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September  26,   1990

TEMPLE  ISRAEL
7023  CASS  STREET

OMAHA,  NEBRASKA 68132

Marty  Finkel
12006  F`arnam  Street
Omaha,  Nebraska  68154

Dear  Marty:

Enclosed,  please  find  the  Confirmation  letter  and
card  that  was  sent  to  the  Confirmation  students.    Also,
I  am  sending  you  the  material  that  goes  in  your  notebook,
the  material  was  from  the  first  class.    Please  bring  this
with  you  to  class,  Monday,  October   I   at  6:00  p.in.,  dinner
will  be  served  at  6:00  p.in.

I  will  have  a  notebook  for  you  and  more  information
about  the  classes.

Looking  forward  to  seeing  you,  Monday,  October  I.

grfual#Azry€Afr7r

Rabbi

AA:lsb
Enclos.
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rfeervirfuid%
7023  Cass street              Omaha,  Nebraska  68132              Phone  (402)   556-6536

August 27,  1990

Dear Parents of Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth Graders:

We  hope  you  had  an  enjoyable  summer.   We  have  been  hard  at  work  plarm].ng
classes alid activities for our teenagers.   We will share these plans with PaEiEE:

Monday, September 10
7:00-8:30 p.in.

P=a_£e_pts__Q_±ep±_alo±
Milder Center

The  agenda  for the  evening will  include  meeting  faculty,  contents  of curriculum,
detafls about class trips, logistics of special dirmers, Thnm Olam (Social Action) projects, and
opportunities for questions, answers, and parent feedback.

Students will  have  their first  classes  on  September  17,  following  a  6  p.in.  dinner.
These  are vital years for the  spintual development of our youth.   We have  designed  an
educational format that requires your encouragement and support.

We look forward to seeing you on September 10.

Shalom,

4% fudiS
Ann Klbel Schwartz
Director of Education
AKS/jm

#HifeErfei
Rabbi

Aryeh Azriel, Rabbi - Sidney H.  Brooks, Rabbi Emeritus

Karen L. Webber,  Cantor - Ann Kibel Schwartz,  Director of Education - Dorothy R.  Spizman, Temple Administrator
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Temple Israel
Omaha, Nebraska

cONImMAHON sTUDEN'rs

The first Conrirmation class will be held:

Monday, September 17

6:00 p.in.
(berfung with dinner)

Please mark your calendar now  for the__ .-           r'l

Confirmation class trip to New

October 25 - October 28

I   look   forward   to   seeing   you   on   Monday,
September 17!

#Frife•    .ch AJriid
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BELIEF IN GOD
Yourfricndknowsthatyouaretakingaclasso.nJudainSheappr?achesyouwiththe

questions below.  How would you answer her?

A  Why sbould I beHcve in God?

a.HowcantherebeananpowerfulGodwbensucbtemblethingsbappenintheworld?

C.IfGodisallpowerful,theaGodshouldbeabletohowevcrything-inchding,the fu-
ture.Doesthatmeanthateverything1doisprerdeterrfuedbyGod?

D.  Jews often speak of God as "He...  Does that mean that Jews believe God is male?

The Book of Jewish atli.f
WORKSHE.FT2.I
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a hill
[n thls credlt.crazed society,  most o! us ha`'c had

the  experience  of  letting  a  bill  become  overdue.
You  don.i  have  to  be  a  deadbeat  to  do  it.  You

:#ra¥iya:i:?:mo!fnfuefas.&oi'°ypopuym!#k5e;e:;srpu°t:
lag  the  amount  owed.

Whatever  the   reason.   a   letter  quickly   amves.
Today's  credit  computers  have  llt{Ie  p&tlcacc.

There  are  all  sorts  of  for7ns  the  letters  fake.
Some  are  low-key.  very  understlndlng.  In  tone."Dear  Mr.  Jones:  You  may  have  mlslald  the  bill

w€   8ent  you  on   April   i,  or  lt  might  have  been
misdlrected.  In  either case.  we just  wish  to  remlnd
you that your account is 30 days overdue and .... "

OTHERS  ARE  more  direct.  but  not  menacing:"Dear  Customer:  We  have  not received  payment
for  this  billing  period.  The  amount  due.ls* .... '.

Some  are  blunt:

qu€nt.  DO. NOT ENDALNGER YOUR CREDIT  RAT.:...
ING ...., „..i   ..

Some  don't  beat  &rouftd  the  bush:"Customer: Pay your bill or lt will be turned over
to  a  collection  agency."

The  most  unusual  dunning  letter  I..v®  ever  seen
was recently Sent to a suburban  man by  a Chicago
physlclth

The    man.    ]&mes    6ogg.in§,   -58.    a.I   -fia"rooa
Heights.   had   disputed   the   amount   owed   to   Dr.
Joshua D. Salvador. for tre&tmcnt gJven to Gogglas'
wife®

GOGGINS  SAYS that after several  rather heated
exchanges,  both  written and oral. he  fl&tly refused
to  pay  the  bill.                                         `

That's  when  he  received  a  letter  that  add:
I.Dear  Mr.  Gogglns:
•.I  &m  really  surprised  at  your  attltode..
"Most of our patients are gr&t€ful to our servlces.

and they pay thclr accounts without the thd of fut8 .
you  are  makln8  &hout  lt ..-. "•.In order  tor your  wlfe to be blessed  wlth  good
health you faust meet your obugaqoas and pay your
debts,

•.11   you   don.t.   I   am   afraid   God   wlll   take   this

blesslng  from  you  and  lrtflict  such  an  ill  health  on

`,

colleiriiT
g:grsTng  gll±l.__       .•.i    '€.

^lter rcadlng the letter. GogglzL3 sale. he flred of I
a  letter  to  the  doctor.

•.I don't remember exactly what I sold. but lt was

something  to  the  effect  that  my  wl!c  and  I  don't
leer  God  because  we're  ot)  goad  terms  wlth  hlm.  `

Jl,,   V,I.I,,

f¥8T¥#i:CRcO¥unoLbE-€°#%idfi`TiI;E.dT:-_i%Lt±h:o'|uTd_t|¥_e_I,fi_t:;?_i:£hi±ELaLia.L±.`
\        ______,._            _           .                      -.             `,•    Thi.a  he  got  ingry  igalB  and  wrote  a  lengthy

!ette!   to   the   prcsldent  of  the   ^merlcan   Medlcal
Assocl&Lion.  A  lew  ol  the  better  llnes:"I.was  aware  that  you  blrds  had  a  very  stroE:g
trade  union.  I  even  suspected  that  you  were  more
powerf ul  than  the  plumbers."However,  I  had  no  ldca  of  the  extent  of  your

clout untll Salvador Informed me that lt is LLniversal
and  even  reaches  God.

"At  first  this  news  was  mind  ch&tterlng.  Now
that  comprchenston  has  penetrated  my  brain.  Lhe
Idea   is   lasclnatlfig.   (maginc.   Get   the   Almlghty
roamltl8  the  Earth  repessessing  the  good  health  of
people  who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  have  not
beco  able  to  pay  your outrigcous  fees.

"WHY HAve YOU m&lntalned such i low proille
about  this?  Surely  having  God  on  your  payroll  is
newsworthy.  Has  your  modesty  compelled  you  to
ren&ld  3llcnt?  Or  have  all  ol  you  been  tco  busy
countlDg  your. money  to  Lssuc  pre$3  rcleesca." . . . If you  will  be so lLlnd as to answer a  few

queaton&  .. :  ....--•. . "bees  God  take  the  fom  of. i  mortal  when  he

goes &beut his joe? Does he look llke George Bums?•.Does  he  h&vc  a  contract  wlth  the  ^M^?
•.Does each m€mbcr fnake his own deal with God?
|r--I ,-., + ,,,,,,,,,, 11 ,,,,,, I,111 ,,,, I,  \J',, tl  ,I,11   -114,  \J\,tl(youth&"llthemoneyofthe¥:9±T..¥.¥¥.¥±:.:.::mT#I&°d¥]#¥to.a:tth*¥r£=¥Bfoton°:.,

Bate  you  I or  lt.
"WHY  BRING the wrath of God oa you?.dsB't lt

better  to  pay  and  get  hls  blessing?" . .  .  Lcoklng  forward to he&riqg {rom you soon.
"  sincerely  yours.
"Joshua  D.  Salvador.  M.D."

Gogglns,  a  retired  accountant.  sald:•.I read  that letter four times. I couldn.I belleve lt.
hts.ulklng  about  God  that  way.  I  was  stunned."

Goggins  brought  the  letter  to  my  attention  be.
cause  he  had  noted  that  I  try  to  keep  track  of  the
many  ways  God  ls  portrayed  ln.our  soclely.

^s  I.ve  polnted  out  in  previous  columns,  God  ls
sometimes  given  the  role  of  a  Sports  fan  ("(  gLiess
the Man  Upstairs wanted me to get that hoTne run'.)
or a  a  TV-church  fund.raiser ("God  told  me  to  ask
you   to  Bend   ln  only   Slo  and  you   will   be  cured
0' . : .  ).

RECENTLY.  the  Rev.  Bob  Jones  Jr.  called  upon
God   to   destroy   Secretary  of  Stltc  Alexander  M.
Hole.  which  pLlts  God  in  the  role  of  a  hit  man.

Until  I saw  Dr. Salvador.s letter. I had never seen
God  portra}'ed  as  a  bill  collector.

suff€ring. Are they disallusioBed that he now work..
for you  golng  around  IBnlctJng ul  heiltb  oB pcople
who  have  fallen  lrito  dlsf.ror  with  you?    .

•.Doeg God  give . prdcot one last chizice to p.y
up?                                                                                               ...

•.... I wlll be !coklng forw&rd to your .nswerL"
So  far.  Goggln3  has  not  heard  from  the  ^M^.
WE  CALLED  Dr.  Salvador's  of flce  to  see  lf  h®

wanted  to  chat  about  his  lcttcr.  He  didn't  wont  to
come to the phone. but a lady who said she wee hll
sister  and  secreL&ry  s&ld:

`.Yes.  Dr.  Salva¢or  Sent  the  letter.  It  was  a  nice

letter.  It  explained  his  position. The doctor tried  to
cope  with  him  psychologically  by  trying  to  rc&soa
wlth him through God. This guy [Gogg!us] ts out of
11,,

Oh.   I   don.I   know   about  that.   If  Goggin8   w&.
really  ..out of  lt...  then he  would h.ve sent i  letter
to  Dr.  Salv8dor  sa}'ing  something  like:

"Dear   Doc.   Got   your   bill.   You   sent   lt   to   the
wrong  place, send  all  luturc  bills  to  God.  He'3  my
accourltant."
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Proverbs  3112---Tor whom  the  Lord loves,  He  chastises,  even as  a
father d®®s .to  the  son ho  loves."----._-----------------------------------------_--

f"Hacoldhishner,F=e±±!T±±__Things____rp_ppen__to=___9_op_a______P±g±g±,NewYorklScho:ken
Books,   ig8i.

1.    'We  will  tun  to  Gad,  not  to  be  judged  or foqglven,  not to be  rewarded
or Finiahed,  but  to be  strengthened and corforfed."

2.    mardormess  ls another nana  for Chaos.''

3.    (Old  InniaLzl Paeverb)'ty  you  see  a blind dtan,  kick him;
Why  should  you  be  kinder than God?"

i  have  to  believe  ill God  8o  that I have  someone  to  blare,  someone
to  ours®  and  chout at,  Then I  think of  that I  have  gone  throngh."

i.   Two  biprr stickersl      Thy God is not deadi  song about yours."
"y Cod is not c"el;  song about yours."

i-mke up your oiizi hixpr sticker about God.   Be  caeatlve,  fat  try to
also  be  serious aLBd really express your thoughts/feelings/ ..........

----------------------------------_-._
"I                i,.                                                                                                                                   ,             11

Fha Emmer,  ±±±=±_th____ape____PgqE _ gf _ Ho±9_CapTst ap_F±--

tt never ocoumd to me  to question God's dotes or lack of doings une  I
va3 an  inzBate  of Auschrdtr,  althauch  of course  I understand others  did ....

:=L::1:;gf=rthn°=G=F8i¥:¥:=:eiife:¥:#:¥e¥as±::d]L]:niv::;and
ocoured  to ne  to  associate  the  calamity ve  veae  expriencde rdth God,  to
blare  Hir,  or to believe  in Him less  or cease believing in EL at all

we¥=S:u:eLLdveLve:':ocfn£.tot;ursomi:£eGbe?fi:::sam::dog:use:spfo::ib::f=¥thth¥.
death  of  sir Billion because  He  didn't  sonehov do  sonethng to  save  then,
he's got his  tlqu  reversed.   Ve  ore God our lives for the few or dLany
years  ve  live,  and  ve  have  the  drty  to  wordip Hit  art do  as  He  coqLnLamds
u8.   That'3 drt ve're  here  on earfu for,  to  be  in God's  service,  to  do God's
bLddng . „

i-That does this mke you thick?

i-That  t]rpe  Of aL acaponse i8  thl8?

*Could you maJre  a smlar aeaponse  to  srffetry? Thy,  or Thy act?
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sane  Selected Quotationsl

From  Joseph  Heller' a  Catch-22 ----
"Good God,  How  "ch  rsvezEnce  can  you  have  for aL  Supreme  Being  who  finds
it necessa]ry  to  include  such phanonena as phlegr and tooth decay  ln his
dithB   system of caeatlon?   hat in the woad rag -ts though the
waxed,  evil,  scataloglcal nlnd of ms when be  robbed old people  of  the
peter to  control  their tovel movements?   Thy  in the world did he ever
create  paLin? ..... Oh.  He  res  rsaly  being.charitaue  to us when He  Salveu£#iifyrs::Fgn:to¥eHP;V:e::::iLd:°isT=iino:te:iy:°k:a:fir:1::.°f
and  red neon  trbes  right  in  the  middle  of each  person's  forehead..
Any  jukebox rmufacfurer verih his  slat could have  done  that.   Thgr
coulch't  He? ..... "

~What  does  this passage  reveal  aLbout  the  haman  condition?

