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George Ross, the founder of the New Jerscy fanily of the nawe, was
borm in Scotland., At the Baitlec © Dunbar, 3 September 1650, he was taken
priscner by Cromrell's troops when they defeated leslio's Co'enanters.
Because 0. his youth he was not irprisoned or executed as werc some, but
was permitted to migrmate to America. He was shipped aboard the JOHN and
SARAH out of London, John Greene, Master, bound for New England. John
Cotton, writing to lord Crormvell from Boston in 1651 wrote of "the Scots
vhos God delivered unto your hands at Dunbar and wvhereof sundry are sent

bere.* Hy ajed tn Rahway, N.J. January 1705.

George Ross did not stay in Boston but removed to New Haven, Conn.
whero on 7 December 1658 he married Constance Littie. Two yenrs later
he took the cath of fidelity on May 1660 in New Haven wherc he and his
family resided until about 1670. In Conn. he wns a cerpenter and was
made a freeman in 1668, the year of his marriage, which permitted him to
vote.

Not content with affairs in the Connecticut colony, Gcorge Ross became
one of the 80 founders of Blizabeth, N.J. and woved therc with his wife and
fanily of children, the youngest about two years old and the eldest about
ten years old. The first record of George in Elicabethtovn was on 3O Novem-
ber 1676 when he received a deed for 132 acres of land in six parcels. On
4 December 1676 he was made a Selcctisan of the town. lie became Licutenant
of the local Militia about 1683; was one of two Leacons of the Presbyterian
Church and on 1 May 1686 was made one of the judges of the Court of Small
Causcs. The records show that he was a witness of the wills of several
friends and a deed of 22 December 1696 for 80 acres of calf pasture
he sold to John Smith, names hiam Lt. Ross, the land at Rahway. No will is
found of record for George Ross nor for his wife. Their children are
known through the records of their births in Ncw Heven, Conn. vital recordst

Children of George and fonstance (Little) Russ:

. i. John bom 23 February 1660, baptized 13 May 1662; married Abigail
Alling, daughter of John Allingj died 9 December 170z.
{i. Daniel born 10 October 1663, baptized November 16035 warried nis
brother John's widow, Abigail (Alling) Ross
1ii. George baptized May 1662; married Hennah Spinning, daughter cI
Humphrey and Abigail (llubbard) Spinning; died ir 1717, his
will proved 14 November 1717.
iv. Elisabeth borm 26 Docember 1665; married Capt. Daniel Price;
no issue. .
v. Hannah born 14 August 1668; married John Lambert, son of Rogor
Lanbert from England; died 1748 ae 80 years.

REFERENCES USED
Ross Panily in Gardner Collection, N.J. Historical Soc.
Ms. by B, Ogden Ross, Atty., 18 State St., Troy, N.Y. from notes
left by his father

Vital Records of New Haven, Conn.
New Baven Town Records (printed) and N.J.VWills
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JOHN ROSS ( 166G - 1702)

JOIN"ROSS ( Goorool)

John Ross, som of George and Constance(Little) Ross, was bom
in Now Haven, Conn. 23 February 1000} died 9 vecember 1702 in the part
of Elizabethtown, N.J. which later bacame Jlahway. lle narried Abigail
Alling, daughter of John Alling whc after his death mmrried second,
Daniel Ross, brother of her first husband.

Children of John and Abigail (Alling) Ross*

i. ‘oshn bom c. 1683, went to sea and drovned
. ii. GBRURGCE b.c. 1685‘ d. Oct. 1750
iii. Abigail 1687} married Jonathan Miller
ive Sarah 1699 married Peter Kingsland
v. Nathaniel 1601; married Jane Price
vi. James 1693; died without lssue 1723
vii. Josoph 1695
viii. Benjamin 16973 dicd 1760

® according to the Gardner Collection at N.J.Hist.Soc.,Nowark,N.J.
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GEORGE nwss (1685 - 1759)
|

GRORGE’ROSS ( JohnZ, Georgel) |

George Ross, son af John and Abigail (Alling) Rosst was born 1685
in the borough of Blizadelli, N.J., which later cane to be known as
Rahway, N.JM; died there Jeaving a will doted 18 Octobar 1730 proved
10 November 1750. He warried possibly Susanna ( - ) who Yrcbably died
before 1750 since "> aawes no wife iu his will. He was a carpenter.

