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Invitsd by virtue ormy ciass .. vomp. Rel.
Will pose now questil ms rather than answer
Tn #x% class I learned: varilety of
rzligions, emotional response to th
contradictory slements in same rel.

Some, I hope, went away with appreciation
for these facts.

But many: confused, some: resented the
complexity in religion which we are wlllin
to accept in other fiélds but not in
rsligicn.

The dogmatic , absolutism, creedal certain
and authoritarianism of traditional relig:
leads inevitably to a view of religion
that admits of no diversity.

Two forms:1 a religion which flatly states
it has a1l the answzsrs and 1s
the one true universal church

2. The kind of liberalism which
vegs the quection by saying:
after all,all religions are
basically the same, all have
similar ethics or "we're all
going to the same place.”

Tonite I want to convince you , if I can,
that this isn't so; nothing further from
the truth. Word "rsligion” deséribes an
infinite varisty of formal and informal
philoso hies and idezs; 1t is uced and mis-
used to mean many different and contra-
dictory views of 1life, 1its purposes and
goals.,
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Let me Jjust give you some suggestlon
“of what I mean In varlous catégories of
meaning attached to ths word "religion".

First® 14 us talk about ACADE!IIC meanings

No end to academic definitions of rel.
Most commonly: identified with delty
or deities outside powers
True of most religions of which we think.
Nzar Basterm or "revealed".

Still: term "rel" has been apnlied to
Taoism, Jainism, Buddhism,
Positivism, Humanism, Tthical Cultur
in which deity 1is denled orignored.

Sometimes: even to Communism.

Zven if we admit rsl ref:rs only to thelsti
forms: variety of beliefs about deity.

Range from capricious and humanly vulnerabl
gods of mythology to the God of Jjustice of
Amos or the God of love of Hosea or the
God of the universe of II Isalah.

God for the Hindu is a great world spir‘t
abstract and beyond personal relationships.
For the Xtian. God became MAN exhibiting a
concern for personal redenpticn quite
unequalled elsewhere,

God 1s talked about in some rsliglons as
"totally other" . In some: like our Bible
frequsntly anthropomorphised. Oppostie
to these a Maimonides deemed 1t heretical
to say anbhing snecific about God at all.

Begides God-concept other div:orsities:

Catholocism & Orthodox Juda’sm --rituallc
Quakers: almest devoid of ritual
Catholocism & Anglican : hsirarchy
Judaism: no heirarchy



i,
eligions of mimbamy celebacy & ‘ertility
much folklore # nd some with n
gone: smphasise joy: others sadness

Some zmphasize faihh‘healing. Others:
devotzd to scinetific medical research.

-

In some ways: r:ligion fostered knowledge
In o hers : hampsred knowledge.

And this: Religion for centuries antagonized
science. Religicn fostered a rt
But the:e 1is no conflict bztween
science and art!

Yany examples of religion expressed thru
lz#ge public gatherings. But some rsligion
prefers seclusion.

There is inwarness and extroversion. And what
i{s ths common denominator betweon the mystic
in any of a dozen religions ani the modern
cleric w-o out of raligious conviction
mediates a steel strike?

Somz rz2ligions like most Chrisian sects
have well #efined crezsds. Others like Judailsn
or many eatern religions have none.

Tven the ethical codes displays marvelous
varisty: Dancing, card plaving, intoxicants,
riding in automobilss and the wearing of

but tons have besn prohlbited by many rel's.

Some chazplon celebacy and others condemned 1
Some preach a bsolute oppostion to war and
gome rel’'gions have sanctifled war.

Most resligions bpslieve that ths distinctlon
between right and wrong are absolute.

But thé prophst Iaaih and the Seraon oun the
Mount glipse =thical re3ativity.
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Both mutualism and rivalism find their
eXponents in r=ligions.

Where prel. talks Bm@mX about bsnevolance,
patisnce, forgiveness, love, non- P9t37iat10“
reverence for human perscnality: mutualism.
But rzl. also: punishment, excommunication,
dammation, regimentation : pivalistic.

Both the American Friends Service Comnitte=
and ths Spanish Inquistion fall within the
arzsa of religious expression.

Re'iglous representatives havs ostracized,
harassed and tortured. They have also
sacrificed for peace, relisvedthe Ais tressed,
confeorted and encouraged.

lhis recital boqu be lengthened quite a bit.
But as I talk I'm sure ﬂany of 70u are reacti
wilth value judgemsnts of your own. You rejec
and accept the altﬁrna ives in preligion as I
talk a‘:outthem. Iis leads me to the

second categoary of meanings in the term
religion. 1.e.

theE.{OTIONAL.

A common principles; many t-ings we
can accept ‘ntellactually but not emotlonally
Same true of religion. %We will react to the
word largely in terms of our emtional
experience: For some "Teligion" means
suffering and abuse and obsuractism. For
Xothers : comfort, enlightenment, the highest

and best hon:g oP men.

Zven within a single faith: smbtional

respones can color the word r 1lgiiosn with
vastly different shades of msaning.

Hof e Hikopg Aot o st A
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I.am often eriticied for falling to visit
in<a hos -ital. But I've also been turned back

from a hospital room for fear of disturding ¢t
patient.

Many things wich have notning to do with the
acadamic d=finition of r=l gion have been
"neligionized" only beacuss emotlonal prefere
has bsen so strong: use ofthe organ in a
Yewish Reform Temple , vacificism, cradle
roll and memorial orayers. Indeed every
practice adopted by someone , sometime.

Opposite also true. H“dany things because of
emotional prefzrence , feslings and convictic
talkten away from religion which wers once
iomanin of religions: medicine,

education

arts

polgymay

Some mav object to my use of ths word
emotional. Let's say then that what is
"{mportant” to the vid becocmes religionized.

So today in any rsligion , yours or mine,
w2 choose emphases that help us dramtilze and
express what wethink is important.

Ritual vs. ethical actiom.

T 1s world vs. the next.

comfort now vs. salvation later.
Tnstittuions vs. private =thical code.

This brings me to another category., minor
to be surs, but a particluar class of
meanings associated currently with rel.

POLITTCAL meaniazs:

Esst -west conflict. Com unism atheistic.
EXGO: demoerary: RILIGIOUS.
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"Even at cost of compromising our ssparation
of crhurch and stade we seek the lanel
3ligion”.

Pledge to flag "under God".

On bills and coins: "In God we Trutst"

T,1lk abzut r2l®gion inpolitical spe=ches.

Increased affiliation for reasons of
identify , not inherent value and
conviction.

Mp. K, recently said that there was: much

in X with which he would agree but if someon
smites him on the cheek he would not turm th
other but would knock his head off.

Many would agree. 3ut ¥r. X said it and ergo
we resent 1t. Just as religion is not

one category neither is X or any other rel.
Zlements we chose in 2ach.

?inallymjfi?ctical meaningfof religion.
—¢ w0 A mu«..;
uan religion sa ve us?® Ah“WO?MQW“&f“A¢W¢m4..
What in rel?>™ Obsurantisam, su-eriopity, %
mysticism, rejection of scisnce. NO.
Human worth, social justice,” equality,
peace, values of our possessions yes. i

tbove all: the kind of psligion thatwdd® 7‘::(
asks proper guestions rather that
offering filinal and absolute answers.

—