++i.What  comection  can  you  draw  between  this  response  and  that of  Job?

__---------------------------------------------------------_---_

From  Archibald MacLeish,  ±± --  (aL play  loosely based on  the  beak  of :I±|

1.     "Then  thy  test  him  if  God  knows? ...... "

2.    "Your sin  is  simple--You  Here  tiom  a man."    (one  ffiend's  thoughts  to  J.a.i

•.I 'd  rather smffe.I every unspealcible  suffering God  sends.  haotiing
it res I  that suffered,  I  that earned  the need to  softer,  I  that acted.
I  that  chose,  than  wash ny  hands  with  yours  .i.n  that  defiling  innocencei
Can  re  be  men  art make  an  i=tespor.sible  igi-lola:lee  rsspensible  for every-
thing?    I  will  not listen  to  you!"

(J.a. 's  response  to  one  of  his  friends)

""ThaLt do  these  quotes  suggest cop.ceming  the  nature  of evil and  snffering?

++++1Jhat  responses  are  offered?
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A   BIBLICAL   VIEW   0F   GOB                                                                             .

The  Bible  does  not  contain  a  monolithic  view  a+God.     The  God  concept
in  the  Bible  is  actually  an  amalgam  of  various  (and  sometimes  divengent)  qinl-.ties.                                                                      .

Essentially,  th;  biblical   view  of  God  is  a  theistic  one  -.-that  is  God
in  the  Bible  claims  the  following  characteri.stics  {attributes):         .

1.           Lr±_q___.i___s__ __q p__el.=?_I___9±l__e  _ (__±_±e__r__e_ __£_I_?I_____T~±.___=g±=?=_e__r___gp_¢±).

a)       Hear.   0   Israel,   the  Lord   1.s  our  God.   the  Lord   is  One.
(Deut.   6:4)                        '

b)       You  shall   have  no  other  gods  beside  Me.     You   shall   not  make
for  yourself  a  sculptured  image,  or  any  likeness  of  what  is  .
in  the  heavens  above.  or  on  the  earth  below,  or  in  the  waters
under  the  earth.     You   shall   not  bow  down  to   them  or  se.rve
them,,,.

(Ex.   20:3-5)

2.       God   is  thecreatorof  the  universe.     ..              L

a)        In  the  beginning,  God  created  heaven  and  earth...
{Gen.1:lff}

b)       Thus   said  God   the  Lord,
Who  created  the  heavens  alid  stretched  them  out,
Who  spread  out  the  earth  and  what  it  brings  forth.
Who  gave  breath  to  the  people  upon  it
And  life  to  those  who  walk   thereon.                                 .

(Is-42:5)

God   is  a  spiritual   person  (not  a  physical   hijman being}   who   ex-
eve.  concern:     inresses  wi as  persona

a)       The  Lord  became  angry  with  Moses.   and  he  said,   'There   is  your
brother  Aaron   the  Levite.     He.   I  know,   speaks  readily.

(Ex.   4:14)
I

b)        ...you  cannot  see  My   face.   for  man  may  not  see  Me  and   live.
(Ex.   33:20'

4.        God   i.s  Omnipotent   (all-power.full.     God  can  do  anythi n9--upsetti ng
aws0 nature;  `t 1S'   Per orming  m]rac

a)       Job  said   in  reply  to   the  Lord,   Ill  know  that  you  can  do  every-
thing.   that  nothing  you  propose  is  impossible   for  you."

(Job   42:1-2}     .

b}       Then  Moses  held  out  his  am  over  the  sea  and   the  Lord   drove
back   the   sea  with  a   strong  east  wind  all   that  night.   and
turned   tlie   sea   into  dry  ground.     The  waters  were  split.

(Ex.    14:21)
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r]od   is  super-natural   and  trans-natural ; (dwelling   outsl..de   as   wel 1
as    lns1 eWor

a}        If  I   ascend  to  heaven,  You  are  there;
If  I   descend  to.Sheol.  You  are  there  too.
If  I   take  wing  with  the  dawn  to  come  to  rest
on  the  wester.n  horizon,  even  there  Your  hand      .
will   be   guiding  me...

(Ps.   137:8-10)

b}        Who  measured   the  waters  with   the  hollow  of  His   hand
and  gorged  the  skies  with  a  span,   and  meted
earth's  dust  with  a  measure,  and  weig?ed   the
mountains  with  a  scale  and  the  hills  with  a  balance?

(Is.   40:12)

6.        God   is  Omniscient  (All-Knowing).     God  knows   past.   present  and   fu-
ture,
__L=     _      . __I

a)       God  understands   the  way   it  is;   He  knows   its   source:
For  God  sees   to  the  ends  of  the  earth  and  observes
all   that  is  beneath  the  heavens.

(Job  28:23-24)

b)       With  You   is  the  fountain  of  life;   and  by  Your  light
do  we   see  light.

7.        God   is   All-Good.

(Ps.   36:10)

a)       Though   the  wicked  sprout  like  grass,
Though   the  evildoers  blossom,
It  is  only  that  th.ey  may  be  destroyed  forever.

(ps.   92:8)

b}       Shall   not  the  Judge  of  all   the  earth  do  right?
(Gen.   18:25)

8.       God  has  chosen   lsra`el   to  be  the  elect  people.

a)        You   only   l`ave   I   singled  out  of   all   the   families
of  the  earth;...

(Amos   3:2)

b)       And   the  Lord   has  affirmed  this  day   that  you   are.
as  was   promised,  God's   treasured   people...and  God
will    set  you.   in   fame   and   renoun   and   glory.
high   above  all   the  nations

(Deut.   ::6:18)

A1.so,   the  Bible   depicts  God  as   the  Oivl.ne  Lawgiver  who   hears   prayer   and
}sponds   (though   we   may   ncit   know  how  or  when}.



®

®



1{.              GOO    IN    THE   MEDIEV+\L    JEWISH   TH0tlGHT

During   the  Medieval   times,   (circa   600  to   1500  C.E.I  Jewi-.sh  think-
ers  were.greatly   influenced  by  Greek  and  Arabic   philosoptry.     This
philosophy  posited  that  tile  human  intellect  could  achieve  true
knowledge  of  the  universe.   if  it  is  properly  employed.     {n  re-
sponse  .to   this  belief,  Jewish  thinkers  sought  to  demonstrate  that
a   sound   intellect  confirmed  what  the  Bible. taught.

Medieval   Jewish  thinkers   attempted  to  prove  God's   existence  by
means   of  various  arguments:

argument:      In  Greek,  e±±gimeans   "being,  existence."
derive  GodHistence  from  the  idea  of

i.        Ontological
argument1S edto

God.   c',aiming   that  the   id`ea.  implies   existence.     It  is  expressed   as

;:;;?:;i::'i:h!::i::€;:i;:;:f:!i::Gi;:i;::!§:h:;Ei:;;:::;::::i;:-Of
the  case,   it  would  mean   that  I   am  able   to   think.of  something  that
is  more  perfect.     This  contradicts  my  original   assumption."

Tel eol og ical   argument:
|S

there  is  order  in  the
of   an   organizing  mind

3.         CQsmolog ical   argument:
ings  move.

is  moved.   by   something
There  must  be  a   force
er;   that  is  God.

4.        The  Moral   argument:

The  word   telos   in  Greek  means  .purpose.
argument  isTr5=ggld  or.  trle  observation  that
universe.     This  order  implies   the  existence
behind   it  --that  i.:  God.

"This   is  based  on  the  idea

We   know  that  noth.ing  moves
else.     This  process  cannot.  go

motion.

n  forever.
that  moves,  but  is  not  moved  --a  Prime  Mov-

If  morality  exists.   it  must  have  its  source
in  of  being  --that  is  God.     If  G(}d  did  not

is  right  and  what  is
wrong.     There  must  be   a  God  who   is  considered   the  best  and  only
-,\ ---,      _   _ _

criterion  by  which   to  judge   things.

Also,  Jewish  Medieval   thinkers   attempted   to  describe   the  N.ature  of  God
(that  God   is  one).   and  God's   characteristics   {attributes).

Ill.           GOO    AND   MODERN    JEWISH    PHILOSOPHY

With   the   advent   of  modernity   {.1650  to   present).   new  systems  of

#::9t: ::::r:in;0 n:£j ::§::e;f '{3i:#n::i e¥::s:n:e.:hi|::3!h¥e::::

:gis:3yo:1 ::si:a:sb%]f{ ::h:?s:Sdi se:n:i'ov:??er#o`::::::  :38  X3:  ::n-
P`eason   challenged  Theism,   and   the   ever-increasing  knowledge  of   the
world  confronted   ancient  beliefs.

Modern  Jewish   thinkers   have   tried   to   conceive   of   new  God  concepts`      which   b{!tter   face   thL`   realities   posed  by   science,   reason  and.  most

recentl.v,   the  llolocaust.     The   following   is   a  brief   synopsis  of

exist,   then  we  would   not  have   known  what
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fsed€!rn  God  concepts:

Deism:     There  are   two  main  components   to  Deism:     First  is   the   `.dea
tfiEFTGod,   having  created   the  world,  withdrew  from  it  completely
thence  God  cannot   intervene   in  history  or  perform  miracles,   etc.).
Second,  Deism  holds  that  all   essential   truths  about  God  are  know-
able  by  unaided  natural  'reason  (tr,at  is  without  help   from  the  Bib-
le   or  Rel¥E=lFE=i6in).     (cf.   Theistic  Finition,  below)

2.       Pantheism:     Thi.s  belief  states   that  the  universe  as  a  whole   is
identlca    with  God.
Pl ex  of  beings,   force::d.a:: +3£±jiga:t:::s#ainnt:h:h:n::i:::::.Com-

®

3.       Panentheism:     Panentheism.  differs   from  pantheism  in  that  in
panent  `eism  the  universe  as  a  whole,   while   inseparable   fron  God,
is  understood  to   be  only  a  part  rather  than.  the  whole  of  God. (as
is   the  case   in  par!theism}.      In  Panentheism,  God   1.ncludes   the  world
in  his  being,  but  his  being  extends  beyond  the  universe  as  well.

4.       Atheism:     This
st  a  siipreme.ex1 conscious.  and   intelll.gent  being.     In  other

position  expresses  the  belief  that  there  does  not
I           ®           ,           ,    ,     ®                         .           ,              ,                                       ~                        ,     ,

words.   atheism  denies  theism.

Agnosticism:     Agnostics  believe  that  it  is  impossible  to  know
w  et  er  tiare  is  a  (theistic)  God  or  not.     Hence,  one  must  suspend
judgment  regarding  the  possible  existence  of  God.

Theistic  Finitism:     This  bell.ef  system  stresses two  points:     a)
cares  about  humanity;  b)   God   is  not  all-power-

ful.     God's  powers   are  limited  by  existence,   not  by  choice.     Oth-
erwise,  most  of  theism  (see  above)   still   applies   to  the  concept.

7.      .Rel ious  Naturalism:     This  concept  is  a  form  of
e

panentheism   (see
activating  or  energizing  agent  within  nature,

not  external   to  nature."     God  and  nature  are  not  one  and  the  same
{pantheism).                                                             -

\

Today  each  of  I.hese  theologies  boast  ardent  Jewish  proponents.     Of
course.   when  departing   from  a   theology  of  theism,  one  must  also   rethink   the
place   and  meaning  of  Bible   in  one's  theologl.c   system  because   the  Bible   itself
essentially  expounds  a   theistic  view  of  God.

This  presentation  war.   based  on  the   following  materi.als:

Borowitz.   Eugen€.  8.. Understan(ling'Judaism.      New  York:   UAHC,1979

Fachenheim.   Emil   L.,   Paths   to  Jewish  Belief:   A  Systematic   Introduction.     New
York:   Behrman

Gertman.   Stuart  A..   editor. What   is   the   Answer.      New   York:    UAHC.1971

Jacobs.   Iouis.      Jewish  Thought  Today.      New  York:   8ehrman  House,1970

Neusner.   Jacob.   editor.      Understanding   Jewish  Theology.      New  York:      KTAV,1973

Reines,   Alvin.      "The  Word   God,"   Polydoxy.   Vol.   4.   No.i.1979

Soncino.   Ri fat.     "Four  Basic   God  Concepts   in  Judaism"   (unpublished}.     1978.
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IACLtry G{  qife

Adorn. . My Lord; the grned ter[]i trd for God
E/chi.in-means(literaHy)Gods;usedeapedallyinconnc€tion

with the attribute of justice
£/5Anddri.-GedofthemountalrsorGodofmi8ht;thes*I.nob

themczzz"AcaserefestothisnarmEfuGed
HaKedosA8anchHd-TheHolyOueBIeseed8€He;KdeA

mcaus holy, or sanch.fled.
£froAAsderEftych-1Wi:lBeTha!1WillBe{fredus3:i4ff)
Hal5hcm - The Name
H4Mckom - The Place
Tz#r Y?smcJ - Rck:k Of israel
5#chl.raA-IndwellingSpirit

HaNoriili - The Awesome
HtlGndol - The G[eat
HilGI.6or - The Sfrong
M.chnyfA H#Mny#.nl - Who Brl.ngs The Dead To Life
M.f/nyl/IHdfo/-WhoGivesufeToEvcrything
M4grm Apni/i#nl - Shield Of Abraham
Ro.€f - My Shepherd
Shonlqu/ITc/I./w/I-TheOneWhoHeasPrayers

rfuchvl :

qctL9AL9LTha-,-4. i2.F`.   wl ccrfu
# Aflmj8 Bill-_-

(C8.a
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k€ep!ng  posted / VOL. XxvllI. NO.  2
ABOUT THE AUTHORS
This article was wlillen by KP eailti"il .iS;:;isl.inis Nniiri.in Wa„ t{lem
and Sleven Oenkei

why do the righteous suffer
and the wicked prosper?
ten jewish responses

Since  {inciei`t  times,  |cwish  thinkers  hlivt!  wrestled  with
tim  prnhlcfn  rif how  t® justify and recollcill. llclicf in God'.i
unlimiled  ptiwer.  goot]nL.ss.  antl  mL.rcy  with  lh6  proscnco
of {!vil  ;it`d  suffering  in  the  world.  Moses  `i*ks G{id:  ..Why
•1m tlii`rc righlcnus  peo|]lo whrisc lot  is #i.rl{l {ll`d  ri.ghlco`ls

|lt!ni}li:  ``ilii}se  !ot  is  bad.  evil  pi!o|}!i!  whti:;t! lal  is  gii{}d  {1n{I
i.`'il  pco|llt:  whose  lot  is  l]ad?.'  (13Liracl`t)I  7a) Similtirly,  lhL.

pmpht!I  }cremiah  asks:  `.Wh}.  do  lht?  wif:kt:rl  prospl.a.  the
lreach.!mu.i lhrive?.. (12:2) Tlt€ mL.dicvill |I:wish philflsphi.I
Hasdili  C.rcsc.1s  writes  in  I.jghl  a/ tlil!  I.orrl .lh.1l  this  quos.

