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NOTICE OF MR. ROBERTS'S JOURNEY IN THE EAST

To visit the Holy Land and make drawings of the scenes of sacred history and the
antiquities of Egypt, had been, long before this journey was undertaken by Mr. Roberts,
the brightest of his anticipations as an artist. He had already acquired so high a
reputation for his skill and judgment in the treatment of architectural subjects, that
the service of his pencil was sought, to make us acquainted with the structures of
the Moors in Spain, and to make drawings from, and adapt for the use of the engraver,
many of the sketches furnished by travellers in Palestine, of the buildings and objects
of interest published in the *Illustrations of the Bible:” these studies, and his journey
to Spain and Morocco for his Spanish scenery, excited in him an irrepressible desire
The drawings of the French Commission in Egypt had been
t, and De Laborde’s Petra was charged also with inaccuracy.

to visit the East.
declared very incorr
To go and draw for himself scenes and objects of such intense interest could alone
satisfy him; the result has been his richly-stored portfolios, from which the subjects
for this work have been selected.

Having made himself thoroughly acquainted with all matters requisite for the
journey, and such works as were published on the countries and objects he was about
to visit, and having prepared himself with letters and introductions, especially from
the Foreign Office to Colonel Campbell, our Consul-General in Egypt and Syria,
he left London August 31st, 1838, and reached Alexandria on the 24th of September
following. ~ Every facility was kindly and readily given by Colonel Campbell for
the accomplishment of our Artist’s objects. The Nile was at its height, and therefore
visited at the most advantageous time. He ascended to Cairo, with introductions
from Colonel Campbell, and there, by the aid of those to whom he had been recommended,
Mr. Roberts was furnished with a guard to accompany him everywhere, and protect
him from interruption or insult whilst sketching: he even obtained permission to
enter every mosque he desired to visit, a privilege never before given to a Churistian,
but to which one condition was attached—that in the instruments he used in making
his studies, for he was allowed to paint there, he was not to des > the mosque
by the introduction and use of brushes made of hog’s bristles.

From Cairo Mr. Roberts, with an Arab servant, ascended the Nile in a boat
commanded by a captain with a crew of eight men, provisioned for three months.
He was entirely master of the party, and carried the British flac at the mast-head.

o
=}

He thus ascended to the second cataract, Wady Halfa, and before he returned to
Cairo, he had made drawings of almost every edifice from the extremity of Nubia
to the Mediterranean. ‘
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NOTICE OF MR. ROBERTS’S JOURNEY IN THE EAST. Vil

While at Cairo, he made the acquaintance of M. Linant, who had been De Laborde’s
companion in his visit to Petra; he kindly showed Mr. Roberts the original sketches
which had been made in that excursion, and thus added stimulants, which were
unnecessary, to his undertaking the interesting journey to Wady Moosa, or Petra.
He immediately made preparations for crossing the Desert by the route of the Israelites
to Mount Sinai—by Akaba, and through the great valley of El Ghor to Petra,
and thence to Hebron, instead of entering Palestine by El Arish and Gaza, as he
had intended.

On the 8th of February, 1839, having been joined by Mr. Pell and Mr. Kinnear,
(the latter of whom has since published an account of this journey,) they assumed
the Arab dress, and, with their servants well armed, left Cairo: taking with them
twenty-one camels, and escorted by nearly as many Bedouin Arabs, of the tribe of
the Beni Saids.

On the 27th they reached the Fortress of Akaba, on the Red. Sea; here they
parted with the Arab tribe hitherto their friends and guides, and put themselves
under the escort of the tribe of Alloeens, who were to conduct them to Petra and
thence to Hebron. On the 6th of March they reached Mount Hor, upon which
rests the tomb of Aaron: at its base, deeply seated in its ravines and bounded by
its precipitous sides and lofty peaks, lies the excavated city of Petra, the Idumea
of the Greeks, the Edom of the prophet Jeremiah—the city of impregnable position,
which gloried in its strength, but which strikes the traveller, who is fortunate enough
to visit it, as an awful realisation of the prophetic denunciations:—¢ Thy terribleness
hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts
of the rock, that holdest the height of the hill: though thou shouldest make thy
nest as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, saith the Lord.”:

Mr. Roberts and his companions were the first who had been permitted to pitch
their tents within Petra; it was the result of a long and violent altercation between
the Arab tribe inhabiting Wady Moosa and the Alloeens, with whom an old grudge
remained unsettled. At length a sufficient amount was agreed upon as a po:u’,o-uﬂbrin}:
for a truce, and the occupation of an encampment within the city for five days without
molestation ; during this time our Artist, fortunately, worked incessantly on his studies,
for on the fifth night the little party was assailed and some of their arms were carried
off; but it was suspected by our travellers, that the attack of the Arabs of Wady
Moosa was connived at by their guides, who were impatient to return; the next
morning they struck their tents, and bade farewell to Petra, the wonder of the Desert.

On the 16th, the party having reached Hebron, and learnt that the plague had
barred access to Jerusalem, proceeded to the coast, visiting Gaza, Askelon, and Jaffa;
but being informed here that no recent case had occurred in the Holy City, and
that the quarantine would shortly be removed, they set out for Jerusalem, and arrived
there on the 29th of March, the day before Palm Sunday, a day held by the Christians
in the East in great veneration. While at Jerusalem, Mr. Roberts received much

! Jeremiah, xlix. 16.




viii NOTICE OF MR. ROBERTS'S JOURNEY IN THE EAST.

kindness and assistance from the then governor, Achmet Aga, whom he accompanied
tian pilgrims to Jericho and the river Jordan. He

with above four thousand Chris
the sea-coast and mountain-range

1e Dead Sea, the Lake of Tiberias,
such exertions, and the severe privations which
er, which compelled him to abandon
How entirely he had been devoted

afterwards visited tl
of Lebanon, and the ruins of Baalbec;
he suffered on the journey, produced intermittent fev
his projected excursions to Damascus and Palmyra.

to the great objects he had proposed to himself 1
will abundantly prove. The extraordinary merit and interest of his drawings, when
seen after his return, created a sensation not easily forgotten; the fidelity of his accurate
pencil, his skilful and rigid adherence to the truth of costume, his attention to just
and characteristic effect, were acknowledged by all travellers and artists competent to
judge. The demand for this work sprang out of the interest thus excited. Commissions
from royalty and the chief patrons of art crowded upon him for pictures from the
ccts he had studied in the Bast, and his contemporaries in art acknowledged his

hefore he left Kngland, this work

subj

merits by the honour of electing him into the Royal Academy.
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THE DAMASCUS GATE.

Tue walls of Jerusalem are chiefly modern and Saracenic, but are built evidently on the
site of more ancient walls, raised in the time of the Crusaders, and those, not improbably,
formed of the material of others still more ancient. They consist wholly of hewn stones, in
general not of remarkable size, and laid in mortar.

