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will Israel Save our keonleo
For thousands of years the/questlon ¢%él“”
anssered affirmatively and with confidence.
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The dream of a State of Israel in one way
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or another dominated the thoughts of

B = prophets , sages, poets, philosophers,
social scientists and dreamers in Jewish
communities all over the world.

The fact is that it was Political Zionism
that broght the State of Israel into being.

ngow 5&&§eane—ée%e? we live to twe celebratien
Indepeﬁgance Day for the State.

g'i;iw%ﬁ;“éggie aﬁa its citizens--alls
of them, Jewish and non-Jewish, Jew , Arab,
Christian, religionists and secularists are
beleaguered.

<:?he war of Independance mm in 1948 and 1949
has never really ceased.(?he state of war is
not just a techficality; it is a reality.

(i?rom the beginning there has not been one day
of real Peace in the land of Feace.

(iThirty four years--- a generation or more.
Fewer and fewer are those in the Land who
saw the birth of their country.@nd all the
rest , as here, have no pre-Israel memory!
Great ;events crash down on the hearts and

souls of those who live through them.
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What American Hzmx doeg not know where he

was and what he was doing when Pearl Harbor
was attacked.(pf the days® when the first atom:
bomb was dropped?[pr when the assassin's
bullet blew the life out of John Kennedy?

C?e were all younger then, or not born
perhaps; but those of us who were mature
must remember the day the United Nations
voted the establishsment of the state of
Israel.

(ind so I reflect on the life of the State.
And sosme questions and hoves arise.

CThat day in May of 1948 when the radio
(remember“%ﬁéh;gdio?) brought the news,

I for one could not believe my ears.

(:The cataclysmic suddenass & the birth of
Israel appeared to me then and now as a shoci
to the Jewish People andi?g'the Zionist
organizations./No one was really prepared.

(}ﬂot a single shred of national equipment
was in place: no coinage, no postage stamps,
no uniforms, no name for the State, no
keal funds, no defences, no mobility,
precious little food,(and the sure knowledge
which was correct that the Arab wmmXxm world
would attack the moment the British X
withdrew.

CjLess than one year later my wife and I were
in Israel.

C:We were not and are not ardent Zionists in

the sense that we believe that the 3tate of
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Israel alone is the salvation of the Jewish
People.(%t is obvious that had there heen
a Jewish State during the period of the
Nazi domination o f Europe, untold numbers
of our brothers and sisters mmX could have
been saved. C@hey could also have been saved
if OUR country had made of the statue of
liberty an open door rather than a tourist
symbol.

Will Israelsave our people? I don't know any

more because I am not nearly so confident

about the status of Jews among the peoples of

the world as once I was.

What has Israel done? What can it do?

Well, still the State Of;&ffiﬁ} runs true

to any historical model even to ancient times.
(:Ehe war with enemies Xxmmx=sx outside tge State

NU‘&!

goes on.(But sos does the war within} Jew

against Jew.(gxtremést on one side against
extremeist on the other. But all Jews!
Tragic but also in a smense assuring.

(%or those of us , those very very few
Americans who were in Israel in 1949 or
1950 the mmxx TV motion picture film
broadcast only a few days ago called "Golda"
brought back tearful memories. C}emories
of the hard life. Lénd I m;st say EEE?X}GWS

in the film of the early Kibbutz Were
harsh and true enoughX , with people living

P
in sparse concrete rooms.(@ut we along with
many others lived in tents: no plumbing,
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no electricity, insects all over the place,
now and then a lizard or scorion crawling
over your body in the nj;ght.

Ciéuéﬁ%here was a strange dedication, a
passionate stubborness to make the State
the salvation of the people.

Ctes, there were the dusty roads you saw in
the film, the creaky old buses lumbering
along xk= between the villages and towns,
the shsortage of food, milk only for babies
and the elderi&xaﬂa in some of the moshavim
(coperative towns) Em? few hours a day when
the electricity was turned on for light
and power.

(&hen it was a matter of claiming the ladd,
removing the hula kx=x lake and its malaria
in the north and tunning the water through
a narrow pipe to th =mxmik Xm=MXk south.
Back breaking heroism.

ggnd now a different kind of heroisn. W”?L

Heartbreaking surrender of the landoff“ Rt

with homes and gardens and military propectio

and schools, and oil resosurces and roads:
all in the hope for peace.

Cioday there is none of the Israel of the
LO's left.(}mericans like ourselves go to
the posh American p'pe hotels and ride around
in German made air conditioned Mecedes buses.
Out of a miserable land, men and women and

children have built a country.
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ébne day a few years ago when we were in

Israel with a group mostly from our congregatic
we walked past a corner which my wife recognize
and I did not.[ét was the first place in which
we stayed in Tel Aviv when we landed in the
country after the horrendous ¥light from
Rome.(ﬂ ratty tumbled down miserable building
we would not give a second glance today.

Then it was sumptuousl%éwﬂpw¢wmv

(f@ell, we all know the Land has been built.

And yet we quarrel.(?he Orthodox establishment
still hdlds a strangled grip on the religious
life of the peogle.(éhadebate still goes on

as to what the borders sof the land should be.
C}nd worst of all: sacrifices must still be
made.[&ot morey, not land, but life.

Ci do not believe that Israel can endure anothe:
slaughter of its youth.(}f it is to be, who
will beget the future geneations, who WEEX wil
be schooled, who will be the trained thinkers,
healers, researchers,, teachers, poets,
sages? o oel bkl

It is said that Israel is the cneter of

Jewish life.(gf is not.( We have a strange
partnership.(?he greatest most productive
Jewish community is here and not there.

(i@e contribute to each other. We are one Xxx
people not two.

Will Israel save our peosle? Yes. If we also
save our people.(?f we will learn as the

great Leo Baeck once said that Jewish life

v o~ 2Termerm WAaA FwA ~Anetera and not _aone
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ok C}e will support our fellow Jews wherever they
" * live, here and in Israel. That is our destiny.

<:$ut for heaven's sakes , lets stop the pretense
of talking about Israel citizens as "we'",
let us cease the pretense of regarding ourselve
as such passionate Israelis from the
safe comfort of Omaha, and New York and
Cleveland and Losx Angeles.(i@n infrequent
visit to Israel or even X a winter season
there dows not qualify ang, American Jew to
feel kx heroic about Israelu<§ot until we share
the rishk, give the life, decalare the unequivoc
Izayx loyalty to the Statex m=xm can we totall:
identify with Israeli life and hopes and drear
It was Abba Eban who said tht the only
convinecing proof he had of life after death
was tle existence of th Zionist organization!
It's a shapp and barbed quip; but thereis
truth in it.
The truth is we are all Jews. And , as in
a family, there iiu:gggwggf(gigggﬁiggfqggfgfi
us, but no room fog«destructive acts against
each other or abandonment of each other.
A generation has past. Israel still lives.
It is still the only place on earth that I
:now of where , as happened to meéhicﬂh&£1“¢>
policemgn who had just threatered $e-errsst
B2 X in parting from me said:"Shabbat Shalom".
Trivial? I think not. In those two worRks =he
bridged the cultural, religious, social,

nationalistic gulf beltween us. We were Jews.
Let us suwvport and let us prav for tha.oesee—ess



