DEBUSSY

La Mer ~ Nocturnes

Boston Symphony Orchesira, Pierre Montcux, Conducting

Words About the Sea

Of all things oa carth. it s the restless snd chang
ing sea elome which mau han bees wnable to scorpt
ur reject. Adventarers and explorers havw chal
lenged 1he deserte wnd the mountas
forests arwd e pulas see. Ordinary men he
vhers, and same have lived among them
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- him, turmanted ki,

\'l him. 1 Earth s Mother. then perhaps the
Sex is Wite. Huwever we think of the ses, the fact
rmerges that ahe stir the wellaprings ol crestiviey
which give birth to attistic uflspring sived by man's
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There were litthe
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s Never did 1 reafize 1

bow grand snd majestic, buw ol
posmagly ol oseteinr-Feglior
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Bencath x sy in which gigantic, gently shilting
eloud continents teke wutline (rom the blus depths

ruws ul surl, spreading fmvisibly
Yander in the distence &
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aandbank rrpeis the

DT 7Y

oneoming The wall of water fashes bottle.
mreen. metallic, ws it rears wp, bollows. arches for-
ward, plungrs Ral. shatiering intn spume, the
thunder of it everseearring erash playing decp
bass 10 the higher hiss s marmur of the inshore
breskers and the receding wiak, My oye is
never sated with the drama, my ear sever wearies
af this m

From Thomas Mesa's intreduction e

L quotes describing the many aspects of
the sea could £l a library, yot there

mons ufmmpo-ﬂll\n!ll by b5 o the seu
wt the agen, were by o meana
oo eboat-cogf g
sea. but they were haadicapped by the vastnees of
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Thebusey created La Ver o of recollections of
et 3t the seashares of France snd England.

movements af the work, ensitled 1) D
Pasbe d midi sur la mer (From dawn till sowo on
the sea) ; 2) Jeux des agues | Play of the waves) ;
5) Dialogue du vent ot de la

seath all the shimmering beauty of the narface
of the ses La Mer suggeets the mysterions wpiril
ol the doep and hidkden waters.

ed ¢ u..m of tone oo
images that de

the work was rocast by Debusay inte it peescatly
known fort—s purely orchesiral componiticn with
the addition of wemen's waices, without words
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Ie is with considerable pride that we present thiz

s Drches.
Montens, whose
special affnily for M compairiol hus male him
o Debussian conductor par excellence. The mem
bers of the Bevkahire Festival Chorus. heard ia the
lasi movemenss of she Nocturnes, were redenrsed
and prapared under the divection of Irs Do Wiats
in assocsasion with Hugh Rous.
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