An Arabic inscription over the Yaffa Gate gives the rebuilding to Sultan Suleiman, in
the year of the Hegira 948 (a.n. 1542). The walls are still stately, and, at a distance,
picturesque; they have towers and battlements, the latter crowning a breastwork with
loopholes. A broad walk passes along the top of the wall, protected by the breastwork,
and reached by flights of steps from within. Their height varies according to the in-
equalities of the ground outside from twenty to fifty feet.

Jerusalem has four open gates and four walled up: which seem in general to retain the
places of still older ones, and, in some instances, to be older than the walls. ~Of the four
open gates, facing the four points of the compass, that of which the view is given looks
to the north, and is called by the natives Bab-el-Amud, or “Gate of the Pillar.” The

“ Damascus Gate” is a name given by the Europeans, from its leading to Damascus and

Nabulus by the great northern road. It is more ornamented than the others, and forms
a striking object to the traveller.?

! Roberts’s Journal. Robinson, Biblical Rescarches, vol. i. 386.




THE GREEK CHAPEL OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE.

g Chureh of the Holy Sepulchre was nearly destroyed by fire in the year 1808; long
neglected by the Latin Christians, it was repaired by Russia, which carefully cultivates
its connexion with the Asiatic Greeks; and in consequence of this expenditure, the Greek
monks have been put in possession of the most venerated parts of the edifice.
engraving the view is directed to the screen, which, as in all the churches of

In the
parates the nave from the altar. Though sculpture is rigidly excluded,

the Greek ritual, se
pictures and other embellishments are largely employed. This chapel is lavishly orna-
mented; and though it exhibits a barbaric mixture of styles, Greek, Gothic, and Saracenic,
the general effect is rich in the extreme. The profusion of gilding, the gold and silver
lnml;; continually burning, and the elaborate decoration of every part. render the first
ViL‘“‘ 0\'(‘1'170\\'(}1&"}’"-

Near the centre stands a small vase, to which the Greeks attach great reverence,
regarding it as the central spot of the earth, and call it the ““Navel of the World.” M.
Roberts’s Journal thus describes the scene as it met his own eye:

« March 31, 1839 (Palm Sunday).—This is a great day at the Holy Sepulchre, and
we witnessed the procession early in the morning. Perhaps after seeing the splendid sights
of this kind in Spain, they were seen to disadvantage, still to me they were most interesting.
The Latins took no part in the spectacle, being shut out on account of the plague, and
holding no communication with the city.

«The first, therefore, in the ceremonial, were the Grecks. Entering from their con-
vent by the grand entrance, they walked three times round the rotunda inclosing the Holy
Sepulchre, chaunting the service, and each bearing a palm-branch. Their banners and
dresses were splendid.  Their two bishops wearing circular caps and sumptuous robes,
were supported each by two dignitaries wearing similar robes, crimson velvet embroidered
with gold. At the head of the procession was carried a representation of Christ on the
Cross, which the pilgrims pressed forward to kiss. On entering the chapel, the chief
bishop, ascending the steps to the central opening of the screen, gave his benediction to the
multitude, holy water was sprinkled, and flowers were strewed on the steps leading to
the Holy Sepulchre. The two bishops then seating themselves on gilded thrones on either
side of the chapel, distributed baskets of consecrated bread.

“ Next followed the procession of the Armenians; their bishop wearing a mitre and a
robe still more glittering than those of the Greeks, being covered with pearls and precious

stones on a ground of crimson velvet. The Copts and Syrians joined this procession, being

too few to form a separate one. The Copts carried a representation of Christ on the Cross
and banner But their appearance was poor, and their bishop bore but a staff of ivory,
while those of the Greeks and Armenians were of chased gold set with gems.”!

The point of time in the engraving is when the Armenian bishop has taken his place in
front of the altar.

! Roberts’s Journal.



TOMB OF ST. JAMES.

Tms is one of four sepulchres in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, on the east side of the
Kedron. It is an excavated tomb with an ornamental portal. The fagade exhibits two
Doric columns, fronting the west, and raised about fifteen feet above the ground in the
same ledge of rock. The cavern is fifteen feet high by ten broad, and extends back about
fifty feet. The monkish opinion is, that into this cavern the Apostle James retired during
the interval between the Crucifixion and the Resurrection.

The other tombs are named from Jehoshaphat, Absalom, and Zachariah. There is
no authority for those names. The mixture of the Greek style with the massive Egyptian
shows, that they belong to a late period of art, and especially of art as adopted in the
Oriental provinces of the Roman empire. They may be even of the age of Hadrian.!

! Robinson, Biklical Researches, vol. i. p. 517.




JERUSALEM, FROM THE ROAD LEADING TO BETHANY.

summit of a broad mountain ridge. This ridge, which is every-

Jerusaen lies near the
five miles broad, is in fact a high irregular

where not less than from twenty to twenty:
table land.  The surface of the elevated promontory on which the city stands sinks
Iy towards the east, terminating in the Valley of Jehoshaphat.

somewhat steep
alley of Hinnom to the Valley

The breadth of the whole site of Jerusalem from the V:
of Jehoshaphat is about 1020 yards, or half a geographical mile. The surrounding
country is of the limestone formation. The region is dreary, and the soil seems sterile;
t the olive thrives, and corn is grown in the levels and valleys. The vine and fig-tree

ye
floutish o lonwer on the hills, but the latter grows in the sheltered spots, and is frequent
near Bethlehem, The city is called by the Arabs, El-Kuds (the Holy); and also by

Arabian writers, Beit El-Mukaddas (the Sanctuary).!

The spectator is presumed to be standing on the Mount of Olives, looking towards the
Mosque of Omar, which stands on the central point of the view. On its left is the Mosque

1¢ space within which those edifices stand, is inclosed by a wall of great thickness,
f stones of remarkable size, some of them thirty feet, and with great probability
to have formed part of the original wall of the platform, on which stood the
built by Herod. . This inclosure is the summit of Mount Moriah, on which no

s once permitted to set his foot (though of late years, the prohibition

and rising above it, is Mount Sion, the site of the city of David. Its northern

> most dilapidated portion of Jerusalem, and is chiefly inhabited by Jews,

in a state of poverty. On the summit are seen the towers of the citadel. To the left is
ian convent: still farther to the left, and outside the walls, is the Muslim Tomb

near it a small Gr Church built on the spot assigned by tradition as

S was solemnized. Xarther on the right is Acra, the

s the Church of the Holy Sepulchre; the ridge is separated

And still farther to the right, and also within the walls, is

, now covered with hovels. The summit commands a fine view of the city;

iks have chosen to assign it as the site of a palace of Herod Agrippa. Its

]

I
'
y accord with the taste and policy of a race, who so strikingly united

n would certain

1 1

I

i. p. 3580.



the pomp of royalty with the vigilance of despotism. Beyond this hill and the walls lies
the Tomb of the Kings.

