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P`EFORM   AND    CHILDREN    0F    ivIIXED   MARRIAGE

•    i:uY::I::0:oTHdv:::,R:A:::EA:::  Do  .,.

P}   UT   ,    STRANGELY,     IF   YOU   ARE   A   JEW--

OR   THINK   YOU   ARE---THERE    WILL   ,    OR   MIGHT

BE    THOSE    WHO   DISAGREE    WITH    YOU,

OF    COURSE    ,/fB0TH   YOUR   MOTHER   AND   YOUR

FATHER       WERE    BORN    JEWS

YOU   WILL    HAVE    N0   DIFFICULTY,
pe-rfu*'

BUT^NOT   ALWAYS.,           I    STOOD   AT   THE    GRAVE   0F

MY   MOTHER    (A,Ii,)    ffl+a   EXER

NHzxER"M     wfEEEE{rH
ABOVE   THE    GRAVEf

CHE

CASKE :Far:f£:€!i#Bttxx
ABEFORE   THE    RABBIS

BEGAN   THE    BURIAL   SERVICE,    THE    DIRECTOR   0F

THE    CEMETERY   APPOACHED   ME,    POLITELY   T0   BE

SURE I HAD   A   CLIP    B0RAD    IN    HIS    HAND,

RABBI,V  HE   SAID,     I    AM   TOLD   a   Y   THE~

FUNERAL   DIRECTOR    IN   OMAHA       THAT    YOUR

i``ioTHER   WAS   JEWISH,     IS   THAT    SO?"

"OF   COURSE,     I    SAID,    THAT    IS   CORRECT'',

THEN,'    RABBI;.    WILL    YOU    BE    GOOD    ENOUGH

T0   SIGN   THIS    STATEMENT   WHICH   STATES

THAT   YOUR   MOTHER   WAS    JEWISH?"       I    SIGNED,

iti!OW   THAT    CEMETERY   T0    BE    SURE    WAS    AN    OLD

cErf'iETERy   BUT    IT   wAs   NOT   wriAT   ONE   wOuLD

c[
ERM   AND    "ORTHODOX"    CEMETERY.,     FAR    FROM    IT,

T   WAS    THE    CEMETERY   0F_  A   VERY   0LI)    P`EFORM

CONGREGATION,    BUT   THE    BY    LAWS   0F    THAT

CEMETERY   STATE    THAT   N0   NON-JEW   ;    FOR   WHATEVER

REAsON   MAY    BE    BURIED   THERE,
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8   UT       LET   US    SPECULATE    FOR   A   MOENT',.

LET   US    SBPPOSE    THAT   MY   MOTHER    WERE    NOT

JEWISH    IN   BIRTH   a   UT   FOR   HER    90   YEARS   0F

LIFE    SHE    HAD   LIVED   AS       A   JEW,    WHAT   THEN?

WOULD    SHE    HAVE    BEEN   DENIED    JEWISLI   STATUS?

FURTHERMORE;.   WHAT   ABOUT   HER    CHILD?

ACCORDING   T0    JEWISH    LAW    (ORTHODOX   HALACHA)

THE    CHILD   0F    A    I``.ION-JEWISLI   MOTHER    IS    A

NON-JEW,    N0   MATTER    THE    FATHER,'    N0   MATTER

THE    UP    BRINGIN

0R    INCLINATION
efuN0   MATTER    THE    EDUCATION

NTIL   FORMAL       FULL   HALACHIC

CONVERSION   THE    CHILD   0F   A   NON-JEWISH

Ci::;E§E#y£N¥?N-JE"   THE   STATUS  0F   THE.   FATHERSADLY,    MOST   TRAGICALLY,    T[1ERE

WERE    TIMES    IN    JEWISH    HISTORY   WHEN   THIS

RULE   0F    IDENTITY   WAS   MEANT   T0   PROTECT   THE

LEGITIMACY   AND   THE   JEWIsif#   CHILDREN

BORN    T0   WOMEN    WHO   WERE    IN    THE    COURSE    0F

poGROM3;trvioLATED   AND   RAPED   AND   THE

FATHERS   DISAPPEARED

LIFE    IS   A

TRADIDTI0N

HE    PURITY   0F    FAMILY

Pfi:M:::=E::N::::  i:EA::I::  ::I:ISH

ITS   MOTHER,

CHILD   0F   A

MATTER    THE
JIIIII\,

FATHER ,I
THE   ASSUMTI0N   WAS   THAT   THE

JEWISH   MOTHER    WAS    JEWIE]H    N0

PRESENCE   floR   THE    STA   TUS   0F   THE

uRIOusLy;'   ON  TriE   OTHER   HAND   ;I   JEN.isH   LAw`

DETERMINES"YICHUS"ORLINEAGE±±±R±£+R±£ED

SOLELY   BY   THE    FATHER'S   LINE   WITHIN   THE
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JEWISH   PEOPLE',    THE    OFFSPRING   0F   A

MALE       KOHEN,    OR    PRIEST,     IS   A    PREEST

ET6','   MOTHER    HAS    NOTHING   T0   DON   XXMXXXX

wlTH    IT!

