SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
DECEMBER 2 3 1
1 Sisterhood Adult Education
Midrashah 10-12 Noon 10-11:30 am. Bagels and Bible 9:30-10:15 a.m
Shabbat Service 10:30 am.
Bar Mitzvah of Jonathan Gates
Religious School & Dinner Religious School Chanukah Family Dinner 6 p.m.
Bible Quiz Study 5-6 p.m. Grades 3-6 4-6 p.m. Chanukah Family Service
Hebrew Club 6-6:30 p.m. Synagogue 2000 7-9 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
Grades 7-11 6-8:30 p.m. Jewish Film Class 7-8:30 p.m.
Jewish Philosophy 7-8:30 p.m. Kol Rina Choir 7:15-9 p.m. Light 1st Candle Light 2nd Candle
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Religious School Parent/Toddler Class JYG Dinner 6-6:30 p.m. Sisterhood Adult Education | Jewish Spirituality 9:30-11 a.m. | Bagels and Bible with Scholar
Pre-Kindergarten-Grade 6 9:30-11:15a.m. Religious School 10-11:30 a.m. Shabbat Comes to You @ 9:30-10:15 a.m.
10-Noon Chumash Bemidbar Class Grades 7/8 6:30-8:30 p.m. Remington Heights 3:45 p.m. Shabbat Service & Scholar
Cradle Roll Chanukah 10-11:30 am. Grade 9-12 Hebrew Club @ JCC 10:30 a.m.
Celebration 10:30 a.m. 56 p.m. Religious School
Prayer Assembly 11:30 a.m. Family School 6:15-8:15 p.m. | Grades 9-12 & Dinner @ JCC Grades 3-6 4-6 p.m. Tot Shabbat 7 p.m.
AA, Alanon & Gamblers 12-Step 6-8:30 p.m. Jewish Film Class 7-8:30 p.m. | Shabbat Service & Scholar-in-
TIYPO Chanukah Party @ One 7:30 p.m. Jewish Philosophy 7-8:30 p.m. Kol Rina Choir 7-9 p.m. Residence 8 p.m. Scholar-in-residence 5 p.m.
Pacific Place 4-7 p.m.
Light 3rd Candle Light 4th Candle Light 5th Candle Light 6th Candle Light 7th Candle Light 8th Candle
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Religious School Parent/Toddler Class Sisterhood Adult Education Bagels and Bible 9:30-10:15 a.m|
Grades Pre-Kindergarten-Grade 3 9:30-11 am. 10-11:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 10:30 a.m.
& Grades 5/6 10-Noon Chumash Bemidbar Class
Grade 4 @ Blumkin Home 10-11:30 a.m.
Scholar-in-Residence
10 a.m. Religious School Religious School
OTYG Family Pizza Sale Family School 6:15-8:15 p.m. Hebrew Club 5-6 p.m. Grades 3-6 4-6 p.m.
12 Noon AA, Alanon & Gamblers 12-Step| ~ OTYG Dinner 6-6:30 p.m. Jewish Film Class 7-8:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Grades 7-12 6:30-8:30 p.m. Kol Rina Choir 7-9 p.m. Shabbat Service 8 p.m.
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Chamash Bemidbar Class Midrashah 10-Noon Bagels and Bible 9:30-10:15 a.m|
10-11:30 a.m. Shabbat Service 10:30 a.m.
No Religious School
Board of Trustees Meeting
7:30 p.m.
AA, Alanon & Gamblers 12-Step No Religious School
7:30 p.m. Jewish Film Class 7-8:30 p.m.
No Family School No Religious School Kol Rina Choir 7-9 p.m. Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.
26 27 28 29 30 31 TANUARY
1
Bagels and Bible 9:30-10:15 a.m|
No Religious School Shabbat Service 10:30 a.m.
No Family School
AA, Alanon & Gamblers 12-Step No Religious School
7:30 p.m. No Religious School Kol Rina Choir 7-9 p.m. Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.
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Worship Services

Friday, December 3
7:30 p.m.

Family Chanukah Service
Temple Tones

Oneg Shabbat sponsored by
the Women of Reform Judaism

Saturday, December 4
9:30-10:15 a.m.
“Bagels and Bible

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Bar Mitzvah of
Jonathan David Gates
son of Linda and Harry Gates

Torah Portion: Vayeshev
Genesis 37:1-40:23

Friday, December 10
7 p.m.

Tot Shabbat
8 p.m.

Scholar-in-Residence
Dr. Ruth Langer
“From Temple to Synagogue:
Connecting and Rededicating
Ourselves to Jewish
Sacred Space”

Oneg Shabbat sponsored by
the Congregation of Temple Israel
in celebration of the 50th Birthday

of Rabbi Aryeh Azriel

(continued on page 2)

Scholar-in-Residence Dr. Ruth Langer

S i B

One of this year’s study topics,
prayver, will be greatly enhanced by our
Scholar-in-Residence this weekend, Dr.
Ruth Langer.