At the foot of the spectator is the Valley of Jehoshaphat, through which flows the
brook Kedron. Immediately under the Gate of St. Stephen is a small church traditionally
standing over the burial-place of the Virgin Mary. Close to it is the memorable Garden
of Gethsemane. To the right of the garden is the Pillar of Absalom, and lower down are
the disputed “ pools of Siloam.”?

! Robinson, vol. i. p. 391.

TRANCE TO THE TOMB OF THE KINGS.

Tis remarkable sepulchre, strongly resembling those of the Egyptian Thebes, is the finest
relic of the kind in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. Its present name has been long given
by the Europeans, from a vague conception of its being the burial-place of some of the
Jewish monarchs. From the elegance of its front and the general beauty of its sculpture,
it has been compared with the sepulchres of Petra, and thence conjectured to have been the
work of Herod, whose descent was Idumzean. But the weight of evidence inclines to its
being the tomb of Helena, Queen of Adiaben&, who had become a convert to Judaism. !
The sepulchre lies to the north of the Damascus Gate, and at a short distance from it,
on the slope to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. The portal was originally twenty-seven feet
long, but it is now much broken away. The sides of this portal were ornamented with
columns or pilasters; and there were two intermediate columns, now broken down, which
divided the front into nearly three equal parts. The rock above is richly sculptured in the
later Roman style. The sepulchre consists of a large square pit sunk in the solid rock.
In the western wall of this sunken court is a hall also excavated in the rock, thirty-
nine feet long by seventeen wide, and fifteen high. To this belongs the portal just
mentioned. Within this hall is the entrance to an ante-chamber, and withi.. this agai

are three large and two smaller chambers containing the fragments of marble sarcophagi

! Josephus, B. J. v. 4. 2. ? Robinson, vol. i. p. £




THE MOSQUE OF OMAR, ON THE ANCIENT SITE OF
THE TEMPLE.

Tms fine monument of the style of building under the Caliphate stands on Mount Moriah.
It is recorded by the Arab historian, Seid Eben Batrik, that when the Caliph Omar took
Jerusalem, the conqueror inquired of the Patriarch Sophronius, which would be the most
The patriarch, by a choice which it is now difficult to under-

fitting site for a mosque.
stand, led him to the ruins of the Temple. Successive caliphs enlarged and adorned the
stand, th I

mosque. At the capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders it was consecrated as a Christian
Chureh, but on falling into the hands of Saladin, it became a mosque again. The lively
narrative of Dr. Richardson, who had contrived to evade Mahometan vigilance, gives us
the best notice of the structure. Enveloped in a black robe to avoid observation, and
attended by an interpreter, he ascended the soathern hope of Mount Moriah, and entered
the Haram Schereef, (or “noble Retirement for Devotion,”) an inclosure of 1489 feet by
995, in the centre of which stands the Sakhara, (or ¢ Shut Up,”) the Mosque of Omar.

« After viewing the building, we then,” the n ive proceeds, “ hied out of the Gate
of Paradise (Bab-el-Jenné), passed by the ¢ Judgment-Seat of Solomon,” and descended
into the inclosure. Here we put on our shoes, and walked through the trees, to a house
adjoining the wall of the inclosure, in which is said to be the throne of Solomon. From
this we ascended by a stair to the top of the wall, and sat upon the stone on which Mahomet
is to sit at the day of judgment, to judge the re-embodied spirits assembled bencath him in
the Valley of Jehoshaphat. ~Descending from this seat of tremendous anticipation, we
walked along the front of El Aksa, the other mosque, which occupies the side of the
inclosure.”

A visit in daylight, in which he was accompanied by some Turks of rank, enabled
him to enjoy a still more accurate view. The ground is verdurous, and scattered over
with orange, olive, cypress, and other trees.

“1In the sacred retirement of this spot, the followers of the Prophet delight to saunter
or repose, and arrayed in the gorgeous costume of the East, add much to the beauty and
interest of the scene, which they seem unwilling to quit either in going to, or returning
from, the place of prayer. Round the edge of the Stoa-Sakhara, or platform of the mosque,
are many small houses, for private prayer, and other purposes connected with the principal

but the Sakhara itself is the chief ornament of the whole. It is a regular octagon
of about sixty feet a side. It is entered by four gates, and the walls are faced to a certain
height with marble; the sides are panelled, and the upper story of this elegant building is
faced with small tiles eight or nine inches square, and painted white, yellow, green, and
blue. On each side there are seven well-proportioned windows, except where the front
interferes. The whole is extremely light and beautiful, and from the mixture of the soft
colours above, and the blue and white tinge of the marble below,” says the Doctor, « T




was more delighted with it than any building I ever saw.” It is now, however, much

defaced, and, like most of the Mahometan structures in Palestine, is sinking into de

The front group consists of Greelt Christians, pilgrims to Jerusalem and pray iVng
towards the Holy Sepulchre. They stand on a terrace of the dilapidated Church of St.
Anna, which is built over the grotto shown as the birth-place of the Virgin. The
Mount of Olives is partially seen on the left. In the same direction is the principal
entrance to the mosque, which no Christian is allowed to pass. The view is taken from the
terrace, looking down to the Pool of Bethesda; the lower portion of the walls is ancient,
(the upper part Saracenic,) and may have formed part of the Tower of Antonia.

! Roberts's Journal. Robinson, Biblical Researches, vol. i. p. 415, &e.

THE TOMB OF ZECHARIAH.

Trere are four monumental structures in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, on the east side
of the Kedron, and opposite to the south-east corner of the Grand Mosque. Those have
received from monks and travellers the names of the Tombs of Jehoshaphat, St. James,
Absalom, and Zechariah, The two latter are real monuments of rock, the two former
are only excavated tombs with ornamented portals.

The Tomb of Zechariah is so called in allusion to him who was “slain between the
temple and the altar.” It is a square block, of about twenty feet on each side, the rock
having been cut away round it, so as to form an area in which it stands isolated. The
body of the tomb is about eighteen or twenty feet high, and apparently solid. The sides
are decorated each with two columns, and two half columns, the latter adjacent to square
pillars at the corners, and all having capitals of the Ionic order. Round the cornice is an
ornament of acanthus leaves, about three feet high, and above this the top is formed by
an obtuse pyramid ten or twelve feet in height. The whole monument has thus an
elevation of about thirty feet, and, with all its ornaments, is wholly cut out of the d
rock.? It exhibits a singular mixture of the styles of Greece and Egypt; somewhat of

the classic elegance of the former, with the massiveness of the latter.

