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Better  the_n.  tile  Ho.filyiirood  Bible  movies.

Luthur  the  moving  figure  of  t`ne  reformation
Champion  of  revolt  agains*±  the  authority
of  the  C8bholic  Church.
And  its  abuses.

pr+evie  portrays  him  as    a  sensitive  religious
spirit  thth  a  stt]bborn will  that  does  not
allow  his  ouni  conscience  to  be  moved  from
its  honest  course./ It  is  hard  for  mod3rns
to  appreciate  the  cour.age  a  strength  of
spirit  which  must  have  been  required. for
a  man  such  as  Luthur     to  strike  out  against
the  injustices  and  established  tr'aldtlons  of
the  cti.urch.  For   the  mood  of  the  medieval  ages
was  far  different  from  ours:

1.  Church  was  supreme
2.  Chur'ch  cori.trolled  political  forces.
3.  Era  of  mysticism  ,   fear  a  super'sti-

tion,•l`he  p3anltles  for  opposing  forces  like  this
were  severe  and  final.

~It  was  into  such  an  atmosphere  thah  Luthuf  moved.
Luthur  was  a  deeply  rell8ious  man,  a  scholar,
a  philosopher.,   an  extr`aordinary  orator[er  with
a  flai.r  for  reasoning  and  -Logic.   |HaLving

revolted  from  the  study  of  Law,  he  became  first
a  monk  and  ultimately  an  ordained  Roman  Ca`hholic
priest. ./But  even  the  vowsof  the  pr'1esthood  did

not  fetter  tha  freedom  of  his  mind.

The  story  of  the  Reformation  which  resulted  from
his  unorthodox  convictions  and  the  attacks  he
leveled  against  the  corruption  of  his  cb.urch,
is  well  known.
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`But  there  ar.e  important  sldellghts  --  for  us--
on  `t`.rie  life  of  Luthur  not   so  well  known.  and  not
presented  in  th3  motion  oicture  or  ln  most
popular  blographles  of  the  r`ef@r'mer...XT=ven   some
schloafly  ar.ticle£`  omit  any  reference  to  the
direct  imt]act  H±ffl  which  Lufhur  and  his  movemen
had  upon  -the  Jews. Jirfactors
eiffe-€  uponb:a:8£:w:h:fR:£:r¥:i:?n  to  ±H=_

::::.9nL¥###dfva-1=t¥
lyThvilt8hpLe.v"

L*  fa  Renewed  interest  ln  Hebrew  and  t-ne  Bible
because  of  Pr-eferkorn    aLt±acks  on£
Jews  and  Talmud  ani  the  Reuchlin  defence

7laJt-     Reuchlin  ---  recommended  professors
of  Hebrew  in  the  &er.man  universities.

Tb_is  plus  Refor'mation  emphasis  on  Bible
hade  interest  inHebr'ew  and  in  Jews  grieat.

Af ten  the  terrible  abuse  they  lrad  suffered  in  the
Pfer'ko):.n  -Reuchlin  contFovers-=y,   Jews  were

instilled  with  n5w  hope  wfaen  the  lea.der  of  the
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And  ln  one  of  hi.a  works  entitled
Jesus  Was  Born  a  JewE  he

worte   this:

T~ riaFo°Ei #e#
This  apparent  liberalism  H was  not  entir'ely
without  EalH  motive.  Mor.e  lit±ely  Jews  1.Jould
conver't  thru  kindness  than  thru  force.
Luthru  also  believed  that  once  the  church  was
rid  of  its  faults--all  nan-Xtlans  would  floclt{  to
Convert.    This  a  txpica|  medieval  corice?t   ef  rel.

itrfu..7#=#ffRgth#ha.



+al?-at ever theri#t
-3-

ivations  Luthur  was  at  this
tim.6  favorably  disposed  toward  the   Jews.

-And his  own e"phas±  on hhe  Bible  plus  the
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whoE=a  to  ±earn  =ebreTd.          Lutbur  ±imsel#3

1©arat  HebreH  in  order  to  penetrate    more
deepiF  into the  fflaEning  3f  Scri:Itrire.
So  pupular  thatthere  were  nee   enuf  Hebrew  bible:
Bombers  :  rabbinic  bibles.
Such  then  was  the  attitude  of  Luthur  in  his
eapiy  years  at  the  gheight  of  his  controversy
wihhE thecathoiic  cht3rch.
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with  advancing  age,   disaDDointed  t#ith  tine
failt]re  of  the  Je.¥tish. coinunitF  to  convert
en  masse  t.3  a  liberlized  form  of  EEiaaity  and
perhaps  wonn  Out  erith  his  ofatn  disputations  ,
LuthHP  5oined  even  with  HB    his  ohm  mop±al
enemF  Dp.  Johr.  Eck  to  belabor  and attack  the
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indescribabE  hatred  and  incentive  to  attacL-
tlpon  the  Jews. *+¥afith  ever  iricreaging  virulence
his   serlf,ons  heaped  e3ftreme   upon  exteeme   until
but   a  few  days  before  his  death  he  EE±±=-led  t`rith  his  listeners  to  drive  the  JeHs

porn t ilo  Land.

Thtts  is  shoim to  us  fa  the  curious  duality
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ciiampion  of  ti-utb  and  purveyor  of  falsehood.
The  same  lips tr=  that   said:"CEristinas  have  treated  the  J®Bs  as  if
they were  dogs  not  znen`.'    tilso   said:"If  the  €ews  refuse  to  be  oonvepted  ,  we  ougife      +
not  to  suffer  t`daem  or  bear With  them  any  longer.
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Such  is  the  nystepy  of  one  of  the  greatest
minds  in religious  history.  A  man  who
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by  sheep  for}ee  of  EEri
cot]1d  overgtep  --  far
fals8hoodsb:fj:±g±±Ire.. JBI±±±±a      '        y

es{>{=r.fl±]±&¥ricogpga± ere Ha s -
despite  himselfr pulled back  into  the

mire  of  medieval  hatred  and  oppression

of  the  Jewish  people.

It  is  a  tribi]te  tothe  generations  of  the
movement  tEalt  Ltltkur    founded,  that  the

bpillianee  of  the  man  becagrie  tie  f oundtion
Qf  .'be   Church  and  the  bigotpF  of  his  time
even from  ±±is  own  lips  -rfas  all  but  forgotten
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Gad,   deserves  to  live  in  the  in+indspriest  08
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