
+   T0   RABBI    BROOKS   +

(On   Becoml.-nq   Rabbi    Emeri.tus)

I   have  fond  memori.es  of  that  di.stant  day
When   first   I   clasped  your  hand  and  met  your  eye;
The  twi.nkle  and   the   i.mpish   smile„   the  wit
And  wisdom  charmed  me   then,   and   let  me   know
ln  truth  that  here   indeed   I'd  found  a   fri.end.
I  wanted  to  explore  the  heri.taqe  of  Israel ,
The  lore  of  lanquaae  and  the   rl.ch  l.nheritance
Of  truth,   the  fire-of  the  Pro{]hets  and  the   studi.ed
Ponderings   of   the   sages.      You   gave  me   not   onl`y
An   instructor   l.n  the  qrarmar  and   the  syntax
Of  that  ancient  tonaue,   but  a  crefully  inscribed
Tanakh  that   I   have  treasured  throuQh  the  .vears,`,

throuah   Torah,   Nevl.-'l.in
FT

As   I   have  made  ny  way
And   Ketuvim.

I   think  .vou  would   have   been   at   home  wl.th   P`tishi
ln   his  yeshi.va   i.n   the  heart  of  France,
Or  with  prlaimonides   as   he   oui.ded   the   perple,v`ed
Throuah   ti.mes   diffi.cult   ahd   painful.      You   would
Have   `surely  deliahted  wl.th  the  playful   rivalry
Of  wise   Hillel   aid   humane  Sharmai   as   they
Wrestled   with   the   l.ntricaci.es   of   halakah
And   halakot   i.n   that   far  dl.stant  age ffin- w1'sdom
Was  ~th-e---cirief  Dursuit  of   those  who   had   inheri.ted
The  legacy  of  iloses.

You  wear  your  wisdom  gently  and   it   is   softened
By  a  wi.t   that   sparkles   playfully,   as   l.f  you   read
From   some   anoell.c   score   the  music   of  man's   days,
And   bore   a   s`6cret   deep  wl.thin  your   soul
That   bursts   its   bonds   at  ti.mes  and   sheds   l.ts
Brightness   all   about.

I   wish  you   well,   dear   friend,   Rabbi   Emerl.tus,   indeed!
Teacher  and   Mentor.      As   now   the   evenl.nci   of  `your   da`ys
Approaches,   may  you   drl.nk   the   vi.ntaged.wi.ne
Stored   up  for  you  and   know  the  joys  of  one
Who   has   drunk  wl.sely   and   well ,   and   now,
In   the  cool   evenl.nq  of  your   life,like  Adam,

May  you   walk   wi.th   God,   and   meanwhile
Grace   us   wi.th  yourcompany  and   conversati.on
And   give   us   cheer   for  our  own   little  whi.le.

Father  Cll.fford   Stevens