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA, Dr.
Langer discovered Jewish Studies at Bryn
Mawr College. The discovery was partly
accidental, but was also a result of a built-
up frustration with not having learned
enough about her own heritage - religious,
historical, cultural - as a child.

Deciding that she wanted to work
with a broad range of people, Dr. Langer
enrolled at Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion in Cincinnati where
she received her rabbinic ordination.
Because a significant part of her passion
for Judaism has always involved studying it
and teaching it, Dr. Langer decided to
continue her studies at HUC-JIR where
she received her Ph.D. in Jewish Liturgy.

She is currently an Assistant Professor
of Jewish Studies at Boston College.

(Continued, on page 2)

“To Worship God Properly”
December 10-12

Friday, December 10
8 p.m. Sanctuary
“From Temple to Synagogue:
Connecting and Rededicating Ourselves
to Jewish Sacred Space”
Oneg Shabbat in Honor of
Rabbi Azriel’s 50th Birthday following

Saturday, December 11
9:30 a.m. Milder Center
Bagels and Bible Torah Study

10:30 a.m. Sanctuary
“Celebrating Torah!”
Shabbat Morning Service
5 p.m. Milder Center

“Creating Sacred Time in Judaism:
Havdalah-Fruit and Cheese Reception

Sunday, December 12
Friedman Social Hall
“Pray for God’s Sake”
Bagel Brunch

10 a.m.

This program is made possible through The
Hermene Zweiback Center for Lifelong
Jewish Learning. All events are open to the
community at no charge.

Rabbi Azriel is 50!

Let’s help him blow
out the birthday candles

Oneg Shabbat
see page 3




(worship services continued)
Saturday, December 11
9:30-10:15 a.m.
“Bagels and Bible” with
Scholar-in-Residence

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Scholar-in-Residence
Dr. Ruth Langer

Torah Portion: Miketz
Genesis 41:1-44:17

Friday, December 17
8 p.m.

Sermon
Rabbi Debbie Stiel

Oneg Shabbat sponsored by
the Women of Reform Judaism

Saturday, December 18
9:30-10:15 a.m.
“Bagels and Bible”

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Torah Portion: Vayigash
Genesis 44:18-47:27

Friday, December 24
5:30 p.m.

D’var Torah
Rabbi Aryeh Azriel

Saturday, December 25

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Torah Portion: Vayechi
Genesis 47:28-50:26

Friday, December 31
5:30 p.m.

D’var Torah
Rabbi Debbie Stiel

Saturday, January 1
9:30-10:15 a.m.
“Bagels and Bible”

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Torah Portion: Shemot
Exodus 1:1-6:1

Welcome New Members

Michelle and Stuart Kazor
Kim and James Simon

(Scholar-in-Residence, Conti d)

Dr. Langer states, “My choice of field
was a combination of a fascination with
rabbinic literature and its methodologies,
an interest in what makes Judaism tick and
the fact that I wanted to study with Dr.
Jakob J. Petuchowski. The latter
especially led me to the study of Jewish
liturgy.”

Dr. Langer is the author of numerous
articles and reviews as well as a book
titled, To Worship God Properly:
Tensions Between Liturgical Custom
and Halakhah in Judaism.

The question about what makes
Judaism work as a religion drives Dr.
Langer’s writing and research and
underlies the fascinating topics for this
weekend’s discussions.

Time Change:

Shabbat Evening Worship Service will
be at 5:30 p.m. December 24 and
December 31.

Birthday Blessings
Family Service

December 3 7:30 p.m.

Children who celebrate their birthdays
during the month of December will be
invited to the Bima for a special blessing at
the Chanukah Family Service.

Tree of Life

Commemorating the joyous moments
in families’ and friends’ lives.

The following leaf has been added to
our Tree of Life:

In Celebration of Life and Love of
Martha C. and Wm. Z. Cherniss
Love, your daughter, LetaRae
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Mi Shebeirakh, the prayer for
physical and emotional healing, is
recited at the Friday evening Shabbat
service. If you are ill and would like a
mi shebeirakh recited on your behalf,
please call the Temple office (556-

6536) before noon, Fridays, so the
congregation may offer its prayers for
you. ®
If you know another person who [
needs the same, please ask the [(]
individual for permission to read [{

his/her name before calling the office. [4
&OOOOOOOGOO@OO

Important Tax Notice

In order to be included on the 1999
tax information letter you receive from
Temple, your payment must be received in
the Temple office by Monday, January
3, 2000.

Welcome

“The giving of Torah happened at
one specific time, but the receiving
of Torah happens all the time, in
every generation.”

Meir Alter, the Gerer Rebbe

We welcome Susan Katelman who
has recently chosen Judaism:

May she go from strength to strength!

