NANCY WRK HARR IS

The paternal grend-parents of Nency Work were David VYork and
Mary Ann Porterfield, who came from Irelaend to a point near Phila-
delphia, Pa., thence to St.Vlairsville, Belmont County, Ohio, where
their children, David, John, lMary Amm, Alexander, Ruth and Samuel were
born and reared. The pareuts were buried at Cadiz, Ohio. We have no
information as to their relatives in Irelamnd.

David married Theodate Todd, who at the age of 18 years drove
from the State of Georgia with her parents, brothers and sisters 1o
Captina, Belmont County, Ohio. The children borm to this union were,
Theresa the eldest (died when three months old and buried at Cadiz),
John born 1812 (never married), Sarah Ann, Robert, Elizabeth, and Naney.

Nancy was born Septenber 1, 1819 on a farm nesr St.Clairsville,
Belmont County, Ohio. The farm was carved from the native forest by
patient toil. There were no organized schools and Nency received all
told six months schooling in a swscription school, While still a
yvoung girl her feather died and the family moved to a farm a little
northwest of the village of Pennsville, Morgen County, Ohic, All were
accus tomed to work and Naney took her pert in the home and in tThe
field in order to meet the vicissitudes of a new settlement. The stock
had to be penned up at night to pwotect it against the inrcads of
wolves. Deer and wild turkey were abundant., They had to teke their
grain to the mills at Zanesville and Beverly, the trip requiring two or
three days.

On april 9, 1835, she was married to Watson Harris, who md coue
from it., Pleasant, Jefferson County, Ohio. &bout this time Nancy's
brothers, John amnd Robert bought the ferms long known since as the
Grimes, and Galbraith farms on the State Road in Berne Tp.,Athens Co.,
Chio and they and their mother moved to the farm while Nancy and her
husband remeined at Pennsville until after the birth of their souns,

John and Williem. They then removed to the Alloway farm near Pennsville,
thence to the Baelderson farm on Bald Eagle Creek, thence to Windsor
(Stockport) when Leander was:: a baby. On account of continued sickness
and the immorel conditions of Windsor the family moved to Chesterhill,
Morgan County, in 1845. Their experience &t Windsar is described in
Watson's autobiography. In Chesterhill they lived near the Quaker meeting
house in the property afterward known as the John Plummer property, where
George was born, thence they moved to the south end of town, second house
west side as vou euter town (a log house), thence back into thePlummer

property .

While living in Chesterhill Nancy was converted and joined the
Methodist Protestent Chureh about 1845. AL this time Watson was building
a house far John P. Wood (later owned by John Edgertond., After The men
had gone to work Nancy took the family Bible down end read and prayed and
told the children that their father was praying. He joined the Church
the following year and beceme a devout Christian. John Harris, a son,
then about eight years of ege, frequently related an incident that Took
place at the family alter about this time. His cousin,, Ajelon “l1loway,
was visiting in the home and as Watson was reading the Bible a mouse made
its appearmnce on the scene and Ajelon, forgetting that he was in a
devotional service, exclaimed, "Ihere goes a mouse". The incident did

not arouse much devotional spirit.
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they then moved to her mother's old house since known as the
Abner Galbraith place on the State Road in Berne Tp., Athens County.
(The old house was replaced by a new one and that also has disappeared
through burning. The writer remembers both houses.) Nancy 's brother
Robert lived in a caebin across the road North., A pole~cat persisted in
coning into the house at night and Robert set g trap (dead=fall) and
cavught .it, but the stench nearly drove them from the house., They lived
here about one year while they were bui ldin% the splendid hewn log house
on the seventy acre farm just south of the Galbreith farm which John T,
Work, her brother, had willed to Nancy. they then moved to their owm
Tarm, in 1851, where Jane and Charles were born. As Watson was a
cripple, they rented the farm to ILeander and the Tamily returned to
Chesterhill, where theyvy lived in a house north of the Nelson Gray
property then in the VanLaw property on NMillSt, Just west of the Mill,
then in the Lee property (replaced snd now known as Worrall property)
in North end of Chesterhill, It was here that Watson died April 29,
1871, Nency remained in Chesterhill perhaps two years and moved into
the 0ld house on the fam, (Leander cccupying the new house) in Berne
Tp.,Afhens County. Leender moved to Stewart and Charles took charge
of the farm until he went to Arepehoe, Nebraska about 1879. Her grend-
son Joe Harris lived with her for sane time until she sold the houselo 1d
goods and went to Charles in Nebraska. After several months she returned
but never kept house again regulerly. George rented the farm and Nancy
mede her home much of the +time with her daughter Theodate Marquis.
george moved to McLouth, Kansas in the spring of 1884 and returned in the
all.

