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There  is  very  real  danger  in  the  observance  of  Yon  Kippur.
The  enol.mous  attraction  of  the  Day  tends  to  concentrate  the  latent
and,  sometimes  dormant  religious  feelings  with  us  to  such  intensity
that  we  express  them  through  a  single  prayerful  experience.     It  is
likely  in  this  setting  that  even  in  the  tones  of  the  Kol  Nidre  we
experience  more  of  enjoyment  than  soul  searching  and  in  the  attend-
ance  at  a  day  of  ritual  and  prayer  too  much  of  self-righteous
satisfa,ction  and  not  enough  of  honest  self  doubt.

Ihe  Kol  lfuTidre  is  an  emotionally  stirring  melody.     It  is  drawn
out  of  the  well  springs  o±.  tears  and  tra,gedy  and  tender  associa-
tions.     But,   even.`so,   beauty  and   emotiolr.  are   secoridary.     ```7,Ire   are
not  here  to  attend  a  concer.i  or  to  have  pleasant  feelings  a-v7a,kened
within  us.     Ti:,'e  are  come   in  the   s-ciirit  of  the  Psalmist:     "Out   o=`
the  depths  I  cry  unto   rJ]hee   0  I,ora."

Still,   if  you  believe  that  such  a.  mood  of  reperitance  and
self  searching  implies  debasement  of  one's  character  or  an  abject
appeal  of  lowly  man  to  an  unreachable  God,   then  you  tragically
misunderstand   Yon  Kippur®

This  day  is  Judaism's  most  emphatic  statement  of  hope.     This
day  is  our  declaration  to  the  world  that  man  can  redeem  himself ,
that  we  can  confront  and   change  the  horrifying  evils  in  the  ir`rorld
by  changing  the  error  of  our  ow.n  separate  vvtays.     Yon  Kippur  is  not
a  confession  of  weakness  as  much  as  an  insistance  upon  the  durability
of  human  goodness.

Once  again,   as  so  ofterl  in  our  history,   this  world-viev,r  of
ours  is  contrary  to  the  tempei-of  our  times.     T'oday  society  is
filled  with  moral  dropouts  from  the  insincerities  and  miseries  of
life.     But  the  goal  of  Judaism  is  to  ov?rcome  evil  riot  to  retreat,
withdrawarid   escape®     `'i,Ihv7hile   other  philosophies,   fads and   fantasies
counsel  deliberate  disengagement  from  the  `oroblems  of  our  '\,'vtorld,
Judaism  urges  each  of  us  to  muster  every  last  quantity  of  spiritual
and  intellectual  resources  to  meet  our  problemso

I
I  want  to  share  with  you  tonight  the  implications  of  three

common  responses  to  the  moment   of  moral  decisiono     T`hough  stated
as  questions,  they  are,   in  reality,   devastating  commentary  on  our
moral  and  ethical  confusion.

The  most  overwhelming  moral  decisio,n.  to  be  made  by  young  and
old  alike  today  is  unquestionably  the  issue  of  Vietnam.     So  sensi-
tive  has  this  tortijLrous  matter  become  that  many  would  prefer  to
avoid  the  problem  altogether®     It's  easier  to  let  matters  drift  as
they  wi.Il,   despite  each  moment's  death  and  destruction,  without
taking  a  personal  staJld.     Some  people   just  can't  comfortably  make
decisions®     One  of  the  insipid  excuses  for  permanently  straddling
the  fence  is  to  discount  the  moral  value  of  wha  t  one  thinks  and
does  and,   to  cry  ''li'that's  the  use?"
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professing  the  values  I  cherish  because  they  a,re  not  really  all
that  important.

One  young  man  visited  me  I`ecently  for  guidance  on  this  subject.
After  a  long  discussion  of  his  ethical  and  moral  vie\rirs  he  said:llvirhatls  the  use?     i,Tthat's  the  use  of  persisting  in  my  defense  of
non-violence,   of  human  compassion  and  moral  action  when  no  one  pays
any  atterition?    Tfyrhat's  the  use?"

