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A\ Jewish Yiew of%mas f///.r/
Pfivelege to observe from si delines

Eve of greatest Xtina festiwl.

Mark of greatness & blessing of America &
maturity, wisdom and 1liberalism of
NCC & Mr, Swanson & son to invite me, a
rabbi , to comment on Xmas a festival
which I do not ob&srve.

YetMay be for that very reason, just because
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the observance of Xmas has not been inter=-
twined with personal experience that I may
be able to see in it & hopefully to share
with you a brief insight into its
spirutall meaning and potentiah ® for humar
goodness,

Perhaps the ob jective outside view has soms
merit and the mind that comes without
preconcelved notions my very well comse
closer to truth than those who follow
blindly after habit,

Often observed that among my om people,
those who ha ve converted in mature years
to Judaism =-and therefar come to It
afresh- often come with a zeal and
fervor that makes the rel life of 4 oms—
barn Jews anpsar pallid and lifeless by
comparisone

And so, dear fréerds, I confess to you
that while I am not a Xtian and while
Ican not call Jesus my Savior -=- I do
get excited about Xmas, )
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Quickly let me say, my excitement cl"c'a's—rmt
come —from our own festival of “hannuka
- % (as this year) with the
Xmas season nor from mkmx the atmosphere
of hurry and excisement, decorations and
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" frantic preparationsxfor Xmas observance

all wﬂd.ﬂNot pom,Lfmas spribit ocrspell
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gummy let me say I am not opposed to

‘gift giving or receiving. We Jews

have 8 days. etc

Good tradtion: The wise men brot gifts
to the cradle of Jesus--- Bible saps
nbthing about returning giftsnext day--
mt seriously: Gospels says specifically
that they cam~ to worship & then they
gave gifts., O
Nere I a Xtian minister rather than a
rabbi, were I then one of the celebrants
of Xmas rather than a2 Yewish teacher
permit me , dear mechandizers and sales
peple to say that there is nobhing(I woul
resent more strongly than the use of
commercialism XX as an end in itself
forgeting the wonder and ma jesty , the
mys tery and deep spirituality of Xams
as the birth of the Christian savior,
SR A oy o,
know that today will be a weariyling one
a you. I don't know,if you met last
years figures or not [Pyt tonight when
the doors of yow store are closed behind
you, I for one would be pleased to know
that you have entered a wholly new, a
completely different Xmas tham that
of the hecticE weeks and months you have
just passed thru,.
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G’ill not your homes be tk more tranquil,
the nearness of amily & fréends the more
precious, t e quiet axd spirituality of
your church the more welcome as you
leave the outer Xmas spirit behind you
and enfold the inner Xmas spirituality
within you,.
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From my point of view, and I trust you

will agree, there c:n be nothing more
shocking thah the wholesale transformation
of the mos deeply PRE penetrating

article of falth-= the birth of the Savior--
into a materialistic orgy of Xxmm sensual and
physical delight,

This bothers me only because you and I
Xtian and Jew are in our singularly ungiue
ways searching for the same thing: How to
knew God, how to pe-suade people to do His
will and to bring thereby an era of
universal justice and peace to ow troubled
and sorely frightened world.

The Jew has his particular answer, We be

belive that man comes to know God by
reaching constantly up to Him-- by the sanc-
tification of every act of life, thru
commandments and ordiancnes &hat regulate
our relationship with the Almighty and with
our fellowmen., “hat God has revealed to us
is a way to serach Bor hkm,

Byt Xtian tradition responds from the
oppostite point of departure. “nd in the
birth of Jesus, God became man. Walked and
talked this earth with himy, inst ructed him,
gave him an immutable model and then died
for him,/ In the infant baby Jesus was
God -- rdeemer and savior . hat to me is the
wonder and mystery of Xmas, “and the un#ique
spiritual approach of Xtianity,
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lhe identity of God and Man is
not accepted by the Jewish mind, but in it
I see the very opoositie extreme from anythi
mterial or temporal, (Lt is pure spirit.
7In the reenactment of the Xmas stay
thru legend and Scripture, observance and
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touch the divine. <*mat to me, is the i~

N/

Ezégﬂﬁﬁ? which 1s really worth onening
on XmeS daVees.e Armd once it is held

in your hearts ... it is not returnanle.

Ladies & Gentlemen, we are dealing he
with the very core of religion.e your
religion, And we have been talking about
one sacred day and 1ts message.
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