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has   become   an intepna-tTona ||y
famous  nan.e.  tj±s  name  is   known  thruout   the  world

not   because  he   did   aLnything   worthwhile   and   nCib

because  he  comriitted  murder. Caztyl   Che ssman

is   well  kno-ulrn     because   in  this   civilized  world   of

ours  he  has   sat  in  death  row    waiting  to   be

to  death  by  the   state  for  12  years./|He  i

i  known  because  by  EE±  clever  research  and

put   to  death  by  the   state  for   12  yearsJ

mE,

Heis

manipulation  of   the   law  ,   he  has  managed  to  evade

the   enactment   of   his   senetence  by  finding  in  the

law  reason  for   delay,  reconsideration,   reprieve

and   stay  of  execution. I`fost  men   have   and   will

Continue  to  die  for  capital   crimes  under  the   same

law.   Caryl  Cbessman  happens  to  be  more   inventive

in  his  manipulations  and  more  stubborn  about   wantir

to  live®

There   are   two  comments   to  be  rnaLde   about   his

most  recent   stay  of   execution. h e  is  that  the

I.ight  thing  was  done  for  the   wrong  reason.  His  lift

was   spared  most  recently  not   because  he  was   deemed

justified  under  the   law  and  not  because  the  state

had  any  second   thoughts   about   the   moral   ixplicatio£

of  capital  punishment,T=±r%t  because  thel`e  wasrT-
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.any  feeling  of  mercy  for  a  man  who  ha{=i   lived  in

the  shadow  of  death  for   12  years. stay  Of

execution  resulted  rather  from  quite  EH]£Eakgfl

extraneous  circumstances. tit seems  that   our

Frdsident   Tffas  a:rJout  to   embark  on  his  South

American  tour  and  the   State  Deoar`trnent  felt   that

the   execution  of  Caryl   Chessman  wou&d  prove

embarassing   to t he  president   and  might d amage  the

diplomatic  effect  of  his   visit  to  countr#es

wr.o  felt  Caryl  ubessman  ought  to   live.

&
Caryl  Chessman  was  allowed  to   liv.e  a   little

longer  in death  row  while  the   President  of   the

United  States  spread  the  gospel  of  democracy  in

action®

!1'be   other   consideration  is  this:   Car..ylE

chessman   surely 4fi4ce;€¥Tmgo|S  of  our  atttirde  towar

crime  and  punishment  and  our  value   of  human   lifet

He  has  managed  to  .stay  al five  by  fereting  out

small  points  of  law  to  stay  his  execution.  -

:-==--i-----:--=i[iij:i---i==jj±

E-EEE

pitted
his  in_inq  _±ge_i__n±t  the   law.   t±iJ===T=L=_ __-L=__=|F±.I

law  was  a  reluctant   all.y  at  best.

And  all  this  takes  place  in  tbe  so-called

=fif¥===ffi!fE=:i:iu-ry  after Ek  long  exper.ienc.,
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with  killing  and  killers.

But  ther+e   is  another  relationship ofrtyt#rfu
law  to  killers  which should  be  familiar  to  us   and

which  corres   straig+h.t   out  of   our  own  biblicaland

Talmudic   traditions. tie r`e  are   many  instances  of

crimes  punishable  by  death  in  the  Bible  and   TaltTtudt

EEp t  so  reluctant  were  the  courts  to  carry  out   the

sentences  that  tbey  surr.ounded  the  basic   la.ulrs  with

such  strict  rul§s  of  evidence    and  such  exacting

circumstantial  requirefnents, HFTHE t  the   exectJition  of

a  C;eath  sentence  became  all  but   impossible   to

carry  out.{giiller  or  not,  our  basic  f aith  is  so

deeply  rooted  in  its  pesoect  for  human  life  as  the

sac-.ned  8if t  of  god  that  to  take   human   life  was

all  but  out   of  the   question® 1`he   evolution  of

tJewish  law  EaHx£EEm    insisted  that   even  a   killer

has  rights® L'he   Talmud   records   a  com;-rion   statement

from  the  days  when  Jews  had  civil   jurisdiction  of

over  their  cwn  affairs  which  states  that  a
JewishCourt(asanhedrin)which±±=+E±=F=E=±==ee±rf±rd

carfied  out  a  death  penalty  once  in  a  hundred
Jo fro

years  waLs^considered  ffldy bloodthirsty.

uarenthetically,  we  must  note  that   despite  t;'~jis

relubtance  to  play  God  and  to  take  human   life
===Hi===-------------_
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either.  in  retaliation  fca  crime  or  punishment  of  it,

resulted  nck  in  no  widespread  criminality  among   Jews

hae are  not  known  as  a  people   of  killer.s.   Ap`a rentlyj

failime  to   involke  the  death  penalty  did  not

give   licence  to  killepsofn ~i~`/cc.r±q. +I;+ ib.uc4E.4_   .

