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Uncle Dudley and I were hoth very much exdééteds Ve saw the
sun rise from behind Vesuvius, and caught glimpses of 0ld sombre
castles and fortresseg: The detsile of our arrival I cannct rom-
ember for thore were the stewards to tip, the packings to finieh,
" books to be mailed ang meny othier sueh details to attend tos

e wore given no physical examinstion, Cur passporte were
ingpected on the boet.and we 2ot throush the customs without
heving tc unpack our suitcases, e want immedistely to 4the
enta Lucla Hotel, after sending lizctor on his way to lomes
eving seetired nice rooms, we walked to Thos Cook £nd Sons' office
where I arranged tc heve my trunks sent on to kilan, 4 ghort
‘walk brought us tc the Aquarivm----the most corplete in the world,
411 gorts of unususl and interesting fish anéd crustaces we sawe—-—
£es hcrses, crabs, jelly fish, eels, elctric fish which gave us G
quite a shock when we squeezed them, and sensitve plante which
drew in their tentacles when s sticlk was brought rnesr therm, Vith
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b Sgrriet Intehin corried on here investigations when in Haples,

& 1ittle wheedling we persusded the care-teker upstairs to show
the lsboratory rcoms where the students worked. It vwas here
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: 4 street car took ug into'aﬁfentirely different part of the
city and we got off at the Naticnal luseum, ie had lunch nearby,
but not without difficulty, for the menu card wasg quite stzange
and there was no table d%hote, luseums are indescriababel, This
one wag interesting chisfly bdcause of the frescoes and statuary

; from Fompeii, | 4s we walked buck thru town we pessed seversl
i, e-d8Pge eirches and by lookdny in our guide book Tound thst we were

near the church of Santa Chiarm, 4 very Pleasant monk conducted

ug thru the churel, the old convent, und the wonastery. Jhat -a
glorious ingtitution----it must have been in its prinel 4t one

time over five hundred ladies of noble bLlood sought seclusion herse,
Small wonder, with a2ll the wars that vere going on., The monks?
quarters were very simple in comparison to those of the nung, vie
caw two tapestries thet the nuns had made~---beautiful things, quite
sriistlcally dones Ou all the walls, even those of the clolsters
~facing on open courts, were frescoes and paintings. The refectory
with long wooden tabhles and the kitchen, now used as g laundry made
one realize thet the nuns actuslly lived here, Probably here they e
founé the only ryossible slternative from being used a pawns of war,
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The remains of Sunte Chiara snd several historicelly inter-
eeting smrcophagi are placed nesr the glter 0f the church itself,
The cupolo above the altar and = great part of the long ceiling
-were covered with mosaics portraying BPibliecal stories, and massive
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raintings by Italian and Flemish artists., In comparison the church
- of Gesu Nuova seemed very diminutive,

In the evening we went to one of the many  little restoursnts
, on the water front for dinner, "Barber Shop" rueicians sang and played
--with must gusto and noise, and passed the plate with just as ruch eusto;
#£7% @fter the short walk along the water front we went to bed-~--very 4
s N Wired, Samd were*eaten*up by*mosquiioesg
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7ijéll here I g0 on another instsllation, In the mesntime we hav’
We busy days of s htseeing :
o ot e ;




in Dome----inexhaustible tressure house, Don't know how successfully
I cen get back into the atmosphere of Nsples and Capri.

Pridey morning we got up early and took the smaller (and less
expeusive) of the two boats for Capri, More "barber shop" musicians
furnished entertainment on the way over, Some of it was pretty bad.
s«fter touching at Sorento we went to the Blue Grotto where small boats
were walting to take the passengers into the grotto---two or three i
a bost. ag we approached the opening to the grotto, which was only
two or three feetl high, it was necessary to almost lie down in the
botton of the “oat. OUnce inside the ceiling arched up and formed &
large cavern, flooded with Soft hlue light, camsed by the entrance of
the sun light under water. The hoat man refused our modest tips as
beneath his notice so we let hinm go with nothing st all,

The motor boat took us to lMarina Grande, the main lending place
for the island of Capri, end there we had lunch at the Belle-Vue Hoivedys
left our bags there, and started out in search of adventure, We took
the funicular, which is nothing more or less than an inclined cable
railway, to the 1ittle towm of Capri, in & saddle between two hills
in the center of the island, Here we bargained with the driver of a
"buck-borad" as Leo called them, for = drive up to Anacapri a little
village much higher up and rezched by = winding steep roads I remember
the trip chiefly because of the beautiful view of the lower part of the
island, and beesuse I left my "Blue Guide of Southern Italy" on & bench
when I got out to take a ‘picutre, Our drive enticed into taking the
drive down to Ficcols liarina, on the opposite side of the island from
Marina' Crande where we had landed, The deep blue of the water, the
fantastic shapes of the rocks, and the glearming white of the-houses

