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The  spirit  and mood  of  this  occasion  would

by  any  fair measure  of  judgement  seem  to  call

for almost

this  time  but me.
fo

else  on  earth  do

=ifencot,.:rd;#€;+:ysi£:¢::¥ct::ur
EHE,,-

Progran  committee  and  your  chairman  of  the  day
RI

has  introduced me  with  extraordiny  grace.

£ut,  really,  what  in  the world  is  a rabbi
if he  be  in lis  right mind  doing  even  sharing
a  Ohristras  program. Most  of  all  I  am  pro-

foundly  appreciative  of  the  friendship  and
al.;_ ¥3 Lu.±rf.

underst?dingofHowardDooleywhod=======:±T=±=±+g
qurfu=`V±{i/y#¥iiii bring you a   Christras

message    that  comes

find  its  way  to  the
mind,  the  spirit  of
fled  both  in Hoirard

from  tbe  Heart  and  will

heart . . . i]H is  ,  to  my

Christhas  that  is  exempli-
and  in  tbe  generosity  of

tzL* fu+ XtL-
most  of  you  that  accords  recognition  to  me

A

and  !  thru  me,  to  the  otherE meemb9rch;fi:i"ray
A

faith,i---a-.../Fo= the  truth is  that
mile  we  Jews  have  no  religious  cormection

with  ±±  Christmas,  we  carmot  Help  but  be

affected  by  the  atmosphere  of Bufuality  that
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pe~Trades  these  days.de i  of us  wish  that
such would  EEfihH  typify  the  relationships
of human  encounter  in all  areas  long

beyound  this  season

4¥
•4=d knows  we  need  it.

i  I  am  trying  to  say  is  that while  I
confess  to  being  quite  outside  the

religious  significance  of  Christhas  as  such,

Lw

Hcrfe

e  Jews  are  not  unaware  of  the  meaning  of

Christhas  or  insensitive  to  the profounder

meanings  of  the  fir  day  celebrating  the

birth  of  Jesus  who  is  regarded  as  the

Savior  by Christians. REF it  is  Only  in
recent  times  that  ,  with  direct  ac]mowledg-

ment  of  tbe  exterior  position  of  the  Jew

in relation to Has ".,.; thai  there has  finally
come  about  a mntual  recognition  of  eacb

other' s  unique  positions

to  a  new  srmrse  of  the

that  is tribute
s  of  the

separate  faiths  and  is,  in my  judgement,

a  far more  honest  and  stable  basis  for

friendly  feelings  and workable  respect
thai that whicb directly or  indirectly
implies  that
by

h must  be  conditioned

c€,fty~ harf u .seed{®thffffifh
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Practically  speaking,  it  is  an historical
accident  that  Xmas  and  the  Jewish  festival

of  Cha]mulga  are  celebrated  aE  at  the  same  time

of  year{jLthile  there  is  no  cormection between

the  two    in mood  or  circumstance,{±±;ereis

something which  impresses  me  and which  I  think

is  appropriate  for me  to  point  out  to  you

today. . /.Even as  you  have  begun  tbe  celeBratic-
of Xinas  with  the  kindling  of  lights  and  with

song,{=±  last  night  in  my  home  and  in  the  home

of my  co-reliongists,  we  too  began  i#.qfti
CZL

of Chamnuka  --tife  festival  of

#L®thgiveey4k#iginofcdyanffrIrfprduort.A

with tradition ;£ng. .i,;fife.rfi.io£
for  the  ne]rf  eight  days  l=F=r=r-=:r-L==il-  an

historic  occasion that !ng ante-dates
chrfs#:;.ife&iejoice  that in race?bean times ,
the power  of  the  fi¥E±  Syrian  tymnt  and  his
armies  was  not  able  to  conquer  the  a  small

population  of  Jews  who  insisted  on  their
right  to practice  their  faith  in accordance
withthetrad¥t#:4o¥t¢:.r`r.#e::¥p4h'#
"faccabean victoHr and  the  rededication  ofa
defiled  Temple  in Jemsalem  is  clebrated  by
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additioml

jy  the  kindling  of  a=EHRE=rfee  candle  =REhmfaH±x

isRE±gfa±    in  the  Channuka  candelabrum,  for  EEk

}ight  successive  nights.  And  we  sing  the  old

Lynn:  Rock  of Ages,let  our  song
Praise  thy  saving  power;
Ihou  amidst  the  raging  foes;
West  our  sheltering  tower.
Furious  they  assainled us,
But  Thine  arm  availed us,

And  tby  word
Broke  their  swo±d

When  our  own  strengtb  failed  us.

!he  details  are  not  importhat  bere  and  now.CEut

=e  general mood  and  message  is.drnsider  the

!ontrast,  or,  if  you  will  ,  the  compliment,

illill

TepresentedbythetwLg£g±±£±i±£±]£±E±=andthe±xp

;raditions
)-ival® illEE

s  is  a E±E±  celbration  of  group

istras  is  the  begirming  of what
iecomes  in  Christianity personaLl  salvation

lnrs  is  rooted  not  injELystery  but  in  the

ivents  of  history un.less  one  consideres  the  very

!ndnrance  of  tbe Jewisb People  a mystery  jm  itself

}hrithas  appeals  to  the  irmer nystery of  spirit
JP

md  its  application to ± history Here  and now%
h  the  Channuka  sotry  there  is  no  hero  but  the
[ewish People  and  God working  thin ±E¥  the

redeption  of  that  people. the  Christmas  s8ory,
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`` `the  birth  of  ±±£££¥E=±=]!!E]±     is  the   story  of

the  begirming  of  the  heroic  par  excellence

in  the  redemption    of  each wbo  holds  that

child  to  be  his Chan±;±±±a    recalls

Mt.  Sinai  where  was  revealed  the  moral  law

for all men.d ristmas  presages  Calvary

wbereon  the  personal redemption

of  ±ha  each  confessor res  assured.;4¢

.'---J'  -,.I-I

caLptivates  my mind  and  soul  and .J{±=_a-. ``
Bnt  I  su.ggest  to  you  that  both  aLre  necessary

i]ch  is  which?  What  is  true?  I  know  which
.       .i prizqu.~wut^,`giv

to  our world  and  to  our  spiritual  condition®

HE\ i  whicb  speaks  of  society  and  that  which

calls  the  indivichlal  ; that which Eff  is
voiced  in the  nystery of =E=+± poetry and
t]rat which ±=LL`„±i33h ties us  to  history;

CJ at  which demands  of  this  life  and  that
which hopes  for  life  etemal.•'±t  contra-
dictions  but  compiineuts.{j±gt  confliting
faiths but  the  strongest  of spiritual  allies.

L€ have  kindled  two  candles-  whicb give

to  all  of us  one  Light:  the  Light  of  decency,

of  hope,  of  the  wortb  of  man,  of  the  promise

of  a better world  .
_ _________   _._ .-.--------  _ ----.--- ____-_-__-._-__-_ --.--- _=====-+ ----------..---------.
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Io 'ali  of  us  otir  Chanzmka  hymn  sings:

Children  of  fhe martyRrace
Whether  free  or  fettered,
Wake  the  ebhoes  of  the  songs,

.yd+

Where  ye  may  be  scattered.

Yours  the  mssage  cheering,
]hat  the  time  is  nearing

Thicb  shall  see
All  mefl  free,

Iyramts  disappearing.


