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The spirit and mood of this occasion would
by any fair measure of judgement seem to call

for almost anyone else on earth %o speak at
i waima ‘ ib.'-r: WA f'mn._.,}z(
this time but me./I know the shairman of your
4".‘.‘ LowalL ormim
Program committegﬂand your chairman of the day

has introduced me with extraordirry grace.
ZEPt’ really, what in the world is a rabbi
if he be in his right mind doing even sharing
o
& Christmas program./Most of all I am pro-
foundly appreciative of the friendship and
i 1 et
understading of Howard Dooley who dcee=Sedong

selilall ¥ s, Jor §riiens
hexe and who will bring you & Christmas

message that comes from the heart and will

find its way to the heart...éiz is , to my

mind, the spirit of Christmas that is exempli-

fied both in Howard and in the generosity of
Gheo 2 Xios

most of youAtbat accords recognition to me

‘;‘ ¥ 7/0?-"
and , thru me, to the otherx meemberngfray

faith, m@ the truth is that
¥hile we Jews have no religious connection
with Xk Christmas, we cannot help but be
affected by the atmosphere of putuality that
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pervades these days.( All of us wish that

such would kexxkex fypify the relationships
of human encounter in all areas long
beyound this season. épd knows we need it.
éfEft I am trying to say is that while I
confess to being quite outside the
religious significance of Christmas as such,
('Ye Jews are not unaware of the meaning of
Chrissmas or insensitive to the profounder
meanings of the £ixx day celebrating the
birth of Jesus who is regarded as the
Savior by Christians.éffg it is only in
recent times that , with direct acknowledg-
ment of the exterior position of the Jew
in relation to Xmas <ifﬁft there has finally
come about a mutual recognition of each

other's unique positionsi That is tribute
A2 o3/l

to a new sense of the &ﬁéé@gess of the

separate faiths and is, in my judgement,
a far more honest and stable basis for
friendly feeiings and workable respect

thal that which directly or indirectly
o &1 acid
implies that h must be conditioned

oy WA, o prtshis onitty yion
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Practically speaking, it is an historical
accident that Xmas and the Jewish festival
of Channuka are celebrated azx at the same time
of year.?While there is no connection between
the two in mood or circumstance,[zggreis
something which impresses me and which I think
is appropriate for me to point out to you
today..JAEven as you have begun the celejratic
—
of Xmas with the kindling of lights and with
song,(fg last night in my home and in the home
of my co-reliongists, we too began tEE~<he
celebration of Channuka --the festival of

(e il oy o fmkt W by P
Dedlcatlont\fgggqthe Kindlgin of candles and

with traditio song. ... Our clebration
C’;M/UR~JK’L_

for the next eight days ewsesiwshe—ws=yhr on

historic occasion that *ems ante-dates

7 LPuaed 26% 70 -
1stmas.(We rejoice that in Maccabean times,

the power of the Syxax Syrian tyrant and his
armies was not able to conquer the a small
population of Jews who insisted on their
right to practice their falth in accordance
Vi %’"’A [.‘—'Cﬁ'.(_ f«bc/&- lt—id&.&/
with the tradij;tion of thelr fathers. The

Maccabean victory and the rededication ofa

. defiled Temple in Jerusalem is clebrated by
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) additional
)y the kindling of axzmzxEsi¥e candle EIzRXAITRXX

xxRxZRE in the Channuka candelabrum for =axk

-

tight successive nights. And we sing the old

iymn: Rock of Ages, let our song

Praise thy saving power;
Thou amidst the raging foes;
Wqst our sheltering tower.
Purious they assainled us,
But Thine arm availed us,

And thy word

Broke their swozd
When our own strength failed us.

'he details are not importnat here and now.(ﬁut
)he general mood and message is.( Consider the

rontrast, or, if you will , the compliment,
—————

‘epresented by the two holidays and the two
raditions <_Ers is a =X=k celbratlon of group
urvival.\Christmas is the beginning of what
iecomes in Christianity personal salvation”4f?

E;s is rooted not in mystery but in the

wents of history‘unless one consideres the very
mdurance of the Jewish People a mystery in itself
Tritmas appeals to the inner mystery of spirit
nd its application to kx=xx history here and now .,
n the Channuka sotry there is no hero but the
;wish People and God working thru Ekx=zxmxy the

‘edeption of that people.(}g The Christmas ssory,
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the birth of tnisisSimx is the story of

the beginning of the heroic par excellence
in the redemption of each who holds that
child to be his savio?/yChannuka recalls
Mt. Sinai where was revealed the moral law
for all menuégpristmas presages Calvary
whereon the personal xezmpiimwx redemption
of k= each confessor was assured.449

(lyyihh is which? What is true? I know which

¥ L s /V%véx.{jr?s';
captivates my mind and soul and aesisesr.

(;Egt I suggest to you that both are necessary
to our world and to our spiritual condition.

<;Egat which speaks of society and that which
calls the individual ;.that which zaxx is
voiced in the mystery of mmExxy poetry and
that which re=ewieioh ties us to history;

( that which demands of this life and that
which hopes for life etermal. Not contra-
dictions but comp;iments'inot confliting
faiths but the strongest of spiritual allies.
We have kindled two candles-- which give g
to all of us one Light: the Light of decency.
of hope, of the worth of man, of the promise

of a better world .
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* To all of us our Channuka hymn sings:
Children of fhe martylkrace

Whether free or fettered,
Wake the ekhoes of the songs,

Wherémye may be scattered.

Yours the mssage cheering,
That the time is nearing

Which shall see
A1l men free,

Tyrants disappearing.