Aryeh Azriel . .. ....... .. ... Rabbi
Debbie S. Stiel ............. Rabbi
Jennifer G. Blum .......... Cantor
Dorothy Spizman . .Executive Director
Iris J. Ricks . ...... Program Director
Joan Cooper ... ... Religious School
Coordinator

Elyce Azriel . . . .. Middle/High School
Director

Stephanie and
Barry Grossman . . . .Youth Advisors

Paul Epstein . ........... President
Spencer Brookstein . .Vice President
Sally Kaplan . ....... Vice President
Dr. Michael Walts . . . .Vice President
Andi Willensky . ......... Secretary
Dennis DePorte . ........ Treasurer

Dr. Larry Roffman . . . .Past President
Wendy Goldberg . . .WRJ-O President
Marc Delman . . .Men'’s Club President
Whitney Taxman . ..OTYG President

Kudos to Jane Rips,
UAHC Biennial Program Chairman

In just two weeks, 4500 delegates and
their families, representing more than 800
Reform dJewish congregations in the U.S.
and Canada, will meet in Orlando, Florida
for the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations (UAHC) Biennial.

And Temple member and past
president Jane Rips will see the
culmination of more than two
years’ work as the Biennial Program
Committee Chairman.

She has been responsible for all
programming aspects of this Biennial,
including decisions on topics, speakers and
facilitators; what the music is and who
provides it; the nuts and bolts of planning
hundreds of workshops that cover the
gamut of synagogue activities and needs;
and Shabbat dinners, worship and
havdalah.

All programming relates to the 1999
Biennial theme, “Realizing God’s Promise:
Reform Judaism in the 21st Century.”

Laymen, rabbis, cantors and
educators will share their expertise. Israeli
politician Yossi Belin, feminist and
Conservative Jewish author Alice Shavli,
and Bishop Desmond Tutu are among the
scheduled speakers.

Jane is currently President of the
UAHC Midwest Council and is a UAHC
board member. She was recently
nominated to be one of ten officers
comprising the UAHC Executive Board.
Election will be at the Biennial, December
15-18.

We share her family’s pride and
extend our Mazel Tov to Jane for this
national recognition of her decades of hard
work and devotion to Reform Judaism.

Temple Israel delegates are: Rabbi
Aryeh Azriel, Elyce Azriel, Paul Epstein,
Wendy Goldberg, Stephanie Grossman,
Ducky Milder, Lori Miller, Lee Needelman,
Iris Ricks, Jane Rips, Mimi Rogers,
Dorothy Spizman and Keri Workman.

Happy Birthday, Dear Rabbi —
Happy Birthday to You!

Come wish Rabbi Azriel
Happy Birthday at an
Oneg Shabbat
December 10
following services

Hermene Zweiback Center For Lifelong Jewish Education
Grab your Adult Education Brochure and your calendar and plan your education
for the beginning of the millennium!

January
*New 11 Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
*New 20 Thursday, 7 p.m.
21 Friday, 8 p.m.
23 Sunday, 10 a.m.
February
4 Friday, 8 p.m.
5 Saturday, 7 p.m.
10 Thursday, 10 a.m.
13 Sunday, 10:15 a.m.
March
3-5
8 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
24 Friday, 8 p.m.
April
2 Sunday, 10 a.m.
9 Sunday, 10 a.m.
12 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
13 Thursday, 10 a.m.
28-30

Muystical Places in the Heavens on Earth-Introduction to Kabbalah

Jewish Journey Group-Ancient Israel
Sabbath of Song

Beyond Schindler’s List: The Holocaust From a Different Angle

Sermon by Richard Freund - “The Life and Thought of Sidney H. Brooks”

Jews on View: Movies and Havdalah
Music of the Siddur (SAE)
Jewish History

Scholar-in-Residence Dr. David Ellenson and Congregational Shabbat Dinner
“Ancient Traditions: Modern Life Expressions: The Teaching of

Jewish Values” with Rabbi Aaron Panken
Jazz Shabbat with Mark Bloom

“Stereotypes and Misconceptions of Jews and Christians and What
to do About Them” with Rabbi Norman Cohen

Richard Freund - “The Five Greatest Women of Jewish History:
Deborah, Beruriah, Dona Garcia, Gluckel of Hameln, Golda Meir”

“Stress: It Affects Teens, Too!”
Jewish Identity in Literature (SAE)

Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Joseph Telushkin

*Come try the first session. No pre-registration needed.
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Great for Chanukah Shopping and Gifts!
Proceeds go to Temple’s Camp Scholarship fund
Call the Temple office, 556-6536, to set up a standing order

Please send me the following certificates:

OPTION: Please begin a standing charge to my VISA/Mastercard.

Store # Certificates Total Cost # Certificates Total Cost Charge
Bag nSave ____ $10 $ x $10 $
Barnes &

Noble — x$10 $ x $10 $ Weekly
Bakers _  x$25 $ x $25 $ Monthly
The Gap _ x$2 $ x $20 $ Quarterly
USave __ x$%$25 $ x $25 $
Hy-Vee = . x$25 $ x $25 $
Younkers _ x$25 $ x $25 $
Younkers — x$100 $ x $100 $
Mediteranean

Bistro —  x$%20 $ — x$20 $

Plus postage (choose one) Postage
Regular ~ $.50 $— Regular $ ———
Certified $1.50 $— Certified $ —
Total $ Total $

NAME PHONE

ADDRESS ZIP

___ Enclosed is my check, payable to Temple Israel.
— Please charge my VISA or Mastercard (circle one.) Signature

Account # Expiration Date

Mail to Temple Israel, 7023 Cass Street, Omaha, NE 68132

Not a tax-deductible contribution

Social Justice

OTOC Forum on Police
Community Relations

Allison Latenser

In the belief that effective policing
requires trust between the police
and the community, Omaha Together One
Community  (OTOC) will hold
its Police Community Relations Forum
December 2 at Pilgrim Baptist
Church, 2501 Hamilton St., at
7p.m.