The  honest  answer  is  clear.     There  is  no   "use",   really.     Not
in  irmediate  terms  of  converting  all  others  to  one's  own  view  or
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self  in  all  things      And  in  equal  truth  each  man's  decision  does
in  some  measure  bolster  the  courage  of  others.

It  is  each  man's  du.ty  to  make  a  choice.     In  this  instance,
despite  the  widest  reading  of  which  I  an  capable   (which  is  more
than  I  can  say  for  many  on  so  vital  a  problem)  it  is  ny  personal
conviction  at  this  moment  that  the  involvement  of  our  country  in
Vietnam  was  ill  advised  to  begin  with,  worse  subsequently  and
presently  a  growing  disaster  both  morally  and  militarilyo
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But  I  do  ITOT  thiut[  mirie  is  the  only  ethical  stance  in  any
moral  issue:  So  let  it  be  clear  that  in  such  matters  I  never
attempt  to   impose  ny  oun  view  upon  others  with  the  full  force  of
absolute  Jewish  authority.     Ihere  is  no  such  thing.

But  as  a  rabbi  I  can  and  should  guide  whoever  consults  me
insofar  as  the  ethical  teachings  of  Judaism are  concerned  and  in-
sofar  as  these  teachings  can  shape  the  direction  of  a  man's  own

¥::::  £e:±S::F[;do[  may  give  my  reasons  for  my  stand  on  any  mo|.a|
View  in  such vay  asB¥: Eo¥:#±:e:°:n:¥£e`ir±::n¥:ts¥i¥  :¥iherln  battle  or  ln  jail  for  support  or  non-support  of  the  war.

By  the  Saxpe  logic  it  is  equally  immoral  I  think  for  others
to  attempt  to  impose  their  views  on  me  or  to  attempt  to  silence
me  any  more  than  any  other  man  either  by  threat  of  imprecation.

If  there  be  one  moral  lesson  thrust  upon  us  with  gI`eater  force
than  ever  before  it  is  that  every  man  has  a  duty,  a  religious
responsibility  to  decide  the  moral  course  of  his  life  independent
of  the  actions  or  thoughts  or  commands  of  others®     Tjife  holds  no

8::::#:::  ::  :=::£t:°#af:%me.:g:::f±::  = ¥::r:: ::f?yrdom®    And
In  this  gontext  the  hopeless  cry  ''1`that's  the  use"  becomes  all

the  more  tragic  when  uttered  as  a  surrender  by  young,  well-inten-
tioned,   thoughtful  people  who  know  perfectly  well  what  their  own
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moral  standards  are  but  find  themselves  intimidated  and  silenced
by  the  cynicism  and  abuse  and  intolerance  of  those  wlio  make  no
anguished  decision  for  themselves  but  merely  follow  the  line  that

8:h£:Set:Ve  determined  for  them.     Thus  do  laziness  and  loyalty  get

rhe  comple3£  issue  of  Vietnam  is  not  alone  the  point.     Ihe
peril  to  our  immortal  souls  inhere.Tit  in  the  course  of  action  w]rfeh
every  one  of  us  pursues  in  moral  choices  is  a  matter  appropriate
to  Yon  Kippur.
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If  the  first  response  to  moral  decision  excites  our  serise  of  the
tragic,  there  is  another  question which  stirs  our  most  profound
sense  of  pity.     Over  and  again  when  loyalty  to  one's  faith,   con-
stancy  in  trust,  faithfulness  in  love  or  honesty  in  business  are
mentioned  we  hear  the  retort:     "1'`tho  cares?"

who  c:::':: a CaE:S?#o t]:g:;:a::rp±:;:::±°¥o±asu:#eth=:I:;±go%a§:d
Even  more  disheartening  ls  the  realization  that  there  are  so  Hmy
who  really  believe  that  no  one  cares  what  we  do.