Per.hops  due   in  part  to  the  notoriety

accorded  to  Caryl   Ches`iman,   perhaps   because   of   the

tremendous  increase  in  crime   in  our  co-Lintry,

perhaps   because  of  lynchir]gs   and  killings  in

certain  sections  of  our #,the  whole   question

of   the   moraLl  rightness  of   capital   -ounishment  has
Gwrfe
A`receivedJEpee   widespread   treatement   and   de'bate®

At  the  recent  ]nEE  biennial   convention  of

the  UAHC   in  I`.1iami  J.`lon.da7  some   3000  delegates   from

RefolrTi   congregations  debated  the   issue  excitedly.

idE yebs,   doctors,   teachers,  rabbis  and   laymen

spoke   vigorously  on`both  sides.t t   a  resolution

against  capital   punishment   was  passed  by  an

overwhileming  majority.     It  stated  in  part:
""e  believe  there  is  no  crime  for   which  the

takir}g   of   fiuman   life  by  society  is   justified,   and
that   it   is  the   obligation  of   society  to  evolve
other   methods   in  dealing  with  orime ....   We  believe
that   the  practive  of  capital  punishment   serves  no
practical  pul.pose ....   that   it   is  not  effective
as  a  deterrent   to  crime  and  brutalizes  the   human
spirit . „
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The  resolution  ,   of  course,  deals  with

tbe  arguments  usuall.y  put  forth  in  favor  of

`   dapital  punishment.    (jjn  religious  and  moral

grounds  men   have  argued  that  one  who  takes  another

life  must  pay  for  that  crime  with  his   own  lff`e.

LFTen   have  argued  that   capitaLl   punishment  prevents
further  crime®

/

3E*±*   -
I.=-----JhI1-..t-==

L#;-lint--;etween  sober  judgement   and   an  emobiorral

needforrevengelsth±nlydpawn..======±.-=Ti-=---i-=={:±en  Charles

Starkwe.:itber  went  on  h_is  raLxpage  of killing,   there

was  only  one  desire  on  the   par.t  of  most  of   us:

his   life  must  be  forfeited;  this  animal  must  not- A+ arty +
be  permitted  to  live.    And  ve  executed  him^~##

tit the   tine   I  said   and  repeat  now  that  we

;unisbea  the  WPO&L¥n.CC.   S.  was  an  animal   in

his  instincts  and^his  mCirai s  because  he  was  not

::;lit;-#ifb¥;:40J:#::
®

aman i.lacy  people  wert

and   unmot`ne Ply  mother,

his   teachers  and  his  £EE±x  neighbors,   his

society  and  his  counselors  were  all  far  more

=#:h::e::i.ski::em:bd:i:::i:nha:fhifeifeha
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a±  to  pretect  the  weak and  ignorant  from
themselv3s.     Is   there   less  crime   in  Nebraska   becausi

CS  was  e xecuted?     W-ould   tr.ere  have   been  more   had

he   n-.t    bet:n?   I  t'-ink   not.

One  of  the   most  magnificerlt   Statements   I  have

ever  read  as  a  finely written  factual  docunentatioiri

of  the  case  against  capital  pnnishment  appeared  as

an article  in±  the   Jane.   issu  e   of  the   Amer.  Bar.  AS-s

Ln ±Ea±±  trial  was  a  L0  yl..   old  i`Jegro  natues  Wash

Hones,erned  with  an   axe  and  a   shotgun  ho   broke

into  his  father-in-Haws  home,   shot   and   killed  his

fafiher   in  law and   his  motherin  la.wlr  and  clubbed  his

Li s  attorney  ,   Foe  fienry,

ar.guad  for  his  client  to  prevent  his   execution.

Fro:  Bible  days  to  the  present,  he   demonstateJ  the

bet±:±¥iheffectivenessofcapitalpunishment.
:Jisten  to  what  he  says   about   punishment  itself.:  p.5

"It  is  generally  accgpted  that   t.i?ere  are
3  essential  1ngredientg  of  all  punishment.
All  must  be  present  and  lf  any  one  ls  mlgsing
the  DunlBhment   is  defective.
Firs-t:     the  punis.unent  of  t`ne  offender.
Second.   the  rehabllitatlon  of  the  offender
&  his  restoration  to  useful  &  productive
c i t 1 z en ship .
Third:   the  protection  Bf  society    by
deterring  others  from  the  comL:`!1sE.ion  of  like
offence3 .

estranged  wife. to   d.each.
IT . a yrty +^ ulhFT



-7-
+

.     `Now  we  may   dispose   sun.marlly   of   the   firlst   two.
Because  I  will  r'eadily  admit   that  death  by
electrocution  definitely  ful_fills  the
essential  ingredient  of  -ounishment...  But
we  must  also  concedea  th;,t  when  the  penalt}7   of
a:=ath  is   imposed  rehabilitation  and  riestor'atior.
are  lxposslble.    Thus  it  is...  one  of  the
essentials  of  punishment  ls  missing.".

qiv¥   .The  author  then  adressej himself  ,  as  have  so
many, to   the  questloncarE=fa  whenther  the  death

penalty   serves  a-s  a  warning  to  others?   Does

he  evidence  points   in   t}.ie

captlal  punis`n.nent  dete:'-a  a  ct.imi-Gal   in   the

sl i8ht es t .