The discussion will focus on whether
Omaha could benefit from an “Early
Warning System,” which would track
citizen complaints and other problematic
behaviors of police officers. Officers who
appear repeatedly would be identified
“early,” put through a counseling or
training program, and be monitored once
they are back on the street.

This plan is being put forward as a
result of the many stories shared in OTOC
house meetings concerning misuse of
police power and distrust of the police.
Police Chief Don Carey or his designated
representative will attend.

Anyone interested in this discussion is
invited to attend also.

WRJ-O

Are you cleaning to make
room for Chanukah gifts?

Men’s Club

Sunday, December 12

10 a.m. Social Hall
We need Books for

Members of Men’s Club will join the our Sprlng Book Sale
congregation to hear Scholar-in-Residence
Ruth Langer. Her topic will be “Pray, For

God’s Sake.” Bring them to Temple, or call the

office, 556-6536, for pick-up.

Please!

Handicapped Parking
Temple’s Website
templeisrael-ne.org

Temple’s Wish List

One of our requests, a large rolling
blackboard, was donated in response to
our recently published wish list.

Thank you to our donor!

We will print our wish list periodically.
Of course, it is always available in the
Temple office.

Only For The
Handicapped
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What’s Happening In Religious School

Family Worship Assembly ........................ Sunday, December 5
Come celebrate the beginning of Chanukah with us for this family worship assembly from
11:30 a.m. to noon. Family worship assemblies are held once a month throughout the
school year.

Grade 4 visits BlumkinHome .................... Sunday, December 12
The Fourth Grade will meet at the Rose Blumkin Jewish Home at 10:30 a.m. Fourth
graders will light the Chanukah Menorah and light up the afternoon of the residents. Our
students are continuing their intergenerational learning with the
seniors while developing the Jewish value of “Kibbud Zekaynim,” honoring the aged.

Jewish Book Report Contest . ............... Deadlines December 10&15
The annual Elinor Whitman Jewish Book Report and Book dJacket Design Contest is
sponsored by the Jewish Federation Library and Omaha’s Jewish schools. It is open to
children in grades K through 8. Application and instruction forms are available in the
Temple Religious School office. Bring your report/jacket to Temple by Friday, December
10 and we will deliver it to the Federation. After that date, please deliver your entry
directly to the Federation by Wednesday, December 15.

No Religious School during Winter Vacation . . ..December 19 - December 30
There will be no Religious School classes Sunday, December 19, through Thursday,
December 30. Classes resume Sunday, January 2. Family School and Keep-up will
resume on January 4th. We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable vacation.

OSRU1 ...

A Great Place
to Hang Aroun
Next Summer'

-,,‘Vn

It's also a great place to go sailing, ride horses, light Shabbat candles, play

tennis, make new friends, paddle a kayak, run the triathlon, paint a picture,
produce a video, speak Hebrew, build a campfire, swim across the lake ...

Olin-Sang-Ruby

Although the snow may soon fall, it's not too early to sign your children up for
summer camp! At OSRUI, your children will have fun learning about their beautiful Jewish
heritage and will make friends and create memories to last a lifetime. Check out the video
that is available from the Temple office and see for yourself! Scholarships are available
from Temple Israel and the Jewish Federation of Omaha. Call the Temple office at 556-
6536 for further information.

OTYG /JYG

December Events

Wednesday, December 1
4-6 p.m. Workshop and Flyers
6 p.m. Grade 7-12 Dinner

Saturday, December 4, 8 p.m.-
Sunday, December 5, 8:30 a.m.
OTYG Chanukah Overnight

Wednesday, December 8

4:30 p.m. Chanukah cards to Blumkin
Home

6 p.m. JYG Dinner

Friday, December 10, 3:45 p.m.
Shabbat Comes to You

Saturday, December 11, 12:30-
3:30 p.m.
Club 56 Chanukah Celebration

Sunday, December 12, Noon-1 p.m.
Pizza Fundraiser, JYG Scavenger
Hunt

Wednesday, December 15
5 p.m. Program Planning Meeting
6 p.m. OTYG Dinner

Saturday, December 18, 2-2:30 p.m.
Torah Time with Mendel

Thursday, December 23 - Sunday,
December 26

NFTY Winter Conclave in Denver,
CO

Mark Your Calendars Now:

Sunday, February 6, 5:30 p.m.
OTYG/Camp Rainbow Spaghetti
Dinner at Temple Israel

Friday, February 25-Sunday,
February 27

Missouri Valley Regional JYG
Conclave at Temple Israel

Club 56 members put their best hands
forward at a recent event. Left to right:
Eliza Cowan, Jacquelyn Neesman and
Jessica Danon.




