
S
ixty years of fine musical 
training and performances, 
plus a newly refurbished hall,

provided more than ample reason to 
celebrate The Pierre Monteux School’s 60th
anniversary season this past summer.  Pierre
and Doris Monteux probably couldn’t have
imagined that their “little” school would
continue to grow and flourish to reach this
milestone year.  Perhaps this is due to the
school’s continuing commitment to provide
an oasis of dedication and idealism within a
constantly changing world. Hallmarks of
the school’s original philosophy and spirit
have been maintained throughout the years
and have become the school’s enduring 

legacy. Though physical structures have may
have become inadequate over time, 
the institution has remained strong.

We were all 
very pleased with 
the results of the
hall renovation.
Finishing touches
still remain to be
completed, but the
Forest Studio was
ready just in the 
nick of time for the

beginning of the 2003 season. With all of
these changes, what is most remarkable is
that the hall “feels” the same and has
retained its acoustic resonance.

Two of our distinguished alumni
returned to perform as guest conductors in
celebration of the anniversary. Marc David
conducted Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet on
June 29, in a program that also featured
guest viola soloist Timothy Deighton in

Berlioz’s Harold in Italy. It was wonderful to
see Marc after several years away, during
which time he has made a great success for
himself with a number of orchestras in his
native Canada. Neal Gittleman conducted
Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 9 on July 6, and
also graciously offered to fully re-live his
Monteux School experience by playing 
violin in the orchestra for the rest of the
program! The annual Memorial Concert 
on July 20 included a performance of
Rachmaninoff ’s Symphonic Dances under the
direction of Music Director Michael Jinbo,
and Nancie Monteux-Barendse offered
anecdotes about her father to commemorate
the occasion. The final Pops Concert was
its usual fun romp, replete with podium
patter provided by the conductors. Claude
Monteux coached and supervised many 
fine ensembles that performed on the
Wednesday evening chamber music concerts.

If you were unable to attend any of
our 2003 concerts, we encourage you to
visit us next summer. You will be able to
experience first-hand how things change, 
yet remain the same, at The Pierre 
Monteux School.
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the institution has remained strong.



B
y all accounts from musicians
and audience alike, the 
renovation of Monteux’s

“Forest Studio” has been a resounding 
success. The lively acoustics of the Hall are
even better than before and the intimate
atmosphere and ambiance of the hall have
been successfully retained as well, a primary
aim of the project.

What has the renovation achieved?

❍ Seating capacity has been enlarged from 
200 to 280 with no obstructed views.

❍ Stage area has been increased by 10 percent.

❍ Backstage has been tripled in size and 
musicians have their own screened porch.

❍ We now have an adequate music library for 
our valuable collection of scores.

❍ A large musical instrument storage room 
has been added at stage level, further 
increasing usable stage area.

❍ Three new and (finally!) modern toilets 
have been added.

❍ The entire facility is handicapped-accessible.

❍ Double doors have been added on each 
side as fire exits for safety and to facilitate 
entry and exit.

We have been extremely well-served by
local tradesmen in timely fashion and at
every step along the way. We want to
thank:

❍ Bellows Woodworks, our general 
contractor and builder for all phases of
concrete foundation work and carpentry

❍ Kenneth Jordan Building Movers for 
moving the Hall into the parking lot and 
then back onto its new foundation

❍ Rudy Bagley for excavation and septic

❍ Warford Electric for a complete rewiring 
of the building

❍ Clayton Nowell Plumbing 

❍ Acadia Professional Tree Service for 
pruning and saving the great pines that 
border the Hall

All this was accomplished in timely
fashion for the beginning of the School
season despite the most severe winter in
fifty years. We could not be happier with
the result and are proud to have given our
musicians a new home for the next sixty
years and more.
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Memorial Garden Underway
Thanks to the generosity of the Giroux Family, a lovely memorial Garden 

surrounding the Forest Studio is now being laid out and constructed by Pyramid
Landscaping. A gift in memory of Maureen Giroux has made possible the construction
and continuing care of this low-maintenance garden, inspired by Japanese themes and
incorporating flowering shrubs, paths, and benches that are ideal for rest and medita-
tion. The garden will add immeasurably to the setting of the Hall and will provide a
place for students to reflect and for concertgoers to relax at intermission or before or
after performances.

The success of this project is leading
the trustees to extend their long-range
vision to assess the School’s other
needs, such as student housing, and to
expand their fundraising capacity.



By Neil Gittleman

W
hat makes an “old boy” head
back to the Monteux School
for a week in July? Not just

that I can’t say no to Nancie and Michael.
Not just the call of the tides in Frenchman
Bay or a burning desire to strap on a 
lobster bib at Tidal Falls. I see my 
occasional visits to Hancock as a chance 
to reconnect with the School’s values, a
“booster shot” of the priceless Monteux-
Bruck-Jinbo medicine.

I was honored that Nancie and
Michael asked me to conduct on the July 6
concert. It was useful to do my first

Shostakovich
Nine in Hancock
rather than in
Edmonton this
November. But
what really ener-
gized me was the
chance to once
again immerse
myself in the
Pierre Monteux
School experience.  