•  lion  is oi]£!  thilt  has  pcri]IL`xed  !trn|}hcls ,ind  philtt8ophors.

Nachm.inides.  the  fourtcei]th-century  scholar notes  in  !`is
commcnl,try on  lob that thL` p+{.bliNn or innor.ant  .¥ilrri3rin#
•.is at  thr! root  of armsta§y  in every  nation and  peoplL.."

•r!`crcliititM`shiijbetweL.nGo{I.inrllhc|cwishi"ii>leisl]`i.il.tl

on  :I  `}ililical  cnvenanl:  Gtlil  |ir{)mises  lhi!  [sr,1t!Iilf!.i  divii`i!

pr[ilccli{m   in   ri!lurn   mr   their  ``.rirshiriiiilig  ,il`il   nhL.yii`#
Gtiil.s l`iw.  ^cct]rdin8Iy. sin rL`.li)s G{](l's ilullishmt!iil, wnlk-
in# in ( ;t]{l.s w,iy lt!ads to  f`illl`{!ss {if lift:.  Ill lh¢ wnrtl.¢ {i{  ir`¢

pm|ihct   I-lrisca:  ..Tl`c  p.1(hs  tlf  !hc  Lord  ,1ri.  smf}olh-Ihc
ri*iilL`otis   can   walk   {m   tl`i!m,   wliilc   silincrs   sluml]lt3   {in
lhcm."  (14:1{})  ln  r'rovcrhs  il  is  wri«t!n:  "Nf]  ills  !]L.I.ill  tli|i

ri#hii!tui*.   hut   lilt:   wit:k{!tl   €im   rilli!il   wiili   irli`IItli!.`.  i  12:2i)

M,iimttiiitli!.i.  Inn.  ,iligns  liimsclr  willi  ll`i.i  iili.iilitm  in  l`i.i
Gulifi.   Iti   lh...   J7I!riilf...terl.   s,iylli£:   ..All   lhl!   c:il:ilnilit!.i   lh.il
l}cf;Ill  liii!n  .1I`d  ,111  lht!  gn{id  tliingb.  lh:il  r.fimi! t{.  Iilim ...,im

determined.,.through    equitable    iudgm8nt .... "    But
despite Such  assertions. we remain perplexed.

The followmg are tell |ewigh rL.spons€§ to the age-<}Id prob.
len  of thcodicy-the defense of Cod's  goodneg3 and orn-
I`ipotcnce  in  lh® face of the cxi.ilence itr evil:

1.  We   cannot   understand   God's
vyflys.
•l.hi!  l]titik iir |iili-lhi. t;Iii.i.Sit:  sttiry or .i  ri#hlL.tiu.i  n"n  \*.lm

.qLlrrl.rs   t]`il    roniain.i   tilicdionl    tii   Gtid-conclu{lcs   lhal
hul"iii.1  a.ii`n{il  ul`dorsland  lhi!  ways  or lho  Almighty.  In
lhl. lhird r.8nlLiry C.E..  R.ibl]i  Yfinnai echt]es this  vic`*.:  ..fl
is  I`Iil  in  ti`ir  iMtwcr lit  ill`di!r3liind  cilhor  lhl.  wi.II-l]I!ing tlr
lhi:  wit:kctl  {ir  lhli  s{irr{i`~s  {ir  lhq  rifhlcou.i...  (^unl   1:15}
^I`il.   in   {`ur   tl;Iy.   Elii!   Wil!#i!l.   Holnc.lust   .iNrviv.ir   ,iiid
ii`Ithtir.  wrili?.i:   ..I't!rli;iiis  s"mi`flay  s{)Inclii`t!  will  i.xi)lain.
htiw. tin lhl! li!v{!l tif IIi:im ^us{:hwil.+. w.is  i]ti`isiblo: hut. on
lht! liryi!l tif G{itl.  il  will  rtirevcr rt:Iti@in lhc mt"t  di.`lurl)ink
tlf iii.ysll!rit!s...  (I.I;#f!Iiij.`. O.r oiir Tilli..I

2.   Rcwiird    :tnd    pL]nishmcnt    arc
niL`lt!d  oL'it  in  Lhc  af(ci.lire.
In  lht! l}{ilik (11. I ):Iiiil#.  rl:`t.;iril  i.S  |immisiwl ,ili{l  |tunishi"ilil
lliri!:ilcii"I  ili  i'it.  .Irli!rlil.I!:  "M;iiiy  tir IIiti*t! ililii  .`lt#!ii  in  ilw

dust of the earth will aw8Le. some to elemel life. others to
everla3ling  aohorronce.'.  (12:2|.The Talmud  also  teach..
Ihal  Sufrering  in  this  lire  hrin8s  riiward  in  the  next  life:
"Tho Holy One brings suffering upon th® rightcous of the

world in I.)rder that they may inherit the future vror]d ......
(Kid{]u3hin 40h| In the Mishnah. Rabbi Y8.acov .ey.: "Thi.
worl{l  is  like  an  anleehamb®r  h!fore  the  world  to  come.
Prtip.irc ynllrsi!Ir in  lho anleehambiir in order to enl®r lho
blint|mll htill... (Avol 4:16} S8tldia Gaon. head of the Babylo-
iliiln  f\t:»{li.itty  lif S`im  in  the.len(h  cenlLiry.  Says  that.  on.
i!iirlll.  i}vil   iit!wiill.  tirc   riiwnrd(!{I   for  whatcv®r  good   thl`y
in;Iy ll;lw tllu`i!. {ii`{l Nt]tltl f]c{.pli. .rm punished hot lhcir few
r`iilii`#.i:  wlwm  ll`|.y  ciilcr  tl`c  art..rlifi..  they  far.e  the  fin.il
ri:t:kiiliiii#. |Emtlnah  Vedcol.  Clmpt.:I 5}

3.  Suffering has a piirpose.

.`ilrri!riiif  h;is.bi.cn  ox|.I;iiiit!d  .is  a  form  of  discipline.  A
Yi!mi!tiilo  midrasli  .isks:  lIIIw  :Im the  pcopl® of Israel  liha
llm tiliv".i used ln in.ikc {iil  rtir lhi. menorah in lho Temrile?
•1.1`1!   jll`.iw(ir:   .I.ht!y   {inly   nlil!y   cotnmflndmenls   and   .1r.I

I.i#l`lmnl.`l.y    whi:n     llii:y    ;lrt!    lmii]x    (:rtishL`d!..    (Mitlrl`sl`

Il:i{;jiil`il  u«   A.`tiil`is  27:2(1|  M{].she  Flinkor.  en  Orthoflox
l`!t:Ii{i#t!r  wl`ti  `v;i#  l`iilili#  rmiii  ihw  Nfizis  wiih  his  I.imily
il`Iril`#  W{irlt]  Wflr I I.  Imih.ml  l{i .`lt;iri: i»  lhi. sufherin# {ir lhe
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tlon. H€ writes. in his diary: .'i st± my3e]f 3s a lr8itor w-ho
ned from his people al thL. time {ir their anguish. Moreover.
it  sometimes  seelns  to  me tl`at only those  jews who  have
su«®red, who have carried the heavy burden to exile. will
b®  Saved  in  the  redeIT.ptit.n  of  our  people .... "  Young
Mnsh® later died in a c€incgntr@lion camp. (Young Moshe's
Oloryl

4.   Protesting God's injustice.
Un,iblc 1o `Indcrstaltd why G{Mt  would destroy `Sndom and
Gbmorrah  wilh  all  their  inh€ibil:mls.  Abraham  .1£ks: `.Will
the  iurlg8 or all  lho earth  iitit  {]i iil  iuslly?.. (Glmosis  18:2SI
The pTophol3 were known lti hilvl. protcs:.!.:  A#ain3t Got..a
lniuslic®.  cvon  .is  they  |irttli!sl{!{l  ,ig@inst  ::;riicl.s railur® lri
abide  by  lho  coven.inl.   In   .i   well-known   €hiisidic  tfllo.
R®bhe I.cvi  Yil7.htlk of llttr{Iilt:h`!v. ovt!rt:one i:y llio pein tir
lsmel.s surrerin*. inlcrr`iijls ll`t! Ytim Kipiiur si!r`iic®. raisag
his  rlsl,  .intl  prof:I.iims   ..I.  I,t:vi  Yit7.h€ik.  s{in  {if S,irah.  nr
lh® city  rtf  r}ordilr.hov.  I]iiw a.omt!  nn  liohalr or my  cli®nl.
Israel.  in  sumn`{in  lho Gtid  of |uslicc lo  lrial.  Si}enk.  I  dtr
mend or Thci..  what  h:isl  'l'l`o`i €I8@in§l the !cws? Whorcin
have  Ihl.y  sinno{I  l{i  l]c  lliils  l{irmi!nlctl?. .  . I   will  not  stir
from  my  Ill,ir.a.  .  . ul`Iil .I.I`{iil  l`iisl  |i`Il :in ¢ntl  lm  llio §ufror.
ilt8s  of  lsr.ii!l."  ||.S.  Milikiii.  TI`i!  nomtim:t!  iir  I.la.i.`.itli.`.nil
lj.vi Yilzh.ik I€ilL`r rt!penls riir l`i.q .irrn#ftnc8. Ii`il  lti lhis d{iy
his pmlest  echoes .im{]iif |i:ws  in tiitit`.i tir .i{lvi!rsily.

5.  God suffers along with
humanity. ,
Mldra3him  on  the  Exodus story  depict  God  as  suffering
with the  fsra®lites  in  lhi3ir struggle for redemption: "The
Redcmptlon  is  for  Me  and  for  you.  tt  is  ag  ir.I  wilt  be
redeemed with you. as il s.iys .the nations and their gods.' "
tExodus  R@bbtih  15:]2} Cttntempiirary  philosopher lrving
Creenb®rR says lhnl  God  helps humanity not  by  interven.
ing lo slop .qufherin# Itill  r@IhL.r hy boin8 preserlt with th®s®
in  prin.  ACL.nrtling  lti GrL`cnhcrg.  Ihe answer lo  the ques-
lion  ..Whcrc  w.1S Gotl  :il  ALisr.hwilz?'.  is  "God  was there
..mrvin#.  Iil!:ilt!Ii.  hiimilifllo{l.  #.irs®d.  and  l]`imed  ®liv®."
|"m T.hirll Grlml Cyi:l{.. ill  Ji,.wi.`.h  Hislory}

6.  Suffering  is  caused  not by  God
but by  humflnkin{l.
Humnnkiml  h€is  hl.Im  #r,ii`lt!II  rrix!tllim  lir ch[iii:a  by  God.
Wo rin{I in I)i.ilmrimiim.v: "l}chlil{l I h.ive Ill.iced before you
life    nntl     #nwlli"ss     in    well     :is    i]efilh     an'd     evil
.|30:t5|.  .  .I:l`iti"t?  liri?  .iii  th;il  you  ;Mitl  y®iir  I:hililnen  might
llvr!."  |311:]!)I  .I.!`il.i  lI`i:  i`vil   lhill   l]I!ftills  hum.1nity  is  {lf  ils

{iwi`   Ill:ikil".   M;Iiliifil`iii{t#   (l{!I:I;irl!.i   Ih.il   t!vil   {lireds  slom
rriim   lulln.in   iHliimwir.I:.   I(iuitll!  lo  lhl!  I'f!r|ilt;.`i!II   Ill.   Ill
Ei#hl t:i!nlilrit!* liili?r.  II`i!  mttili:rii  |cwi.ih lhink{!r.  M{;rdccai

K;iiil;ili. s:iyf lh{il i!vil  ri!*`ills I."n hul"ili  I.iilim in di!€IIing
t:rL.nliwl+'  wilh  II`t:  wf}rltl'i  |imlll{!Im.  IJliliki!  M:iimtmilll}.i

iii`tl  K;iitl.Ill.  whti €illi.illiili! t!`'il  lii ,I li"k iir kmiwl{ttl#L. iir ili.

IIclilili.  iihiln*tii]hi!r  I.:n`il   F`:ii:ki!Iil`I:im  in  r;tlii..i  J'rl:.`.I!IIt..r!  il]

Jli.`.ilir`.   iili*i!rvt:S   ili;II   Ilm   iiiiitil:I;I`i   .iilrri!r   li{tl   I.O{::iiisl!  {il.