Thank You, Dr. Lidsky

During the Teacher-in-Service weekend,
October 30th and 31st, Dr. Ann Lidsky
touched so many of us as she shared her
personal relationship with God and the
challenges of having “God Talk” with
children.

We began the weekend journey by
exploring the difficulty of teaching our
children about God. We may never know
what God looks like, but we know what
the actions of God look like. For instance,
we cannot see love but we can see the
effect love has on people. Almost
everyone will admit to experiencing at
least one moment in time when an action
of God was apparent — a life-cycle event,
the birth of a child, the incredibly beautiful
sights or sounds of nature. Why not teach
those experiences as Godliness?

We continued our journey with ways of
initiating “God talk” with children of all
ages. dJust letting a child know he/she is
created in God’s image seemed to pave
the way for more “God talk.” Dr. Lidsky
also encourages parents to teach their
children that God is our internal spark,
the ultimate gift that makes each of us
unique. Take a walk through a pile of fall
leaves and listen to the wonderful sounds
around you! Maybe even talk about how
those sounds make you feel. There will be
as many different feelings as there are
leaves! That is the spark of God, the thing
that makes each of us feel and see things
differently.

As parents and educators, we can teach
our children to appreciate that although
life is not always beautiful, God gives us
the strength to endure and make each
moment holy.

On behalf of the Religious School
Committee and the Temple Israel
Religious School Faculty, I'd like to thank
Dr. Lidsky for her inspiring presentations
and the Jels/Davis Foundation for their
generosity in sponsoring this in-service.

Sitter Service

Sitter Service is available each Friday
evening and Saturday morning as well as
Sunday mornings when there is Religious
School. Please make a reservation
through the Tempile office so we may plan
accordingly. Cost is $2.00 per family.
Sorry, there are no facilities for infants.

Middle/High School Footnotes

Elyce Azriel, Director

Hebrew Club

Learning Hebrew, finding out about
Israel, and singing Hebrew songs are all
part of the same mitzvah. It is the mitzvah
of Talmud Torah, learning about Jewish
life.

The middle and high school students
this year have the opportunity to study
Conversational Hebrew in our
newly-formed Hebrew Club and “Shulchan
Ivri”. There is no better way for the
students to prepare themselves for:

- a trip to Israel

s summer camp

- continuing their Jewish identity
through our ancestral language or just for
the pure enjoyment of learning
conversational Hebrew.

There are currently 12 students
participating, along with an additional 10
joining them during “Shulchan Ivri”, the
“Hebrew Table,” for the all-school dinners.
Both activities are led by Ms. Elinor
Matalon, a native Hebrew speaker and
teacher.

We are continuing to encourage the
students in Grades 7-12 to continue their
worship attendance by attending services
after their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Learning
Prayerbook Hebrew is a subject rich and
inviting. It includes learning the meaning
and significance of the prayers, their order,
when they are said and why, beautiful
hymns and songs, and interesting facts
about the Siddur. There is no better way
for our students to continue learning
Prayerbook Hebrew than by actual
attendance at our services!

Tot Shabbat Services

Friday, December 10
and
Friday, January 7
7 p.m.
Livingston Chapel
A short service of song and prayer,
followed by cookies and juice. Toddlers
through children in the primary grades are
encouraged to bring their families. Come

enjoy a story with Rabbi Debbie Stiel
and songs with Patty Nogg.
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Bible Quiz

B’nai Brith, along with all Omaha
congregational high schools, sponsors a
local Bible contest. This year’s contest
is Wednesday evening, December 8th
at the J.C.C. It will begin with an all city
dinner and talk with Dr. Leonard
Greenspoon,

Rabbi Azriel has been studying with
seven of our students to help familiarize
them with the assigned books, the Books
of Exodus and Ruth. Representing
Temple Israel this year will be Igor
Ginzburg, Keith Graul, Alex Katz, Adam
Rosen, Steve Sternberg, A.J. Walts and
Aaron Wolfson.

Students Invited to Participate
in IRSTA

Melissa Josephson and Jamie Skog,

both 11th grade students, were invited to
participate at the Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion seminar for
Religious School Teaching Assistants
(IRSTA), at the Cincinnati campus. They
are the first students from Temple Israel
attending an HUC-JIR seminar
representing Temple Israel High School.
Teaching assistants are an important
educational resource in today’s religious
school classroom. IRSTA is a unique
program which provides participants the
opportunity to further develop their
classroom skills, study with students and
faculty from the Rhea Hirsch School of
Education and, at the same time, meet
fellow “T.A.s” from across North America.

UNIQUE SUMMER EXPERIENCE
ONLY FOR TEENS

KUTZ CAMP, the Leadership Academy of the
North American Federation of Temple Youth

(NFTY), for entering 9"
£
FTY

through 12™ graders, is set in

the mountains of New York.
O
Boe 1S

It is the ideal place for
teenagers to play and work
together with Reform Jewish
youth from across the world.

