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SOME RECENTLY PUBLISHED VIEWS ON May 15, 1959
THE RABBINATE #i# AND MY OWN.

Eveh} once in a kix while the rabbinate becomes

the object of attention, criticsim and evaluation
Periodicals have a way of writing about rabbis as

if what they say were some kind of expose.ZEE.real
what they usually report

classificationss L. Somsbimes ' the facts =

gathered from men who ought not to have been in
the rabbinate in the first place and are , ergo,

unhappy and bitter. M2.,5ome1:imes what they sa
is perfectyy well known by any intelligent Jew.

.Z% Sometimds the comments are just plain false.

About a year ago when Life ran an article on Why
Ministers Crack Up -- there wes not a thing in the
very well done article which any sensitive member

of a congregation should not have known,

More to the point =-- and missed by the writer --
was a criticsim of the ministry itself(Jewish and

non Jewish¥. [ It would seem from all expressions

taken together that of all professions in our
society, the ministry has done far and above the
worst job of public relations . Only.the fewest

really know what the work of a rabbi or priest of
minister may be.(So bad is this conception of the

work of the minister that the American public

ha@#dly knows what to e xpect from men in the
minisbyy and canddidates for the ministry or

rabbinate often do not know what it is they eme
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é&fr instance , a feature article in Am rican

-

Judaism in Nov ember carried a lovely piece calle
" A Letter to My son “ho want®to bs a Rabbi",

It was sensitively done. <§£Lyutlined much good

advice for a candidate for the rabblnate. But it

omit ted what many eﬁgg; wauLiaLﬂasL%ﬁE&Eo be the
v @ Flo aeting's

essence of the rabbinical function. ®ince it dig,

many readers will draw wrong conclusigﬁf and our
understanding of the profession in not «advanced,

(igp more concerned however with two othsr article

which appeard,in a nationally famous journal :

the Jewish Spectator.dThere three writers
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apppoached the Bubject: one editorialized on

the status kof the rabbim te in the country

today, om® wrote under the title "I left the
n ,ZM* n

Rabbinate” and the edker declared"I Remained

in the Rabbinate"

(1 t“l.
As 1 read it seemed to me that sady the editor
o DA
had most to sany;oint out the tremendous

changes that have taken place in the function anc
office of the rabbinate in pecent generations,

In essence Dr, fosmarine sums it up this way:

"lheere is concern,'"she says" over the eclipse of

the rabbi as a student and teacher by the
Rabbi who funstions as an all armund religious

leader and who therefore has little time to

study and to teach."
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A (Eé? doubt about it: she is correct in saying
that the "lTalgud student rabbi who serves the
community by dedication to schalarship is alie
to the American congregational pattern,"
“he reasons are simplyg: the demands of America
congregational life upon the rabbi as preacher
pastor, teacher of x= elementary classes ,
religous functionary and community represen-
tative preclude any time for personal study.

(E}ip not know where the author gets her

figures but she is conservatively correct wher
she says that kka "Most rabbis work 1l hours
a day"., ( Iaz;yqo%gzggse I warld very often

regard lli hours as a welcome minimumY

<i§2?iously, in the same issue of this "journal
an anonymous rabbi identifiying himself only
as 29 years old and having a crew cut, writes
why he is leaving the rabbinate.éz? his
reasons are not those of dissatisfaction
with lack of time for the major functions of
the American rabbinate or for scholarship.,

da N by ol prin amil eomt s |

(ig? lamentsAthe fact that most pulpit

committees like "young rabbis", that

most congregants are juvenile in ther
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rel igious understanding and are emotionally
retarded spiritually, that the Rabbinmate has
not the proper respect from congregants hg?#'
—giebue of the rabbi's learning, that the rabbi
moBt be a fund -raiser, am mixer, efficient
at admisnistration and even janitorial duties
in smaller corgregations and that the rabbfis
wife will be attacRed if she is too pretty
or too plain, too active or too inactive,
(;knd finally that he had to work far to hard
LA
and long with too little reward eith r in
respect or in incmme., "o he left the rabbinate.
(iﬁPCh of what the young rabbi maix says is true.
o the rabbi
‘ut what km needed was a rabbi--- a counselor
who might accelerate his own maturity.
(E&hrespondent in the next issue who did not hide
behind anonymity and who has spent his long and
useful life in gtgﬁall congregation declared
many of the rewards of & rabbinical life which
persudaded him despite its drawbacks to remain
inthe service of God and his people(igéﬁ'thru
all his defence runs the unspokem and un-

mistakeable indication that k& the wise and
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:and compedfrabbi is the one who not only
understands other people but himself:

(:E? puts it this way: "A man's happiness
depend s upon the measure to which he lives up
to his own capabilities . This(is within the
power of everyone, no matter wheee he lives
and works."

<:%? mkght have gone further: lt is within the
zapaxkkxikexxwfx Power of everyone no matter
what his profession or business. Much of the
unhappiness in the rabbinate is not untque

to the rabbinate but would be part of the

man's problem no matter what hés worka
%%7?MQA5'%Q.“mh/w4r—lydAﬂh,auhﬁnlt wll ba mo hopyuis .,

It 1s because the values of a life's work

are transferable to any line of endeavor that

it is important for us to consZ%:}. e atl

become discouraged at xikmax times.(&é job,

no art, no task -- even that of parsnthood

is without its hazards and its moments of stre

and disappoid:ment.(ifi

Put those who run away,

do so, It hink, because they cannot see the

larger goal or éggg% the, ultlgate effect of
their work, 0““““2‘7‘7{7‘“““"\}
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~'We beeome entrmnced with immediate resuilts,

we ‘value only what we see right before cur eyes,

In an age of gross importancétbe<ng pdaced upon
technical sciences-- we become mimpatient with
the long slow gmx process of maturation and
development.(%?ese are the work of the teacher,
the parent, the rabbi.[?e can't see tomorrow wkak
the fruits of what we plant today., Be the
estimmtion of the rabbi what it will by the

“merican Jewish community, the rabbis themselves

ol in JMA of schandlin; %&w«b&~1_¢ﬁ»&4¢c
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must continue to have faith in themselfes, going
about their work with deliberatness and with
conviction., The same is true of any man in any

work who has faith in what he does.

( Last week mine was the very high honor to

dedicate a sanctuary-- a new building erected

by members of a congregation I once served as

rabbi.<lt is a fact that many of the expergences

which drove the young rabbi out of the rabbinate
A Y a IMMVM((JUWLWM&MOWWM% e

happened to meA n that congregatlon. ut other

things happened too.(EEi'effect of many hours

of teabhing found their mark, patience found

its mark and perhaps even persistence found its

goal,
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*I think all of us play that kind of a role

in life. We work often for immediate results.

Soat el

But in the larger sense , weAwork most zealously
for those values which are seen in grwoing and

maturing children, g;<g better co mmunity, in
: 5

& deyn
d A broader sympathies anq&greater faith. These are

}

built not in a day's work but in a life's

dedication. It'g the work of a rabbi, to be sure,

.

SO, foo
but it is alwagys evveryon'es work and everyone's

hope.