No cushy digs at the Crocker House.
It was Hancock Point, but it was student
housing. No sitting out in the audience
watching. Mrs.-Mac’s granddaughter 
generously gave up a week of summer 

violin practice so I could use her fiddle in
the second violin section. Seven rehearsals,
chamber music concert, potluck dinner,
Sunday concert. The full monty.

It was great fun. But more important,
it showed me that the Pierre Monteux
School is still thriving after all these years
and the spirit of Pierre Monteux and
Charles Bruck is still alive and well,
downeast in the State of Maine.

During rehearsals, the students conducted in
turn and Maître, as we called him, sat on the
shallow stage, in the last row of woodwinds
between the bassoons and the timpani, facing
the conductor, his keen eyes watching every
move that was made, his even keener ears 
listening carefully.”

T
he summers from 1953
through 1958 and 1961, left
quite an impression on John

Canarina. Or rather, his Maître did.
Canarina, a music professor at Drake
University in Des Moines, Iowa, recently
completed the first major biography of
Pierre Monteux, Pierre Monteux, Maître. 

Canarina has been
gathering information
and writing for the past
10 years. He visited the
cities where Monteux
held directorships, and
was guided through
those symphonies’
archives.

Claude Monteux, Monteux’s son, also
assisted him in Paris, where he did extensive
research.

Canarina has also spent time visiting
the school in the past 10 years. When he
attended, “the orchestra was made up only

of conducting students of variable playing
quality,” said Canarina. “The school works
pretty much the same, only now they sound
much better because they have orchestral
musicians, and only 18 conducting students.”

President and Administrator Nancie
Monteux-Barendse, Monteux’s daughter, is
pleased with the outcome of the biography.
“It’s well-written and well-organized, which
is not always the case with biographies,”
said Monteux-Barendse. Canarina “was a
student, so he knows what my father was
like,” said Monteux-Barendse.

Speaking of Monteux, Canarina said
“Monteux was firm but he always had a
twinkle in his eye—he might have a 
negative comment, but he would make a
joke too.  He had a great sense of humor.”
Canarina teaches a conducting class at

Drake and tries to incorporate what he
learned from Monteux into his teaching. 
“I try to instill in them a respect for music
and the composer,” he said. “Monteux had
a general humanity and respect, and people
loved him,” said Canarina. “He inspired
that.”

The 350-page biography, published
this summer by Amadeus Press, is available
for $30.00 and offers several pages of
photos of
Monteux with
his students, 
family, and col-
leagues. It has a
foreword by Sir
Neville
Marriner who
also studied  in
Hancock and
considered
Monteux his 
mentor.
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An Alum Returns

What really energized me 
was the chance to once again

immerse myself in the 
Pierre Monteux School experience. 

Neil Gittleman attended the
Monteux School between 1978
and 1983. He is currently
Music Director of the Dayton
(OH) Philharmonic Orchestra.

Monteux Student Remembers His Maître

Copies of Pierre Monteux, Maître by 
John Canarina are available for $30.00 each
and may be ordered from 

Ronald Schwizer, Treasurer
Pierre Monteux Memorial Foundation
P.O. Box 157
Hancock, ME 04640



PATRONS ($5,000+)
Nicole Giroux & Michael A. Reeber a

Pascale Giroux & Eric Lucentini a

Jocelyne Giroux DeNunzio & 
David DeNunzio a

Drs. Douglas & Harriet Heath

Ginia Davis Wexler

BENEFACTORS ($1,000-$4,999)
Bellows Woodworks b

Bill & Polly Ceckler

Neal Gittleman & Lisa M. Fry

L.A. Gray b

Sara Jobin

Claude Monteux

Nowick-Taylor Trust

Jean C. O’Meara

Jim Randall b

H. Saeverud String Quartet Program

Ronald W. Schwizer

C. William & Louise Shipman

Sullivan Harbor Farm

Joseph B. & Etel Thomas

Ginia Davis Wexler b

Hugh Wolff & Judith Kogan

Kurt & Torj Wray b

SPONSORS ($500-$999)
David Alt

Dorothy C. Bruenn

Margaret P. Karns & Ralph C. Johnston

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Kellogg

Erich Kunzel

Norman & Cheryl Labrecque

John R. O’Meara, M.D.

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Standel

Candace & Edward Walworth

Roberta & Edward Williams

Dr. & Mrs. Sam Williams

SUSTAINERS ($250-$499)
Michael & Jane Charry

Carl & Julianne Eberl

Frank & Ada Graham

Thomas Hinds

Douglas C. Kimmel

Karen Gundersen Lerner

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Lewis

Bertram A Magnus

Clayton & Marcia Nowell

The Nowick-Taylor Trust c

James M. & Catherine Orent

William & Adeline Peake

Richard & Anne Sobol

Anne B. Thompson

Robert & Judy Waldner

Scott Jackson Wiley

Philip Winograd & Frances Pishny

Kurt & Torj Wray 

SUPPORTERS ($100-$249)
Robert P. & Judith T. Adelman

Alex & Mary Lou Barker

Richard L. Benson

Dr. & Mrs. Christopher T. Bever d

Margery Bloomfield

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Bristol

Elinor Buckley

Bill & Gale Caddoo c

Joanne & Elliot Cohen

Charles C. Collison, Jr.

