Rome, Septa 8

Je Tuve had three days of superficial eight seeing here im ek

Home and have ounly skimmed over the surface of this wonderful
citys So many influences have centered here that 1t would be the
work of a lifetime to sort out and onalyze the effects of the
different civiliza®ions, whose greatest works of srt were brought
here by the conquering ﬁomans. Obelicke snd sphinzes from Lgypt,
ancient Etrusian pottery exquisitely beasutiful Greek statumry and
columns all utilized and woven into the luxurious fabric of Romsn
life,--mutilated and destroyed by the barbarians from the north,
sadly neglected after the remova 1 of the capitol to Constantinaple,
QPFTDLT1¢LG& and perverted for the construction of church by the
Iozeu, and only eince the 17th and 18th centuries brought to light

agalin, Theege ruins of infinite vorieily tell the story of the in—
tenge 1life that has surged about and over thoms.

It i impoesible to Qe scribe, individually and mlnuteIJ, the
things we have seen herey -4 mere skeleton of each day's activities
will have to suffice,s Tuesday moruing we went first to Ste Peter's
where we took the elevator part way and climbed the rest of the way
to the top of the immense dome, where we got & wonderful view of

the city+ The interior of the dome is decorated with mosaic portraits

of the Biblical characterss Prom St, Peter & we went to the Sistine
Chapel which we left reluctantly, for lMichael Angelo has populated
the wall and ceiling with powerful nagnetée characterss In the
Vatican museum museum, we saw many of Raphael's paintings and
tapestries and some of the most famous statuary in the world, ~=the
Lpollo Belvedere, the Laocoon group, and many others, It is a
musedm which one could visit agaein and againe

It was three when we left the ruseum, and even then we left
beceuse it was the clos 1ng hour. &fter lunch at a little restaurant

dn the shage of £t4 FPeter's we ma’Lea to Castle Ste Angele, originally

-the tomb of Hadiian, later usel as a fortBess during the invasions
of the barbarians and finslly =28 a medieval.castle and're idence of
the popes. It was here thet Benvenuto Cellini, Beatrice Cenci, and

other notables were imprisoned, The wooden catapsults and btone balls

uced in the defense of the castle were £till visible.

Tired of seeing so many things close rang ge, we Jjumped into

8 tu;i, drove zhout L“n city for ghout two hours, went back to the
hoiel 1ﬂ,ca1795 1% 8 daye Tacsed many hea ut*ﬁul fountains, and

1ted Sty Tavl’ﬂ, Jmun*wfal churchi, The next day we spent in
the soman orrm. The tesutiful colwmns of the Temple of Saturn and
the Temple of Castor and Follux furnish a skeleton around which one
¢can build an ilaolnarv plct re of the real Forum---~ a majestic-
greup of templar and +whliec Mmilifnge. Nesruy; ir the Celosseum,
where we ¢ tne c@wns and nzi«onn where wild animals ond their
progpective victims were Pepug i{alking past the Palatine hill where
marny of the Caegers had 1heir ralaceo we ceme .to the site of the
Circue Luﬂlntr, the geene of ciarict races snd other public ;8~uiV-
1ties, such as the feeling of slaves and christians to the liens and
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of the time I rememher hic as a posltive
fezt the moment he entered the room, Fhy-
Pl”ht, stocky but not at all fat, clear,

] firm hands. He wore & white robe or
with golden heels. :

=
,’3..1

o Wias very colorful, end at the ‘same time

it was a p“’V¢_ége for which I am very gratefull.
agitasd ; @ quick chenge of clothing, and Uncle Dudley
Leo “na i boardeé tle gl dor “10rencu. The trip was rether utnevent-
ful but os we went farther nort%e the landscape became more and

nore beautiful---more éTG@ﬁ everywnere~--~treas and gardens---and

lege of the dry psrched anveardnce of southern Italy, At half past
eight we arrived .in Floren ’ went at one to the Hotel Baﬂllorl, had
dinner end went to bed. _
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