' Robinson, Biblical Researches, vol. i. p. 518.




JERUSALEM FROM THE SOUTH.

Jenvsarea was founded by Melchizedee,! in the forty-sixth year of Abraham, 2107 years

before the mativity of our Lord, and 2177 before its siege by Titus. It was even then
named Salem (1»n:1L'L'), doubtless with prophetic reference to its future purposes, as the
centre of pure religion in the world.

Yet, in an historical point of view, no name could scem more unsuited to its fortunes,
for no other city of the earth has ever undergone so constant and so terrible a succession of
sufferings.

After the general conquest of Canaan under Joshua, it fell into the hands of the
Jebusites, by \\"lmm it was fortified, and from the strength of its position, it was probably
impregnable to the rude science of those early times; but David? had the daring to attack,
and the skill to master it, by entering through an aqueduct, from which he ascended into
the city. On its capture he made it the capital of the kingdom, and on the Hill of Zion

erected a palace for himself with other buildings. Solomon next levelled the summit of

Mount Moriah, and on it built the Temple. Our space prohibits the detail of the

‘h so soon overshadowed its splendours. Josephus sums them up in

calamities
one expressive record : ¢ Jerusalem was taken six times, but desolated only twice. The
several captures were by Sesac, the Babylonians, Antiochus, Pompey, Herod, and Titus;
its desolations were by the Babylonians and by the Romans under Titus.”3
The horrors of the Roman siege, as narrated by Josephus, proverbially form
the most overwhelming collec " the images of suffering by famine, popular fury, and
T
le

spair, that were ever combined to make the fall of a people fearful to its own

national 5
and memorable to eve oe to come.

The siege, in all its parts, distinctly exhibits a supernatural influence, controlling
human circumstances into the means of more consummate destruction. It was pressed at
the Passover, the last period at which military prudence would have attempted the attack.
But as almost the whole male population of middle age were assembled in the city, the

ave been thus only the more sweeping.
The si awr tardiness, and even incertitude of design, exhibited by the Roman
army in its first attempts, so inconsistent with the habitual dar ng and decision of the
Roman system of war, unquestionably had the effect of deluding the city into a more
inued resistance, and thus inflicting a more irrecoverable ruin.

The destruction of the Temple was wholly opposed to the policy of Rome, which

If on its indifference to the worship of its conquests; and it was even dir octly
opposed to the commands of Titus, who naturally wished to preserve its plunder for his
triumph, and who must have looked on the T\ emple as the noblest trophy ever won by a

conqueror. But a mightier power was there, and all perished.

! Joseph. B. Jud. vi. 10. ? 2 Sam. v. 6. ? Bell. Jud. vi. 10.




The prophecy of our Lord, « Verily, T say unto you, There shall not be left

one stone upon another,” was literally fulfilled: the Temple was utterly ruined and
has never been restored.

In the sixth century Justinian built a superb church to the Virgin Mary, which stood
on the site of the present Mosque El-Aksa. A hundred years after, the Khalif Omar took
Jerusalem (A.p. 636), and was the founder of the mosque standing on the site of the
Temple, and which still bears his nama.

In 1099, the Crusaders took the city by storm. The mosque was then consecrated as
a Christian church; but on the capture of this most unfortunate city again by the Saracens

‘
(a.p. 1187), the crescent was restored. Jerusalem has since fallen successively into the
hands of the Turks and the Egyptians, and is now a Turkish possession. But the eyes of
Europe have been directed to it in our day, with an interest unfelt since the age of the
Crusades, and founded on higher principles than those of worldly ambition. At this hour,
the whole Christian world, by a new and nobler impulse, “prays for the peace of

Jerusalem.”

THE EXTERIOR OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE.

Tae first and most interesting object within the walls of the Holy City, the spot to which
every pilgrim first directs his steps, is the Holy Sepulchre: Lut the traveller finds his
expectation strangely disappointed when, approaching the hallowed tomb, he sees
around him the tottering houses of a ruined city, and is conducted to the door of a
gigantic church,

Though the handsome cupola is visible from most parts of the town, yet, there
being no peristyle, the access to this, the principal monument of the piety of the Empress
Helena, is difficult, being nearly surrounded by buildings which at various periods have
been allowed to be run up against it. It can be entered only from the south.

With the exception of the le (vepresented in the vignette title-page), there is
nothing remarkable in the external architecture or decoration of this mass of buildings,
which is necessarily irregular from an attempt to bring under one roof the events
of the Gospel history—the Golgotha and the Tomb, now shown in the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre.

The ruined tower to the left was anciently the belfry.
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Jerusalem (a.p. 636), and was the founder of the mosque standing on the site of the
Temple, and which still bears his nama.

In 1099, the Crusaders took the city by storm. The mosque was then consecrated as
a Christian church; but on the capture of this most unfortunate city again by the Saracens
(a.n. 1187), the crescent was restored. Jerusalem has since fallen successively into the
hands of the Turks and the Egyptians, and is now a Turkish possession. But the eyes of
Europe have been directed to it in our day, with an interest unfelt since the age of the
Crusades, and founded on higher principles than those of worldly ambition. At this hour,
the whole Christian world, by a new and nobler impulse, ““prays for the peace of

Jernsalem.”

THE EXTERIOR OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE.

Tae first and most interesting object within the walls of the Holy City, the spot to which
every pilgrim first directs his steps, is the Holy Sepulchre: bLut the traveller finds his
expectation strangely disappointed when, approaching the hallowed tomb, he sees
around him the tottering houses of a ruined city, and is conducted to the door of a
gigantic church.

Though the handsome cupola is visible from most parts of the town, yet, there
being no peristyle, the access to this, the principal monument of the piety of the Empress
Helena, is difficult, being nearly surrounded by buildings which at various periods have
been allowed to be run up against it. It can be entered only from the south.

With the exception of the facade (represented in the vignette title-page), there is
nothing remarkable in the external architecture or decoration of this mass of buildings,
which is necessarily irregular from an attempt to bring under one roof the events
of the Gospel history—the Golgotha and the Tomb, now shown in the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre.

