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Inv.it3d  by  vlrtu.e   orny   clEti3ia   iu  Jomp.   Eel.
Will  pose  no',.i  questl-`ns  rather   than  a.nswer
In  ±x±  class  I  learned:  variety  of

rt`:llgions,   emotional  response   to  th
contradictory  elements  in  same  rel.

Some,   I  hope,   went  at\fay  with  appreciation
for     these  facts.

But  many:   confused,   some:   resented  the
complexity   in  religion  which  we  are  wlllln
to  accept  in  other'  f§&1ds  but  not   in
rellglon.
The  dogmatic   ,  absolutism,   creedal  cer'tain
and  author'1tar.ianism  of  traditional  relig€:
leads  inevitably   to  a  view  of  reli.gion
that  admits  of  no  diver-slty.

two  forms:1  a.  fell_glon  "hlch  flatly   states
it  has  all  the  answ=rs  and  is
the  one  true  universal  church

2.  The  kind  of  liberalism  which•oegs   the  quef tlon  by   saying:
after  all,all  religions  are
basically  the  same,  all  have
slmllar  ethics  of  "',ie're  all
going  to  the  same  place."

Tonite  I  want   to  convince  you  ,   if  I  can,
that   tt}1s  isn't  so;  nothing  further  from
the  truth.      Word  "religion"  des6rlbes  an
lnflnlte  var'1ety   of  for'mal  and  lnfor'mal
phllo§o  hle8  and  ideas;   lt  la  used  and  ml§-
used  to  mean  many  different  and  contra-
dlotory  vlew8  of  life,   its  purposes  a.nd
goals .
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Let   me   just  giye  you  some  suggestion-of  t.jhat   I  mean  lair  variou.a  categories  of
m@animg  attached  to   t'.r.i.e  word  "rleliglon".

First.1&   us   talk  about  ACADE:[IC   meanings

ftro  end   to  academic  definitions  of  r-el.
£g{ost   com..qonly:   identified  fuiith  deity

or  deities  outside  pol^Jeris
True  of  most   religions  of  t.ihich  1.je   think.
Near.  Eastertn  or   "reveal_ed".

Still:   ter'm  "rel"  has  been  aDD13ed  to
Taoism,   Ja.inism,   Buddaism,
Positivism,   Humanism,   Ethical  Cultur.
in  which  deity   ls  denied  orignored.
Sometimes:   even   to  Comm.unlsm.

Even  lf  we  admit  rel  rief.L>rs  only   to  thelstl
forms:  variety  of  beliefs  about  deity.
Range  from  ca.pricious  and  humanly  vulner-abl
gods  of  mythology   to  the  God  of  justice  of
Amos     or   the  God  of  love  of  Hosea  or  the
God  of  the  universe  of  11  Isaiah.
God  for  the  Hindu  is  a  grea.t  world  splr'£ t
aLbstract   and  beyond  pet.-sonal  relation£`hips.
For   the  3£tian.  God  beca-me  }JIAN  exhibiting  a
cf3ncern   for'   personal  rede-Tiptii=:n  quite
unequalled  elsewhere.

God  ls   talked  about   ln   so'uTi.e   rfl±gions  a_a"totally   other"   .  In  some:   like  our  Bible
frequently  antti.ropomortphl8ed.     Oppostle
to   t'nese  a  ?'.faimonldes  deemed  it  heretical
to   sa?  anbhing  a?3eciflc  about   a-od  a.t  a-11.

3esi.des  God-cor}cept  other  div=rsities:
Catholocism  &  Ortti.odox  Judai sin  --rituali€
3.ua'£{ers:   almc]st   devoid  of  ritLial
Catholoclsm  &  Anrslican   :   h3ira.r'C`ny
Judaism:   no  b.eira-rchy
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±ellglo.is  of  E±EEaK¥  celebacy  a  fertllltyi-                                 much  folklore  a  nd   Some  Tivt.th  a

`        so:ne:   emphasi8e   joy:   other's   sadness
Some  3mchasize  faith  healing.  Others:

RE

devoted  to  scinet-1flc  medical  r]eseartch.

In   so:Tie  ways:   r:i.1igion  fost.ered  knowledge
In  o  hers   :   hamper-ed  `!cnovjledge.

hnd  this:  aaliglon  for'  centuries  antagonized
science.    Reli_glen  foster'ed  a  r't
But   the'.e   is  no  conflict  b-='tween
science  a.nd  aLrt:

;-``#iany   examples  of  r'eligion  e3cpressed  thru
lgEge  public  gatherings.  Bt=t   some  religion
prefers  seclusion.

Ther'e  is   inwarness  and  extroversion.  And  T..Jb.at
ls   the   cornrnon  denomlnatof  betwe:3n   the  mys_tlo
ln  any  of  a  dozen  rellglo-is  ani.  the  modern
cler!ic  ',q.i-o  out   of  r'3li.gious  conviction
ELediates  a  steel  strikes

SoFie   r.3ligioris  Like    most  Chrlsian   Sects
h.ave  Well.  Gefined  creeds.  Others  like  Judaism
or   -r!an}7   ea-tern   religions  tTiave  none.

Even  the  ethica.1  codes  displays  marvelous
variety:      D.8ncing,   card  pl_a:.TJing,   intoxicants,
riding   in  aL:tomobil3s  ancl  the  wearing  af
buttons  have  been  prohibited  by  many  rel's.

Some  cha=plon  celebacy  and  others  condemned  i
Some  preach  a  bsolu€e  opposti3n   to  't+ar  and
some   r.el.gions  b_ave  sanctified  war.
}'.'{ost   I.911gions  .oelieve   that   the  `iistinction
between  right   an,.i  wrong  arie  absolute.
ant   the  priop`net  Iaa.ih    and   the   Ser;.!ion  on   tti.e
.fty[ount   glipse  3thlcal  reaativlty.
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Both  mutuallsm  anl  rlvall8m  find  thelf
exponents   in  r'=11913ns.