-8-
*

And  Just  last  week,   the  State  of  California

in  its  State  aE  Senate  Judiciary  Committee

listened  to  aLfguments  pro  and  con  on   the

Same   issue: .

As  feliabl_y   reported;lan  enfornement

officers  -prdominated  among  wltn:asses  for

retention  of  the  death  peaalty.

The  *overlnor.  of  the  State,   Edmund  a.

Br'own  who  had  granted  a  60  dayxf reprieve   to

Caryl  Chessman  rm[rs    T!meH  tha,t  unl3ss

the  death  penalty  1.Sere  outlawed  by  his

legislature,  Chessman  will  die  on  lufay  2.

Speaking  in  his  guppor!t:  Cllnton  P.  Dug§y
EI

i::::i:e:ifiB:i:L±±:g ::e::I::ny.rs  as  a  Sam  .un
He  offlclated  at  or  was  a  party   to  at  least

150  executions.     This  Has  ti.is   statement:
"There  are  712  men  ln  California  prisons

serving  life  sentences  for  murder.  The5J  did

not  rna-tle  Death  Row  yet   theiri  crimes  '..ler3  worse

ln  many   cas3s  than  those  of  some  men  in  Death
.,

Row.       I`ve  asked  ev.ery  ran  in  the  Rok  during  m}7

years  at  Sam  `auentin  whether  he   thot  of  the

cleat-n  pana.1ty  before  committin6  his  crime  and
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.I  have  y3t  to  hear   the  first  ran  say  he  had."
`]e   told   too  of  a  case  where  net.±]  evidence   in

support   of  a  condemned  man  arr!ived  moments

aftei.   the   trap  door  had  be.=n  si3run8.

Still  the  .Dill  to  outl.avl
e®  fro q

the  death  penalty„#~#rty7:rfe
i,^faat   is  this  strange  irrationality   to  which

we  so  easily  yield?  't-,.'e  lanoti  better..  Not   one

in  a.   thousand  tf..-r.o  support  capital  punishment

would  himself  execute  lt.  Few  will  sit  on

juries  i,``Jher'e  such  a  verdict  might  'oe  reached.

But  we  go  on  hanging,  Sassing  and  electroucing

criminals.t be   sure  we  tl.ave  equally  .!3affllng  amblvaleri.ce

1n  other  arteas. i,.tfesla.*£.hter  mllllons   on   our'
E=

highways  and  go  fight  on  building  more  and
•olgger'  c,ars.

C¥ tmQw   ther:-  are  ha.rmful

substances  in  smoke,   in  food  preservatives,

in  drinks.G¥t  we  go   on   :jsing   them.   i.fe  know

that   our  t¢or'1a's  atmosphere  ln  being  contami-

nated  with  radiation  but  we  go  on  with  so

called  "testing". i.f.,'e   '±now   so   mu.Ch   about

hutnan  behavior  and  yet vse rfe a-. Lf "e
froew  only   retallabion  and  revenge.

ifyre /4rfutry
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No  adult  could  put  lt  more  direcetly

tha.n  a  l_ittle  girl  1n  a  Rsligious  School  in

another  Temple:

Since  only  God  can  give  life,   should

not  he  be   the  onl_y   one   to  ta'±e  it?€u i.   this
I

doesn   t  mean  that  man  ls  not   responsible
-

for   the  murdeJ.a  ant  zEin=  crimes     of  society.
T..Je  can  try   to  prevgnt   instead  of  pun.1shing

Until  t,.,t.3  do  t*,le  have  not  advanced  very   far

in  human  relations -lps   .  :I,I.3  are  still  living

ln   the  Middle  Ag`es  of  Crime  and  Punishznent."

Comes   to  mind  "   Out  of  the  mouths  of

babes  and  suckli.ngs  hast  thou  founded

str.en8th  0  lord.     "  Sur'ely   there  ls  more

wisdom    in  this  child's  view±it  than    that

of  our.  older  ganer'ation  who  cry  for  blood--

when  lt  is  a  `oetter  life  we  see':I.  #flem

=¢drkEivb*,±dej:rife:.

:::::------i-::-:=-:::----:-:---:::-i:-i:\:-:lTTT-
:*--,±1;dr# fty€ ft+ihinptwycedS±kap.And-#•4
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