The ruined tower to the left was anciently the belfry




THE POOL OF BETHESDA.

s to give Scriptural names to every prominent feature of

TuE eagerness of the early monk r
Jerusalem, has affixed the title of the  Pool of Bethesda” to the reservoir on the north of

the Great Mosque. ’

In the opinion of Robinson, this reservoir merely formed a ‘pnrt of the fosse of
the “ Acropolis,” or Fortress of Antonia.  Its dimensions certainly seem altogether
incompatible with the purposes of the Bethesda of Scripture, whether those were the
bathing of the sick, or the washing of sheep preparatory to their sacrifice in the Temple ;
for it ‘l'?l(’;i\lll'L‘S 360 feet in length by 130 in breadth, and is 75 deep, even now, though
there is evidently a great accumulation of earth at the bottom. There can be, however,
bt of its ix;x\ix{g been used as a reservoir, for its sides have been cased with small

no dou
in have been covered with plaster ; but this portion of the work wants

stones, and those ag
the completeness of ancient skill.1

The western end is built up like the rest, except at the south-west corner, where two
lofty arched vaults extend under the houses which cover that quarter. The northern one
of those arches is nineteen feet broad, and it has been penetrated to the extent of a hundred
feet, and apparently extends farther. The other is twelve feet in breadth, but both are
heaped with earth. Tt is conjectured that the trench, of which this excavation forms a
part, was filled up by Titus in the siege, when, in order to carry on his works for the
assault of the Temple, he levelled the Fortress of Antonia.

Busebius and Jerome speak of a piscina probatica, shown in their day as Bethesda, a
double pool, one part filled by ruins, and the other tinged of a reddish dye, as if mixed
with blood ; but they give it no locality. The name in later times was applied, apparently,
from the neighbourhood of the reservoir to the St. Stephen’s Gate, which was mistaken for
the sheep-gate.

The bottom is generally dry, though at the time of the Artist’s visit, in April, there
was some water st g in it. It contains shrubs, and a few trees not tall enough to

above the level of the street.

T'he view is taken from the street leading to the Great Mosque. The characteristic
feature of Jewish architecture is exhibited in the domes, which form the roof of every
house, a result of the costliness of timber; but, from its wanting the lightness of the

tal dome, in general the effect is poor and monotonous. The tower on the right is
the minaret standing in the inclosure of the mosque, and the ruins beneath are conceived

to be the remnants of the Tower of Antonia.2

! Biblical Researches, vol. i. p. 434, * Roberts’s Journal.




THE TOWER OF DAVID

Tae citadel of modern Jerusalem, an irregular assemblage of square towers, lies on the
north-western part of Sion, to the south of the Yaffa gate. It has on the outer side a deep
A solid sloping bulwark, rising from the bottom of the fosse, at an angle of about
-five degrees, protects the towers. This bulwark bears evident marks of remote
antiquity, and by Robinson? is thought to be of the time of Hadrian. At the capture
by the Crusaders (a.0. 1099), this was the strongest part of the city, and here the garrison
made their last stand. When the walls were thrown down by the Moslems (a.p. 1219),
this fortress was preserved, and bore the name of the Tower or Citadel of David until the
sixteenth century, when it was occasionally called the Castle of the Pisans, from having
been once rebuilt by citizens of that republic.?
The north-eastern tower, now especially called the Tower of David, attracts notice by
its size and antiquity ; for though the upper part is modern, the lower is formed of vast
stones, wrought in the manner of the ancient masonry, and, in all probability, a remnant

of the Tower Hippicus, built by Herod, and left standing by Titus when he destroyed the

other defences.? Some of the stones are twelve feet long by three feet five inches broad.

The height of the ancient portion is about fifty feet.*

! Biblical Researches, vol. i. 454.
2 Pisanorum Castrum. Adrichonius, 156, quoted by Robinson.
3 Joscphus, Jewish War, vii. 1. 1. Roberts’s Journal.




THE SHRINE OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE.

Easter is the chief period of pilgrimages to Jerusalem, and the number of pilgrims
frequently amounts to 20,000. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is opened but on fixed

nd on those, at this season, the pressure is enormous. The first aspect of
the exterior is striking. It is a vast and splendid monument, solemn, imposing, and rich
for the time at \\hi;h it was erected. It is true, that it is not the Church built by
the mother of Constantine; but in its rebuilding by the Christian kings of Jerusalem,
the ornaments of the Byzantine architecture have been preserved, and, with those of the

days,

Greek and Eastern, form a noble and most picturesque temple.

But the multitude offer a vivid and still more picturesque scene. There are
displayed costumes and countenances from all parts of the world ; the splendid robes and
dark visages of the Asiatic, the powerful features of the Greek, the Italian monk, the
Syrian mountaineer, the Christian of India, some countenances wild and barbarian, some
brilliant and civilised; some which give the impression of every sterner practice and
passion of desert life; others which a Titian or a Raphael might have taken as models
of the saint or martyr, calm, lofty, and intellectual: a vast congregation gathered by
one powerful impulse to do homage to the most awful place of recollection on the globe.

But the gate is at last opened, generally after a delay which produces many a
murmur, and the multitude, with the rush and roar of a torrent, burst in. On entering
the vestibule, the keeper of the porch, a Turk, is seen sitting, frequently with a group of
Turks, on his richly-covered divan, smoking, and with coffee before him. But none pause
there; the crowd pass on, struggling, pressing, and clamouring. But, at the instant of
their entering the grand dome, all is hushed ; in front of them lies the  Stone of Unction,”
the crowd fling themselves on their knees round it, weep, pray, and attempt to touch it
with their foreheads; hands are seen everywhere clasped in prayer, or hiding their faces
as if the object were too sacred to be gazed at; tears -are rolling down cheeks, and sobs
are heard that seem to come from hearts overwhelmed with reverence and SOTTOW.

The Church is a lofty circular building, surmounted with a dome, and surrounded by
tall square pillars supporting a gallery. The general effect is bold and stately.
Immediately under the dome stands the shrine, an oblong building, twenty feet long and
twelve feet high, cireular at the back, but square and finished with a platform in front, and
with a cornice and cupola of marble. The style of this structure is fantastic and poor, the
work of a nameless builder employed by the Greek monks in 1817. But who can regard
such trivialities in the midst of such a scene? That building covers the Holy Sepulchre !

It is perfectly known that the site of our Lord’s tomb, of the crucifixion, and all the
other leading events of his glorious Passion, have formed the topics of learned dispute.
But into those discussions we have no wish to enter. The heart, and the understanding
too, may rest fully contented with the fact, that whether within or without this dome, here
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trod our Lord; within the circuit of the city standing at this hour were wrought his
miracles; were heard those lips “which spake as never man spake;” were uttered
those fearful denunciations which condemmned Judah to bondage; and with not less

authority, those infallible and illustrious promises which declare that she shall yet break

her chain, and see her King in triumph, as she saw him in hur tion. Under such
feelings, all minute doubts disappear; the mind takes no interest in minor localities; all
Jerusalem is one magnificent locality. Through these streets the Saviour passed; on that
height he taught in the courts of the Temple; from that Mount of Olives he looked upon
the golden domes, and sculptured towers, and marble walls of Jerusalem! Those facts are
known beyond all doubt; those are sufficient for the heart; and fallen as the City of
David is, Christendom bears in sacred memory, that © her stones were laid in holiness,”
and longs for the coming of the day when a splendour, not borrowed from sun or star,

shall fill her courts with new-born glory.