]

There was no stipulated wminister at the Rahway Church, Presbyterian,
during the ycars rocords are nucded to cstablish this third generation
of the Ross family, thcrefore it bect .22 necessury to weigh the ovidence
needed to be sure that the correct George Ross has been documented, for
there were others of the name living in taeg Elizabeth area.

George Ross' will of 1750 states he was a carpenter of "the Borough
of Elizabeth". MNis land "adjoining John Williams" is devised to his son
David. This is confirmed by the will of John Williams in 1782 in which
he names his own land "to run back to land of bavid Ross." The 1750
Ross will also devises "land bought of Jonathuu Miller". Jonathan Miller's
will of 1727 names his "honcstead at Rahway". This is one of the carly
designations of the name in wills of that area. Jonathan Miller, Jr.
who was oves la but under 21 when his lather died, chose Thomas Scuddor
as his guardian. Thonas Scudder wae one of the wituegses to the 1750
Ross will. Thomas Scudder's own will of 1761 states he was 'of the
Borough of Elizabeth! and then went on to dovise his land to his sons
in Rahway Mgaduwas. There various items appear to constitute, proof that
ahis George Ross was definitely of Rahway and the 252.George3kosa who
fits into the lineage at this point. :

Cnildven

-AieaBen of George Ross and hia wife ( - ) for whom no births or
baptisas are found; lmown only from their father's willj order unlmownt

John ‘
Susanna Griffes Edward Griffe of the Borough of Elizabeth, cordwainer,

died intcstatc. On 17 Aug. 1754 Susanna Griffe renounced and
gave her righ. t:..tminister the estate to John Ross [her brother)
Witness was George Rusa Lanother brotherlwho was also the honds-
man in tho estate settlement. '

+ GEORGE

Hannah

David

Phebe ]

REFERENCES USED

New Jersey Wills

Note: Georgc3Rosu wvas a minor, age 17, wten his ifather didd,but
no guardfanship papers are found for him.:
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GEORGE ROSS (c. 1715-1785)
GEORGIAROSS (GeorgeS. Johnz. Georoel)

George Ross, son of George and ( - ) Russ, was born in Elizabeth
Borough (Rahway) N.J. about 1715; died there intestate in March 1785.
He married before 1743 Ruth Scudder, daughter of Benjamin Scudder.,

With the paucity of pre-Revolutionary War records it has been
difficult to prove this fourth generation. Again it has been necessary
to use vhatever peripheral data is available in probate records.

The will of Benjamin Scudder of the Borough of Eligzabeth, was
proved 29 April 1743. 1In it he devised his real and personal estates
to his children, among whom he named Ruth Ross. The executdrs of the
estate were "friend George Ross" [George’] and "son-in-law George
Ross, Jr.¥ (George .

en on 3 March 1785 an administrator for the 1ntestate estate of
Georue was assigned by the court, George5 Rosz [sonl bocame administrator.
It is not clear whether the John Ross who was fellow bondsman was
George's brother or whether he was another son. All are designated
as of "Elisabeth Borough", i.e., Rahway. No file of eptate papers
has survived. In the rocording of the estate procodures, the
decedent is named "George Ross III of Elizabeth Borough" thus differen-
tiating him from the nuuwerous others of the same nane. |

Children of George and Ruth (Scudder) Ross, the 1ist probably
incomplete and order unknownt ‘ ‘ .
Ruth Ross, daughter of George and Ruth Ross, died 6 February 1791
in her 37th year and was buried in Rahway Presbyterian Churchyard,

. George . wife of Joseph Lee. .
John? ' i . | 7
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GEORGE ROSS (c. 1735-1786)

George Ross, son of George and Ruth (Scudder) Ross.lvas born in
Rahway, N.J. about 1745; died there intestate July 1786. He married
Blizabeth ( - ) who died 11 May 1832 aged 85 ycars and was buried in
Rahway Presbyterian Churchyard.

)/ .
GIOBGESROSS (George "3. Johnd, Georgeli

|

When George Ross died in 1786 he was about 41 years of age. The
court made his wife Elizabeth administrator and her fellow bondsman
was John Craig. Since no estate settlement papers survive, there is
no wvay of determining the children of this couple. :
i

Elizabeth ( - ) Ross survived her husband and died on 11 May 1832,
8he was buried in the Joseph Oliver, Jr.~-Nancy Drown plot there in Rahway
Presbyterian Churchyard. It is quite probable she had been living with
her son Isaacb0liver who had married Lydiacoliver. daughier of Joscph
and Nancy (Brown) Oliver. :

The circumstance of this burial is all the evidence found to indicate
the family relationship. There may have been other children of George and
Blizabeth, but no proof can be found. The only one provable isi

+ ISAAC born 1781

_..O‘...i.“‘....