WHAT   BRINGS   THIS    ISSUE    S0   FORCIBLY

T0   CONERN   AT   THIS   MOEENT'P

TRITE    fi   UT   TRUE',/'       TIMES    HAVE    CHANGED.,

Twd4"FffiTORS   ENTER    INTO   PLAY','

]„    THE   DRAMATIC    INCREASE    IN   MIXED

MARR I AGES ,

2.,    THE   ESTABLISHEMENT   0F   THE   STATE   0F

ISRAEL.I.

::::::E:::::xE:faNZ#:ctiRERE,ty,`#:entlrfe'i£

&try          :=£:: ::R|:::E#wH#:#:£#:;s::N::yT::
-,

'

MAY   NOT   PE   M4RRIEP   THERE,    BURIED   THERE,

INHERIT   THERE   0R    BE   A   CITIZEN   THERE    UNDEfi

THE    LAW   0F    P`ETURN,

rELSEWHERE    IN   THE    WORLD   THE    BATTLE
`   CONTINUES   MXXM       BETWEEN    THE   TRADITI0NALIS

AND   TriE   MODERNlsT   As   ife   THE   sTUATus

OF    CHILDREN   0F   A   NON-JEWISH   MOTHER','

CIN   ALL   0F   MY`RABBINATE    I    HAVE   APPLIED
WHAT    I   THOuGHT   TO   BE   fioTH   FIDELITy   TO

THE    INTENT   0F    HALACAH   AND   A   MODICUM   0F

C0illMON    SENSE   AND   LOGIC,
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I    HAVE    NEVER   8   ELI.EVED   THAT   "JEWI.SHNESS"

WHATEVER    THAT   MEANS        I.S.   TRANSMITTED   BY

THE   FORCES   0F   .GENETI.CS.   OR    RACIAL    STRAINS,

IT    IS    NOT   GUARANTEED   ;    CERTAINLY    IN   THE

MODERN    ERA    SINC    E    THE    EMANCIPATION,

THAT   THE    CHILD       0F   A   JEWISH   MOTHER   WILL

BE    SELF=IDENTIFIED   AS      A   JEW   0R   THAT   TIIE

CHILD   0F   A   NON-JEWISH   i.'10THER-i   0R   FATHER--

WILL    NOTI

THE   VERY   SAME   LOGIC   CAN   iE   APPPLIED   T0

ADOPTED   CHILDREN   AND;.    IN   MY    PRACTICE,     I

HAVE   ALWAYS   ASSUcJ7 cut ca~¥F:#Tbo#E'4##ST:H:A:::PT
A   CHILDAAND   HAVE

THAT   CHILD   AS    THEIR    OWN    IN    THEIR    OWN    JEWISH

HOME    IS    JEWISH    IN    EVERY    SENSE   0F    THE    WORD',.

Eil N   19/+7      THE    CCAR   DEALT   "WTH   THIS   QUESTION

CAREBULLY   AND   ADOPTED   A   RESOLUTION   WHICH

IN   EFFECT   SAID    "   THE   DCLARATI0N   0F   THE
J,-

RAISE(   THE    CHILD)    AS   A   JEW

WAS  cffuFFCIENT   FOR   CONVERSION"    I,E,    THE

JEWISHNESS   OF    THE    CHILD.,.          NATURAZLLY   ONE

ASSUSMES   THAT   THE    PARENTS    IMPLEMENT   THAT

I NTENT I 0N ,

fFOR   EXCAZMPLE    I    WOULD   NOT   ACCEPT   AS   A   JEW
A   CHILD   OF   A   Mfflin   jEwlsH   MOTHER    wHOsE    CHILD

FOR    WHATEVER    REASON   WAS    RAISED   AS   A

criRlsTIAN,

cpr[i%N:::i(OFpRACT|cE)vEssENTIA¥iTHEAGAIN   TriE    CCAR       IN    ITs   RABB|fs