THE GOLDEN GATE.

Tais is a massive structure, a double gateway, projecting from the eastern wall into

the area of the Harem-esh-Sherif (the Noble Sanctuary), in which stands the (

Mosque. Its floor is several feet below the level of the area. After the second revolt

and total ruin of the Jewish people, Hadrian (a.n. 136) built a new city, which he

called Zlia; and, for the purpose of offering the last insult to an unhappy nation,
m )

e raised a temple to Jupiter on the site of the Temple of Solomon. he style of

the Golden Gate appears to refer it to this period; the external front
unquestionably of Roman origin; and of the interior it is evident,
row of noble Corinthian columns and a groined roof, had
portico of Roman workmanship.”!

The name “ Porta Aurea” cannot be followed 1 or than the tenth century. This
gate was found walled up in the time of the Crusades, but was then openc
on Palm Sunday, from a tradition that through it our Lord made his entry
as king; a tradition probably arising from the stateliness of its architecture.
the Moslem, however, it is kept constantly walled up from a singt
it a king shall enter, who is to make himself master not only of Jerusalem, bu

1 1

lobe. And that their vigilance, at least, may not be wanti o avert the

o

they keep a sentinel constantly on duty in a tower flanking t gateway.®

! Bononi and Catherwood, re!
* Stephens, p. 94.




THE CHURCH OF THE PURIFICATION.

has been long on foot among the intelligent investigators of the Holy Lard,

AN inquiry
in Mary, in the

for the site of the great Church built by Justinian, in honour of the Vir
sixth century. Procopius, in his description of the imperial works,! states it to have been
erected on the loftiest hill of the city; adding, that as there was not space enough for its
intended magnitude, the architect was compelled to raise a wall with arched vaults from the
valley to ~'u|?lml't the south-east part of the edifice. The only fabric whose site corresponds
with this description is the Mosque El-Aksa, at the southern extremity of the inclosure of
the Harem-esh-Sherif. It stands adjacent to the southern wall, where the latter is about
one hundred feet above the foundation of the parallel city wall. The mosque is 280 feet in
length from north to south by 190 broad. It is universally regarded by the Oriental and
Western Christians as an ancient Christian Church, once dedicated to the Virgin, and the
latter give it the name of the Church of the Purification or Presentation.? The interior
retains exactly the appearance of an ancient Basilica.®

In researches like these, the reader must be warned of the extreme difficulty of verify-
ing points of topography much more important than the sites of imperial labours, Until
the beginning of the fourth century Jerusalem was in Roman hands, deprived of all rights
but those which cannot be refused even to the slave, and almost forgotten by the worll.
ment of Christianity on the imperial throne once more turned the general eye

/1
The establisl

to Jerusalem, yet less as the seat of Jewish grandeur than as the memorial of Christian
Invention became busy, and perhaps unscrupulous. Whatever the mother of

sacrifice.
Where the site was unknown to authentic

the Emperor sought for, she was sure to find.
record, tradition was ready, or where even tradition failed, all difficulty vanished before
dream. Thus Helena ascertained all the chief localities of the life of our Lord in Jeru-
During the three following centuries Jerusalem became a place of pilgrimage to

salem.
The pilgrims adopted the legends of the past,

the pious, the curious, and the superstitious.
or made legends of their own; until every spot of the sacred region was partitioned among
But this visionary age received a sudden and formidable check; the Saracen
like a flood, and the pilgrim and the fable perished together.
id brilliant effort to restore the fullen honours of Jerusalem ;

rival fables.
came, overspreading the lanc
The Crusades were a bold ¢
but, while the Saracen scimitar was still glittering from the Nile to Lebanon, the knights

e too amply employed in guarding their feeble sovereignty, to revive controversies,
which probably their martial habits taught them to disdain.

On the revival of letters in Europe, Jerusalem became once more that object of interest,
which it has continued to the present day. But the eager acquiescence with which the first
travellers listened to the authority of the Conventuals, was suddenly changed into almost
total doubt; and a species of calm scepticism as to every locality became the tone of the

! Procop. de Adificiis, Justin. v. 6. ? The title of the Purification is rejected by Quares

2 Bononi, quoted in Bib, Researches, vol. i. p. 439.
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European traveller.t  This, too, has had 1ts period, and a more rational spirit has succeeded.
3ut Jerusalem is already assuming in the European eye a higher rank than belongs to
historic recollections. For to what other spot of earth was language like this ever spoken ?
« Tt shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be
established in the top of the mountains.
¢« And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob . . . for out of Sion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

e

« O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.

+ Rauwolf, Korte, and Cotovicus, were among the chief doubte until the visit of Clarke, who
doubts everything. Robinson, who has been adopted as our chief authority in these descriptions,
evidently deserves respect for his judgment, diligence, and learning.

2 Isaiah, ii. 2, 3, 5.

THE UPPER FOUNTAIN OF SILOAM.

StroaM consists of two basins or fountains, the upper one of which is a fissure in the solid
rock. A flight of steps leads down on the inside to the water, and close at hand, on the

m

outside, is the reservoir.! his seems to be generally acknowledged as

“Siloa’s brook that flowed
Fast by the oracle of God.”

The drawing of the water from Siloam in the Feast of Tabernacles (though no direction
on the subject is to be found in the Mosaic Law) became a remarkable ceremonial in the
latter ages of Judea.

The priest with his attendants received it from the fountain in a golden vessel, and
then, returning to the Temple, mingled it with wine, and poured it on the altar. The
origin of the custom has been the subject of much discussion among the rabbins, but it is
generally supposed to have originated in the verse of Isaiah (xii. 3), “ With joy shall ye
draw water out of the wells of salvation.” Much exhibition of popular rejoicing, with
sounding of trumpets and horns, accompanied this ceremony. The whole Feast of Taber-
nacles was peculiarly a display of popular exultation, as it occurred in the finest season of

the year, after the gathering of all the harvests; was under tents and bowers, remir

the people of the happiest scenes of the national life; and was typical of the period when

earth is to be paradise again, and Israel is to be restored for ever + from Siloam

was drawn on every day of the seven during which the feast continued. But the most

solemn outpouring was on the last, the chief day of this memorable celebration.  Our Lord

refers to it, as prefiguring the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. (John, vii. 39.)

! Robinson, Biblical Researches, vol. i. p. 497.
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JERUSALEM, FROM THE MOUNT OF OLIVES.