Inlm:ii.I   r;Iil`irl.  li`il   lii!i:;i`I*i`  til.  i!..lil   ;ii:lifir`.i   liiki!n   with  iill

vj,'t,``.    i ,,,, `f ,,,,.y    I ,,,,, I.    ,(;,I'l`i    ti;Ii,,7.,,a    !I,.i.:  ,,`.-i:..    `l:i.il.tt.`.    .   .

r.njlli   t\I.I.:r  llm   IIitliii:II!i.`I   ih;Il   {;iiil..i   f;ii:I     \`.;is   hillil#Ii   ;il

^u."I`wily. Ii{!I:;iil.`i} |]"i|ili! h:itl  i:liii.iim t!vil. tli.`Iilii!yii`*  I tis
: ,,,,,, '1:,,,` ,,,, t:,,,    I,,    ,: ,,,, `,£`:    Ii ,.,,..,.,,,.,.,, i`i;mi,:    n,ys,i,,S   ,ri.

Iiil!iliiw:il    `iiil.i!tl     lmlifil:iim!{l     lh;II    (:{iii     i.i    Ili`!    I.tiri:I!    riil.

#"Mlim*``  ;iiiil  ill.ilil:t!  i"  llm  w{ti.ill.  Ii`il  lil;11  Giiil   i`i  {lrivl!Il
rrnm  lIM!  wiirlll  h.y  lhi.  it`.il  li`{!n  tlli.  II`im"n  .i`il.ri!rii`S  i.i  ili`

I:rltii.iiil  li`.  ]!vil  {lix!tl.S.  wl`ii:h  Ill.iw {;{iil  hirll`i!r  ;m{l  r`Irll`i!r

r.+

7.   God  ignorL.s  humiin
suffLlring.

I(il:I':lr(i     l{Lll',:Il.`lt:i„    Wl.it,,.\    Ill    ..\'1,„     .\Li.i,.I,``.11-/.:    .'..\    (-;,,`1

`+.Im   I(7lL.i`illt:S   ll`t!  *tll.lt!rii`£  iif  I:`.I?|i   tint.  t.h§Itl   i`  f!Ilhw   ifi-

riltil{:lv   t;I.`il:I   {ir  liu|M!It!*£Iy   iiillil!.I.ri:Ill...   A   iltiilit;;i`I*!   s`Ir..

vivnr  .s;iy£:  ...l.Ill.  '!.I)i':ili   .iiii!;ik.i  Iir  {;Iitl`*  ini!i.I:y:   !ht!rl.  w;ts

i`tiiit!.   'I'lil!   'l`(il.:lil   siii::Ik.i   tll~  {Ii`.ilii`:   i`|Slii.(i:   \*.h|`rt:   w;Is   il.'
•l.Iw .I.tlriil`  .i|)I:;tL.i .I 11. ( :`if I..`  |irn\.illi!nl:t!:  wit(:„  w;I.i  I li`? i.!`t:

'l.tmil`  £im"I.i iir r;Iilll:  Iiiii  I  li..iw !!r:Ivi!. .`i:ri{]`I.i t!iiulil.i.  .I.lii!

i.ilr:Ill  .iiM!:iks  tir ;`  li*lt!Iiiti#  ctiil.  Iit!ariftf iiiir I)r;iy{!rs:  li«I  I

I!xiM!ri{Mu:i:il  I lil:..  ;i.i  iil`hi!;irili#  ;IIid  ili!:Ir ln iiilr  si`riL.k.s  ;mii

iiilr IMII{:ri.i.1.`.  I.f`!ii:  /..I]jlll  tHitl  l}iitllil  ti|. I !tiltjt:iill.`.I  ```ur`'j`.tir.`'|

• 8.   Don't ask.

Quoslioning Gotl can be dangerous. a3 the stt]ry of the mar-
tyred  Rabbi (§hm8el  illustrates. So good a man was  Rabbi
tghma8l  that  the  heavens  shook  when  he  cried  out   in
agony.  Yet.  the  Romang  continued  to  torture  lshm&el  to
dcalh.  During his torment. the angels asked God: ..ls this
Your  law,  end  is  this  the  reward  for  obeying  it?"  God
replied: ..Ir lshmael cries out again the whole world will be
d®Stroyed." (A. |8IIinek.  Bet HaMidrash}

9.  God gives, and God takes away.
The following story is told about Rabbi M®ir and hic wife
Beruria.  who  lived  in  the  sceond  century:  Rabbi  Meir.a.
sons died on Shabbat afternoon while he was studying 8t
the synagogue.  When  he  returned  home Beruria said:  "f
have a question. The other day someone came and gave me
some precious things to hold for him.. Today. he carn® and .
asked for them. Do I have to give them back?.. Rabbi Meir
said: "Of course you must give them back to thBir owner."
She then told him that their children had died. Meir was

ov®rcom® with grief. B®ruria then quoted lob: " . . . God hag
8iv®n   and   God   has   taken   away,   in.ay  God's   name   be
bland." (lob 1:2i|

10.  There is no God.
In  the second century,  Elisha ben Abuyah saw a  man die
while  fulfilling  one  of God's  commandments.  the  obser-
vance of which promised long life. As a result. Elisha ben
Abuy8h  denied  God  and  bceame an  apostate.  (Jerusalem
Talmud,  Hag.  ii.1|  One  Holocaust  survivor  writes:  ..We
were Sent forth to rlnd out once and for o]1 ir lheri. is a Got].
That'3  the  m®8ning  of the camps.  tt  was  meant  to  bring
Him  out  into  tho  opBn  if  H®  existed  al  all .... And  God
relied the test. proving His own non€xistenc€." (The Faith
and  Doubt of Holacou8t Survivors|

Additiona.I responses to this perplexing and endless dilem.
rtia can be formulated but. m{ire often than not. people do
not search  for their own answer until they are personally
Confronted by a tr.igedy that challenges their faith in God.
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efortn Judaism,  unlf kc  Orthodox}'.  is  very
interested in theology or ideas about Cod.
The early Reform rabbis `i.ho vi.ere strongly
influenced by Gcrmuin nod-Jewish philoso-
pher3 such as Kallt and Hegel wrote a good
deal al)out God. dcscribcd Gel as a

nature and niorality in people. They -could not accept
*h-o-a-e~rfo-rifismiraclesandin(crfcrc„ith{helawsofnature.

Miracles such as the parting or the Red Sea or the sun standing still for Joshua
were interpreted !]y Reform Scholars as ancient tales or legends that lcll more
about how pcuple thought of God than how God actually acts in the w.orld.

Modern Reform thinkcr3 lmvc developed new ideas about the meari-
ingorG+rd,andtheynow.spcakofa.m=g:=Lp±±±Eo=._p_giJqu±.Althoughthcydonot
think  or  Gij{l  a3  a  person  in  the  human  sense.  they  bclicve  th&l  Co{l'S
personality or spirit is present in us and in our v`.orld. God i3 felt in otir histor?.,
especiall}' il` our Jcu.ish hi3tot?'. The Reform scholar Rabbi Eugcnc a.  Boro-
witz writeg Ihal the truest idea of Cod will inspire us to keep Torah in Our lives
and preserve the Jew.i3h people.  Any idea of God that does not do these two
thing! is improper and false. And to deny the c.tistencc or God altogether, hc
argues, will lead to chtios in our society.

Some Refom Lhinkcr! 3Llggest that God is a part of nature and is the
living power in the universe. Others bclicve that Cod i3 a force we feel as wc
Strugtle Lo evolve and develop physically and morally. Clcariy. Rcforfn ideas
about God arc rich and d!ivcrsc.  T:tcy vary widely from an al.mcot Orthodox.
supern&tund God who perform miracles and revealed the Torah, to an alfno.t
naturalistic idea of God a3 a power in the univcrsc.

ortwrfur*
EEHErs
AI®or GOB.

Sul.

rthodoxy accept. the traditional view. of God
ai developed in the Bible, T&lfnud, and Mid-
ralh and ai taught in the writing] of medieval
philo.ophers. To &n OTthedox Jew,  Cod i. .
spirit  in  the  univcr3c  that  has  crcatcd  all
things and kc€ps all things alive.  God is all-
powerful, all-knowing. all-vise.. and univcr-_,,

and words; Cnd is aware
==.  \,|Jll, |r+,.I ,----  _-___ ___ ,

of &u wc say and do.  People understaLd cid.; will by Studying Torah and
performing mitzvot. the cormandmenl3.

a.lievin3thatGodis:±ljrfelndiotallyinconcoldvtbiactoa
difricultqucstion:Whyi§thereevilinthcworld?InoLirtimcsthisqucstionhas
taken on a new meaning. and medcm Jewish thinkcb have asked. -Why did
the.Holacausttakeplac€:andwhcrcwaeGedwhen.ixmillionJe%wcrescnt
to their dcalha?.  Not many Orthodox thinkcr5 have dand lo deal wiih this
!ubjcct.Oncwhohau§.RabbiEliczcrBcrkovits,admitsthatwcsimplycannot
kliowLhcpurpes€b€hindthcHOLacaust.WeccrtainlycannotthinkthaLallthe
Jewswereslaughtcredbccauscthcywcresinner5.Tobelievcthatwouldbeto
think of Gee as unspeakably c"cl.  But cvcnlhough  we al human bcing!
cannot undcr3tand God.3 purpose in the Holociusl.  we can take comfort ln
knowing that the gLate or l§racl was hem out of the( tragedy.

Codsccsouractions:hcaLr.ourthoughis,praycr],
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oliservatjve  Ju{luism  is  like  Reform  in  that  its
thinkers  tind  lc.i{ltirs  have  tiiug!it  viiried  views
about Gut.  Sonte bclit:vc in a personal.  super-
natural Gnd who li8tcns t{i prayez5 and is keenly
aware of l``lmun e`.ents. Thus, 5olomun Schcch-
ter wrote that Cod is not a mere ideqL but a spirit
foundcvcr}.where-inLhetcmplc.inthccourtof

. ill tl`c ramil`.. un the farm. in the merkctplace. and at moments When wc
rnfibrce Cnd.a la`.ws. Rflbbi B€n Zion Bokscr wrote that Cod is not a person. but
is greaLcr than any pergon; God's pcrsof`alily or presence rills the world.

The late religious {hinkcr Professor Abraham J.  Heschcl wrote sev-
eral books on the subject.  Hed6hel was a mystic.  He believed that we should
iiot try to prove the existence of God but \yc should reel God'3 Spirit or presence
inthcur{Icroftheuniv€rscandinthemoralhw.wcfindamonghum®nbeing5.
.According to Heschcl.3 belief. h.c feel a b&!ic -amazement- when we cxperi-
cnce tl`c glories of nature and history.  an amaBcment that w€ cannot cxpre3S
properly or put into words.  Wc nlso feel God.9 presence when we pray. study
Torah. al`d perform mitzvot.

On the other end. there are i"iny Conservative thinkers who da not
accct" the idea of a supernatural or personal God. Rabbi Mordccai M. KapLan,
ror e]tample, wrote of God as a power or process in people qnd in Lhc universe
that n`akes rot human salvation or fuLr]llment.  Rabbi Robert Gordis bclicvc3
that Gotl  is the creative pr".ef ill the uliiyerse and the force behind sceial.
pelitical.  and sciefitific progress in {h€ wtirld.  Gordi9 Says that God may be
round hath iu the ortler t.f n&Lure and in the course of our.history. Wc cannot
know what G®d ir: wc can only feel Co{l.a workings through our world and the
people in it.

fucgivshefen`\*
GOB ordccai K4plan.a idc&) about God arc un-

tradition&l.   K4plan   ia   a  -humanist-
naturalist.- Hc i9 a humanist beeau3c he
rinds God in pcoplc and in human cxperi-
cnce. Our potential and our striving to do
better. to retich higher. to acl`ieve greater
things.  and  u  rise  above  the  lowly  ani-

male reflects the power ol. Cod. Ar.J Kg.plali also rinds evidence ®f Gel in the
universe al`d  in  nature because the universe has order and la`b.a.  rules and
design.  .Nature.a order i3 designed Lo help us to achieve i]ur highest goula. 1n
this wu}.,  Ka|]lan  belieycs that we muSt found our bclicf in C{}d on  modern,
3|.ietitirlc. at`d rational facts and on a faith in humanity a.nd in the univcrsc as
having the elcmcnts we need for raising our owli lnoral and ethical b€hav{or.

Kaplan {lerincs Cud as !hc po``.er or process that makes for human
SalvaLion afiil fulrillmcnt.  ror the rcalizatiol` of the -higttcgt  ideals  for which
mcnslrivc.-Basically,Kaplanhasadcepfailhtbatpcoplc(andtr`cuniverscof
which pcoplc are part) have in them a f®rcc or pou.er driving thcT to. reach for
idc.dls such as justice at`d t"th, goodness and peace. Just as gravit?. is a power
in nature which cannot bc seen but is always rclt, so thcrc is a power in human
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bcii`gs  aiitl  ill  the  w{]rlil  that  makes  l`s
search for  bcltcrillent  allll  fulrillmt.!it.
That po``.€r is what ``.e c.Jill -Cod.-

Recon§tructioni§m   doc.s   i`ot
teach   that  Co{l   i3  a  pcr5on  livil`g  in
h€avcn   and   w.ritjng   {}ur   {leeds   in   a
book.   T1`a[  ctjl`cei)I.  says   Kaplan.   is
silly,   childlike  jupcma!ura/I.jm.   We
can.t see or feel Cud all(I we should nat
try `o.  Nor should \`'e try to knot..  God
th.rough   m}'stical   experiences.   Even
the  belief in  miracles  scem3  childish
and   primitive  since  modcm  Scicncc
has   taught   us   that   the   lawg   and
dynamics  of  the  universe  cannot  bc
Suspended  or  stopped.  Thcrcforc  we
should  not  think of God as a miracle-
worker. N®r should we think of God as a
judge who will  re`.and or punish us in
the next life. Our concern Should be ror
£Ai)  world.  not  the  next.  W'e  arc  ex-
pccted  to  live  the  good  life  here  and
now. The idco of a Cud who will reward
or punish in sotnc ne.tl life is just not a
modem  way of thinking,  according to K&pLan.