John took charge of the farm for some time and then Theodate with
her femily moved to the farm. The farm (the surface) was sold to Charles
Caldwell, who built both house and barn on the Opposite side of the
road from where the original buildings stood. The o0ld barn was built of
logs with frame sheds attached, Nancy's last years were spent with John
(her son) and her dsughter-in-law Margeret on whai was known as the
Perkins farm near Mt.Hermon United Bretheen Church, Athens Co., Ohio,
She had been in poor health for some time but rallied again and was in
fair health, but was teken illegain in the home of her son John and
within a week was ushered into the presence of her King april 4, 1910
at the age of 90 years, 7 months and 3 days. Her son George comducted
brief religious services in the home and intement was made beside her
husband in the Marion Township cemetery at Che sterhill, Morgan County, O.
lhe funerel director was lir. Godderd of Chesterhill.

T.B8. The ebove ind rmation was secured by the writer from taking
notes in cmversation with Nenecy Harri s and her son John Work Harris.
LT 1s put together in this brief form to invite constructive criticisam
and further and fuller informastion which anyone may be able to furnish.
The motive is to get as full and accurate informetion as possible so
that it mey be handed down %o succeeding generations.

Joseph Hastings Harris,
Westerville, Ohio, Jamary 4, 1927.



MEIMORIES OF GRAIDMOTHER HARRIS

according to the record, I was about nine months old when my
grand father, Watson Harris, died and grandmother was about 51 years old.
Lbout my earliest recollection of her was the devoubt menner in whieh she
prayed. ©She used frequently the expression "grant Lord, ete.” and since
the only "grant" that I knew anything about was FElla Tonarr's little
dog bearing the name "Grant", I was puzzled to know why grandmother
dragged the dog into her prayers.

After Uncle Charles went to INebraska in 1879 I stayed with grani-
mother much of the time, going to school, and choring far her. I was
then about eight to eleven years old. In years that followed she was in
our home part of the time and elways near enough to keep in close touch
with her until her death. I wonder now that I did not write to her more
frequently and show greater sppreciation of her wonderful life.

Grandmother was of medium steture (possibly below the average)
streight and erect, and moved ebout swiftly, but with a grace and dignity
becaning a queen. She wore a small shoe, dressed neatly. ©Some people
thought she was proud. 4although her schooling was limited to six months
in & subsecription school, she possessed strong intellectual Teculties
which somehow made you feel that vou were in a coamanding presence. She
loved to read and doubtless if trained in the schools would have achiieved
in the field of literature. 8So great was my appreciation of hef moral
ideals that as a boy I could not think of grandmother dolng anything that
was not exactly right., How she loved the children! In later years our
voung boys spoke of her as "The grandmother, with the crumpled face, that
snoked The pipe™.

Her reverence for God and the unseen verities impressed me.
During a thunder storm she soothed my childish fears by telling of God 's
protecting care. IHer praywrs whether in the home or in churbh led me to
believe that grandmother walked with an unseen presence. She was kKind 0
me and memories of her will be enshrined throuwh time, yes, through the
eternal ages,

Jde L& HEarris:



