society.    These are  the  scratches  on what  otherwise  could be  the
smooth  loveliness  of  our world.

But  now,  again,  we  have  a  begirming.    what  shall we  do?    Leave
it  as  it  is?    Let  us  hope not.

servi:::g±±`::::#i§°dm=in:h:h:a±::i:¥i:£a:::a::£Lfio::::;s?ttend
But  what  God  are we  talking  to?    t`?ho's  listening?    A.nd  I  would

ask you  --  each of  you  --  to  ponder  for yourselves  as  indeed  do  I:
What  meaning  have  oLir  prayers?    To  whom  are we  speaking?    And,  even

cant I d
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more  importantly,  what  would  likely  happen  that  is  different  if we
were not  here  in  prayer  tonight  and what  is  likely  to  happen  inas®
much  as  we  are?    Shall  the  scratches  be  beginning  or  end?

:¥ :E:h:i: :::£::¥§::§g§ 1::;:#i:#::q§::;;:::¥::€ :£:¥:i:de§::g: ions
E::EL:o fE::t° fh::di h:#eg:a:£:gL:t¥°::df€=:r¥:p:;. bets:::r:gi:::e.

::u::N3:;i::::;:;::::;:e#::::Eofi!::i:e!;mi::::is!:;1:::::i;:::I
But  I  can  tell  you what  I  think  -- what  at  this  moment  in  time

I  honestly believe.    Your  agreement  or  your  disagreement  with me
may help ".

: gE:f 3a¥:cIt  is  not  a  simplistic  statement  but  one  of  the most
and  complex  of  all  theological matters,  to  be  reninded  o

•            .       1                ~               __      -__  ._  _.      __               iL  11     ___      _  __..      _..__     _..._1     _11      I    .-I  11
princip-|e  of  our  Judaism.                                                        -`;shema  Yisroelg
E38¥i:±±3¥eE:n:had:::±°:cE¥:!±y¥: a::rsg¥i::8§:±±sl will  say withGod  is;  God  is  One;  God  is  univer-
sal;  God  is  unseen;  God  is  ethically  demanding;  God  is  the  root  of1::±Bgit 9 P:i 13 ::8E;Cofe:a:[§h:::?heEtt ±geina3u:h:h3Eei: ::: sm=::i ng

say  that  is  important  to  my message  to  you  tonight.

:::i::;:?:i:::::i::i;::a::??:::::#i!:¥E::::::ng::i:!3w:iir;;i:?::::;::::
Are  our blessings  the  reward  of  the  good

::;#:I::€:::#i±:¥;§¥i£;::::i:£:=O:S:a:I::¥:dh;gerigo:£}be
I

dori't  know.

:::::!ai;:g::::::E:§;:;:E!:E!!;i:i:::::#!::?:g:!¥:I;;#:;:i:9For
I  admit  that

I  have  strnggled  to  f ind a way to  speak to  you tonight without
being  urmessarily personal  or  academic.    But  I  must  in  order  to  be
honest  and,  I  hopeg  in  order  to  be helpful.

make  an  unequivocal  statement  first:    There  is  much  in
book,  indeed  in our Bible and  in our Rabbinic  liter-

~                              I         a                            1                               .                           _   _   _    _  __ i        __._   ..1      I?  __      1_I_  _      _  _._I  ,I--Iatura which I  carmot  in g8a:I:a:=:i:3::sa:=e8:da:£a±n]tE: :::text
of which  I  cannot  live.
believe  and  in  response  to which  I  carmot  live.

cant I d

Let  me
OLIf  prayer
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:fha¥would- I  deliberately  disturb any
are my convictions  tentative but
be,
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Now  an  equivocal  statement:    fry  Judaism,  thy  faith  is  not  the
same  as  it  was when  I  was  a ,child,  or  a  teenager,  or  a  young  adult,
or  a  rabbinic  student.    Indeed my  faith  is  not  the  same as  it was
last  year  and,  perhaps,  even yesterday:

I  am a Refortn J.ew  --  a  liberal  in religion  --  and  I  cherish

:E: 18fr#±:§ 3:c::g:i:mall::t ±¥::::Eetga:i::¥u:: s:?eo log ies andI  welcome
above all  the  quest,  the  searching,  the yearning,  the  striving
even  the  resulting  doubts  to  make than and  the world better.    That
which  fits my  striving  and my  yearning  i§ my  faith.

I  f erveHtly and  sincerely hope  that  I  do  not  shake  the  faith
of  any one  of  you because  ny  convictions  differ  from ypurs.    Nor.

if  I  conf ass  that not only
and  pray they always will

judai:ma±:±n¥tw±:hs::: :yurh:::ist#: :-` E:±:e¥: :::engi:rt8u::3:e of
praise God for any kind of  pointless,  a:e:i:8s:ts:gB:::i:1:rt3eath.
ourselves  and our world  here  and now.

I  reject  such as  punishments  inflicted by God.

rise ¥::m}o¥:u::i:8P=±h3:yyp¥i§g:t££m:3 ¥::£a€i¥8h±?  Po ss ible tothat  is,  to
praise  the inane  of  the  living God  and go  Qn  living  the better  forour  experiences.

I  do  not  know rror  particularly care whether  a  personal God
hears ny prayer  in a human marmer Sr not.    But  I  :a:: g¥h:i:¥€r:nd

;:¥::i:E§:gjd¥§§t£§§n€::¥h::u:gi:±nt#:t±#et::::personal|yre|ated

cod.    Then act  as  if  everyt£:::yd:fe:£e:V:5¥:h}:g.£epended upon
It  has  been written:

God 3  [b:mi:n±gtE::?±&::5¥  ±g::::S:§dL±¥e:hsrn£:: ¥£ea£:#b§G:a ^_        ,tl           I                        .,-00

iud  far'riGre  troublesame' -than  the word  '9A.donai".
y  interested  in  the  unity  of God  a:rid Man and allah  is  inplied by  those a-ppellations whatever  they

itself which  I
But  I  am mighti
human action tiin
bee

in
bel

a

i:;eE:;i:v:£RE#gg::!!E#:::kEh!;fmgi!H:!y:!#:!:a*n:e:i!r:nls
Butt

the  hands  of  €o-d;  mush  is  held  in  our  owls  hands  as  well®    For  me

L€S¥±::t¥s%:t::din±£8:i::i:.§m::e±#:e:¥e®g±8:3?tyTE:sin::;ri:f®
the
We

Ee#::g :get3r::::nm::n:n::::to::ds!::: ' : fh:E;a;a:: ::-1?1 ine 'I  rejoice

cone ' a
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in Judaism's  exaltation of  man's  reaponsibility and  infinite
possibilities.

It  has  to  do with  that  scratch on the gem;  the  imperfections
making  life  less  theri  it  could be.

Some  of  you recoil when you hear  the  litany of  the  evils  in
our world.    So  do  I.    Life  is  good.    Life  is]  beautiful.    Life  is
full  of  opportunity and pleasure  and glory.

:EE:h3::::gl:::3::#::::efii:::;u;!t::£::::::::i:i:e::ex:ni:i::e:!:
Lif e  is  too  often

RabbiL88:a#i=tfi:s:%;,°£h¥:uh¥ga¥3V:h::a=g#gsb§::V:8t±:::Eer9
his  better  judgment. :    That's  the  Jewish view-.     "hamrot''`"despite  everything",  we  remain optimists  that we  canig:i:;:g

::::i¥:s::!i;§:inL:i:i::::::::h;::£;::::iig::g:E:::i:::i::F:s::::
aione]#::±t:::°¥: :::nefia5b# :3g::nea:8 ' o¥i:: :3:c::d±:id ¥:i:¥ted

j§§€::3£:t:::¥:t:::::t:i:¥::; r°:±¥dt:: :#:rw£::€e:n:¥L¥:::   soLife will  be better  if we begin to
work on the  scratch rather than to  lament  the  inperfection  in the
smoothness  of  life.

All  of  us  have  drifted  from what we  ought  t®  be.    Another  year

¥Sw:::¥hfanayf:¥::rfa3:r::::::.ye:u:elf::B:'
with  dignity  and  strength.    How?

%;,w:pg:::u:it±es

Again  a rabbinic  guide:    Once,  said  a  rabbig  a  city [nan came

:::;:::::;i::=T:;#:#i::#::i::::e::g¥;::::::F::Ea:ec:ynde

:::e!:f::i:;!!:f!:::#::::?:?:i:3!!i:h:f£!f::i;;:tgi!:!ise:i:5:hen:g
them as  a gift.

Tprieeks  la£§:urheb:#:w:°a::ew::#:g: s?8a,i,: ;:: s:h:hg:°£±:hm:: ih ±m
with  scorn.
our  Eight  but.¥e  never  get  a  fire.;8    In.sp€cting. the  be.11ow§,
man  found  nothing  wrong.     Puzzled  he  asked:     ':;Show  me  how
them.    But  first  of`  all,  where are_yoj±qur  g19¥Jing  9oals?"

_        ELI   H

•!:
the

u work
u mean

we need glowing  coals  tdo?¢',  the  sinple  Eolks  asked.    "Of  course

cont , d
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¥::e?eed  them`.!g  he  answered.
Butwhe£:[t£::eb::LiB§§i:gkp:8j±::i;:i;:¥§:3;ig:£¥±;;g:±§:I::i::§
cannot  produce  a  flame..`

|s  there a  :8a:#e::f: Vs7:::i£¥ #3#:ver weakg
±£§19vy§_g¥.ew:.__._      .         ~   ....    If   so,.rJ

::f:°#:t#±:¥e:::ngF:°E±:n°:a::::£L itj u::natfg:I-:Lp::k?es ire to eriiichFor,  un-
happily,  neither  my  sermons  nor  those  of  any of my  colleagues  can
coax  to  f lane  the hearts  of men  in which  there  is  no  spark  to  begin
with.    All we  can  say  is  only  useless  air.

!:fu::g:in::::::::e::::f6::g::g:::|I:::h::::::::?:;::i:o!r::I:a::r
®

Will  haow  that  God does  indeed  listen.                                    Then  you

spark?°th  the  end and the be8irming  of  the  matter  is  this:    Fan  the
May  that  spark within  you,  hotryever  small9  hoever weak,  be  it

£::u:i:i:a: g::t¢a±:i;: :3ebE±±:i:¥tgE:Fyea:±gg::FE §oTr ¥£¥cEow:h:a
fervently pray.

Fan,  now,  the  spark:

Amen

fg: :::: :o=rtfoE?at


