NewsBanik

egonian (published as The Sunday Oregonian.) - April 14, 1935 - page 15
I 14,1935 | Oregonian (published a unday Oregonian.) | Portland, Oregon | Page

RECON Y OV
OF ‘AN WGTH HOE'§

—‘—-

S W S S TFE e T T O T

' Researoh Reveals Markham S
Born Near Rwer -

W

OREGON CI’I‘Y April 13 (Spe-
clal)ﬂErroneous reports that Fd-| S
win Markham was born on a farm |9

on the Abiqua rlver, publmhed a 22
few months ago, stirred Oregon|st
City people to- locatmg the. actual|he
birthplace of the famous poet wholin

now resides on Staten., 151&11(1 N. Y.liz

Markham was born in a little!le
elﬁ_l_ow house which stood at Fifth|
fand Water street in this city, fac-|in
ing” the Willamette river, andim
which went out in the flood of|a
:1861 2.7 | - jof

- VISIT MADE IN 1921  |la

’I‘hls fact was established byl >
Fred S. Perrme secretary of ‘the
chamber of commerce, after com-|
municating with various early day.
residents of the mty The Markham|
family later lived in a house which
stood between Main and Water|
streets and Twelfth and Thirteenth, | 0!
|which Mr. Markham, on a visit|ll
‘|here in 1921, picked. He wvisited|Oo!
“lthis cottage, which stands.on an |
|alleyway, in company with Rva Te
[Emery. Dye, historian, and Fred|St
;Parker now deceased, and’ ex-|
pressed the belief that he was born pi
in that bulldmn' n

Th1s, in:the light of 1nformat10n le
supphed by older settlers, is. be-
lieved: to be .an error, since Sarah|c
Hunsaker Tompkms of Dayton ha§
written that her late husband, Jo-|X
sephus Tompking, and her Slster J
the late ,Mrs. D'Arcy, agreed that |
the Markham family lived “near|d
where the’ Pope remdencc was, and|
perhaps now is.” ‘This remdence is
now Xnown as the Empress hotel, S
facing Water street between Flfth d
and Sixth., . o

FAMILY WIOVED IN 1809 :

"‘.Mrs.'- Tompkms .says the Ma.r«-it}
Tquam family-moved to California jf¢
in 1859, when: Edmn, whose “Man | g
With the Hoe™ - has since brought
him into first.rank among Ameri-

can poets, was 7 years old. Because | O
[of Edwin Markham s age when the | ©!
family left Oregon City it is con-|&
sidered reasonable that he may| ™
have been mistaken as to the House | ¢
in which he was born and cou-
{fused his bzrthplace with a dwell-
ing in which he spent a part of

his early boyhood - |

| Records in the" courthouse ‘here!
{show that Elizabeth Markham, the
1poet’s mother, bought lot 5 in
4block 11 from- Dr.  John McLough-{
lin before March 4, 1849, and that]. :
-{she also owned other property in 3
{what is now downtown Oregon; i
City. |
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