Future leaders choose their
own program and develop leadership potential in
specialized areas of interest:

% Jewish studies % Song leading
% Folk dance leading % Art or theater
% Youth group leadership % Social action
% Student teacher training

Thank You For Supporting Our Congregation Through
Donations That Remember and Honor Family and Friends

IN MEMORY OF: Pauline Abrahams:
Noni and Hal Selner; Miriam Pinchuk:
Julia L. Davis; Mabel Katskee: Joan
and Milton Marcus; Lillian and Ralph
Marcus: Rosalie and Arnie Klein; Simon
Sigman: Karen and Gary Javitch;
Virginia Earp: Karen and Gary Javitch;
Tillie Breslow: Florence and George
Eisenberg; Samuel Sperling: Harriett
and Sherm Sperling; Merriam
Cooperman: Renee and Morris
Handleman; Mother of Mr. and Mrs.
Willard Will: Anne and Alan Cohen;
Clara Parker: Doris and Milton Parker;
Charles Fisher: Betty Fisher; Marie
Gretz: Miriam and Joe Soshnik; Laurie
Simons Misle: Maxine and Milton
Simons; Sadie Gitlin: Ann R. Cohen;
Harry Siref: Linda Siref Simons; Irving
Forbes: Carol and Ajon Farber, Kathleen
Meyerson; Anne Halper: Roie and
Bernie Meyers, Silvia and Larry Roffman,
Margie and Marlon Somberg, Miriam and
Joe Soshnik; Jeanette Nepomnick:
Karen and Gary Javitch, Babe Cohn; D.
B. “Woody” Varner: Miriam and Joe
Soshnik; Ruth Goldstein: Harriett and
Sherm Sperling, Linda Siref Simons, Noni
and Hal Selner, Marilyn and Justin
Manvitz, Toni Rosen, Nancy Hornstein
and family, Susie and Mike Norton, Terri
and Richard Zacharia, Rosalie and Ernie
Saltzman, Karen and Gary Javitch, Phyllis
and Harvey Aronson, Carol and Ajon
Farber, Connie and Bob Kully and family,
Dorothy Lipp, Linda and Kevin Saltzman,
Sandy, Jeff, Joel and Aaron Passer, Ducky
and Mike Milder, Barbara and Marshall
Kushner, Marilyn and Marty Warren,
Phyllis and Dick Glazer, Renee and Morris
Handleman, Renee and Sandy Kasner,
Margie and Marlon Somberg, Babe Cohn,
Kathy and Steve Simon, Silvia and Larry
Roffman, Jerry Slusky, Sonia and Jack
Schrager, Dodi and Steve Redler;
Hermene Zweiback: Anne and Alan
Cohen, Susie and Mike Norton, Jeanne
Angalet, Nancy Hornstein, Karen and
Gary Javitch, Marjorie and Don Knutson,
Nebraska Health System Executive Office
Staff, Angela Grant, Renee and Morris
Handleman, Sharon and Jeff
Kirshenbaum, Dr. and Mrs. Adam Zoucha,
Cindy and Adam Klipfel, Roz Friedman,
Judy and Jerry Simons, Julie and Robert
Hilkemann, Shirley and David Goodman,
Sonia and Jack Schrager, Kathleen
Meyerson, Andi and Larry Kavich, Linda
and David Rosenberg

IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF:
Phil Wayne: Debi, Jeff and Rebecca
Smedlund; Sally Malashock: Jan and
Stan Perlmeter; Leo Kamisar: Judy and
Howard Vann, Kathleen Meyerson; Lois
Wine: Vicki and Jerry Chesen; Colleen
Kennealy: Toby Fellman; Sissy Silber:
Debi, Jeff and Becky Smedlund; Adele
Hornstein: Phyllis and Dick Glazer, Eva
and Phil Handleman, Ann Kaiman, Joie
Simon; Phil Handleman: Noni and Hal
Selner and family, Sylvia and Maynard
Katzman and family, Renee and Morris
Handleman; Nell Rubinow: Leona
Kasin, Rosaline and Sam Epstein, Helen
Frank, Norma and Marshall Fried, Esther
and Bob Katleman, Debi, Jeff and
Rebecca Smedlund, Lillian Ban; Dorothy
Spizman: Toby Fellman; Cantor
Jennifer Blum: Andi, David, Amy and
Allie Willensky

IN HONOR OF THE ANNIVERSARY
OF: Silvia and Larry Roffman: Judi
and David Goldstein, Marcia and Jack
Cohen, Suzanne Singer, Milton Abrahams,
Phyllis and Dick Glazer, Joie Simon

IN HONOR OF RECOVERY OF: Lee
Wigodsky: Harriett and Sherm Sperling;
Minette Wintroub: Harriett and Sherm
Sperling; Nate Shukert: Audrey and
Morrie Shapiro, Doris and Milton Parker,
Lisa and Denny Lewis, Joe Frank

