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12/12/00

THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING HERE WITH US TODAY. I KNOW THAT SOME OF
YOU ARE HERE AT GREAT DISRUPTION TO YOUR DAILY ROUTINES AND SOME OF YOU
HAVE TRAVELED A GOOD DISTANCE TO BE HERE AND WE VALUE THAT SHOW OF
SUPPORT GREATLY.

IN THE PAST FEW DAYS 1 HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO REFLECT ON THE
RELATIONSHIP I HAVE WITH MY FATHER. STRANGELY ENOUGH 1 REALIZED THAT IT
WAS ONLY IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS OR SO THAT I CAME TO TRULY KNOW HIM AS AN
ADULT. AS A YOUNG BOY I THINK I JUST VIEWED HIM AS A HERO. NOT REALLY
UNDERSTANDING WHY I THOUGHT THAT WAY, PROBABLY IT WAS JUST A SENSE THAT
THERE WAS NO POSSIBLE SITUAION IN THE WORLD THAT COULD COME UP WITH WHICH
HE COULD NOT DEAL WITH. THEN COMES ADOLESCENSE AND A PERIOD OF SELF
ABSORBENCE DURING WHICH YOU JUST TAKE FOR GRANTED THAT HE IS THERE TO TAKE
CARE OF WHATEVER NEEDS TO BE TAKEN CARE OF. A LITTLE LATER IN LIFE YOU GO
THROUGH A REBELLIOUS PERIOD DURING WHICH YOU FEEL YOU KNOW MORE THAN HE
COULD EVER HOPE TO TEACH YOU. FINALLY YOU BECOME AN ADULT AND THEN YOU
REALIZE THAT, TO BORROW A QUOTE, THAT THE OLDER YOU GET THE MORE YOUR
FATHER SEEMS TO KNOW. IT WAS HOWEVER WHEN I CAME TO WORK WITH HIM AND SIT
OPPOSITE OF HIM IN THE OFFICE DAY IN AND DAY OUT THAT I GAINED A REAL CLEAR
UNDERSTANDING OF HIM AS A PERSON.

ONE THING ABOUT MY FATHER WAS THAT HE WAS INCREDIBLY IF NOT
MADDINGLY ANALYTICAL. WHEN 1 DISCUSSED A DECISION WITH HIM HE WOULD THINK
ABOUT IT TIRELESSLY AND COME UP WITH ONE HUNDRED REASONS WHY I SHOULD GO
IN ONE DIRECTION. AFTER LISTENING TO HIS REASONING I WOULD BE LEANING IN HIS
DIRECTION. THE NEXT DAY HE WOULD COME IN WITH A HUNDRED AND FIFTY REASONS
WHY THE OTHER DIRECTION MIGHT BE BEST. AFTER HE WAS DONE POURING OVER
EVERY MINUTE DETAIL HE WOULD INVAIRABLY SUM IT ALL UP BY
SAYING, “WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE DO WHATEVER YOU WANT.” HE WOULD LATER ASK
WHAT DECISION  HAD MADE AND WHEN I WOULD REPLY I DON’T KNOW YET, HE
WOULD SAY I DON’T UNDERSTAND WHY IT IS SO DIFFICULT FOR YOU TO MAKE A
DECISION.

THE OTHER IRONY THAT OCCURS TO ME IS THIS. MY FATHER’S HEART WAS BOTH
VERY FRAGILE AND ALSO HIS STRONGEST QUALITY. HE WAS A MAN WHO COULD NOT
BEAR TO SEE ANYONE OR ANYTHING IN PAIN. WHETHER THEY WERE ANIMALS OR
PEOPLE STRANGERS OR FRIENDS WHEREEVER HE SAW SUFFERING IT SHOOK HIM TO THE
CORE. I RECENTLY WAS TOLD THAT HE ACTUALLY CONSIDERED THE OCCUPATION OF
UNDERTAKER EARLY IN LIFE BECAUSE HE HAD AN UNCLE IN THE BUSINESS. I
LAUGHED WHEN I HEARD THIS BECAUSE I COULD THINK OF NO MORE INAPROPRIATE
OCCUPATION FOR HIM THAN THIS.

THANKFULLY HE GAVE UP ON THIS AFTER A FEW DAYS BECAUSE I KNOW THAT IF HE
HAD TO FACE PEOPLE IN GRIEF EVERY DAY HE PROBABLY WOULD HAVE WORKED
ABOUT TWO DAYS IN HIS LIFE.

HIS SOLE PREOCCUPATION IN LIFE HOWEVER WAS PROVIDING FOR HIS FAMILY.
THIS IS WHAT DROVE HIM CONSTANTLY. HE WAS NEVER SATISFIED WITH WHAT HE HAD
TO GIVE BEING ENOUGH. IF I CAN SAY ANYTHING TO HIM NOW IT WOULD BE THIS.
RELAX, WITH ALL THAT YOU HAVE PROVIDED SHOULD ANY OF US FAIL,THE
SHORTCOMINGS ARE ALL OUR OWN. THOUGH YOU WOULD NOT ACCEPT IT YOU MUST
KNOW THAT YOU COULD NOT HAVE GIVEN MORE THAN YOU GAVE , YOU COULD NOT
HAVE DONE MORE THAN YOU DID AND YOU COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MORE THAN YOU
WERE TO US, AS A HUSBAND, AS A FATHER AND AS A FRIEND WE WILL CONTINUE TO
LIVE WITH YOU LAUGH WITH YOU AND LOVE YOU
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FOR YOU GRANDPA

ILOVE YOU
YOU ARE GONE,
BUT FOREVER REMAINING IN MY HEART
YOUR LOVE AND GENEROSITY
HAS BEEN LIKE THE SUN
SHINING DOWN ON ME.
YOU’VE GIVEN YOUR ALL
TO MAKE THE ONES YOU’VE LOVED
HAVE WHAT YOU DID NOT
NEVER ASKING FOR ONE THING IN RETURN
I WILL NEVER FORGET ALL YOU HAVE GIVEN ME.
ALL YOU HAVE MADE POSSIBLE FOR ME.
ILOVE YOU WITH ALL MY HEART AND SOUL
AND YOU WILL FOREVER LIVE ON IN MY HEART.
YOUR EYES ALWAYS FILLED WITH LOVE
YOUR SMILE THAT COULD LIGHT UP A ROOM
THE SPECIAL BOND THAT COULD NEVER BE BROKEN
FOR ALL THESE THINGS

I LOVE YOU GRANDPA
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