J=tr{jo



==
SAME    THING   AI)DING   ONLY   THE       FORCE    0F

RELIGIOUS    SCHOOL    EDUCATION    ANI)    THE    CEREMON`

iHndc#±#¥:#:4:R¥:¥T:#:e::feiR#°#G¥s`cedsATDG"`1

IN   ANy   OF   THE   soirRCEs   AB   OuT   BAR;BAT

I.tllTZVAH   HAVING   ANY    FORCE    0F    IDENTITY

EITHER    IN   TRADITIONAL   0R    REFORM   DISCUSSI0N{
RiEEZI

LAST   YEAR   THE    CCAR   DISCUSSED   THA   MATTER

AGAIN,.    THE   DEBATE    NXXE   WAS    HOT',    WHILE    THE

MATTER   WOULD   SEEM   T0   BE    SIMPLE   LOGICALLY;

]T   WAS   DEEMED   BY   MANY   NOT   T0   BE    IN  ±E£±±S=Vl

edrfealf#¥OF   THE   uNITy   OF   THE   JEwlsH   pEOpLE,

FwHAT   ABOUT   THOSE   WHOM   WE   DETERMINE   T0    BE

JEWS   AND   OTHERS    IN.   THE    JEWISH   WORLD   D0   NOT

THERE   ARE    BXERM   EVEN    PROGRESSIVE    JEWS

IN    CANADA,'    SOUTH   AMERICA;    GREAT   BRITAIN;'

SOUTH   AFRICA,     ISRAEL   AND    FRANCE    WHO   WOULI}

NOT    CONSIDER    THE    CHILD   0F    A    [`.`10N   `JEWISH

MOTHER   T0   BE   A   JEW   EVEN    IF   THE   FATHER

WERE !

C HERE    ARE    THOSE    AMONG    US    WHO    CRY    FOR

UNITY   AMONG    K'LAL   YISROEL   ,    THE    WORLD

JEwlsH   coMMUNITy   As    IF   WE   WERE   THE   ONLY

0l.\iES   T0   RLIP"RE   THAT   uNITY't'

S0   THE   MATTER   WAS   TABLED   FOR   ONE    YEAR'S

FURTHER   #M#X   STUDY   0F   A   QUESTION   ALREADY
.

RESOLVED   AT   LEAST   TWICE    BEFORE,
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THIS.   YEAR    THE    RESOLUTION   WAS.   OFFERED   AGAIN',

IT   wAs    linTERESTING   THT   BEFORE   THE

QUESTION   WAS    CALLED   THE    RULES   WERE    SUSPENDED

IN    FAVoR   oF   A   GREAT   RABBI     IN0UR   MoVEMENT`:

i..iosES   CYRUS   WEILER   0F    SO`,.   AFRICA   AND    ISRAEL

r  A   MAN   OF    INTEGRITy   AND   HONOR   wrio   PLEADED
THAT   nyE j}EE±AT   THE   REsOLUTION,(±]   wAs

-aof:#i-B±_ctr¢-NFUL   T0   VOTE AGAINST    HIM   FOR   ME AND

H   PASSED   THE

PRINCIPAL   THAT    "    THE    SAME    BRI   REQUIREMENTS

MUST   BE   APPLIED   TO   BSTABLISHX         THE    STATUS

0F   A   CHILD   OF   A   MIXED   MARRIAGE   XE

REGARDLES;   oF   WHETHER   THE   MOTHER   0R    FATHER

IS   JEWISH'

FRANKLy    I   wAs   suRPRlsED   AT   Trfe

BY   WHICH   THE    RESULUTl.ON    PASSED,

C5 T   WITHOUT   A   DOUBT   THAT   VOTE    HAS   XMRKXB#XX

IMPLICATIONS   FAR    BEYOND   THE    SuBSTANCE   0F

THE    IssuE   wHlcri;'    I   AM   SURE;    EVERy   RABBI

HAS    RESOLVED   ONE   WAY   0R   ANTOER    FOR    HIMSELF

OR    HERSELF,

f`::::A3:T:::o;T::I:R::sP::::S:E::SA::I::N
ISRAEL`i`  BPME   ORTHODOX   AUTHORITIES   COUNSEL

THAT   NOW`   THEY   MUST   NXXNEREillxxx   WITHDRAW

FROM   THE   SCA   wHEriE   ALL   BRANCEs   OF   jEws

ir#®pfu%IN   THIS    COUNTRY   ARE    REPRESENTE

LET   THEM','    lT   WoULb   BE   A   TRATG|cVERROR;.