This  summer  I  had  the  exhilarating  experience  of  addressing

€ot8€#::g:  B0y  SCouts.     RTy  job  1,Was  to  describe  for  them  a  Scoutls  futy

I  was  not  satisfied  then,  nor  am  I  now  with  simply  listing
our  duties  of  love,  and  fidelity,   compassion  Justice  and  equality

33¥=€dn8tirh:=:  °#Tw£%ega£:±¥g  C°ntent  to  Pray  for  these  virtues.     Ihe

I  told  those  youngsters  that  even  in  the  face  of  the  scepticism
and  derision  of  many  when  they  acted  morally,  made  honorable
choices  and  opted  for  the  way  of  goodness,   those  who  really  loved

±±::nf8?e€h¥::yGg#:h:    their  teachers,  their  parents,  their  true
The  reminder  is  necessary  because  if  God  has  become  an  ab-

straction  to  us,  man  himself    is  well  on  the  way  to  joining  his
God  as  a  vague  abstraction  in  these  days  of  representing  the

g:::±;ufo::st#ish==.Pefi:3n::±±¥sP#gnh¥:e=:c`=±€ecf8::;h]iutgLs::::y
In  our  prayerbook  tonight  we  will  ask:     "Irispire  with  courage
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those  who  wait  for  Thee."
ests  of  those  whom  we  have
understand  Judaism  that  it
pati;ern  of  American  social ___ __     J=  -___ --     \-1,
prophetic  path  toward  the  most  hopeless  and  helpless  in  the  world."Ti,',,'ho  cares?"     Iifen  and  i,vomen  and  children  everyithere   care  very  much
what  w.e  do  with  our  wealth„   our  power.  and  certainly  with  our  hearts.

Let  no  one  delude  you  w.e  do  not  live  in  an  age  of  violent
revolution  and  rebelliono     rinhe  voice  of  the  discontented  shouts  in
the  streets  and  campuses,   in  the  ghettoes  and  poverty  plagued
hovels  of  this,  our  land.    If  there  be  a  short  supply  of  anything
in  our  country  it  is  not  Toread  or  money,   it  is  not  clothes  or
appliances,  it  is  not  automobiles  or  refrigerators.     The  short
supply  is  a  permeatirbfr  concern  for  others,  whether  in  HaigELAshbury,
or  Detroit   or  Omadra's  ltTear  I'`Torth  Side  or  in  the  rice  paddys  of

ts£¥:#y#§t:Ji:;;:    8#:tG::  :+::eg:SS?8:.Ki:i#£  :a::::"re:I::y£:et£:res.
Ill

In  much  the  sane  vein  is  the  response  cormon  in  defense  of  a
new  kind  of  morals  or  lack  of  them  that  is  called  by  various  nanes.
So`me  would  dignify  this  libertarian  approach  to  life  by  calling
it  the  l`Tew.  REorality.     Others  talk  about   ''Situation  Ethics"  which
in  one  sense  is  perfectly  acceptable  but  in  most  applications  of
it  and  interpretations  of  it  maJ[es  each  man  a  law  unto  himself
with  his  own  pleasure  and  his  own  comfort  the  single  goal  ol.  his
action.

Phose  v,rho  espouse  the  lTew  Pv'Iorality  counter  appeals  for  more

€±8b±=f±:¥e:#c:?=ationships  With  the  hackneyed  clincher:     lli,Fthat is

lhe  trouble  is  that  the  ''difference"  is  often  difficult  to
demonstrate.    At  leasi;  at  the  moment.     Ihe  sneak  attack  on  the
fidelity  of  the  fan  ily,  the  clandestine  relationships  of  young
people  vwh.o   think  they  are  in  love,  tli_e  experimental  nature  of  the
mos.t  intimate  sexual  unions  that  look  upon  the  marriage  vows  with
disdain,  the  escapes  from  the  realities  of  lif e  via  a  host  of  mind-
warping  agents  all  togethei-  speak  of  a  world  in which  "ayn  din,  v'
#%#as?¥°€|'::  :#:::ei3e¥3  Judge  and  there  is  no  judgment.n    so:

the  d:=:g::£c::ru±±fne¥€:=;?  ±:e::i±:  :£eg::feE£:€edif=::e:c:h±:knot
found  in  the  punis]rment  meted  out  by  a  punitive  God  in  anothertvvorld.     At  least,   not  in  ny  honest  conception  of  the  God  of  Israel.
Ihe  difference  is  in  this  w.orld  and  +-his  life,  here  and  now.