IN HONOR OF MARRIAGE OF: Amy
and Tim Zweiback: Rosie Zweiback and
Mace Hack; Jill and Mike Erman: Dodi
and Steve Redler, Andi and Larry Kavich,
Sonia and Jack Schrager, Susie and
Marvin Cohn

IN HONOR OF ENGAGEMENT OF:
Edye Lynn Roffman and Joseph Carl
Vitek: Jean Epstein

IN HONOR OF CONVERSION OF:
Susan Katelman: Penny and Randy
Endelman, Myllee Katelman, Stacy
Rockman, Lori Miller

IN HONOR OF THE B’NAI MITZVAH
OF: Brittany Sukiennik: Libby and
Meyer Kaplan; Grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. Ruben Lippett: Ann Kaiman

IN HONOR OF NEW HOME OF: Sue
and Dave Meyers: Judi and David
Goldstein; Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lobin:
Renee and Morris Handleman

IN APPRECIATION OF
BEAUTIFICATION OF TEMPLE
GROUNDS: Connie Kully and Stacy
Rockman: Suzanne Singer
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IN HONOR OF NEW BUSINESS OF:
Bennett Ginsberg: Renee and Morris
Handleman

IN HONOR OF ELECTION AS
PRESIDENT OF OMAHA
SYMPHONIC CHORUS AND VOICES
OF OMAHA: Marvin Parilman: Barb
and Stan Widman

IN APPRECIATION OF: Doris and
Milton Parker: Toby Fellman; Howard
Kaiman: Joan and Milton Marcus

SISTERHOOD TRIBUTE FUND

IN MEMORY OF: Ruth Goldstein:
Lois and Mel Epstein

Congratulations

On the Birth of:

Ellie Paige Simon, daughter of
Stacy and Bruce Simon. Grandparents
are Pat and Gene Smallwood, Phoenix,
AZ, and Ann and Alan Simon. Great-
grandmother is Mildred Walmsley,
Phoenix, AZ.

Jack Elias Fletcher, son of Hillary
Brown and John Fletcher.

On the Engagement of:

Edye Lynn Roffman and Joseph
Carl Vitek. Parents are Phyllis and
Normand Roffman and Joseph Charles
Vitek and the late Mary C. Vitek.

Karen Kushner and Dr. Robert
Weirich. Parents are Barbara and

Marshall Kushner and Margaret and
Richard Weirich, Massillon, OH.

On the Marriage of:

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Turkel. Mrs.
Turkel is the former Didi Fitzgerald.
Parents are Dr. and Mrs. Richard
Fitzgerald and Dr. and Mrs. Bernard
Turkel.

Our Sympathy

The congregation records with sorrow the
deaths of:

Arlene Walter, mother of Linda
Gates and grandmother of Jen, Jeff and
Jon Gates.

Norman A. Abrahamson, husband
of Louise Abrahamson, father of Hugh
and Steve Abrahamson and brother of
Lucille Epstein and Harold Abrahamson
and extends sympathy to their bereaved
families.




Temple Israel
Confirmands
Taste the
Big Apple!

One of my favorite parts of the
trip was how everyone in our group
got to know each other better and
became friends.

The Lower East Side was
amazing. The synagogue that had a
fire in it was beautiful. Despite the
fact that it was in shambles, it was
surreal.

The trip to Ellis Island was our
first experience with all of the
different types of people, being able
to see that there were so many
people who looked just like any
American but were talking away in a
language totally foreign to our own.

The most memorable thing
about New York for me would
definitely have to be Friday night
services at B'nai Jeshurum. During

Back row, left to right: Stephanie Yudelson, David Yudelson, Max Goldberg.
Middle row: Rabbi Azriel, Aaron Wolfson, Adam Gerber, Adam Waldbaum,

Rabbi Azriel, Tippi Denenberg
and David and Stephanie
Yudelson led the annual
confirmation class trip to New
York City October 28th to 31st.

The students met their Jewish
roots in an event-filled weekend.
Following are excerpts of their
comments:

Lecha Dodi, we all started Israeli
dancing around the chapel.

[ got closer to everyone in the
class. [ looked around New York
and noticed a lot of people were
Jewish and when I am in Omaha, I
look around and I am the only Jew
for miles.

My favorite memory...while we
were at the corner a Jewish man
approached us and asked us if we
had the time and so we told him and
then he said Shalom. We were so
surprised to hear that from a
stranger.

It was so great that we could
come walking down the street and
just meet someone Jewish. [ think
that was the greatest thing about
New York.

Nick Jacobson. Front row, left to right: Steve Sternberg, Lauren Feigin,
Rachel Javitch, Igor Ginzburg. Not pictured: Andy Weinberg.
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Chanukah —

20’s and 30’s-
Come Join Us

TIYPO Celebrates
Chanukah Around
The World

Get your dancing shoes on!
And Mark Your Calendars!

Sunday, December 5
4-7 p.m.
One Pacific Place
Apartments Clubhouse
1365 South 101 St.

TIYPO, Temple Israel’'s new
group for people in their 20’s

and 30s, is celebrating Chanukah

in grand style!