BjHhemostradicalchangeinthcwayKaplanthinksahouLGodishis
idea that God.s power i§ limited.  For if God were all powerful.  I`bw could He
allow evil and suffering in [hc world? The ReeonStructionists bclieye that thcrc
aire things th&L are within God'S power and things that God cannot control.  at
least not now.  For Corl.s holiliess has not yet rilled the world. That part of life
and the world Ilo( yet filled wi(h God's prcscncc i3 what wc call -evil. -Wc mList
have  faith  the(  someday  Cod's  spirit  will rill the  entire  world  and  evil  and
suffering will disappear. Our task as human bcing3 and as jews i3 to bring that
day cvcr cloger.

With  lhc  cxccption  of  Rabbi  Milton  Steinbcrg,   ReconstTuctionist
thinkers  have  accepted  thcsc  ideas aboul  Cod.  Stcinberg felt  that  Kaplan's
dcriinition or Cod was too cold and ration®li8tic.  Hc wanted to think of Cod as
more  than  ju`it  a  power or proccsg:  hc  longc{l  ror some  my8lery  in  religion
bccau.c  hc  rclt.tltot  lire  itself con(aid. Somc my3tcry  and  wonder.  But  most
Riccon3tructionist5  have Sided with Kaplan.
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SUPPLEMENT:       THE   P!TTS3URGH,    COLutl8{js   AND   CENTENARY   STATEjlENTS:

A   cOMPARATivE   c'riART

1875--Pi ttsburgh                                        1937--Columbus                        ]976--Centenary  perspecteve

The  God   Idea

We   recognize   inevery  r€:'}igion   an
attempt  to  grasp   the   infinite  One,
and  in  every  mode,   source  or  book
of   revelation  held  sacred   in  any
religious   systeni  the  conscious-
ness  of  the   indwetting   of  God
in  man.     We  hold   that  Judaism
presents   the  highest  conception
of   the  God-idea  as   taught   in  our
Holy  Scriptures   and  developed
and  spiritualized   by   the  Jewish

chers   in  accordance  with   the
a I   and   phi]osophica}   progress

6f   their  respective  ages.    We
maintain   that  Judaism  preserved
and  defended  amid  continual
stru§g}es  and   trials  and  ijnder
enforced   isolation  this  God-
idea  as   the  central   religidus
truth  for  the  hLman  race.

The  heart  of  Judaism  and
its   chief  contribution
to   religion   is   the  doc-
trine  of   the  Orte,    `Ii\,'ing
God,  who   rules   the  world
through   law  and   love.
]n  Him  al  I   existence  has
its  creative  source  and
mankind   its   ideal   of
conduct.     Through  trans-
cending   time  and  space,
He   is   the   indwelling
Presence  of   the  world.
We  worship   Him  as   the
Lord  of  the  universe
and  as  our  merciful
Father,

The  affirmation  of  God  has
always  been  essential   to  our
people's  wi] I   to  survive.
In  our  struggle  through  the
centuries  to  preserve  our
faith  we  have  experienced
and   conceived  of  God   in  many
ways.    The  trials  of  our
cwn  time  and  the  cha]]anges
to  modern  culture  have  made
steady  belief  and  clear  un-
do.rstanding  difficult  for
sollle.     Nevertheless,  we
ground  our   lives,   personal]y
and  continually,   on   God's
reality  and  remain  open   to
new  experiences  and  con-
ceptions  of  the  Divine.
Amid   the  mystery  we  ca] 1
life,  we  affirm  that  human
beings,   created  in  God's
image,   share   in  God`s
eternality  despite  the
mystery  we  call   death.
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' Thinking

SHIRE  DICXER
the Jewish TimesSprfu__¢_a_

M!fri:g:#OTd¥¥
zBan or a woman+ a daddy or

About God

==-bmmy. married or single
or  divorced.   He  wants   to
how what Hashem. as he is
fond of calling Him/Her. eats
for  breakfast  and  whether
He/She  is  also  the  God  of
Christian people and "people
from Afica".

dud  then.  as  if  recalling

%m£L:::tn±vL:=ntcL:¥esaff;
questions and says. "God is a
man   and   a   woman.   but
deesn't  have a body.  God is
like a big spirit that watehes
over us." Hearing him repeat

FT°rds  I  have  cold  hims of Cime§.  I am moved
to smile and then feel uncer-
tarn  How  does  one  speak
honestly   about   someching
one knows nothing about?

Here is my dilemma I don't
want to give my child what I
believe to be a false and unfair
pi_c_t±TJo_f^9.?^d-^T.t;P.a;tn:fn:

a heavenly thane watchingo±¥eEa:e#:£o¥,p:d:=:c:i
andespedallypos€-Holocaust

:sh£:}c°e%f tnheag::Srt :Fediee€?:
Nor do I want my child's no
tion of God to be imbued with

#tsu°£Sp°jwme%?CTalh::Swuopfrj

EeisnreeJ|¥a?gonre`tihgeio:ch:3
hand.    I    don't    want    to

How does one
speak honestly
about something
one knows nothing
about?
disregard   the   presence   ot.
God.  for  I  don.C befieve in a
random universe either.

What  I  am  left  with  is  a

::rtehr::grialb:noerv:i:ni&spb?:tri
male and female: intangiblei
unknowable.

I am always struck when I
encounter people  who speak
with   such   certainty   about
/`.nfi     Whether    it    is    our

Christian-Pacifis t Hutterian

E¥dses£#LiE::in:ot:Ei:
missions   for   them.   or   a
Lub&vitch acquaintance who
PvirtyinacrLea#.rEtounric=%n:
t:::¥kp££'ifacfr=:¥biT§i
the riraculous revelation at
Mount Sinai I am overcome
bdi}S#8th¥|tocoe£¥.s:
easily pin drm God's nature,
God's essence, God's purpose

lb[eapEinFodr:g::alF¥O:
ihde:ffi|€e#wng%sff±co*:.
ca by the hand o£ God. but
I   feel  it  is  suffused  with
Diwhe inspintion.  I beHeve

¥¥b=ev=id==PsTi±
¥ep=°To£:8hiap&:hbthasafla¥.
:F:£¥mbgy6€s#:ME,£:£
?=#j:g##€h¥f:¥e
that  has  created  the  won.
drous verid.

Badrg  ny  children.  I
mad ac the beauty of their
for:p  a€  the  wisdom  that
fashions bodies to encase in-.
teqectsL eempranents. souls.
I  lock  at  my  sturdy  son

igL¥h¥is¥sgTREiffjc=:
ffgisy£¥¥TnLg=FotnL:i
thdr faces are variations on a
thenei that chey share their
father's wide feet and "rrists.
nyfimEps.andthecombined
feat;ure§  of  innumerable  an-
cescors  dating  back  to  theb¥+8in?fh¥intEesafeand
lordy cocoon of my ore ffe
I see aJxple evidence for the
direct  hand  Of  the  Divinei

#¥8::ni=EEi:#¥x
a:¥£°bn]:£urofprE:'e"TLdiaei
chs3: we are dissatisfied with

!y:n#i*Te:n¥jictom:::efy¥
But it is risfortune in the

lima Of others that makes me
q=Tgg:a:b¥=n£€,=#f#
fortune to sheer luclL An ac-
qurfutance  Loses   an  infant
son to a beak toy accident. A
yfro?=dg.di:u:;Te°±eenzri=iet:::

gfi±#heare¥ie;ew=d.f#
PfiedaeTh:uas=eg;sC#*:
death   in   under-developed

countries.    People   wander
without  homes.  Young  girls
are  raped.   Disease  ravages
Hve3.

Th berieve that a transcend-
ent force is responsible for my
good fortune is to betieve chat
it is also responsible for the
misery in the tives of others.
I am left befieving only in my
arm dumb luck.

mo¥e¥*:ffd¥ft¥gc:up::
the story of my adoption ac

E:¥eofm?tvf¥:EjFi:#h:
#.3A¥:flesh:tj:r¥dh#
means,  approximately.   pre-
de§dred. and i€ is easy co see
wdy she the recipient of an

g=tofda££ge¥:irtya£5:Eevseua
Chat it was mean€ to beL As a
child.  tbe concept of b.sfeerf
alilira:ys  struck  me  as  faulty
but I never knew why. It was

:h¥ey£::n]ff¥irutpha:nttE::Wh:qeu¥h¥mcgo¥dmpeainh:i
made my adopcive mother.s
b'sfierf  possible   that   I   rep

#i=l=hbatl:£e¥i¥ityw::
:£Ptong#weeh¥.ifBy'::eorfnLl;
see. the victorious side of the
story. It is the knowledge of
the  other.  tragic  sidei  that
raises troubling questions.

What am I to convey to my
child about God? Already he
sees  contradictions  even  in

ih=:efulrf:=€°hnacveep::ihff
God is benevolent. and that
Hdshe is the creator of the
irohd. .Adam wants co know
wdy, if God is good. that cats
chase and kill micei why tions
eat lambs. why are there wars.
wky are there  earthquakes?
He  has  leaned   in   school
about God helping the Jews.

3r::tn¥eE:Z:rr:{£nradyer*E;
Larm.s mother died of a brain
tumor.  why  God won.C  send
deqrn a new toy when he asks
for it, why people have an in-
clination to be good and an in-
clination to be bad. He asks
me  why.  i£  Hashem  really.
r#e#yH£SCS.can.twesee

I can only be honest with
my chfld and ten hid whac I
bdieveL I befieve that we are
not  Eving  purposeless  Lives
and that  an  answer  win  be
raealed to us. in this life or
the  next.   I   beueve   in   ch?

g¥:fh¥t!itgliEjfs`:,:;i;i
#:hs:fr:tsgf£%o3{ geacness.
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WHAT IS PRAYEF!?
Prayer ls our atlachmenl lo the Ijlmosl.
Prayer I&k®s the m]nd out of lh® narrown®SS

ol s®ll-Interest, and ®nablos us to s®® Ih®
worid ln lhe mlrror ol the holy.

Prayer clarifies our hope and in{enltons.
ft helps us discover our true asalretlons. the

pangs we Ignore, the Ionglngs wo forgol
lt ls an act ol sell-purification, quarantine for

lh® soul.
It gives us the opportunity lo be honest, Io say

what w® b®Ii®v®, and to stand tor what we
Say.

Prayer t®ach®§ us what to aspire lo.
Prayer Implants ln us lh® Ideals we ought lo

ch®'ish.
Prayer ls the essence ol spirllual living.
Prayer  r®vlv83  and  keeps  al!v®  the  far®

gr®atn®ss of some past ®xperiene® in which
thlngs glowed wlth m®anlng and bl838Ing.

Pray®f  makes  visible  lh®  righl.  and  f®v®als
•     what !S hamp®flng and false.
Prayer ls more than. a IIghl belor® us; 11 ls  a

Iighl wllhin us.
A8BAHAM J. HESCHEL
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REASONS FOR PRAVING

No
I. Need  lo  erpre.s  lnngmo.I /ccJlngs..  People  need  to  Show
gTatltude.   humlllfy.   excltement,   wonder.   awe.   amazement.
appreclatlon. and thankfulness for being allve.

2. FulflJJmcnl a/desfr€s.. People have needs and deslres and often
fun to God (through prayer) to help them achleve those deslres
or help them ln tlmes of trouble or distress.

3...ARC.I.a.I.ILO,==Lhl?T:I_P_G?`d...Th.toughpt_aye"€oplQtryt®clatiky
and establish a personal. loving. and lntlmate relatlonshlp with
the  Power behlnd the unlver8e. Prayer can ena6le an lndlwldual
tofeelapartnershlpwithGodlncomptetlngtheworkofcreadon.

4.Fear..Peoplehavebaslcfears.problems.andgulltfeellngsand
turn to prayer to enunclate and clarlfy them.

5. JdenfJflcaflon.. Prayer enables  the  Jew  to  ldentlfy with  past,
present. and future members of the Jewlsh people. as well as with
a particular community or peer group engaged ln prayer actlvity
and/itua,.

6=._E.t.h_I.C_a!:=?_oTslblllty... ?.t.yet glres pe.ople the apportut\lty to
evaluate themselves and thelr soclety b} assesslng the needs of
others and evaluatlng thelr own values ln the IIght of the values
expressed ln the prayers.

7. S!tidy: The act of Torah study Itself ls consldered a  form  of
Jewish worshlp and ls Included utthln prescrlbed prayer rltuals.
tt ls vltally Important ln enrlchlng one's Intellectual &bllltles and
addlng to knowledge about llving good llvcs.

8.  ro  .hapc  ap€rleilcc..  The  act  of  prayer  can  slgnlflcantly
change a given event. Saylng a blesslng at the appropriate tlme
raises the experlence to a higher and more splrltual level. Both
the experlence and the lndlvldual are enriched by a prayerful act.

9.  ScJ/-dlsc!plJnc.. Regulating one.s llfe around prayerful actlvity
makes one sensltlve. on a dally basls. to the wonders. mysteries.
and challenges of living.

10.  Joy o/ language and words: Many people  enjoy the  beauty
and power or well-wrltten poetry. Prayer ls whtten. for the most
part.  In  the  language  of  poetry  and  many  enjoy  this  type  of
emotlonal and  Intellectual experience.

11.  Ni!zuah..   People   engage   ln   tradltlonal   prayer   actlvilles
because they feel commanded by God to do so.
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PRAYER

(A  Jewish  Perspective)

|n  judaistn,  prayer  is  considered  the  service  of  the  heart;  it  is  a vay
of  coqmunicating  With  God,  and  is  approached  With  all  our  heart,  all
our  soul  atld  all  our  might.

There  are  qrany  vays  of  reaching  out  to  God.    In  ancient  days,  Jews  coo-
nutLicated  With  Cod  by  o££ering  sacrifices  which  Were  accoapanied  by
rituals  at`d  ceretnonies.    Evetlcually  these  ce[etnotiies  became  so  ccmpli-
cated  that  only  special  religious  leaders  {Teaple  priests  and  Levices)
could  cotiduct  then  or  lead  the  singing.