Ihe  difference  wi.11  be  between  homes  that  crumble  arid  the
wreckage  of  dislocated  children  with  broken-hearted  parents  and

Rabbi   Sidney  I.I.   Brooks
It  takes  courage  to  act  in  the  inter-
never  seen.     It  takes  courage  to  so
leads  us  away  from  the  safe  bourgeouis
and  economic  standards  and  points  a
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I-anilies  which  are  the  cradles  of  healthy  lives  and  soundly  reliable
hllTnan    lr`ai.ir`rtt]            mL^     J]..flfl~.__.___     ____.ii     I          .       .human  beings ®     The  difference  will -b:'-b-e-tw;;riY;o-riL;
cannot  find  their  direction  and  those  who,  turning
All+t„nl^JJ     i.'.-     +1^_          -_____I   _I                .11          -              .Outward  to   the     ivvorld,   will   cha|it  -Iist,Tr  €-O-riis;;-+i-;LLEO;LdJ5E:r+%ri::selves
and  their  contemporaries®     The  difference  will  be  betw.een  love  that
is  crippling  because  there  is  no  substance  to  it  and  love  which
^|r-|.  +--,     J__      _  _  _   ______I.      1                 ,e}[cites
will  be
reality
are  the

people  whotheir  faces

_  _      -.  v      `+.+L`^     +`/  V  +      VYLJ+\+LLto  accomplishment  and  growth  aid~-inaturity.     Ihe  difference
betT,iT7een  hallucinations  that  are  synthetic  and  unrelated  to
and  the  kind  of  dreams  that  will  enrich  our  lives  because  they
Pa.i,f.e_Trps_._?I___,t9mgrroiv`,r'S   Creations.      The   difference  will   be_  _____--~-         +LL`+    `^+LLULt=LLIE;a    WILL     ut=beti,`t'ee+1  a  v`'orld   in  which war  will  forever  blight  human  life  and  a.

i.7orld  in  vthich  men  `',rill  learn  to  live  with  ea.ch  other  in  secure  arid
comfortable  relati onsl'iips.

In  tl~.e   course  of  this  day  '\,r7e  vyrill  read  over  and  again  "Hate  the
evil,   love  the  good  and  establish  justice  into  the  affairs  of  men."

vr±:±¥8tt:u:±ie±£i±'£;r]:Tg%::„even  as  'iTire  Pray:     "iTulfill  the  hope  of  all

-----
If  yoT  are  in  ar-iy  v,rays  affected  by  the  guilt  v,7e  all  share  in

the  su±`ferlng,   the  unTv',rarranted  death,  the  emotional  turmoil  that
chu.ms  i.Ti  so  many  places,   then  take  seriously  the  essence  of  this
I.Ioly  Day  and  poll.der  the  validity  of  our  faith  in  the  power  of  good-
ness  and  mercy  and  justice.

If  you   say   ''T,thatls  the  use?    Tirho  cares?    \3Jhat's  the  difference?"
let  this  day  remind  you  that  your  personal  decision  for  a  life  of
righteousness  and  fidelity  and  compassion  tvvill  spell  i+he  use  of
your  fait.h„   the  encou.1.agement  of  millions  who  care  and  the  difference
between  death  and  lil-e.

''Grant  honor  0  Lord  to  them  that  I`evere  Thee,   inspire  with
courage  those  who  wait  for  Thee  and  fulfill  the  hope  of  all  who
trust  in  lhy  name."

i.1men o
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