The festivities will begin at 4 p.m.

SHARP with Israeli dancing from Cheryl
Lerner. Have two left feet? No problem!
Cheryl will teach some basic steps that will
have everyone grooving in no time!

At 5 p.m., representatives from

Nebraska Wine & Spirits will sponsor and
conduct a wine-tasting demonstration with
wines from around the worlds.
tell the difference between an Italian wine
and a French wine? You will after this
event!

Can you

The party will include light hors

d’oeuvres from Spirit World and
homemade latkes.
the dreidel tournament as soon as you
arrive! The tournament winner will get a
plate of homemade treats from Linda
Saltzman, winner of five ribbons at the
1999 Nebraska State Fair!

Don’t forget to enter

Suggested donation is $5 per person

or an unwrapped child’s gift for Project
Dreidel.

In order to obtain an accurate head

count for our generous donors, RSVP to
Temple Israel at 556-6536.

Call your friends!

— Begins Friday Evening, December 3

The
lights of
Chanukah are
a symbol of our joy.
In times of darkness, our
ancestors had the courage
to struggle for freedom:
freedom to be themselves,
freedom to worship in their own
way. Theirs was a victory of the
weak over the strong, the few
over the many, and the
righteous over the arrogant.
It was a victory for all ages
and all people.

M-m-m! Latkes!

In American homes, it just would not

“hanukah without potato latkes. For a
1...e change, try substituting grated
zucchini for the potatoes.

5 potatoes

1 large onion

2 eggs

1/4 c. flour

salt and pepper to taste
pinch of baking powder
ail for frying

Grate potatoes and onion and drain
well. Add eggs, flour, salt and pepper.
Heat 1” of oil in a large frying pan. Drop
the mixture by tablespoons into the hot oil
and fry until golden, turning once.

Temple Tones

Sunday, December 5, the Temple
Tones will join forces with Beth El’s
children’s choir as part of a festive
Chanukah celebration at the Jewish
7 mmunity Center. Need your fix of

k of Ages, Mi Yimaleil, and the
“Chanukah Katch”? Then this is the
program for you! Come support our
youth during this wonderful afternoon of
merry-making!

How Do We Light the Chanukah Candles?

In a celebrated talmudic dispute, two
great Jewish teachers, Hillel and
Shammai, argued whether we should
begin by lighting eight candles and
gradually decrease to one (Shammai), or
begin with one candle and add an
additional one each night, thus
continuously increasing the light and joy of
the holiday (Hillel). The majority ruled with
Hillel. Thus, on the first night of
Chanukah, we recite or chant the blessings
and light one candle with the shamash,
two on the second night, and so on.
Customarily, the candles are placed in the
menorah from right to left but lit from left
to right.

Any member or members of the
family may chant or recite the blessings.
One person lights and holds the shamash,
the berachot are pronounced, and the
candles are then lit. On Shabbat, the
Chanukah candles are lit before the
Shabbat candles.

During the eight days, the candles are
kindled every night, anytime after sunset,
when family members and guests are
assembled.

On the first night, one light is lit,
beginning on the far right of the menorah.
On each succeeding night a light is added
to the left of those on the preceding night,
and the kindling proceeds from left to
right.

These two blessings are recited
each night:

Ba-rucha-tah A-doh-nai Eh-lo-hay-nu
me-lech hah-oh-lahm ah-sher kid shah-nu
b’mitz-voh-tav v-tsee-vah-nu l-had ‘leek
nayr shel-Chan-nu-kah.

Blessed is the lord our God, Ruler of
the universe, Who hallows us with His
Mitzvot, and commands us to kindle the
Chanukah lights.

Ba-rucha-tah A-doh-nai Eh-lo-hay-nu
me-lech hah-oh-lahm she-ah-sah ni-seem
lah-ah-vo-tay-nubah-yah-meem ha-haym
baz-man hah-zeh. '

Blessed is the lord our God, Ruler of
the universe, Who performed wondrous
deeds for our ancestors in days of old, at
this season.

The following blessing is added on
the first night of Chanukah only:

Ba-ruch a-tah A-doh-nai Eh-lo-hay-nu
me-lech hah-oh-lahm she-heh-che-yahnu
v’kee-y’'mah-nu v’hi-gee-yah-nu lah-z’mahn
hah-zeh.

Blessed is the Lord our God, Ruler of
the universe, for giving us life, for
sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach
this season.

In the Library

B()OKS

Videos for Kids:
Lights: A Hanukah Fable about Then and Now

& VIDEOS TO LIGHT UP y
C

Kids Sing Israel (learn about Israel’s Sesame Street)
Sing Me a Story - Joe Black Concert (Holiday Songs)

Books for Kids:
Like a Maccabee
A Great Miracle Happened There
My Holiday Story Book
Let There Be Lights

Videos for Adults:
Several about Jerusalem and Israel in the time of the First and Second Temples

Books for Adults:

The Complete Book of Jewish Observance
Seasons of Our Joy
The Hanukah Book
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