. R L m
Ouver is a name connected with the most solemn remembrances of religion. The

the artifices of monks may have done dishonour to the sanctity

credulity of pilgrims or
of Jerusalem; fiction has too often found sites for miracles, and legend has largely usurped

the place of history; but nature remains: all the great features of the scene are unchange-

able; and he who now explores the valleys or climbs the hills of this illustrious region, is
secure that there, at least, he cannot be deceived. Every outline of those hills, every
undulation of those valleys, has the matchless influence of reality. He feels, that he is
traversing the very ground which was traversed by those great agents of Providence,
whose m:\mm'y ]l:\i‘ given a character and an impulse to every succeeding period of man-
kind ; that he stands where they taught, and suffered, and triumphed ; that he looks on the
Jandscape on which they so often gazed and that he sees the same grandeur and beauty,
the same wild majesty or cultured loveliness, which so often lifted their hearts in strains of
holy exultation to the God and Father of nature and man.

“Olivet is memorable in the national annals as the first resting-place of David, when he
fled from the rebellion of Absalom.

« And David went up by the ascent of Mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had
his head covered, and he went barefoot; and all the people that was with him covered
every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up.”!

ll'mt, to us, it has still more solemn recollections. No portion of Palestine was more
hallowed by the frequency of our Lord’s presence, and the events of his closing life, than
the region of Olivet. To meditate, to pray, and to prophesy, He  went, as he was wont,
to the Mount of Olives.” From its slope He uttered the great prediction of the calamities
of the siege, and the fall of the people; there He underwent that most fearful and profound
sorrow which commenced his sufferings; there, finally, He met his disciples before He
ascended to heaven; and there, if the prophecy is to be literally interpreted, the world shall
yet see a still more awful and astonishing scene.

¢ is feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem
on the east; and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and
toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley: and half of the mountain shall
remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley
of the mountains; . . . and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.”?

At the foot of the Mount, and between it and the brook Kedron, is the « Garden of
Gethsemane.”  General consent adopts this as the scene of the “ Agony.” It is still an
olive-ground, with many neglected trees widely scattered over the slope of the hill; but the
spot especially sacred in the estimation of the pilgrims, is a space of fifty-seven yards

! 2 Samuel, xv. 30. ? Zechariah, xiv. 4, 5.




square, with a low stone inclosure; containing eight large olive-trees, apparently ot great
antiquity. “ They are,” says a recent traveller, “still in a sort of ruined cultivation; the
fences broken down and the trees decaying. Here no violence, or none that merits notice,
has been done to the simplicity of the scene.”t

The view is extensive beyond the city, commanding the plain of Jericho, and, on the
east, the valley of the Jordan, and a portion of the Dead Sea. On'the summit of the
mount is an Arab village, with a stone building in its centre, which is said to mark the spot
of the « Ascension.” But our Lord ascended from Bethany.

! Jowett’s Researches, p. 2

THE STONE OF UNCTION

Ix the description of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, it was mentioned that the « Stone
of Unction” was the first object of homage which meets the pilgrims on their entrance, and
that it always attracts a large concourse, who exhibit the strong extravagances of foreign
feeling and gesture. It is a long slab of polished white marble; but this is admitted to be
only a covering for the true stone, to protect it from the casualties to which all relics were
subject during the sway of the unbelievers. The Turks, however, looking upon the whole
ceremonial as an advantageous source of revenue, and an inducement for strangers to visit
the city, seldom interfere, but to prevent tumult; and whether their toleration results from
contempt or policy, it is practically complete.

The monks say that the stone, of which this marble is the cover, is the one on which

the body of our Lord was laid, when given to Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, and by
them anointed for sepulture. It has as largely shs eral decoration of this sump-

tuous dome, as it does the homage of the pilgrims. s at each end three enormous
wax candles upwards of twenty feet high, and with the light of a number of lamps poured
upon it from above, it forms a striking centre for the first gathering of those picturesque
and enthusiastic groups. The lamps are silver, and some of them of rich and curious
workmanship, the gifts of the Greek, Latin, and Armenian convents, or of royal and noble

devotees.




THE CHAPEL OF ST. HELENA

Tue discovery of the Cross on which our Lord died, was one of the most memorable

exploits of the mother of Constantine. From the Greek Chapel in the Great Church of the

Holy Sepulchre, by thirty broad marble steps, a large underground chamber is reached, its

roof supported by four short columns, and dimly lighted. In front of those steps is an altar,
and, on one side, the seat on which St. Helena, instructed by a dream where the true Cross
was hidden, sat and watched while the progress of discovery was going on. Fourteen steps
deeper is another chamber, still more dimly lighted, and in its centre a marble slab, covering
the pit where, deeper yet, the mysterious object of search was at last found.

But humiliating as are those legendary absurdities, the scenes which take place in con-
nexion with them are not less humiliating. An intelligent traveller? supplies us with the
substance of the following exhibition at the Holy Sepulchre (1821). The 21st of April is
called the Day of Charity. By ten in the morning, an immense crowd were collected at
the Church and round the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre. In this assemblage was to be
recognised every description of Christian Europe, with Copts, Maronites, Armenians,
Syrian Arabs, &c.  Their object was to see the kindling of the sacred fire in imitation
of that which descended at the prayer of Elijah. * During the period when the miracle
was preparing within the Shrine, what were the crowd doing? They selected this interval
for performances worthy of an Italian Carnival. They ran and dragged each other round
the Church, they mounted on each other’s shoulders, they built themselves up into pyramids,
they tumbled like mountebanks. . The shouts and shrieks from so many voices, in so many
languages, sharpened with oriental shrillness, were intolerable, The uproar was rendered
more discordant by the violence of the Turkish soldiers in the attempt to tranouillise
fanaticism by blows.”

Two priests, a Greck and an Armenian, next entered the Shrine, and the door was
closed after them and guarded by a body of soldiers. The crowd now rushed towards. the
walls of the Shrine, every one with a torch or taper ready to be lighted by the miraculous
flame.  But the miracle was delayed until the arrival of the Turkish governor. The gal-
lery overlooking this ceremonial was filled by various groups; Turks, who laughed at it
Armenians, who believed in the miracle; Latins, who might be sceptical or not, as they
pleased ; and English, who natu rally looked upon it with mingled feelings of contempt and
compassion. At length the governor arrived, and the miracle had permission to display
itself.  Every light was put out, and the multitude were left in almost total darkness; but
after some moments of anxiety a glimmer was seen through the orifices in the Shrine, it
increased to a flame, and the multitude burst into a general exclamation. All now was
enthusiasm, delight, and not a little danger. For the zealots fought fiercely for the honour

! The Rev. G. Waddington : “Condition of the Greek Church.”
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of lighting their torches and tapers at the flame itself; but those who were not fortanate
enough to reach it, took it from others, and, in a few minutes, the whole area was a blaze
of thousands of lights. The two priests again made their appearance, each waving a torch of
« celestial flame,” and with those in their hands, they were hoisted on the shoulders of the
devotees, and carried in triumph out of the Church.

