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I  cmce  heard  the  coment  t'mt  unel-t=   Imp  ..., er  bee
a  really tgreat  novel  or  even a  great  Poetic
liters..ry  memorial  to  the  Jews  who  persished  Surin
the  nazi  catastrophe.    Persomlly,  I  doubt  there
ever  will  be.  Even  the  sum  total  Of  all  effo±ts
to  portray  what  happened  will be  doomed  to  fall
short  of  depicting  the  enormity  of  the  crime,
the  flood  Of  innocent  blaod,  and  the  immeamsureat
pain and  heartache  and  sorrow. INo  cup  can  hold  tr.
measure  of  tears  that  flowed  from  the  broken
bodies  of  our  people  too  by  sheer  coincidrmce
happened  to  lirve  in  the  germany  of  theNazi  era.
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We  have  also  been  dealing  of  late  with  two
problems:  One  that  the  world twill  too  quickly
forget  what  happened.  ]he  othdp:   that  our  own  :
people  will  too  quickly forget  wha.t  happened.

I   Ihis  dispite  the  fact  that tbewheels  of  justic§
still  grind  out  their work.  Nazis  are  still beingJ

]B]=]BillglckyL±d[     hunted  d own  and   brought   to   trial®

tod  in the  main    Jewis  still  have  much  of  residual
hatred  for  Germns.  Understandably.  There  are
many  Jews  who  will  not  use  Germarl  products.   They
will  rot  visit  Germany  ,  Pbey  will  urge  every
recourse  to  FHmEgx    punishment  of  the  Hazi
criminals .
How  a  new  and  diffe-rent  voice  has  been  raised.
WRiting  in    LOor magazine,  a  colleague  of  mine,
Rabbi  Joesph  Asher  of  qemple  Emanuel  in
Grrensboro  ,  N.a.    declares  ''that  the  tine  kE
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has`~ come  for  those  who  hate  Germny  and  the
+

Germans  tca  take  a  new  look  at  their  feelings."

Rabbi  Asher  was  born  in  Germany.  Recnetly  he
returned  to visit  the  places  of  his  youth,  the
school  which he  attended  andto  talk with  thcee
of  his  boyhood  friends,  now  grown  fo   mnhood,  who
had  in  the  nazi  era  been  the   source  of  so  much  Qf
his  suffering  and  sutsequeJnt  exile.    Rabbi  Asher
is  corrfirsed  that  hatred  perpetuated  is  futile.
Instead  he  finds  alxpa±]Efr    that  a.fter  his  vast
and  after  talking  with  erg  tvJhiie    ep.emies  his
feelings  of  hatred  have  dissipated®  He  writes  this
way:   "  Pte  spiritual  victory  I  feel tht  I  have  won
lies  in  the  reducing  of  bitterness  and   converting
it  into  th4    stuff  Cif  which  civilized    human
relations  are  mde.  Beyaund  I.etribution  for  ev.il  1i
compassion  for  the  wrongdoer.   'God  desires    not
the  dea.th  of  the  wicked  but  that  he  turn from
his  evil  ways  and   live.I  ghat  is  the   Jewish  concep+
of  God.   Siince  man is  created  in  Hls  image,   it
behooves  him  to   deisre  lik®wise®  As  wickedness
springs  from  small  and  individual  acts,  thus  does
compassion  begin  in  a  single  manls  hea,rto"

find  then  acting  in.  positive  manner,  Rabbi
Asher  pleads  tht  Germn  speaking  rabbis  go  to
Germany and  devote  one  month  to  teaching  about
Je¥:__:.EkJui?i::m±far.maL|Srdeec#d?;ELS#°#.4rferf:s#=O¥i#
a"a`5-i--a;feJi i5'`i{{±-t-iiE e'--in-a   proposal  than  ue rely
the  agreement  or  disagreement with  his  persollal
attitude.  Aftei. all,  it  would  gcome  in  ill  grace
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fi-6m  any  American  Jew    who  has  aever   come  witThh

Ei

iooo  in.iles   of  the  nazis  to  judge  whether  F.abbi
Asher's  feelings  are  justified  or  not.

It,,seems  to  me  that  if  he  and  many  others  like
him  whpse  lives  were  toptured  and  -twisted  fey
the  Nazis,  whcee  loved  ones  and   f-finds  andc
were  killeo.    can  forgive,  then  so  Ban  we.

]he  tmth  is  that  the  enormity  of  the  crime
knows  no  human  punishemant  commensurate  with  it
and  therefore  no  forgiveness  or  understandi]ng
either  makes  senseo   ]he  only  thing   which does
make  sense  is  a  direct .effort  to   learn  from histoI
a`nd   a  concentrated  dei re  to  rid  the  world  of
every  kind   Of  hate  and   to  build   instead  a  world
society  based  upon  understandir}g  art   kiusness
the  decent  acceptance  of  the  differences  among

Afte:c#t:##-ifeffi#=¥=¥=¥iTe
Peopoe.

a  difference  in  5udgement®  Ihe  crminal  can
excuse  his  actions®  The  victim  or  his  survivors
cl.ys  out  for  punishment.  And  the  detached  bystande
can so easily---too  easily- tell  the  others

::::::I;:::::hal::u=d±h:=trL¥:e¥L:=:.feel.
A

Hot  Rabbi  Asher's  and  not  the  German's  but  our
own.  Do  we  Have  either  the  right  to  hate  the
Germns or the right to forgive them. ';`i###£