Elizabeth C. Conway

David Crispin & Jeannette Violette

Daphne Crocker

Marc David

Roger C. Davidson

Charlotte W. De Pedroso

Eva S. Devenish

Steven Andre Dibner

Joan R. Dickson c

John T. & Linda C. Donelan

Mr. & Mrs. Hubert Doris

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Droste

Elinor Ehrman

Richard & Kay Elco

Ellsworth Building Supplies 
(Austin Goodyear) c

Dr. Richard & Joan Faust

Jeanne Fee Feeney

Bertha Paglin Ferman

Leon Fleisher

Gilbert & Sullivan Society of 
Hancock County c

Rosalyn Gittleman

David & Lorna Goodrich

Carle G. Gray

Michael Griffith

Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Hall

Gay & Joe Haroutunian

Ben & Sue Heersink

Ming Feng Hsin

Apo Hsu

William P. & Sarah G. Hull

Margaret & John Jaquette

Christopher Johnson & Alison Kiger

Kenneth & Barbara Kelly

Joseph Klapatch

Knowles Real Estate 
(Gerald & Mary Purslow)

Nell & Sidney Kramer

Le Groupe Marketex Lt e

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Lemole c

Elwin & Barbara Lindsey

Ann & Dick Luxner

Karla & Michael Luxner

Anna Lysakowski

LeeAnne & Bruce Mallonee

Roland & Ingrid Mann c

Sylvia K. McEldowney

Pamela Gundersen Miller

Collis & Carolyn Miller

Sylvia Monteux

Claude Monteux Barriere

Ludovic Morlot

Marilyn Morrissey & James Ryan

Marie G. Nolf

Mary E. O’Meara

Ruth Ochs & Tomasz Rzeczcycki

Kathryn J. Olmstead c

Jo-an M. Page

Robert & Barbara Passow

Katie & Pete Pattee

Marlene Pauley

Ed Pert

George C. & Vesta A. Putnam

John D. & Sandra Quine

Dianne & Alfred Rahbee

Robert K. Rohe

Ruth S. Sargent

Irene Schneiderman

Nancy R. Shipman

Manning A. Smith

Timothy & Beverly Stone

Kendall F. Stratton, Jr. b

Eji Suyama

Union Trust Company

Ruth & Denis Vibert

Celeste & David Ward

Samuel M. Watson

Stephen L. & Susan K. Weber

Virginia Whitney

Harriet Inez G. Williams

Philip Winograd & Frances Pishny c

Marion R. Wise

Barbara & Marshall Young

FRIENDS (UP TO $100)
James C. Amis

Richard H. Banks

Janice D. Baroody

Harrison & Martha Bell

Bob & Bundy Boit c

Janet Bosworth c

Peter W. & Janet R. Burnett c

Charlotte & John Burrill

Martha Clary c

Crosby Consolidated Fund of the 
Maine Community Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. Davidson

Joseph P. Day

Anne & Lyall Dean c

Thomas R. Dickson c

Guy Robert Dingman & girls c

Jann, Bill, Stephanie & John Dingman c

Rosemary P. Dingman c

Aileen & Hal Dower

Brian Drake

Sophie C. W. Draper

Harold & Joan V. Evans c

Mary Ewing

First National Bank of Bar Harbor

Beryl H. Fuller

Melanie Grenier

Eric & Linda Grindle c

Ed & Jackie Grohonski 

(EDS Electric, Inc.) c

Jim & Barbara Hanna

Thomas Hinds

John H. Hirschenhofer

John Humenik

Maureen Hurd

Dr. & Mrs. Paul B. Jennings

Barbara Kent

Linda & Dennis King c

Alesandra H. Kingsford

Robert & Pao-sheng Hsu Kurtz

Thomas & Denise Lanese e

Charles & Betty Lewis c

Wilma Nichols Maddocks

Jerry & Jane Mead

Marc Mir

Jane C. Morse

NAPA Maine Distribution Center c

Jean C. O’Meara c

Kathryn J. Olmstead

William & Lenore Plissner

Theodore Poland

Gerald & Mary Purslow c

Andy & Kathy Fearn Richter

Morrette Rider

Rooster Brother, Inc.

Sean Ryan

Thomas & Patricia Schroth c

Jean A. Snyder

Richard L. Stimpson c

Kerry Stratton

Lee G. Swift

Katharine A. Thompson

Rev. Felicia M. Urbanski

Jacqueline T. Vafiades c

Ruth & Denis Vibert c

Robert & Kayla Vodnoy

David E. Westphal & Patricia Ryan

Jane & Bill White

a In memory of 
Maureen McNally Giroux

b In-kind contribution
c In memory of George Shepard
d In memory of George Peirce 

and Charles Peirce
e In memory of Dorothy Carroll

We apologize for any errors 
or omissions in the list above.
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