Religious  practices  began  to  charLge  after  the  destrtiction  oE  :he First

:E¥::es::I:::c:;:.:her¥:::::taan::p¥:e=::ev::::::sv::u::q::I:::8e;n
exile,  in  Babylonia  the  Jewish  people  began  to  gather  on  the  Sabbath
to  study  the Holy  Book,  and  to  reach  out  to  Cod ife,  With vords,
tfithouc  priests,  altars  or  sacrifices.

The  custom  a.£  coming  together  to  study  atLd  pray  in  a  neighborhood  sytLa-
gogue  continued  even  after  the  Jews  returned  to  their  land,  even  though

:::u:e:£::::a::::S::::i::St:e::1::;e.[tA¥::rtE;ee¥:::e::et:::::o:Zna-
Teaple,   Jews  Were  able  to  continLie  to  Worship   the  one  Cod,  using  prayer
as  a  substitute  for  sacrifice.    The  design  of  the  synagogue  service  as
developed  at  that  tine Was  incorporated  itLto  early  Christian Worship.
The  first  part  of  the  Eucharistic  Service  retains  the  structure  o£
JetJish  Worship  services  at  the  beginnirLg  of  the  Comon  Era.

Prayer  cotisists  of  more  than  there  Words  and  can  Cake  di££erent  fops.
Traditionally,   in  Judaism,  study  of  Torah  is  regarded  as  prayer  and
acts  of  kindness   (gj=E±±±E.ri±±±±iE)   are  also  considered  a  fom  oE  prayer.

The  heart  of  the  Worship  service  for  all  branches  o£  Judaism  is  the  Sh'ma,
the  tJatchtJord  of  the  faith,  uhich  proclaims   that  there  is  one  God  for
all  ht]tnanity  Who  exists   for  all  ecerniEy.     Ultimately,   students  learn
that  prayer,  uhether  expressed  in  tens  of  praise,   petition  or  chahks   to
Cod,   inspires   us   to  remecher   the  cormarldtt`et`ts;   to  do  justice,   to  love
tBercy   atid   Co   understand  God's  uill.

"ttay   ic  by  Th .,..Ji„   0  God,   Co   extend  peace,   great  arLd  trondrou*   in  the
I  --   -n    rha   r`of]nLes   of   the   earth   recognize  and  knou  the  in.let-I £ -,=  -=  J+-les   o[    [ne   ea[|Li    Lt;iv5LI-..   _.,_   ,___

corae   inca   this  World   for  quarrel   and  division.
con[rariness   and  bloodshed;   but  we  a:a  cop-e•   .                1    £__..,a,    ''

ut`i-verse.     Let   all   the  peop
most   EruEh:    EhaE  ue   are   not
nor   for   hate   and   jealousy,   con[ra[LLLE.-0` .... _____  _    ,
it`Co   this  tJorld   to   recognize   and  knou  Thee.     Be  Thou  blessed   foreverr
(Chasidic   liEeraEure)

-82-



PRAYER
I_    __     _:       _      ,+            :     .

(A  Chrlstlan  Perspective)

Prayer  ls,   for  both  Christians  and  Jews,  huqLanity's  godvard  conscious-
ness,  arising  out  of  experience  and  given  expression  iB vord  or  deed.
At  its  heart,  prayer  is  not  a  siqple petitloring  of  the  Creator  for
various  favors,  but  a  celebration of  Cod  as  a  presence  recognized  ln
and  through  the  htJJran  experience.    This  recognition has  been verbal-
ized  ln may  Ways.    Sooe  of  these verbalizations  have  proven  Co be  note
adeqacely  expressive  of  the  "Cod-experience"  thaa  others.    These  are
the  prayers  trhich  have  lasted,  and  which  have been  transBitted  to  us
ln  the  fom  o£  "Eradiclonal"  prayers.

Further,  Cod  deals  vLth  persons  not  only  individually,  but  ia  groups,
1n  coqrmunltles.    Hence,   there  are  corporate  prayers,  expressions  totJard
Cod  by  the.believing  cotrmunity,  celebrating  that  particular  comtinity's
special  experience  of  Cod.    These  corporate  prayers  are  the backbone
of  liturgical  prayer,  both  Christian atid Jewish.
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SOME  THOuGfms   CIN   pRAyER

I  have  a,1ways  found  pmy®r dlfflcult.     So  often  lt  ®®®n®  1the  a
f"1tlegs  ga,n®  of  hlde4nd-e®€k  whore  we  e®®k  and  Get  hLd®e .......
Yet  I  cannot  lcav®  prayer  &lon®  for  long.    My  need  drlv®e  n®  to
HLm.     ^rd  I  hove  a  f®®llng  thdLt  »®  ha®  Hle  om  roa8one  for  hLdlng
Hlm§elf ,  .nd  that  flmlly all my  aooklng will  prove  lnflnlt.1y
worthwhllo.    ^na  I  am  not  8ur.  I.hat  I  moan  ty  ''flndlng."  gom.  days
e`y  very  se®klng  e®eme  a  kind  of  "finding".  had,  of  coure®,   Lf"flndLn€"  mono  the  end  of  "8e®klng",  lt  l!?r®  totter  to  go  on  86®klng.

-==-----

Pml®® M®,  abye  Cod,  .nd  I  vlll  inov  that  you  love  M®.
Cu"®  H®,  my®  Cod,  and  I  till  inow  that  you  love  H®.
Prale®  M®  or  cure®  M®i
And  I  will  thaw  that  ron  lov® tl®.

Sing  out  My  g]reo®®|  core  Cod.
tol8®  your  flee  agrLnet  M®  and  r®vll®,  e4Lye  Cod.
Sing  out  gmc®B  or  r®vll ...,
R®vlllng  18  &l®o  a  kind  of  pel9®,  I?ye  God.

But  lf  you  8lt  f®nced  off  in  your apthy,  cayB  God,
If  you  Bit  ®ntronohed  in,   "I don't  glv®  aL  hang,"  cay®  Get,
If you  look eLt  the  etar8 and  yam.
If  you  8®®  8uff®rlng aLnd  don't  cry  out,
If  you  don't  pmle® and  you don't  r®vll®,
Then  I  crebted  you  Ln "1n,  e*ye  Cod.

Public  wor8hlp  ®xpreeeee  the  canetlty  v®  feel  ln  the  ecofal  tend.
A  congr®gaLtlon  at  worehlp  la  a  eocl.ty deefrorLng  lt.  devotion  to
that  which  v®  call  God,  aL  f.llowchlp of men  forged  ty  fulth  Ln  HLh.
Here  le  an  ®xperl®nce  that  can d®®p®n  the  .oainl  .plrlt  .nd
etrongthen  the  bond  of  eymprthy anon€  n®n.    If  ln  public  vorchlp
ve  realL2Ie  that  ny  pmyerB  are &lao  th.  peyere  of  the  bain  who  le
by  my  eld®,   lt  vlll  make  u.  more  ®ffeotlv®ly  &ver®  of  our  common
humanity and  lnphnt .  epLrlt  whloh  vlll  be  p»tent  for  eocLll  good.
They  who  wor8hlp God  together  trin€ Hit  into  th®1r mutual  r®hatLon..
If  public  vorchlp doeB  not  produce  thl8 reoulti  then  lt  le  t"t
prlvat®  worehlp  ln  ai  prbllc  pleL¢..     If..1t  do®e  tring  men  cloeer
to€®th®r  under  the  lnfluenc®  of Cod,  then  lt  le *  vey  to  the
givnctlflcatlon  of humn  &ocl®ty.

If  Cod  Ls  not,  then  the  ®xlBt®nc® .of  all  tlrat  18  ha,utlful  end
good,  le  trut  the  accld®ntal  by-product  of  blindly  evirllng .tome,
or  of  the  equally  unpurpoBeful  m®chanLBm8  of  pree®ntndey  phy$1ce.
A  man  may  b®11®v®  that  thle  dreadful  thing  le  true.     But  only  the
fool  tilll  coy  ln  his  h®&rt  that  h®  18  glad  thaLt  Lt  18  tr`i®.   For  to
wish...there  Should  b®  no  God  le  to  wl®h  that  the  thlng8  which  w®
love  and  etrlve  to  rcallB®  and  rtyk®  p®"n®nt,  ehould  to  only
t®mpomry  and  doomed  to  fruetmtlon and deetructlon.    ^th®LBn  lcade..
not  to  tBdn®ee  tnt  only to en  lncumblt  sodne.a end  lob.lln®ee.

t€t

frcx®S§IN::.ifeAI®:iefife*On**-s.
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h®r®  I  an  again
vlthout nuoh  to offer ty Nby of noml worth
I'v®  aL  rich  coll®ctlon  of d®foatB
"ybe that'e to your lLklng?
I  don't  ]mow,  do  you?
1f  I'n  to  b®  qult®  fhnk
your.  llkee  end  dl8llk®e  ha,v®  I)ever  been
all  tlrat  clchr to  m®
pr®eumbly  love  1s  eonethin8 you'ro  in fairor of
and  I'v®  found  lt  poe.1bl® to lov.
tut  never without  a  o®rt&in &nguleh
wh®th®r that'B  th.  ray you  int®rded  lt
or  that'? a  probl®n all ngr ore
I  can't  e&y,  can  you?
I've  n®v®r  rented  to  pin  oth®re
I'v®  n®v®r  rented to  p.in bye.lf
I  gu®eB  I  can  plead  good  Lnt.ntlone
but  I  n®edn't  tell you a,tout  good  1»t.tltlone
a,nd the  road to hell
I'v®  often  worderedl  din you  your.®1r  lnterd
when  you  got  lt  aLll  going
that  to  llv®  would  be  Bo  cobplLcoted                                            I
to  f led  a  my  in  the  World  eo h.taLrdoun?
did  you  have any  Idea &t .11
that  llvLng  Would  Lnvolv®  Such  oonf\ielon
and  Such  hcarttmeak?
I  can't  b®  euro any of thlB  vlll hen quob to you
I  can't  ®v®n  b®  eur®  that  you  ®xlet
&e  nose  thaLn  a  flgmeht  ®f by  onrn ayBt®rLoue  pryohe
lt'e a  rlek to  open up to you
who  tmove,  I my b®  handing n]r.elf a  te:nrlbl®  fool
tut  iirhat'.  not . rlek?  what'e gtlamnt.ed to be  foolproof?
eo  here  I .in &ga,in
peylng for  eqn®  nod®et  t]mveqr
eo  that  I  can  go  on  coying to  y6ui  h®r®
I  am  ®grln

Stanl®y  F.  Chy®t



3.

11.   Some  Themes  of  the  High

A.    THE  HIGH  HOLY  DAYS

Festivals --

ROSH HASHANAII

Some  Central  Themes
i.   Creation;

birth of the world.

2.   Day of Judgment;
day of self-judgment;
self-evaluation

3.    Forgiveness of Sin;

4.    Purification of life;

5.     Meaning of "New Year";
time and timelessness;
swift passage of time .

Some  Related  and/or  Secondary
Themes
1.    MALKUYYOTH --Divine Rule

God as King
Kingdom of God
Universalism

2.     ZICHRONOTH -Day of Remberance
God's remberance of Sarah;
birth of Isaac, God's rememberance
of Hannah;  bii-th of Samuel.

3.     SHOF`AROTH  -Shofar,  I`+{oral
awakening, Akedah:  faith, obed-
ience,  dedication,  etc.

4.     DaysofAwe.
5.    Renewal;  newness.
6.    Sweetness;  joyfulness.
7.    Whiteness;  purity.

YOM KIPPUR

Some  Central  Themes
i.   Sin;

guilt;
self-questioning;
confession .

2.   Repentance --returning;
atonement;
reconciliation ,  unity with
God;
making amends with one's
fellow;

3.   Vows and resolutions:
Kol Nidre;

4.   I.,.{ercy and forgiveness;
5.   Choice --''Life or death,

good or evil . "
6.   Yizkor--

de ath             immortality
loss                hope
gri ef             humility
eternity -     timelessness

Some  Related  and/or  Secondar
Themes
1.   Pasting;  hunger (of manifold

types) ;  self-affliction;

2.   Humility of man.
3.   Scapegoat -many associations

4.   Jonah -escapism;  universalism;
patriotism-nationafism;  sleeping
(many associations) ,  etc.  Israel's
mission;  avoiding the unpleasant
(I.13);  one last effort  (I.13);
vows  (2.10);  futility  (4.3);  others.
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ThsHUVA

The Three_.Things Mv Father Discovered

'nie great Jewish himorifi Sam LeveDsop in desmbing the Jewish Amedcan
expchence+ once wrote+ "My foqE were inBigrants and they fitl under the apell of the
cherfean legend that the streets of America were paved with gold.   When ny father
got here, though, he found out three things Fifty he sac that the streets were not
pqured with  gold.   The second thing be noticed was that the streets mere act epee
paved, and last but nut least he disccoered that he was the one who vvas expected to
do  the  paving."    There  are  three  preegivs that  the  Jew  zBust  underhand  before
beginning anything new .  .  . fir* the dream Of what ought to be; secondly the realfty
of how it is, and ]a* but not lea3b what "]st be done to make ffe more livable for
evrtyone.  Perhaps thai abee all chould be the Jewish watehond during this New
Yen.

- Rabbi Stephen Chain hirfueld
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Is it PQs_sible to hrferit Eternity in the Hour?

habbi JudzLh the prfuce was crying: " is pesifele to grin ctemal bliss in one hour.I   About

wham did Eabhi Judah say this?  About Rabbi Eiezer b. Dirfu  Eabhi E]iezer ms a infuL man all

his lfeL  One time a proedfute tchd hin ch]rig an irmml mmcat, "ezer b. Dudia, you wh never

be chle to repent Of your drsL.

