lotes on the Zarly Life of Jordan Thomas Harris
and Jemes Arthur Harris

Jordsn Thomas Harris, son of John Work Herris and Mertha
Jene (Dille) Herris, was born December 18, 1858, on what was known
as the “Wark_ Farm", on the State Road three-~fourths of a mile west
of th§ Mount Hermon Church, Berne Township, Athens County, Ohio.
When Jorden was about fourteen years of age his father bought a
small trect of land, ell forest, end since his father, a plasterer
by trade, was away from home much of the time, the responsibility
of carving out a home in the wilderness rested largely upon
Jorden's shoulders,

He worked for some time with sm uncle (George) at the
trade of stone cutting. During these yeers he attended the
distriet school three or four mﬁma during the winter. One of his
teachers boarded in the Harris home end Jordan decided he would
like to have her as a life teacher, s on Jamuary 1, 1880, he was
married to this teacher, Ida Ellen Lambert,

To secure a home he bought a tract of land (sbout 68
acres) and since there was no house on this land, the young
couple began housekeeping in a log house which stood on his
Tather's farm, This cabin stood on a slight elevation, surrounded
on three sides by a ridge of hills, mueh of it forest, The logs
were rough snd uneven in length. The open spaces between the logs
were filled with pieces of wood called chinking snd the crevices
were filled with mortar mede of lime or sand, or of tentimes with
clay. The roof was of clapboards rived (split) from the trees
near at hand, A rough fireplace was built into one end of the
cabin, where wod was used as fuel, The cook stove stood in the
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corner of the room to the left of the fireplace, Native forest
trees of osk and beech »a'med in the yard, About twenty-five feet
from the house was a spring of living water., A lomg box was
Placed in the ground just below the spring, which was used as a
refrigerator for the milk, butter end other articles of food,

Here midst surroundings scarcely excelled as to natursl
view, on September 29, 1880, a little baby boy came into the home.
4%t this point we shall follow the career of the lad. The
presidential campaign of 1880 (Cendidates James A, Garfield and
Chester A, Arthur, Republicens) was on and since both parents had
been mc@md in the cradle of tle Republican party, it was quite
fitting thet the lad should be named Jeames Arthur.

Since this home wes only ome~eighth of a mile distent
over the hill to Jorden's mrentel home, constent commmnication
was kept up. Jordan's youngest brother , Seth, was only five
years older than Arthur end they beceame great chums. Arthur was
& bright end inquisitive child, Nothing escaped his attention,
He had a little black dog named Jettie, a constent playmate.
Arthur's imegination could easily transfom Jettie into a wheel~
barrow, a locomotive, or a threshing machine, What a happy life
he lived! In the evening the song of the whippoorwill, the
ericket, the locust and other insects made the music instead of
our modern radio.

In the meantime a more commodious home was erected
beside a highway on their om farmm. This house was built of
well selected logs scutched down %o make them uniform in thickness,
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A stove for wood was used instead of a fireplace. The windows hed
large panes of gless, This made a meat ami confortable home, &
home in which love, true affection and high moral and spiritual
ideals held sway.

| Within e few rols md on the opposite side of the road
stood a log house, :l_.n which Arthur's great-grandparents, Leui.s éné
Olive (Limseott) Dille lived, Arthur spent much time with these
good people end was a great favorite with them, It is a significent
thing that at this time Arthur sew one great-grendfather, four
great-grendmothers, two grandfathers and two grendmothers., He had

eleven Aunt Marys,
On November 10, 1885 Arthur's sister, Nellie Lols, ceaue

to brighten the home. A cousin of Arthur's mother, Dr, Oscar A,
Lembert, now of Okmulgee, Oklshoma, boarded in the home ome winter
end taught the distriet sechool, Arthur, slomg with six of his
father's brothers, attended the district school taught by Osecar
Lembert., This school was known as the town house in district #8,
Berne Township, Athens County, Ohio, Arthur was @ bright pupil.
His grandfather, John Herris, possibly beesuse Arthur was the
first grendehild, used to say, "They will never raise Arthur. e
is too bright.”

Arthur's parents were dewvout Christiens end daily read
a portion of Soripture and offered audible prayer in the home,
They were faithful members of the Mount Hermon Church, United
Brethren in Christ, Until old enough to walk, Arthur wes carried
in the ams of his parents to the chureh about two miles distant,
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His mother %aught him Bible stories, so that at the age of six
Arthur knew more of the Bible then neny adults., No one can estimste
the profound influence the lives of these Godly parents had, not
only upon their children, but upon the neighbors of the comunity.

The high idealism of these parents led them to venture
into what wes then considered a far away territory and on April 9,
1887 the femily, with part of their household goods, left the old
home for Southwest Nebraska, Jorden's brothers Joe end Leonard,
with the big road wagon, made the jouwrney with them to Stewart,
the rallroad station, a distence of twelve miles., On the way
Arthur noticed the great wiite sycanore trees and excitedly ex-
¢laimed, “Papa, Pepa, how did they get up there to white wash the
trees?" The family visited orer Sundey with en uncle, Leander
Horris at Stewart, Ohio and then took the train on Monday, April 11,
1887 for their new home in the west.

They lived in wilsonville, Nebraska until the Fall of
1887, then moved to Cheyemne County in Northwest Kanses snd ook
up & claim a8 e home. Four successive seesons the crops failed.
Arthur's mother taught school and thus helped to stem a seriocus
finenciel situation., In this way Arthur was the pupll of his
mother end it should be noted that she was a teacher among teachers,
very thorough in all her work. It was about this time when Arthur,
having read something about the Royel Society, sald to his mother
one day in crossing the prairie, "Mother, I mesn to be a meuber of
the Hoyal seéiwy".

On account of the severe drought the family wanded their
wey ecastward until they settled in their own home a% Lawrence,
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Kensas where Arthur end his sister, Nellie lLois, graduated from the
nigh school end Kensas University., Arthur's career fTom this

point is quite well kmam. As @ child he was & favorite with every-
body.

The sbove was written by Joseph H, Harris, a brother
to Artlur's father, November 10, 1882.