There are four references in Stryker's Officers and Men of New Jersoy in
The Revolutionary War to George Ross, but identifdcation of these men
has not been clarified. Only one has been used as a revolutionary ancestor
for DAR: George Ross, Jr. borm 1753, d. 1796 who married Auy Van Cort
and became a 2nd Lt.in the 8th Co., 2nd Bat. and who was retired 26
Sept. 1780. There was also a George Ross, Ensign in the 5th Co.,1st Bat.,
under Capt. Jos. Meeker, 1st Lt. Giles Mead and 2nd Lt. Archibald Dallas.
They were order on 10 Nov. 1775 to garrison the fort in the lHighlands
on the Hudson River. On 8 Dec. 1775 they were ordered to N.Y.City and on
83 November 1776 after service at Ticonderoga were retumed to N.J. for
discharge. ~

1
It could be argued that Georgeskoss may have boen of this latter company,
the service having been a contributing factor in his early death, but
there is no evidence found that this was the case. There were many in
the area named George Ross, and identification is complicated by that fact

alone.
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} ISAAC ROss (1781 - 1861)

6poss ( George>® **3'Jonn®, Goorgel)

IBAAC

Isaac Ross, son of George and Elizabeth ( - ) Ross, was born in Rahway,
N.J. in 1781; died there 19 February 1861 at agoe 80 and was buried in the
Rahway Presbyterian Churchyard. lle married Lydia Oliver, daughter of
Joseph and Nancy (Broun)lOliver at Rahway on 8 December 1812 [N.J.Journal
oF A8 December 1812] Lydia Oliver was born 13 February 1795 at Rahway and
died there 16 October 1837 ae 42 ycars 8 months 4 days end is buried with
her husband. - .

Isaac Ross vas but B years old when his father died. There may have
been other children, but thore are no records of births or baptisms found

for them. The Elizabethtown Gazette of 3 August 1819 carricd a short

notice vhich may indicatc that Isaac had an older brother George: "Partnership

of George and Isaac Ross' of Rahway dissolved this day."

The will of Isaac Ross dated 20 August 1857 proved 3 April 1861 shows

he wvas affluent.

survived him,
Eliza wife of Elihu Wilcox, Martha Amelia Florence, wife of John D. Florence,
and Caroline Oliver Ross, then unmarried.

He and his wife had had eleven children, but only four
lo devised $3,000 to ench of his surviving daughters, Ann

William Ross, his only surviving

son, was mado tho executor of his father's will and roccived the balance

of the estate, both rcal and personal.

The oldei son, John B. Ross, who

had died bofore 1861, is named in the will: "to heirs of my son John B.
Ross, $1". !

Childron of Isaac and Lydia (Oliver) Ross, all born in Ruhway, N.J.t

i.

Emily born 13 Docember 1813; d. 7 October 1818 ae :.9.2%; buried
Rahway Presbyterian Churchyard as were all the young children
who died in this family.

ii. Margaret born 26 August 1815; d. 1 November 1821 ae 6.2.5
iii. John B. Ross born 1817; d. before 1361 lcaving issue,
iv. Emily borm 25 October 1813; d. 9 Deccmber 1827 ae 9.1.1h
v. William Ross who was the exccutor of his father's will.
vi. Susan born 12 March 18213 d. 1A June 1821 ae 3 mos. 20 das.
vii. Susan born 6 January 1822; d. 8 June 1824 ae Z.5.4.
viii. Ann Eliza born 1823} marricd Elihu Wilcox of Unjon on 22 October
1843 when shec was age 20 years.
ix. Caroline Oliver Ross born 1826 who married after 1861 Mark Reifely
no issue. :
x. Harriot Oliver Roas born 28 September 1028; d. 24 February 1843
aao 14.2.26
xi., Martha Amelia Ross born 1833 who marricd John D. Florence when

she was age 23 years, in 1856. For children of John D.
Florence and Martha Ross see under JOIN D. FLORENCE

'



