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Everiy   once   in  a  h±±  while  the   rabbinate     becomes

the   object  of    attention,  cpiticsim  and   evaluation
Periodicals  have  a  way  of  writing  about  rabbis  as
if  what   they   say  wel.e   some   kind  of   expose I-rl  real
whattheyusuaiiy::=:=±irir===:=====ee
a-±=±=T±T±fieg±in+=±±

gathered  from  men  who  ought   not  to  have   been   in
the  rabbinate  in  the  f irst  place  and  are   ,  ergo,
unhappy  and   bitter.  ate+Sometimes  what   they  say
is  perfect*y well  known  by  any  intelligent   Jew.

Sometimds   the  com.ments  are   just  plain  false.

About   a   year   ago  when   Li+~-.e   ran   an  article   on  Why
Ministers  Crack  Ufi  --there   was  not   a  thing  in  the
very  well  done  article  which  any  sensitive  member
of  a   congregation   should  not   have   known.

More  to   the  point   --and  missed  b}7  the  writer  --
was  a  criticsim  of   the  ministry  itself (Jewish  and

Gtnon  Jewish#. would  seem  from  all  expressions
taken  tog§ther    that     of  all  professions  in  our
society,   the   ministry  has  done
worst   job  of  public  relations
really  !mow  what  the  work  of  a
minister  ray  be.

f ar  and  above  the
Only. the  fewest

bi  or  priest  off
So  bad  is  this  coneeption`of  the

work  of  the  minister  that  the  American  public

haifedly   knows  what   to  ex{3ect   from  men   in  the

minisbFy  and  canddid&tes  fop   the  ministry  or
rabbinate  often  do  not  know  what  it   is  they   are
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instance   ,     a  feature  article  in  Areric&n
Judaian   in  Nuwember  carried  a  lovely  piece  callei

A  Letter   to  FTy   son  Who  wantSto   be   a  Eabbi''.

It  was  sensitively  done.
e  fop   a  candidate

omitted  what  many

It  outlined  much  good
fop  the  rabbinate.  But  it

/era-_
essence  of th3  rabbinical
many  readers  will
understanding   of

`` ~ a . tt nut J,
function.   Dince   it-di-S;

ofrobLife:
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ap#&  nationally  famous  journal  :which  appe

the   Jewish-LL-----_I--I_i

appBoached

the  status

Spe c tatop ,
--t.i--            - There  three  writers

the  bubject:   one  editorialized  on

kof  the  rabbirE. te  in  the  country
'

wh--------utc>day,   pgar  wrote  under  the   title   "I  left  the

Rabbin&te"  and  the   ae   declared''I  Remained

in
As1

had

Ci

the  Rabbinate".

£:#t:ts:;er:i::ffimeA   that  j3£±F  the   editor
out    the  tremendous

changes  that   have  taken  place  in  the  function  ant
9ffice  of  the  rabbinate  in  becent  generations.

essence  Dr.  Itosmarine   sung   it  up  this  way:
''Jheere  is  concern,"she   says"  over  the  eclipse  o±

the  rabbi  as    a  student    and  teacher  by  the

Rabbi  who  funstions   as  an  all   around  religic3us

leader  and  who  therefore  has  little  tine   to
study  and   to   teach."                              ``
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\ No  doubt  about   it:   she   is  correct  in  saying

that   the   t'T&1givd  student  rabbi  the  serves  the

community  bg  dedication  to   schdlarship  is   alie

to  the   American  congregational  patter.n."

Cihe reasons   ar+e   simplg:   the   demands   of   Arirer.ic&

congregational   life  tipon  the  rabbi  as  preacher

pastor,   teacher  of  ±E  elementary  classes   ,

religous  functionary  and  community  represen-

tative    preclude  any  time  for  personal  study.

I do  not   know  where   the  &uthpr  gets   her

figures  but  she   is  conservatively correct  wher

she   says   that  kha     ttMost  rabbis  work  lL  hours-I   ¢   uhercIf ,ng
a  dayt'.   (   In  my  oun  case  I  wcnld   very  often

regard  lh  hours   as  a  welcome  minimumy

Curiously,   in   the   same   iss]`ie  of   this    :.'-`journal

an  anonym:]us  rabbi  identifiying   himself  only

as  29  years  old  and  having  a  crew  cut,  writes

why  he  is   leaving   the  rabbinate.

