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Will  Israel  Save  our  People?
For  thousands  of  years  therquestion Jffi4-£+
anssered  affirmatively  and with  conl-idence.
The  dream  of  a  State  of  Israel  in  one  way
or  another  dominated  the  thoughts  of
prophets  ,   sages,  -poets,  philosophers,
social  scientists  and  dreamers  in Jewish
commmities  all  over  the  world.
The  fact  is  that  it was  Political  Zionism
that broght  the  State  of  Israel  i`nto  being.
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we  live  to  tfaFe  celebrat.SLn
IELdependLapce  Day  for  the  State.3yriE-=istryfr[--Fi¥L€e`%frH.its;itizens__aiiH

of  them,  Jewish  and  non-Jewish,  Jew  ,  Arab,
Christian,  religionists  and  secularists  are
beleaguered.

£Ihe  war  of  Independance  in  in  1948  and  1949
has  never  really  ceased.CThe  state  of  war  is
not just a techBicality;  it is  a reality.

£Fron  the  begirming  there  has  not  been  one  day
of  real  Peace  in  the  land  of  Peace.f hirty  four  years---  a  generation  or  more.
Fewer  and  fewer  are  those  in  the  Land  w-ho
Haw the  birth  of  their  country.CA d all the
rest  ,  as  here,  have  no  pre-Israel  memory!
Gr`eat  ;events  crash  doun  on  the  hearts  and
souls  ol`  those  who  live  through  them.
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what  American rferfu¥ d*eTg not  know where  he
was  and what  he  was  floing  when  Pearl  Harbor
was  attacked. (or- the  dayri when  the  first  atom.-.
bomb  was  dropped.? 4 r when  the  assassin's
bullet  blew  the  lil^e  ou±  of  John Kennedy?

a e  were  all  younger  then,  or  not  bor.n
perhaps;    but  those  ol-us  who  were  mature
must  remember  the  day  the  United  Nations
voted  the  establishsment  of  the  State  of
Israel.

=E iud  so  I  rel-1ect  on  the  life  of  the  State.
And  sosme  questions  and  hooes  arise.r=I

That  day
(

in
remember"

May  of  1948  when  the  radio
#dio?)  brought  the  news,

I  for  one  could not  believe  my  ears.
The  cataclysmic  suddemss  cf   the  birth  of
Israel    appeared to  me  then  and now  as  a  shoci
to  the Jewish Pgpple  and:#' the  Zionist

•1,;organizations
a

one  was  really prepared.
ot  a  single  shred of national  equipment

was  in place:  no  coinage,  no  postage  stamps,
no  uniforms,  no  mane  for  the  State,  no
keal  funds,  no  defences,  no  mobility,
precious  little  food,Card  the  sure  knowledge
which was  correct  that  the  Arab  rmas world
would  attack  the  moment  the  British I
withdrew.

CLess  than  one  year  later  my wife  and  I  were
in  Israel.

Cwe  Were  not  and are  not  ardent  Zionists  in
the  sense  thai: we  believe  that  the  State  of
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Israel  alone  is  the  salvation of  the  Jewish
People . CIt  is  obvious  that had  there  heen
a Jewish  Sta€e  during  the  period  of  the
Nazi  domination  o  f  Europe,  untold numbers
of  our  brothers  and  sisters  BEE  could have
been  saved. ahey  could  also  have  been  saved
if  OUR  country  had  made  of  the  statue  of
liberty  an  open  door  rather than  a  tourist
symbol.

a ill  Israel,save  our  people?  I  don't  know  any
more  because  I  am not  nearly  so  confirdent
about  the  status  of  Jews  among  the  peoples  of
the  world  as  once  I  was.

C!that  has  Israel  done?  TSthat  can  it  do?
Well,  still  the  State  of Israel  runs  true
to  any historical  modelrie#e*itrytro  ancient  times ®a e  war  with  enemies  ±crmmEc  outside  th_.e  Statf`I             __         _

#&#-~-Ou%:ut  sos  does  the  war withing/Jew
CE

goes  On. CB
against  Jew. ;xtrem±st  on  one  side  against
e.utremeist  on  the  other.  But  all  Jews!
Tragic  but  also  in  a  srm.se  assuring.

CFor  those  of  us  ,  those  very  very  few
Americans  who  were  in  Israel  in  1949  or
1950  the  Eu!EH  TV  motion  picture  film
broadcast  only  a  few  days  ago  called  ''Golda"
brought  back  tearful  memories.  Ci{emories

H`J,-\„+`,   --`--I--__`r,Li___   _   _,__    ___`

in the  film of the  early Kibbutz fifegPeere
harsh  and  true  enoughx    ,  with  people  living

d  I  in;st  say th?¥iewsof the  hard life.

in  sparse  concrete  rooms. CBut  we  along  with
many  others  lived  in  tents:  no  plumbing,



no  electricity,
now  and  then  a
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insects  all  over  the  place,

lizard  or  scorion  crawling
in the  n;8ht.
strange  dedication,  a

passionate  stubbormess  to  make  the  State
the  salvation of  the  people.