Eicaer. qtrite upsdy went to the edge of the dy to the mot±ifeafE= qrfug "REghfty Mountains,

please ask God to forgive meL'  "Wky chould we help yqu REezer; we hzme enough of our own troubles

and alas,` repifed the mountainsL

Heanrens and Earth. . . R   - "W€ hare too may drsL . . A

"Sun and Moan . . "   - "We are tco bury+ . . -

"Stars and Planets. . . "   - "Who are yotigr

FHiezer thougfty " rmist an depend on rna  Nobody else can help set ny wrongs righL`

EEhaer sat dewp his head fan on his heeg, and bear givg and maflingL   A heavenly voice

cried orrty "Rabbi E]ieeer b. Dtrda is hereky gnded etanal fftr

Babhi Judah concl:nded his sttry ty saying "'s nut enougb that the penitents are forgiven and

granted eternal reward, but they are also gha the title E±ELbL"

But wtry was Rabbi Judah a7iDg?  He ched because he saw that it was posifele for a man to

achieme in one hour what richteous peaple take many peas to arfueve+ for the rigifeeous de not wurk

at i± with au their strength an thdr year&  Wky was EIfcaer caDed `EabbFT  Fran hin thfty an leaned

the power of one hour of true repentance.

And so it is with us.   It is never too lateL  EBch ®f us conthuafty faces the challenge of harfug

one act dedde the futue for USL   One mrmeat Could change our ffe for better or for worseL

- habhi Eie!±altl EL Y€Hin



REPENT. Bun DONrr WAIJ.OW IN RE~GRET

Fhad, dm't be a perfdirfu  PerfhiCiDim is a curse+ and a stpa£=L
For you tremble lest 7oti mi=a the bi]D'3iryieL   You ac perfect is you
let ba

ELcad, dm't be afroid Ofdristakf&  REstake3 are nat in&  IGstaha ac ap Qf dring
8onething difin| perhaps cpeafrody new.

ELcad, dm't be stry for you mistakei  Be proud Of them  Ylth hrh
the cotmge to give something Of yoursd£

- FLife PerfuL P±
in Fife ky Marfu Shepard
p. 210

RE__RE
He nd I ae un ffiendr,
For I hzme hfm hin many peq&
We hfme met ceem±l_eec tines

an the field to do b±±f=±±
Negp hfme I been able to
Eqpd his fro aamtry so great hii stpeqg¢h.
Ee sREfB with the hib that a man feels foqr a wet-
WIth vif±ounes that edy a fie Of pasgin can creafa
lt mild appar rty fee hm emry wea][: paint

and beau his a±±af± there
lf in rty ]ifefro I am -able to defeat bin

the victtry "ild m]e me who]a
Fqp this is the eDny that emrty moctal ]]:zrm
Few hzme try ded±
For ny entry lrmha within a faqEbegEL

I cB~ dreDdr
ife ha qEL in

- GhBrfu ±, in

EHHEfiuEEEE'E±*
Ebha a. ABH



'IEslnjvAH Vve n;OUST DESIRE ro SIN

when we eErfee what our sages has to say ca the sub.ect of dr we disc~ that in thdr
Qpirion the man who longs to in is wuthier and mne perfect than the man who has no desire to in
and stffRE no pain when he rq).eats in  They era mat so far as to say that the wcothier a ]man is
and the mme perfeEL the grca±er un  be his  dede to in and his  pain in rqject±]Bg sin   h this
caBBeedca they say. that the grca±er the maul the mne pcoerful i3 his inpr]se to erfu   Not codhat
with this they say that the remrd af the man who e=edsed selficontrol is in propartica to the amout
of pain the effan at self-confrol calseg bin   As they arty: 'Acconding to the aqaeng± of pain inveived
in dchg good so is the remrd'  Even mue than this, they pagivdy commanded a ]ppan to have the
dede to sin and they mmed hin never. to say that he would nat comzBft this sin. beK± of the hRE
of his native Gwen if the Torah had not forhidden rfu  I refer here to the pe[sage: "hab]:in Sineon ben

Gamalid  said: A man shotrd nco say: It is inpaedle  for me to eat milk and dnd together, it is
inpesrfule for me to wcar gamen±s of mi=ed ]rids, it is inposrfule for me to haryie a fdrhidden 9Erd
irirm  But he should say= It is qtrfee pesifele for me, but what can I dr if qny Fa±hff in Heaven has
coEErrT_an_dedmencttodoitor

-- ifegrdes

®



ThslluvA: FmsT OR IAslt

Once, vtre are told, a traveller making his way through a diffifRilt and perdous countryride came
to the bank of a river tco deep to be forded.  Eettm he could ngiv nor remain where he was.   How,
theqL was he to come to the other side?  'Then he bethought hinself of the purse which danded from
his Srdle+ coe±afa±±g in the fan of gold pieces aD his wnddy wcal±h.   h the eHemfty of his need
he begun to toss the coins one ty one into the river, hoping so to raise a pathway for hinself over its
bed.

h vain!   The bag emptied; the ri`rer stin could not be crossed.

Finally one gold piece re"ined.   Holding this in his hand, the traveller cast about for some
other dedceL   Iioohig here and than he espied a feny boat far deun the river whieh in his frenay
he her fifled to notice earfer.  Regretting that he had mated his treasure to no purpose, yet fortimate
in that one coin was left to bin for passage money, he hastcaed to the boat give the gold piece to the
ferryman and crossed to the other side, so saving his ffe and going an his wayi

Baky inn Paktrda (the anrihor Of this parable) was trying to ay that penitence ought to be
man's first expendinlre, but that it proves too often his last - the sale remam±!ining deviee araj]able to
bin when all else has beca apenL  .  .  For the wise and the prudent it is the frst coin in the purse -
that disbtmement Of the apife which makes possible the negptiatiz]g Of ffe's most dreadful pesgagegi -
wich enables us to go on our way safe and rdching.

But for the foolish,  the insenife  the reckless, the imdiseeming  it is the last cain in the
ptre the ape dich - when evny reset- has been exhai]sted, when we are left with only our need
and, deapemation - prrdases a scare casing to frcah pcarfuELe3 and hopes.

- Rabbi Effion Steinbeng

`J Hm p±}RmcAHON OF My sour
-` T                   a.+.rb.t±=:±:     -                                             -±==+ar

As a plaut iqu the earth, so a man rests ixpon the bosom Of God; he is nourished ty.
® ...,. r `._ ,i!EfeEiegifemfaf±±. ,and,dare.tat his needinexha=rfule pamer.  "tho can set bounds

to the pesrfuflities Of man?   Once inhale the upper air. being adr±tted to beheld the
._~  abel:±z±s .aatr]re ~Qfjustiee and. froth, and ve.learn ±ha± EBzm,has-`aeeesa to the entire

mind of the Creator, is hinself the cpea±ar in the fin±fa  'H=is view; which adrnishes
~.  .~ .`,givpng vy.has the= souree§,>of qrisdeqRbeandrpe'vRE fie+ and pdr±s±aLrdaieas to "the gciden     ,.,-

kfty which  opens the palace Of etemfty,` crfues izpon -its face the highest cert±fiate Of
F!±±k.+.bcal]se _it arirmatesa zEe t?.qEgrte ng_. oun..ngwiuld ±haoughiha prrifica±ion of ny     .*a-`
soul

i Rri -win infraeon -~-
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i C.apL€   IS.R.AC.L
DATE:      October   18,   1989

TO:          Confirmation  students

FfioM:    Rabbi  Aryeh  Azriel

SUBJECT:   Confirmation  Assignment

The  next  Confirmation  class. will  be  held:

Monday,  October  23

6:30  p.in.

Temple  Israel

Your  assignment  for  this  class  will  be  to  read  "Marriage  and  the  Family",
chapter  25,  page  212  in  your  book.    Also,  please  read  the  enclosed  material,
"Marriage  in  Jewish  Life  and  Tradition".    Please  bring  this  with  you  to
class®

Thanks,  see  you  Monday,  October  23!
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October  16,  1990

Dear Parents:

The following is general information 1-egarding the trip
to New York:

1)         Everyone will meet at Eppley Airport at 5:30 a.in.
on  Thursday,   October  25th.     We  will  be   departing
Omaha at 6:20 a.in. on Midway, Flight #156.

2)         We will be returning to omaha on sunday, October 28th,
departing LaGuardia Airport at 7:00 p.in. on Midway,
Flight #395.   We will arrive in Omaha at  10:40 p.in.

3)          Our hotel accommodations will be at omn]. Park central,
Seventh Avenue at West 56th Street, New York, New
York.   Our telephone number will be (212)  757-3374.

4)         Each participant may bring one large piece of luggage
to be checked through and one small "carry-on" bag if
it fits under a plane seat.

Nice clothing (dress or skirt for the girls, jacket
and tie for boys) must be worn Friday night and Saturday
morning for services.   It is suggested that students
mrty wish to wear nice clothing when we attend
Broadway show as well.

Casual Clothing (nice pants, shirts and sweaters for
boys and similar clothing for girls including so'cks or
stockings) can be worri on Thursday during the day,
Saturday evening and Suflday and for travel on the
airplane.   Sloppy clothing may be worn in the hdtel
only.   Participants should bring comfortable walking
shoes.
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The weather is often cold and rainy in New York during
this time of year.   Participants should bring warm
clothing, especially sweaters and lined jackets,
raincoats, headcovering, umbrella, etc.

5)         Parents who plan not to be in omaha while we are in
New York are asked to give the Rabbi Azriel an address
and phone number where they might be reached.

6)         The hotel room telephone may be used for two purposes
Only:

a)         to leave wake-up calls
b)         to call the room of a chaperon

Any other phone calls made from the room will be
charged to the student.   Parents who wish to phone
their children can call any time during the day
and leave a message.   The participant will return
the call in the late afternoon or evening.

7)          One purpose of the trip is for the participants to
become better acquainted with all their classmates.
It is important, therefore, that they take advantage
of this opportunity to become friends with all the
members of the class.

8)         When participants go to their rooms at curfew, they
are not permitted to leave the room.   Part].cipants
may never leave the hotel without an adult chaperon.

9)         Proper behavior in the hotel and throughout our stay
in New York must be stressed.   We will be in a strange
city and the participants must not socialize with
strangers.   All illegal activities, including the use
of alcohol and drugs, are strictly prohibited.

All of these rules are created out of regard for health and safety
and a desire to learn and witness manifestations of Judaism not
possible in Omaha.   Students who violate the ru]es will be sent
home immediately, and any additional expense w].ll be bi]1ed to
the student's pal-ents.
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The  cost  for  this  trip  is  $100.00  for  each  participant.    Please
make the $100.00 check payable to Temple  Israel and  submit
by Thursday, November  15,  1990.   The additional  money was
acquired   through   a   generous   grant   from   the   Livingston
Foundation.   Each participant will need to bring extra money
along for breakfasts, lunches and spending money.

I am also enclosing an itinerary which details each day's sight-
seeing activities.

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  in  planning  for  this  exciti.ng
trip.   I look forward to seeing your child next week.

Shalom,

Aryeh Azriel
Rabbi

ri
Enclosure



rfe_erha±iera%
7023  Cass  street              Omaha,  Nebraska  68132              Phone   (402)   556~6536

October 16,  1990

Dear Parents:

The following is general information regarding the  trip
to New York:

1)         Everyone will meet at Eppley Airport at 5:30 a.in.
on  Thursday,   October   25th.     We  will  be   departing
Omaha at 6:20 a.in. on Midway, Flight #156.

2)         We will be returning to omaha on sunday, October 28th,
departing LaGuardia Airport at 7:00 p.in. on Midway,
Flight #395.   We will arrive in Omaha at  10:40 p.in.

3)          Our hotel accommodations will be at omn]. Park central,
Seventh Avenue at West 56th Street, New York,  New
York.   Our telephone number will be  (212)  757-3374.

4)         Each participant may bring one large piece of luggage
to be checked through and one small "carry-on" bag if
it fits under a plane seat.

Nice clothing (dress or skirt for the girls, jacket
and tie for boys) must be worn Friday night and Saturday
morning for services.   It is suggested that students
may wish to wear nice clothing when we attend
Broadway show as well.

Casual clothing (nice pants, shirts and sweaters for
boys and similar clothing for girls including socks  or
stockings) can be worn on Thursday during the day,
Saturday evening and Sunday and for travel on the
airplane.   Sloppy clothing may be worn in the hotel
only.   Participants should bring comfortable walking
shoes.

Aryeh Azriel, Rabbi - Sidney H.  Brooks, Rabbi Emeritus

Karen L. Webber,  Cantor - Ann Kibel Schwartz,  Director of Education - Dorothy R.  Spizman, Temple Administrator
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ThLiradav,   October  2§_

We'll depat from  Omaha at 6:20 AM this momlnq, flying  nan-stop to New
York'§ LaGuardla Alrpon.  We arrive there at 11 :25 AM, and then travel by vans to our
hotel, the Omnl  Park C.ntral, at 56th street and 7th Ave. Upon arrival, we'll have a
chance to  drop  our bags,  and then,  after maatlng our guide ln  New York,  Babbinlc
Student Aaron -Panken.   we'll head downtown to famous Greenwich village,

Wchlrraton Arch

Greenwich village, extending west of Broadway from  14th Street southward
to about §prlnq St. i§ rich in hlgtory. Its quaint old houses have sheltered many famous
artlsts and writers. The main streets are llned with a fasclhatlng array of llttlo craft and
curlo  shops,  restaurants,  art gallerles,  coffee shops, and .C#.Broadway"   theatres.
Among Its most famous landmarks ls Washington Arch in Washington Square Park at
the foot of Fifth Ave, deslgned by Stanford Whft8 in 1893. W€'ll have a chance to eat
lunch and see the home of NYu, the New York unlv®rBlty.
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After  lunch,  we'Il  go  to  the  Brookdale  Center  for  a  tour of the  New York
campus  of the  H®br®w  unlon  Colleg®|ewlsh  lngtltute  of  Rellglon.  Thls  ls  the
oldest instltutton of Jewish higher education ln the Western Hemisphere. The college
has a Eabblnlc School. §€hool of Educatlon, and a School of Sacred music, offerlng
degree  programs  leading  to  careers  as  Rabbis,  Cantors,  communal  workers,
educators. and acholare.