®

T.£there  rel.   talks  bErfuf  about  benevolence,
patience,   for'giveness,   love,   non-rtetal_iatlor2
revere.*ice   for  human  pers3nality:   mijtiL:alism.
But   Eel.   also:     punishment,   exco{rmunlcatloi,
damnation,   regimentatlo-a   :   pivallstic.
Both  the  .American  Friends  Ser".,rice  Cormlttee
and  th3  Spanish  Inquistion    fall  within  the
artea  of  religious  expression.
Re?.1glous  repre€`entatlT.res  have  ostr'aclzea,
harassed  and  tortured.  They  have  also
Bacrlflced  for  pea-ce,   rel.ievedthe  ,distressed,
COT;1.forited   and   enco'dr!aged.

i-his  recital  bould  be  lengthened  iuite  a  bit.
But  as  I   talk  I'm  sure  !Eany   of  i.,Jori  are   reacti
with  value  i.u`dgem.3nts   of  your  oi*In.     ¥oQ  r'ejec
and  accept  the  alt.erlnatives  in  religion  as  I
ta,1±  a:outthem.        -I.':.tl§   leais  me   to   the
second  categoary   of  meanings  ln  t`ne   term
rellglon.1.e.

t`neE.~.±OTIONAL.
A   common  principles;   many   t ---lugs  we

can  accept  intellectually  but  not  '3motlonally
Same  true  of  rellglon.    !ii'e  will  react   to  the
word  largely   in  terms  of  our  emtlonal
experience:   For  so€ne   "+Teliglon"  means
sufferi_ng  and  abuse  and  obsuractlsm.  For
±others   :   comfort,   enllg`r.tenment,   the  hlgheBt

and  best   hoD=s  of  men.

Even  wi.thin  a  single  faith:   eme€.1onal
respones  can  color   the  word  r  lgilt3n  with
vastly  different   shades  of  meaning.

jha/ ,hu,,we  lfu4as#Tp   ¢itrty;rf  ie   ,a,4rf   ft+
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I.g#fTe¥.cfiticied for  failing  to visit
lnr'a.  hog :.1tal.  j3ut   I've  also  been  turtned  back
from  a  hosDital  room  for  fear  of  disturbing  t
Da t i en t .
E=

:'.`{any   things  wich  have  not.I:ling   to  do  with   the
aLcadgmic  di3finition  of  Eel  gion  have  been"religionized"   o-nly  beacuse  emotional  prefere
has  been  so  str'ong:   `ijse  of the  organ  in  auewisb.  3efor.in  Texple   ,     oacificism,     era:ile
rol_1  anii  memorial  pra'yef-S.  Indeed  every
practice  adopted  by   someo-ne   ,   sometime.

Qppos±te  also   triLie.  i.fany   things  because     of
emotional  preference  ,  feelings  and  convictic
taken  aifv.ay   from  religion  Which  I.-jere   once•-1efflanin  of  religions:     medicine,

education
arts
p018ymay

Some  maiv   object   to  ny   use  of  the  i`Ior'd
emotional.  Let's  say   then  that  what  is"importtant" `to  t`ne  vld  becomes  religionlzed.

So  todai/   in  any   religion  ,  yours  or  mine,
w3  cl.loose  emphases   that  help  us  dLiamtlze  and
eirpress  i.¢hat  wethln'£z   ls   i_mporta-nt.

Ri.tual  vg.   et`[ti.Gal  action.
I.-is  i*orld  vs.   the  next.
comfort  now  vs.   salvation  later.
Instlttuions  vs.  pr'ivate  ethical  code.
Th_1s   bi.-ings  me   to  another'   category3   minori=
to  toe  8tire,   tout  a  partlclicar  class  of
meani`igs  a-Sgociated  currently  with    Eel.

POLITtcAL  Eeanln,=s:

Eg.st   -west   conflict.   Com~!unism  atheis.tic.
ERGO:      demo®Fa.ry:   RELIG13US.
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'   `Even  at  cost  of  compromising  our   separation
of  a..!iur'ch  and  sta€e  WB  seek   the  la:eel

51iglon" .

Pledge  to  flag  "under  God".
On  bills  and  coins:   "In  God  we  Trutst"'Talk  ab.=,ut   r'el=gion  ilpolitlcal   ape.==ches.
Increa.sea  affiliatlon  for  reasons  of

ldentlfy     ,  not  inherent  valu.e  and
c onvic t i on .

:'J{r.   X.   recently   said   that   there  I.`]a-a:=c  much
in  X  with  which  he  would  agree  but   if  someon
smites  him  o.n   t`ne  cheek  he  would  not   Cur.a   th
other  but   would  }rmock  his  head  off .

I'fany   vSould  agree.   But  :-J{r.   E  said  it   and  ergo
we     resent   it.  Just  as  religion  is  not
one  category  neither  is  X  or  any  other  rel.
£1ements  we   chose   in  ea-ch.

rlnally :  Practical  meaningfof  religion.
I+wlrfevirtyed`dy*

Oan`--` ion  sa  ve  us? 'T&-{st  _  Az±fObsurantls-a,   su--i..erlorlty.  ~
JL,J-,--.-

quthpruftyrfu%iap;j//

#fro(

'¥i'hat  ln  pel
mysticism,   r*ejection  of   science.  NO.

Human  tf.tor'th,   social  ju
peace,  values  of  oLir
Above  all:   the  kind  of

stlce*q#a#t
possessions  yes.

r31Lglon  that vyutrfe try+a itwl
asks  proper  questlc>ns  rather  that
offering  fllnal  and  absolute  answers.