C es,  there  were  the  dusty  roads  you  saw  in
the  film,  the  creal[y  old  buses  lumbering
along  RE between  the  villages  and  toims,
t±: :1::a:::::L¢;i±.:°:i :::: ::L¥h:°:o::::::

i::p:::::::c::=1:i!iFL+:::::u::Pal:::twhen
and  power.

C hen  it was  a matter  of  claiming  the  land,
removing  the  hula  ERE  lake  and  its  malaria
in  the  north  and ±unning  the  water  through.
a  narrotw  pipe  to  tk.` ¥EEEEEEffi  aeErfu  south.
Back  breaking  heroism.

Heartbreaking  surrender  of  the  land ¢dyorJT##£
CAnd  now  a  different  kind  of  heroism.

with  homes  and  gardens  and military  proSectio=
and  schools,  and oil  resosurces  and roads--~
all  in the  hope  for  peace.

CT
CAD

oday there  is none  of  the  Israel  of  the
40's  left. ericans  like  ourselves  go  to
the  posh American  ijpe  hotels  and  ride  around
in  German  made  air  conditioned  Mecedes  buses.
Out  of  a  miserable  land,  men  and  women  and

children have built  a  country.
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ne  day  a  few  years  ago  when  we  were  in

Israel  with  a  groxp  mostly  from  our  congregatic
I

we  walked  past  a  corner  which  my  wife  recogrliz€

Cltand  I  did not. was  tie  first  place  in which
we  stayed  in  le-1  A..viv when  we  landed  in  the
country  aft,er  the  horre-ndous  flight  from
Rome.CA  ratty  tumbled  down  miserable  buildi
we  would  not  give  a  second  glance  today.
then  it  was  sunptuousJ*,i GapcJii¢9

Rome./'A  ratty  tumbled  down  miserable  building

a
ind i;et we  quarrel.CIhe  Orthodox  establishaer..t

::::Lo:a::: :e::I:-:E-:dd::::eo:i:'=: ::::g::us
as  to  what  the  bordei-`s  sof  the  land  should  be.

¥Tell,  we  all  'mow  the  Land  has  been  built.

E a worst of all:  sacrifices must  still be
Lade.G{ot mony,  not  land,  but  life.

Israel  can  endure  anothe=.
.LIE  it  is  to  be,  "+ho
geneations,  who  HHEEL  wil:
be  the  trained thinkers,

teachers,  poets,

CI  do  not believe  that
slaughter of its youth
will beget tife  future
be  schooled,  who  will
healers,  researchers„
s5ages? Ac> grg^.]R  b~into  .

C! is  said that Israel  is  the  cneter of
wish life.Gt is not.Ge have  a  strange

partnership. LThe  greatest most productive
Jewish  community  is  here  and not  there.

C3 e  contribute  to  each  othel`.  i,ire  are  one  fa
people  not  two.
Will  Israel  save  our  people?  Yes.  If we  also
save  our  people{If we will learn as  the
great  Leo  Baeck  once  said  that Jewish  life
•---- I ....----   I+art   hli^   ^no+are   a_Tid___nLA_+   ^r`Ia                   -_
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e  will  support  our  fellow Jews  wherever  they

live,  here  and in  Israel.  That is  our  destiny.
ut  for heaven's  sakes  ,lets  stop  the  pretense

of  talking  about  Isr.ael  citizens  as  "wew,
let us  cease  the  pretense  of  regarding  ourselv€
as  such passionate  Israelis  from  the
safe  comfort  of  Omaha,   and  New  York  and
Cleveland  and  Los±  Angeles. CfAn  infrequent
visit to  IsraEl   or  even i  a winter  season
there  dows  not  qualify  an¢
feel HE heroic  about  Israel

Ci

American  Jew  to
•CNot until we  share

the  fish,  give  the  life,  decalare  the unequivoc
*E± loyalty to  the  State± incH can we  totall},I

C±::e::¥:b¥:t:b=rt:::Ls:::eth=dt::P::Lyanddreai-d
convincing proof he  had of  life  after  death
was  tie existence  of  th  Zionist  organization!
t's  a  sharp  and barbed  quip;  but  thereis

truth in it.
C he  truth  is we  are  all  Jews.  And  ,  as  in

a  family,  there
us,  but  no  room :#=J=r¥ti¥j¥`fa:r:de:c_:q;:F::i&g
each  other  or  abandonment  of  each  other.

CA generation has past.  Israel  still lives.It is  still the only place on earth that I

;:::c:::h:::ia:Sj:::P:=:a::a::iiferfu
i

jrap  I  in  parting  from  me  said:"Shabbat  Shalom't.
Trivial?  I  think  not.  In  those  two  worHs  Ehe
bridged the cultural,  religious,  social,
nationalistic  gulf  beltween  us.  We  were  rews.
Let  us  sunDort  and  let  us  DrEiv  fhp  +ha  h^^--  -TI£-i