8   UT   LET   THEM,        I    THINK   WITH   THIS   Eillx   VOTE



Ei=

MORE    THAN   ANY   OTHER    IN    RECENT    HISTORY
'HAS    FINALLY   REPRESENTED   THAT   WE    REFORM   JEWS

HAVE    SOME   MEASURE    0F    MATURITY   AND   REGARD    FOR

OUR   OWN    POSTI0N,CAiND   THIS   REGARDLESS   OF   THE

VIEW   0F    THE    JEWS   WHO   THINK   DIFFERENTLY,

C:

CE

UNDERSTAND      TRADITioNALlsm/          I    suppORT    IT,

D0    NOT    IN   ANY   WISE    ASK   THEM   T0    CHANGE,

UT    I    ASK   ONLY   THAT   THEY    UNDERSTAND       OUR

POSITION,    SUPPORT   US   AN'D   CEASE   TO   ASK   US

T0   FIT   THEIR   MOLD,

CJH::::::ife
CJ

ALWAYS    BEEN    IN   THE    CURENT   0F

THE  TRADIT IONALl sTf,ir4irdc4_

UT    WE    FiEFORM   JEWS       ARE    EMANCIPATED    RillRX    FROM

THE    HALACHA   AND   THANK    GOD    WE

THE    NEEDS   0F   OUR TIMES'icAN

ARE.'¢E CAN   MEET

D    I    ASSURE    YOU   THE

OPEN    SOCIETY   AND   THE    S0lAL   FORCES   0F

ENLIGHTENMENT   ARE    HERE   T0    STAY,

CJ

C

HE    BEGININGS    SOF    THE    P\EFORM   MOVEMENT    SAVED

:#:L:H:::#:#y:Fd:::EF:::EA::::!]:::I:NE]NG
EDUATED   AND   UNABLE   T0   COPE   WITH   ORTHODOX    JEWIS

LIFE   wOuLD   EAslLy   HAVE   DEFECTED   FROM   alEN   JUDAI
---AD   MANY   DID--   HAD    IT   NOT   BEEN   FOR   THEXH#RN

DARING   ALTERNATIVE    0F   A   KXXER    ELIBERAL    JEWISH

FA+TH,   'ritfu.t= z`i cflonrfe deff ctc* .
HAT    Is   STILL   OUR   R#nME   ROLE   AND    I    HoPE   THAT

YOU    CAN   JOIN   ME    IN    SEEING   OURSELVES   AS   A   REAL

AND   VITAL   PART   0F    K'LAL   YISROEL   ALBEIT   WITH



-8-

OUR    OWN    PARTICULAR    VIEW   0F    JUDAISM   T0    BE   ADDED
'T0   THE   VIEWS   0F   OTHERS   --NOT   T0   DISPLACE   THEM,

1

CLj::I:tyH4P:::,::,I:E::::A::::i]::W:::::%:::EMENT,
.SOCIAL   CONCERN,COUR   RITUALS   DISPLAY   THESE

ATTACHEMENTS,    OUR    0BSERVANCES   MARK   THESE

::L:::,sTA£:
E    ARE    AUTHENTIC    JEWS','

RBS   ,    AS   ARE    OTHERS    BY   THERRS,

"XXXM##KHX#MX#XX#XX##HXXXMHX

C] N   A    SOCIETY   THT    IS   ASSERTING   THE    EQUALITY

OF    HUMAN    KIN
+

ANS   THE    SEXE

D#: THE   RIGHTS   0F   ALL   RACES

IN    THE    REFORM   MOVEMENT

ASSERT   THOSE    SAME    PRINCIPLES   FROM   THE
$4A;J,                                                                                             _      _        ______'

GROUND   0F^RELIGI0US   XfflM   CONVICTION,

C,ND   WE    WILL    REPRODUCE    OUR    KIND    BY   TEACHING   AND

EXAMPLE   ANI)   NOT    BE   THE   ACCIDENT   0F    PHYSICAL
I

BIRTH'

CwE
WILL    EMRfflRM    ENFOLI)   OUR    YOUNGSTERS    WITH

LOVE    AND    EXPRESS   THAT   LOVE    BY   OUR    BRINGING   THEM
'

CLOSER   AND   CLOSER    ,    DEEPER    AND   DEEPER    INTO

THE   THOUGHTS    PATTERSMX   AND.THE   VALUES   0F

JUDAI SM',`  |A+=€ c*<{r  c#*#;  ?T3T"th .

C EwlsH   pARENTs   CAN    BE   GOOD   alHM   jEwlsH   pARENTs

AND    JEWISH    PARENTS   ACAN   ALSO    BE   DELINQUENT

JDWISH   PARENTS,

I    AM    PROUD   OF    OUR    CONFERENCE    0F    RABBIS

FOR    REFUSING   T0   BE    INTIMIHATED    BY   THE

#i!HOPE   TO

LiH!
FUTILE

AND    XM

ATE    THE   MIDI)LE   AGES
qF±,                                             j®+`,,ah.£ C*+
TO   THE    FUTUREyLAGE   0F   A

VIBRANT    JUD4._I`§M.I_   d_+¥i£¥.±vyE    ALL    FEEL   THE    SXAMEI
_  i     -       ,  I