The  new  building,  located  ln  Greenwich  Vlllage,  includes claseroam§,  an
auditorium/chapel,  conference  Center,  edmlnl§tratlve  and  faculty  offices,  llbrary,
student-faculty lounge, and rehearsal halls for ¢antorlal students. The college has an
impre§eive library, with autographed manu§cript§ af ltallan and Geman Rabbis from
the  lath century to the present,  t6lh century edftlans of Hebralca,  one of   the best
modern Hebrew literature collectlons, and a fine collection of perlodlcals from Europe
and Israel.

Following  our  vlslt  to  HUG-JIB,  we'II  have  a  chance  for  some  informal
meetlng§  with students who are gtudylnq there, to loam a blt more about thell studle3,
and the other opportunities that the College-Institute offers. Then, we'll leave HUG+lR
and travel uptown to Temple Emanu-EI, the largest synagogu® in the world.

Over  5000 famllies  belong  to Temple  Emanu-EI,  and the maln  sanctuary
seats  ov;I  2500  people  ln  Its  vast  hall.  In  PlaH  the  Temple  follows  th9  baslllca
common ln  Italy. The exterlor walls are made of variegated limestone. The dominant
feature of the exterlor is the great re¢9esed arch off Ftth Aye., enclosing a rose window
wlth Its supporting lancets and the three entrance doors. On the exterior. the motlfs of
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TheeymbolaoftheTwelvetrib®soflsraelappearonthefroutoftheTempl&

BlbllcalverseslnH®brewcharactersappearonthefrontoftheBeth-E!chapel,which
connects with the  main temple  on  the  north. The chapel  ls  a two-domed  structure
remlnlacentoftheByzantinechurohesOftheNearEast.

Just outside the Temple, a `Garden of Ffeedomp was dedlcated during the

Amertoan BlcentBnnial ln  1976. A Varmout marble bench, surrounded by plants,  has
thefo«owlnglnserlptlon:.rmsgardEnI.sdedybeed{othepcody®OftheundedS{afe8\:1;-;#;;.indrdrasoy=ensofraliotousfndom-1778-1978..

After  a Short  walk through  the  Park to  our  hotel,  we'll  here  a  chance  to

chanqeandre3t.Latelthl§evening,we'llgototheworldfamou§Camegl.Dell.for
tremendousNewYorkde«sandwi€he§.Thenwe'llheaddowntowntotheClrclelnthe
Square Theatre, to see the Off-Brcedwey Show called "The Rothschlld's."

Afterourshow,we'Ilretumtoourhotel,foragoodn!ght'Sre§tl
rl

E1
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•® Efld_!¥__I.I__Qc.lobe.I____an

Today, we'll wake up early, and take the train downtown to Battery Park,
the  §outhemmost polnt  ln Manhattan. There,  we`ll catch the ferry for the Statue of
Llb®rty. We`lI Spend the whole momlng climbing the Statue of uberty, given as a gift
ln  1886, to commemorate our alllance with the people of France during the American
Revolution.

Aft,er  the  §tatu§,..w.!ll.take -!be.'t4i€.i¥ : fafry.. :a:E113..:'s!®nd:.-Thb]aiand;.jilat.
opened   to the publlc in September, houses a museum which chronicles the course of
lmm]gratlon  to  Amerlca from  1892 to  1954.  Many of our parents and  grandparents
entered this country through the gates on EIIis I§Iand, whlch became a eymbolic sight
Of welcome to weary travelers after a frightening sea journey.

We'll return to Battery Park ln the early afternoon, and after a walk through the
Wall  Str®®t area, we'll vislt the World Trade C8nt®r,  site of   the two Second tallest
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buildings ln the world. After the amazing view from the observatory on the 110th floor,
we'll  descend  to  the street,  and  spend  the  rest of the  afternoon  !n smaller groups,
visiting places weld like to see ln New York. Options for this tlm6 iric.Iuds the New.York..

Stock Exchange, the South  Street Seaport,  museums,  shopping,  and anythlng else
we can think oil

We'II arrive back at our hotel in time for §habbat dinner and Services with other
Conflrmands from the Baltimore Hebrew Congregation,   After our New York Shalbbat
experience,  we'll spend some t!m® walking around New York's beautiful Upper West
Side,  home  of  many  cafes  and  stores.  We'll  also  pass  by  uncoln  C8nt®f,  New
York's professional art center, home of the New York Phllharmonlc Orchestra, the New
York City Ballet, and the Matropolltan Opera, as well as the gorgeous fountalns whlch
look amazing  at nlght. After .this !afigj . wet?deffBL dayrwe'ut+stilffl.t¢ the..ha{g!.=apd..get..
some rest for 5habba[.

®

Shlbblt.  October  27
After  a  latei§h  wakeup,  we'Il  head  over  to  §hearlth  Israel,  the  Spanlgh.

Portugeae  synagoque,  one  ot  New  York's  oldest  congregatlon§.  For  more  than
three centurles, -.Congregation Shcarfeh. J§raeL has be+I.Hautlflad..WEL.theL.hig!ory..ot...
New York. The Greek Bevlval style bi±i!ding.ma€fectedin.1897..

In the north entrance hall, theie are two massive milhiones. They date back to a
mill  erected  in  the  latter part  of the  17th  Century  above whlch the  Dutch  Church  of
Manhattan held its sendce§ from 1623-16ae,

Three of the Tofah scrolls ln the Ark came from the Sephardic Congregation ln
the Hague and were rescued from the Nazis. The beaten brass laiiip that ls kindled
during Chanukah was made in Holland and may well be over 300 years old. The Nor
Tamld ln frQiit of the ark has been in continuous use since 1818.

In  addltlon  to  the  maln  aynaqogue, there  is  a  ¢olonlal  Chapel  known  as the

Little Synagogue.  It ls a composite Of the synagogues occupied by Shearlth Israel for
more than  three  centuries  under thrco flags:  a decade  under the  Dutch,  a century
under the British, and , since 1783, under the United States.
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After  lunch.  we will tour the  United  Nations.   Probably very few visitors to  the

United Nations connect the lntematlonal peace organization with Jewish contrlbutions
to  world  clvillzatlon,  but  lns€rlbed  on  the  wall  of the  UN  stalrway  (at 4€rd  and  let
avenue) across the street from the Complex are the words of the prophet Isaiah: Wnafro#
8ha!l nat lift up S:rord against nation, netthe; shall they srfudy waf no more."

lsalah's vision of a war-free world has become so universal that the same Idea
is expressed on the base Of a statue the Soviet Unlon donated to the United Natlons.

r`

The  Statue,  an  impressive  nine-foot  sculpture  of  a  man  beatlng  a  oword  into  a

plowshare,  stands on a broad granite base  in the rose garden north of the General
Assembly  Buildlng. The work of F}u§§lan sculptor Engenly Vuchetlch, the Statue ran
the .Grand  Prix"  diploma  at the  Brus§el§ World  Ewhibftlon  ln  1958.  On the  base are
lnserlbed the words `we 8baly beef our Swords i.rfe givow3haros,I   another part of the
same verse from lsalch.

Drawing the attention of thousands of people visiting the UN is the gift of Israel
to  the  United  Nations - 4,000  square  feet ot 8ton® alabs from  the  Kaatel  Hllla  near

Jerusalem.  The  stones  are  ln  a  special  garden  patio  within  the  open  area  that
connects  the  UN's  three  ma|or  structures:  the  39-story  §ecretarlat  Building,  the
Ctonference Buildlnq, and the General Assembly.

After our v{sit to the United natlons, we'll walk over to Fifth Avenue. where w8'l!

have  a  chance  to  see  Hock®t®lI®r  C®ntor,  with  its  tall  bulldlngs,  Ice  skatlng  rink.
Fladio  City Music Hall, and the h®adquarter3 of NBC Broadcastlng. We'll also stop by
Plfth Avenue, where we'll have a chance to see some ot the more famous stares and
•do some quick window shopplng.

As  the  afternoon  ends.  we'll  head  downtown  to  Chlnatown,  for  a  Chinese
Banguet at the Mandarin  Inn  Poll - where we'll sample Chinese food at ts Amorlcan



®



•      :t::;I, :nhdetnh:in:Set:renntdos;::::tee:To: Lr:;dtir:;'nancdh!::to°oTL§::i': :eaik. thr°ug"!tt`®

Afterbreakiastonourownintheareaofthehotel,weMtakethetraindowntown

to the Lower East Slde.  In thl§ area once lived the largest J®wich community ln the
world.  Mare  than  1,582,OcO Jews .  most of them  from  Ea§tem Europe -  rushed  to
America's shores between  1881  and  1910, and the vast majority Settled here on the
Lower East side.

Life for the lmmlgrant§ was hard. They I.ived ln tenement houses and eked out  a

lMng  mostly  as  peddlers  or  in  the  expanding  clothing  trades.  In  addition  to  the
settlementhou§es,whichwerecreatedtohelptheimmigrantsad!ugttotheAmeriGan
environment,thenewcomersarganizedthelrownso¢letle§tomectthellvarledneed§,
andgavethelroverwhelmingsupporttoVlddlshpressandYiddishtheatre.

A  MacyJs,  Gimbel'§,  or  Abraham  and  Straus'  merchandlsing  empire  did  not

happenovernightlFromthepeddler'spackandthepu§hcartOfthestreettothehole-
in-the-wa«  store,  many  immigrants,  without trades,  found this to  be their  humble;a
beqlnnlng.  In the late 1880'§, the  Lower East Side became the center Of the "push-
cart# trade.

Mostoftheseearlybeginningsarenowmemories.True,§omeOftheinstitutions-              I        L  _JL  !JL  --..- JJ  ,-I-11,\,+I,Ill ,--,,,   __--. _         -

bu§ine§satthe§ameoldstand§,butbu§ine§si§notwhatitu§edtobe._   _-    ,    "      -                                 _    _   _   _   ---- LLl.LL

a Yiddish newspaper whlch
newcomers,  a§  well  as the

are still doing
Nevertheless, you can Still see the---- _  ,

played  an  important  part  in  the  Amerlcanlzation  of the  newcomers,  as  wgH  a5  ill.
Educational  Alllance  Community  Center.  You  can  still  see  plenty  of  Hebrew  and
Ylddi9h  signs  and  wander through  many  store that"speciallze  in Jewish  books and
ceremonlal  ob|ects,  llke  the  Hebrew  Publishing  Company,   and  the  Zion  Tallis
Manufacturing Company,

This  afternoo„  if  time  allows,  we'«  visit  the  Jewish  RAuseum  across  from

Central  Park,  where there  are  exhibits  on  au  aspects of Jewish  life  ln the  modern
world.Twoofthecurrentexhibitlonsareofinterest,onewhichdepictspicturesofthe
WaraawghettodurlngWorldWarll.whlchisonloanfromYadVashem,theHolocaust
MuseuminJerusalem:theotherisanewhibitwhichfocusesontheJewi§hhome,and
its development ln the end of the 19th century,
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F!nally, we'Il  return to the hotel, collect our belongings, say goodbye to Aaron,
and  travel  ln  vans  to  the  airport  for our return  trip  home. We'II  leave  New  York's
LaGuardla Airport at 7:00 PM, arrMng ln Omaha at 10:40 PM.

FTth@mk§    ff©F    ©©rmflmg    fl©    RE©w    V©ffk§
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RABBI AZRIEL'S ITINERARY
CONFIRMATION TRIP TO NEW YORK

OCTOBER 25 - 28, 1990

Rabbi and the Confirmation group will be leaving Omaha on Thursday moming at 6:20 a.in.
They will be returning to Omaha on Sunday evening, October 28th at 7:00 p.in.   They w].1l
be departing from LaGuardia airport in New York.  Sarah Juster will be accompanying the
group.

They wjl] be staying at the Omni Park Central, Seventh Avenue at West 56th Street, New
York.   Their telephone number is  (212) 484-3300.

On Saturday afternoon, October 26th, Rabbi will be leaving New York for Chicago to attend
a wedding.   He  can be reached at his in-law's home (the Azriel's)  (708)  640-1274.   Sarah
Juster and Aaron Penkin will be staying with the group on Saturday evening.

Rabbi will be returning to Omaha on Sunday evening (10:35 p.in.).

Students  going on New York Trip:

1)          Joel Boehm
Home #:  397-9173

3)         Dana Erman
Home #: 333-0569

5)         Sarah Kohll
Home #:  391-5603

7)          L].ndsey weinberg-Taxman
Home  #:  397-5816

9)          Brent zacharia
Home  #:  333-0739

Sarah Juster
Home #:  496-4604

2)   Daniel Epstein
Phone:   333-4617

4)   Clara Fishel
Home #:   392-0226

6)   Mitchell Sherman
Home #:   496-3523

8)   Charles Yale
Home #:  333-3366

10) Marty Finkel
Home #: 333-5888
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Temple Isi-ael
Omaha, Nebraska

DATE:
TO:
FROM:
RE:

October  15,1990
Confirmation Students
Rabbi Aryeh Azriel
Confirmation Class

The next Confirmation class will be held:

Monday, October 22

6:30 p.in.

Temple Israel

I looking forward to seeing you on
Monday, October 22!



Temple Israel
Omaha, Nebraska

DATE:
TO:
FROM:
RE:

October 3,  1990
Confirmation Students
Rabbi Aryeh Azriel
Confirmation Assignment

The next Confirmation class will be held:

Monday, October 8

6:30 p.in.

Temple Israel

Your assignment for this class will be to write a
two  (2)  page  paper  about  your  own  personal
theology on God.

Thanks, see you Monday, October 8!
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