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-.Hebrew  is  often  a  most  ambiguous  language.

The  opening words  of  tonight's  torah-

portion are  :  Aleh  toldot  yizhak.95EREE±E±
The  bra nslations have  trouble with  those
simple  words.
''These  are  the  generations  of  Isaac"
''These  are  the  progeny  of  Isaac"
"This  is  the  story of  Isaac.''
''These  are  the  descendants  of  Isaac"

All of this to  put into  English the
Single  Word:   lt|o|edotii.     .ti!=r a  ~`

That  word  comes  from  a  Hebrew  root  which

means  to  give birth.  But  itis  a plural. .
each

So you might say that E± translatiorm
REEEE/B8fiething  to  commend ±c  it.  And,

taken together,  all  are  a way of  conEeying

gidea.     That idea is  an  ;important one.
Itis  that the times  are  the people and
the  people  are  the  times.  Our  generation
shapes  us  and we  shape  our  generation.

The  times  al.e  the  people  and  the  people

are  the  times.
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Carlyle  treated the  theme  from the
individual point of view.  But,  in
truth,  we  do  not  ]mow  just  how much

of our characters  are €,haped by the
times  in  which  we  live.    Sftyt  Nor  do

we  ]mow  just  how much  of  the  character

of  our  age  is  determined by  our  own

individual  behavior.

Most  of us  can  remeber when  at  least  we

thought that one  or two  individuals
through their oun, personalities,  thief
goals  exerted immense  influence  on  the
shape  of their times.
Was Hitler really responsible  in the
lttrue  sense  for the horrors  of Naziism?
Was  3oosevelt really the  sole  archetect
of recovery  from  the  Great  Depression?
Was  Churchill  rallying voice  and
dogged  determinism   really resoponsible
for the  survival of Britain and finally
for  the  victory of  the  democracies?
It may be  conveneint  to  think  so.  But

is itfu ,?
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How real  is  it  to  assume  that  one  man--

o.r woman  or,  for  that matter,  child  can
asssre  the  character  of tomrrow's  time  for
a nation,  a  society or a  family?
But  that  is  what  we  have  been  saying.

Aside  from the  stupidities  of  the
electoral  campaign  which would make  an

intelligent moneky blush with  shame

(if Honeys  could blush),    the principals
and their cohorts  regaled us with the
incessnt  theme  song  of  "Promises,  Promises."

So  extravagant were  the  claimes  of  ability
a:lE to  effect  the  solutions  to  the most

complex  world  wide  problems  EEha  that

an  observer  of  our  global  turmoil would
E± think not  that we were  electing  a  mere
President of the United States but I
the  long  awaited messiah himself .

Having  said that we  ar.e  forced to  reflect
t]Eb this week is a Pivotal one in qu
American  History.  We  have  elected  an

American  President  --we hope  for  the  best.
And it was  one  year  ago  that  our  felloe

American citizens  were  taken hostage  in  Iran.
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The  first  event  is  the moat modern,  enlightened
`   soc.ial  process  in the  long history  of mankind.

Thether  one  is  happy with the  elected president
or not,  we  can take pride  in a  civilized

•The  other  event:  the hostages  and  th±ir

detention  from home  and  freedom  is  a  disgrace

to  any people.  Itis  a  throwback  to  medieval

times  with which we  Jews,  at  any rate,  are
well  familira.  We  are  not new to  the  redemptior.

Of hostages.  #vePe for centurie:'{p:=-i-efu
L

targets  of  such  callousness  and madness.
i -_ _,

e president will not be able to  fulfill  evenra
a  scintilla of his promises--  even if he  thinks
he  can.  But we had best  take  the will  for  the
RIE][ a ..,.4:y-.I  ILfa,a fp-{itry€   c,u.-€€ f.. tL.

Th.e  hostages  --  free =or not  and,  curiously,
like  th president are not  exactly masters of
theli  destiny.  Their role in  shaping our times
was  involuntary but nevertheless  like many of
the woes  all  of us  endure  do  demand  self-
discipline,  trust and  even heroism.  They have

given Z2±vef#in strict tmth had such Jcaz#gr
fflftyav
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elicited  from  them)  and  in  so  d&ing

b.fought  to  our nation  and to  all  of us
a  sense  of  pride.  I  hope  we  deserve¥  it.

We  cannot help but be  the better  for  it.
The  times  are  the  people  and  the  people

are  the  times.
I will  dare  to  say that none  of us  could
have  found  the  way to  extricate  the
hostages    from their  EE  imprisionment

without  overwhleming  risk,  penalty
and  danger  for  them  and  our nation.
Weighing that risk   will  be  easy in
hindsight but which of us will  easily or
ethically offer other people'  s  lives
for ours?   Warfare  is terrible  enough

•.1

.-.=f   ;+-**-..i.--- i-.a .` `S*,*%-a
but  selective  exchang`e'  is  sheer  tragedy.

a.~ --.-               `--.-.- r-. -~Tonight we  ought  pay i-'-`tiibute  to  the

people  who  make  our  times.
To  the  newly  elected  pressdent who  will

qucily  discover  that he  too  is  a hostage.
And to  the k5ffi hostages whom we  pray
will be  able  to  find  ,  to  the  end of their
days,  that what  they  endured was  wor th whil
in the  cause  of liberty and helped to
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shape  our  times  fro toward decency and

Peace.

Of  course,  Judaism has  something  classic
to  say of all of this.
Judaism declares  that indichdaul
decision is  an ultimate balue.
"  Do not  follow after  a multitnde  to  do

evil . ''
''chd in the place where  there  are no

men,  try to  act  like  a man."

(?That means,  of course,  to  act ixpcjc
=iE±ex   the part of a moral human

\

being)

EHBffxE
People  are  our  times  and our  times  are

people.    We  are  people.  We,   each  of  us,
can and must  stand up  for right.
That's  the  only honor we  can  give  to
our new president  and to  our hostages
and,  thep,  we  have  honored  ourselves.



Prayer  for  our  Country  and Our  Countrymen
•L,   7   --'Citrc

ghis  night  ,  0  God,  we  give  you  thanks
for   safety and security of our nation.
Here  our worship  ]mows  nothing  of  fear;
our  gather.ing nothing of threat.
We  remember  with  pain  how  so  many  of  our
f ellow Jews  reached  for  the  warmth  and
beauty of  Shabbat with hands  clamped in
chains  azrd   bodies wracked with hunger.

Our' Shabbat is Fat the  spirit of our
had.
Our Land  is  the  Shabbat  of the nations.
Help us,  0  God,  to  feel  at  one with  those
of  our  fellow Americans  far  from the
embrace  of their  families,  blind to  the
smiles  of their  children,  deaf to  the
voices  of  those  they love.    May we  and
they soon rejoice together in thief
homecoming  in E whol3ness  of  mind and
spirit.
Above  all,  Father  of us  all,  make us  ever
consci6us   of what the year o#.=prisiorment
has taught us  all.  Never for a fleeting
moment  let us  be  unarare  of our blessings
here but H nay even the  flaws of our
countr.y be  seen as human frailties  still
subject to  our ability to  erase  them.
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Give  peace  of mind   to  our President

+ that he  conclude his  administration
8ith the  dignity and honor he  deserves.
And to  our President  elect,  our  choice
in freedom,  grant discretion and valor,
wisdom and  stmgth to  carmy on the
American  dream offt'nation to  be  glorified
in the pursuit  of peace  in all  the world.
Bless us  ,  the  governed and the  governing,
the led and the  leaders,  -bless us  and
may we  be  a  blessing.