•   Viewed  from  the  victims  point  of blew  we  are

not  without  considerable  blame  ourselves.   In
discussing  Rabbi  Asherls  artivle  with  our  Cantor
I  was  reminded  by  him  of  our  own  guilt.  What  did
America  or  Amrrican  Jewry  do  for  our  opppesged
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£ieat.hem when Hitler was  at  the heigit  of  his
vicions  poer?  The  plain tmth  is  that  had
America  (and   other   countries}    open8d  the   door
of  our  land,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Hitler's
v  ictimes  would  never  have  died.   Witri  all  our
power  and  preteneded  ethical  revtilsion at  what
was  happening,  with  all  our vast  reaches  of
land  and  resoucrces  ,  the  gates,  to  all  intents
remained  closedo   Some  who  had   fled   from  Get.]nany
reached  to  our  very  doorstep  in  Hew  York  harbor
art  were  turned  back  to  the  buthcer.s  sfaughter
house whre  they  perished®  Isn't  there  a sharing
of  blame  --  if  blame  there  is  to  he--  demnded
hereo  Are  1..ve  oursleves ¢o  1illy  pure?

I  think  of  The  counsel  of  two  men.
One  is  the  sainted  Rabbi  Leo  Baecko     A  man
in  his  708s  at  the  tine,  Rabbi  Baeck was
imprisoned  in  Thrensenstadt.  All  presumed  him  to
be  dead®  More  than  perhaps  any  other  he  minister€
to  the  dead  and  dying  community  of  Germn  Jewry.
He  reftised  to  leve  for  America  time  art   again
when  it  wa.s  possible  to  save  him.  A.  the  end   af
the  war  he  ermeged  from  the€oncentration  camp
alive  and  after  many  months  of  rehabilitation
and  recoversy  he  entered  a  second  new  life  in
England  and   in  America.  At  Cincinnati  at  the  HUG
I  came  to  ]mow  him,   to  study  with  him  and   to

1

be. blessed  by  his  friendship.  And  on  one  ocaasiol
when  Ba,eck  was  about  to  return  to  Germny  to
dedicate  a  reconstitututed  synagogue,  I ventured
to  speak  about   the  Nazi  era  even  tho  I  ]mew  he



-5-
®\

never  lciked  to  discuss  it.  But   I  asked  him:   Rabbi,.
how  ±s  it  that  you can  renew  your  friendshS s  with
the  Germahs.   How  can  you  possibly  forgive  wha..i  the}-
did  to  you  and  to  your  people?  His  answer  was  so
slmplg  so  direct  and  so  absolutely  clear`.it
required  no  more  than  one  sentence.   He  said:''Sidney
don°t  you  know  that  Judaism  does  rot  believe  in
collective  guilt?''

And   indeed  we  do  not®   Each  man  is  repson
sible  for  his  own  individual  actions  and  for  his
forgiveness  he  must  approach  ,  not  other  men,  bnt
his  god®   Ours  is  the  task  neither  to  blare  nor  to
forgive,  but  to  understand,  to  defend  truth art
honor  and  to  teach  goodness  and  right.

thissu:::c:t::rap:e::+£:plo:hife:£#§=::taw#y
only  a  fevi  weeks   age at  the  age  of  83._  He  was  a
life-long  pacifist,a  man  who  rode  a  r611er --coaster
of  popularity  and  disdain.  At  one  period   he  was
the  most  reviled  of men  ;  at  another  the  host
beloryed  of  our  teachers.   It  all  depended  upon the
mood   of  our times  and   the  pturity  Qf   the  perceptio
of  his  students.  Z¥xfi At  theend  of  his  life,  in
his  REE±    very  adv-anced  old  age,  curiously,  he
became  the  hero  not  of  rabbnic  students  alone  but
of  the  teem  ageps  in  our  Youth  Progrom  who  flocked
from  far and  wide  to  listen  to  him and   to  be  wiJth
him.    And  I  can  never  forget  his  two  word  cotinsel
that  he  maintained  was  sound  in  ALL  human  re]ation-
shsps:   RIVER  BLARE,     Ihatls  all  Hewer  blame.
Balme  his  in.intained  did  not  good.   It  only  ate  out
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+n'e  heart  ol-the  aggreived.  But  to  turn  from

i
±E¥ri  blame  was  to  bum  ±o  aid   and  help,
teaching art  cquide.rstf  and  to  the  real  salv.ation
of  the  sirmer.

'¥7ell,  there  are  plenty  Qf  area.s  in  our
owr].  lives  where  we  may  imporve  our.  kunan
rela.tionshipso   lI.Je  she.1l  always  .rave  our  '01ood  iun
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slanghter  of  our  people.  Npr.  oudrghi  we  ever  grx
forge.t  what  h.appened---not  to  blame  forever
a  germeation  of  xpc  people  or  a  nation  a.s  a  whole,
but  in  orcer  to  nrake  very  sure  that  we  understaut
what  can  happenE  to   US  and   to   our  fe.Slow
men  if we  a.llow    ourselves  to  be  captured  by
prejndice  and  fear  of  others.

Let's  try  to  build  a  world  wkere  ]=edr-q5seaE
aF±±±±±e¥hiae

we  s:-ha,11  find  tie  spil.ifual  victory  ol-  which
Rabbi  4.sher  speaks.   Let  us   reaember  a]hose  who
perished  in  our  pray-eps  for.vero  jmd   Let  us  remember
those  among whom we  live  in  our  actions .fo¥-..