in the afternoon sun made s picutre such as one sees only in imagination-

& dream picutre made a reality,

Zeturning again to the town of Capri, we climbed on foot to the
ruins of the villa of Tiberius, the wealthy Roman fimperor who retired
to Capri to live, The view from the promontory on which the villa is
located is one of the most beautiful I have ever secin, Nearby we saw
the precipice over which Tiberius is said to have thrown his victims,
le returned from our climb, which had tsken seversl hours, thoroughly
tired out, took the funicular to Marina Grande and after dinner want .
to bed, but not hefore Uncle Iudley and Leo. had nearly hbhought out the
hotel supply of beads, scarfs, boxes, etc, Saturday was a memorable
day &s on that day we took the justly famous Amalfi drive.
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took the six o'clock hoat to forrento, where after some complicatiéns2
we secured a machine and chasuffeur for the dtive. Sorrento itsels is
pretty but I donot like it as well as Capri, From 2 1ittle beyond
Sorrento to Amalfi the road is built from twenty five to two hundred
feet above the sea, blasted out of the cliffs and built up from below.
dgch of the hundred odd turns brings & new picture into view, great
brown and yellow and white crags and overhanging rocks above, dark
caves and mysterious looking grottoes below, the Siren Islands green
and white aguinst the vivid blue sea, Here and there we crocsed clefts
in the rock snd from the bridges we could see below the ancient remains
left by taracens pirates who frequented these inaceseible mountainous
cossts, :

4% five in the morning ve 1rose breskfasted or ‘o SRS e s e
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At intervals, on high promontories projecting into the sea,stood
" 614 Moorish and Saracen watch towers, Who know what booty and spoils
“were carried up inte these rock§b¢ound fastnesses, now inhabited only
by fishermeni Beyond Amalfi we left the sea and driwe up through the.
mountains, passing old churches, once mosques,; tiny villages and
beautiful scenes, «& We climbed to the summit of the divide the whole
Bay of Naples and the towns around it lay spread out et our feet, &About
& half hour later we arrived at Pompeii, had lunch at the very nice
Swiss restaurant and then spent about two hours walking around through
the streets and houses of the once buried city. Certainly people
lived then in much the same way as they do now with the exception of &
few mechanical improvements, Although many of the utensils and frescoes
‘have been removed to the museum, there are a few houses that have been
© left almost es excavated. In the museum nearby we saﬁéﬁbveral'petri»
fied bodies in the same position when excavated &s when they had died
two thousand years ago, fighting the rain of hot ashes,

- The remainder of the drive back to Sorrento was df very little
interest, for we drove through diry towns and over roads white with
dust most of the way. e arrived in Sorrento in time for the. four-thirty
boat back to Naples, reached the hotel about seven and after dinner
went to bed, tired, but happys :

Sunday morning we took the eight-forty five train to where we
changed to the Thos. Cook railway for Vesuvius. We proceeded several
miles on = section of track of about 2:5% grdde, changing then to. a
much steeper section of coy and pinion, and after that more of the
2,5%¢ Finally the funiceular itself----55% grade cable railway, VWe.
passed large fields of lava, some of it from the 1906 eruption, sone
of it much older, Here and there the government had built horizontsal
walls to block the rolling stones lossened by rains, ~t the top of
the funicular we paid our entrance fee, secured our guide and followed
& path which led up to the very rim of the large crater, From here we
could get a magnificent view of the smell crater within the large one-
a comparatively small cone, spouting out huge clouds of smoke. s we
stood there we were startled by & rumble and a boom and in the tense
silence that followed we could hear the ashes and little stones falling
~on the floor of the large crater, while overhead the smoke poured up
thicker than ever, This occured twice while we were watching,

In the floor of the large crater could be seen the opening caused
by the minor erup$ion of twenily five days before, and the fresh lava
which had been thrown out at that time., Here and there through the
interior walls of the large crater, steam and sulphur vepours hissed
and sputtered, On the floor of large crater we coulddistinguish the
tiny fisures of several men, studying the opening made by the recent :
eruption, The large crater, on the rim of which we were standing seemed
to be composed of red ashes, the material which buried Fompeii,

In responece to our inguiries the guide said that modern seismo-
graphy made it possible to predict the extent of any futvre eruption
with great accuracy $£o they would have plenty of time to escape in cace
of a serious eruption, :
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yﬁ( - 'We had 1unch about half way down the mountain at the Eremo Hotel
Qperated by Cook's where they gave us the bendfit of. the rlse in the . .

zlue of the lira in figuring the bill! Back in Naples at 2:15 and’ we._
started to carry our luggage to the main station which we thought was.
Just around the corner, but which proved to be sbout helf a mlle. We
.nearly broke our b@cks. After much inquiring in Itelian and some e
tipping we landed, bag, and baggage, in our compattment together w1th

8 pleasant lookmng priest. You see them everywhere in Italy. The.
compartment seated eight and was soon filled. The train was hot and
“there was little ventilation so the five hour trip was 2 tiresome one; e
brightened only by the sight of wonderful old castles on every favora 1y .
situated hllltop, Part of the timg we passeg through a vallgy between
. high mountains, on the sides of which 1ittle villages clustered around
the crumbling rulns of o0ld casfles. ' ;

5 woman in our compartment had brought her 1unch e lono loaf
of bread which she sv»lit open to mgke a huge cheese snadw1ch and
some very Jjuicy fruit} By the time we reached Rome night had fallen ,
. and as we entered the clt we could see the. huge arches of an an01ent
.aqueduct in the ﬁoonlvgnt. /// : '

To the Qulrlndl Hotel.

ile were very tired, so we °lept late lionday morning and them |
went to see Hector who hed gone to & private hospital for some surgical
worke, more serious than he had supposeds In the afternecon we wrote
post cards and I started this lettar. No sight-seeing for a whole day}
Labor day so we 1laid off for the oq(. Vesterday and. today Were packed: .
to the brim with interesting things---St, Peter s, Vatican‘ Mnseum,
Forum, Catacombs, etc,
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Devotedly,

Dan;




