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Piivelege     to  observe  from  sidelines

•Eve  af  greatest  Xtina    festival.

Mark  tf   greatness  &  blessing   of  America  &
liberalism  ofmatllrit"  B::nd°s:naEdson  to  invite  ne.  a

HCC   &   Mr.
rabbi   ,   to  commerfe   on  Xmas  a  festival
which  I  do  not   obaspve.

Yet¥g¥bo:s:::a:E:to¥efyma:efas:nio€.u::e:e::¥ef.
twined  with  personal  experience   that  I  may
be  able  to  see  in  it  &  hopefully  to  shar.a
wi±b.  you  a  brief    insight  into  its
spiputall  meaning  and  poteritiain  E  for  humar
goodness®

P8rhays   the  objective  outside  view  has  son
tmrit  and  the  mind  that   comes  without
pn:.econceived  notions     my  very  well  come
closer  to  truth  than    those  who  follow
blindly  after  habit®

Often   observed  that   among  nry  out     people,
those  who  ha ve  converted  in  mature  year s
to  JutaLism     -and  therefor   come   to   ±t
afresh-  often  cotre  with  a  zeal  and
f®rvop    that  makes  the  pel  life  of 4h`rL~
bcrn  Jews  appear.  pallid  and  lifeless  by
comparison.

And  so,   dear  friends,   I  confess  to  you
that  while  I  am  not   a  XtiaLn  and  whi.1e
I can  not  call  Jesus  ny  Savior  --I  do
get  excited  about  Xma,s.

Quickly  let  in   say,   my  excitem8
festival  ofOur

s  season nor  from

in

g-_ft=rf:i.
Etha ulj{j5--Iit}t

rmuka
(as  tiis  yet%:) ag:::pi:;e
ron  nhck

ir~-Lorry  and  excitement,  decorations  and
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frantic  preparations  f ar  Xmas  obser'vance
rffl9ctt=g¥¥assprib#f±=+^^-.   xb      .ihL  ®)in                -t#;rd3a~

let   m©   say  I  am  not   opposed  to

apfa#

or  receiving.     We  Jews
days.   etc

Good  tradtion:   The  wise  men  brot  gifts
to  the   cradle   Qf   Jesus---Bible  sags
nothing  about  returning  giftsnext  day--
tnt  seriously:  Gospels  says  sceclfically

::%:  :i:¥s:ane#to  Worship &  t± they
Were  I  a  Xtian  minister  rather.  tt]ran  a
rabbi,  were  I  then  one   of  the  celebrants
af  Xmas     rather  than  a  Jewish  teacher
permit  me   ,  dear  mechandizers  and   sales
peple   to  say  thaLt  thel`e   is  nohhing(I  woult-
pesent   more  strongly  than  the   use  of
commercialism  ±±  as  an  end  in  itselff£:#dh:e%nds:Eri€:aLmai#S:¥±a::e

£*i.h±_:£.t¥¥~:,fo~_.g.¥..stiansavlor.
know  that  to€ay  will  be  a  weariying   one

or   you.   I  don't-kno
yeaI.s  figures  or  not :fit you  met  last

tonight  when
€b+e  doors  of  you.   store  are   closed  behind
you,   I  for  one  would  be  pleased  to  know
that  you  have  entered  a  wholly  new,   a
coxpletely  differ.ent  Xmas  than  that
of  the   hectlcE  weeks  aLnd   months   you  have

passed thru]
not   your.   homes  be  tb  more  tl.anquil,

just

the  nearness   of  amily  &  friends  the   more
precious,  t ..'e  quiet  Err  spirituality  of
your'   church  the   nDre  welcome  as  you
leave  the  outer  Xmas  spirit  behind  you
and  enf old  the  inner  Xmas  spiritualityTnT±tlin i ou®£
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Froin  ny  point  of  view,  an.d  I  trust  you
will  agree,   there  a:in    be  nothing  more
shcoking  than  the  wholesale     transforma.tion
of   the
article  o

deeply  pmH  penetpat±ng
alth--  the  birth  of  the  Savior--

into  a  materialistic  orgy  of  EmE  sensual  and
physical  d©11ght®

This   bothers  m©  only  because  you  and   I
Xtfian  and  Jew  are  in  our  singularly  unqiue
Ways   searching  for  the   same  thing:  How  to
know   God,   how   to  pe'.suade   people  to  do   His
will  and to  bring  thereby  an  er.a  of
univer.sal   justice  and  peace  to  our  troubled
and  sol-ely  frigrfeened  world.

The  Jew  has  his  particular.  answer.  We  be

belive  that   man   comes   to  know  God  by
r©achiri.g  constantly  up  to  Him--by  the  sanc-
tification  of  every  act  of  life,  thru
commandments  aLnd   ordiancnes  dshat  regulate
ourrehationshiy¥haw:theo:hfa:1::g::¥e:iowifh
our  fellowmen.
is   a  way  to  sepach  fiar  hEm.

j3ut  Xtian  tradition  responds  from  the

3g£3:I:Eeag::.a:a:dd::cara::r=nA;ZfeiEeEh:nd
talked  this  earth with  him,  inst  ructed  him,
gave  him  ?n  imrmitable  model  and  then  dladiL

y  Jesus   was
_hat  to  me   is   the

w5ider  and  mystery  of  Xma;,+and  trio   {inique
spiritual  approach  of Xtianity®

..i,J`rfut,ri¥`j#t±ty of  God  and  Man  is
not  accepted by  the  Jewish  mind,  but  in  it

::::±at:eorv®fgm::rae;::tdi:=trp:in::;::±%:grth±
Hn  the  I.eenactHBnt  of  the  Xmas   stcpy
thru  legend  and  Scripture,   observarre©  and
__  _   ___ _ ____  __I_          __-..      J? -._    LL_      VL_I  -_     I---JLJ  .-----

£°LT.:1:ie+::pt::d±¥:¥:rb:b
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touch  the  divine.    'J;hat

which  is  really worth  opening
day .....  And   once  it  is  held

to  me,   is   the;Tu..-- }yd,i

mag
in  your.  hearts   ...  it  is   not returna`._tie.

Iiadies  &  Gentlemen,   we   are  dealing  he

::Eig!r:.Vfn=::P:a3:::::8i:::inB°aiout
one  sacred  day  and  its  message.
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