I.easons  are   not   those  of  dissatisfaction

with    lack  of  time  for  the  major  functions   of

the  American  ra.bbinate  or  for  scholarship.
MAJ/ ju +A pr^ *e4 dj;;/ftlLh :

Laments  the  fact  that  most  pulpit
A

comniittees   Like   'tyoung  rabbis",   that

most  congregants  are   juvenile  in ther
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religious  understanding  and  are  enotionalLy

retarded  spiritually,  that  the  Rabbirmte  has

not  the  proper  respect  from  congregants  b#;#

i:±  of  the rabbi's  learning,  that  the rabbi
mubt  be  a  furrd-raiser,  aatx mixer,    effioient

at  admisnistration  and  even  janitorial  duties

in  smaller  congregations  and  th8[t   the   rabbffis

wife    will  be  attacked  if   she   is  too  pretty

Or too  plain,   too  active  or  too  inactive.

nd  finally  that  he  had  to  work  far  to  hardul-
and  long  with.  too   Little  reward  eith  I  in

respect   or  in  income.   ®o  he   Left   the   rabbinat©.

Much   of  what  the   young   rabbi  Ea±E[  says   is  true.
the   rabbiJJut  that  hE  needed  was  a     rabbi---a  counselor

who  might  accelerate  his   own  m&tunity.

a respondent   in   the   neJct   issue  who  did  nc>t   hide

behind  anonymity   and  who  has   spent   ELis   long  and

uEteful  life  in  a#all  congregation    declared

many  of  the   rewards  of a.    rabbinical  life  which

persudaded  him  despite  its   drawbacks

inthe   service  of  God  and   his  people

to  remain
Dub  t hru

all  his  defence  runs  the   unspoken  and  un-

mista`keable     indication  thg_t  hE  the  wise  and
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and  comperfuabb`i  is  the  one  who  not   only

understands  other  people   but  himself :
ne  puts   it  this  way:   ''A  man's   happiness

depends  upon  the  measure     to  which   he   lives  up

to  his   orm  capabilities   .  'i`his  is  within  the

power  of  everyone,   no  matter  whgBe  he   litres
C

and  works."

Ce mEght  have  gone  further:   lt   is   wit_+Lin  the

EHE&Ei±ifeEEJ[Efx  Power  of   everyone   no  matter

what  his   profession  or  business.1'¥iuch   Of   the

unhappiness   in  the  r&bbinate   is  not  unrfuque

to  the  rabbinate  but  would  be  part  of  the

kfo#m##rdt#atrifiwch°®P5#grffiman

It  is  because  the   values  of  a  life's  work

are  transferable   to  an.y  line  of  endeavor  that

it is  important  for  us  to  cons#p#e `aEl
become   discouraged    at  ±±mEE  times.Gp   job,

no  al.t,  no  task  --  even  that   of  parenthood

is  without  its  hazard

and  di sappoirfe ment .

and   its  moments  of   stre
Dtlt   those  wh_o   ron  away,

do   so,   I t kink,   because  they  cannot  see   the

larger  goal  or
their  work.

¥=,+,E, effect   of`
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`.We   beee=ne   entr.`;mced  with`  immediate   results,

we .value

In  an  age
OEL::::=:posre:a:c±:i:ebnegfo;dreac:druepy::

fo
see  right   before   cnr  eyes.

technical  sciences--we  become  Eimpatient  with

the  long  slow  FEJf  process  of  maturation  and

deve lopment . €hese  are  the  work  of   the  teacher,

the  parent,  the  rabbi. We  can't   see   tomorrow  Hha±

the   fruits  of  what  we  plant  today.    Be  the

estirration  of  the  rabbi   what  it  will  bg  the
`herican  Jewish  com.in.unity,   the   rabbis   themselves

+#*u#c?n#:o#fta#ntbemselfyes,going
abouttheir    work  with  deliberatness  and  with

conviction.   The   same   is  true  of  any  man  in  any

work  .-who  hag  faith   in  what   he   does.

Last  week  mine  was  the   ver'y  higr-   honor   to

dedicate  a  sanctuary--  a  new  building  erected

by  members  of   a  congregation  I   once   served  as

I.ab bi . It  is   a  fact  that  many  of  the   exper±ences

which  drove  the   young  rabbi  out  of   the  rabbinate

happenedtowlme'afialth:tr#g¥qe#:#gdyLfi¥u¢t"orit#er^,---`---
things   happ@.ned  too. J-be' effect   of  many   hours

of  teabhing  found  their  mark,  patience  found

its  mark    and  perhaps  even  persistence  found  its
goal.                                                                       ?
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•+  think  all  of  us  plagr  that  kind  of  a  role
E3

in   life.  twTe  work  often  for  immediate  results.
-,

But   in  the   larger  sense   ,  we  work  most  zealously
A

:::u::::ec::::::n:hi;life:g#co±i::::::g±:nd
E,ti   illHi oader  sFTpathies  and4^#t:r  faitgiv.    These  are

built  not  in  a  day's  work  but  in  a  life's

dedicati%i:::;h+e.¢work  of.  a  rabbi,  to  be  sureS

but  it  istrys  evveryon'es  work  and  everyone's

hope .