When the display has been thus gone through, the crowd slowly retire, preserving the
remainder of their tapers to melt them on strips of linen, which they intend to be sewed into
their winding-sheets, as sure passports to Paradise. The whole performance, monstrous as
it is, has been authenticated by every European writer who has been present during the
Easter celebrations. To us, even its extravagances may furnish the important lesson of the
general and dangerous tendency of human nature to superstition; of the strange facility
with which minds, even acute and intelligent on other subjects, may abandon themselves to
the grossest follies in religion; and of the wisdom of limiting our zeal to the simplicity of

Scripture.

THE FOUNTAIN OF JOB.

Tms is an ancient well, situated just below the junction of the Valley of Hinnom with
that of Jehoshaphat. Tradition has been busy with its name, and the legend tells us, that
this was the especial spot in which the sacred fire of the Temple was preserved during the
captivity, until the restoration of the Temple by Nehemiah; the European monks, therefore,
call it the Well of Nehemiah. The natives name it Byr Eyub, the Well of Job; but until
the sixteenth century it was called En-Rogel.!

It is a very deep excavation, of an irregular quadrilateral form, walled up with I:

square stones, terminating above in an arch on one side, and apparently of gre

There is a small rude building over it, furnished with one or two large reservoirs of stone.

The well measures 125 feet in depth, and, in the rainy season, the water rises to the full
height and overflows from the summit.
This well has perhaps the most distinct connexion with remote history of any 1
the city of David. It is mentioned in the Book of Joshua,? in describing
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. And when Adonijah was to
made a feast at En-Rogel, or in the phrase of Josephus
which is in the king’s garden.” It is not mentioned by tle histo

was then probably filled up.*

' Cotovicus, in 1598, calls it Puteus Iynis.
3 1 Kings, 1. 9. Joseph. Antiq. vii. 14. 4. * Biblical Res




JERUSALEM FROM THE NORTH.

Tae view from this point is regarded as the most striking and extensive of Jerusalem.
The road, first descending into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, crosses the ridge which extends
between Scopas and the Mount of Olives. The city is thus seen diagonally, and the view
includes the Great Mosque and the deep valley, while, at the same time, the domes and
minarets are seen with better effect than from the other summit of Olivet.t

Lamartine, the celebrated poet of France, has described with picturesque power this
scene, with all its associations, the noblest and most affecting on the globe.

« After ascending a second mountain, higher and more naked than the first, the horizon
expanded all at once, and gave a view of the whole space which stretches between the last
peaks of Judea, on which we stood, and the high mountain-chain of Arabia. Beyond the
lesser hills beneath our feet, broken and split into grey and crumbling rocks, the eye
distinguished nothing but a dazzling expanse, so similar to a vast sea, that the illusion was
complete. But on the edge of this imaginary ocean, about a league from us, the sun
glittered on a square tower, a lofty minaret, and the broad yellow walls of some buildings
which crowned the summit of a low hill; it was JErusALEM !

¢ It stood out sombrely and heavily from the blue depths of heaven and the black sides
of the Mount of Olives. = Beyond those lofty walls and domes a high and broad hill arose,
upon a second outline, darker than that which bore the city, and bounding the horizon.

“ Nearer to us, and immediately beneath our eye, was nothing but a stony wilderness,
which serves as an approach to the ¢ City of Stones.” Those immense imbedded stones, of
an uniform rocky grey, extended, from the spot where we stood, to the gates.

“The last steps that are made before opening on Jerusalem, are hollowed through a
dismal and irremovable avenue of those rocks, which rise ten feet above the head of the
traveller, and permit only a sight of the sky immediately above.

“ We were in this last mournful avenue, and had marched in it for a quarter of an hour,
when the rocks, retiring on a sudden to the right and left, brought us face to face with the
walls of Jerusalem.

A space of a hundred paces was now alone between us and the gate of Bethlehem.
This interval, barren and undulating, like the banks which surround fortified places in
Europe, extended to the right into a narrow vale, sinking in a gentle slope. To the left

were five old olive trunks, bent bencath the weight of age, which might be called petrified,
like the sterile soil from which they sprang. The Gate, commanded by two towers with
Gothic battlements, deserted and silent as the entrance of a ruined castle, lay open before us.

“ We remained a few minutes in motionless contemplation. We burned with desire to

pass it, but the plague was now in irs most intense state in the city, and we did not enter;

! Biblical Researches, vol. i. p. 108.
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but turning to the left, we slowly descended, skirting the high walls built behind a deep
ravine, in which we perceived, from time to time, the stone foundations of Herod’s ancient
inclosure. At every step we met Turkish burial-places, with tombstones surmounted by a
turban. Those cemeteries, which the plague was nightly peopling, were filled with groups
of Turkish and Arab women, weeping for their husbands or fathers.

« Those groups, seated there the whole day to weep, were the only sign of human
occupancy that appeared in our circuit round Jerusalem. No noise, no smoke arose; and
some pigeons, flying from the fig-trees to the battlements, or from the battlements to the
edges of the sacred pools, gave the only movement in this mournful scene.”:

! Travels in the East.

THE POOL OF SILOAM.

TaE site of this memorable fountain is not determinable from any of its notices in Scripture,!
but Josephus describes it as in the valley of the Tyropaon, on the south-east part of the
ancient city, the precise situation in which we find the pool now bearing the name.? Jerome,
about the close of the fourth century, describes it as  a fountain at the foot of Mount Sion,
whose waters do not flow regularly, but on certain days and hours, and issue with great
noise from caverns in the hard rock.”® It is subsequently mentioned by a long succession
of authorities, and Phocas (A.p. 1185) states it to have been “ surrounded by arches” and
massive columns, with gardens below.”

It is a small, deep reservoir, in the form of a parallelogram, into which the water flows
from under the rocks, out of a smaller basin, or fissure in the rock, a few feet farther up.
The reservoir is an artificial work, and the water comes to it through a subterranean
channel from the Fountain of Mary, higher up in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. The ridge
Ophel ends here, just over the Pool of Siloam, in a steep point of rock, forty or fifty feet
high. Along its base the water is conducted from the pool in a small channel hewn in the
rock, and led off, to water the gardens of fig and other fruit-trees lying in terraces, which
extend to the bottom of the Valley of Jehoshaphat, a descent of forty or fifty feet.* Siloam

is now used as a public fountain; but it seems to have been once sacred to the uses of the

Temple. Its perpetual stream was the subject of allusion by our Lord, and it was made the

visible instrument of one of those mighty acts which He wrought among the people.®

! Isaiah, viii. 6.—Nechemiah, ii. 15 ? Bel. Jud. v. 4. 1.
3 Hieron. Comm. in Esaiam, viii. 6. 4 Biblical Researches, vol. i. p. 4
* John, ix, 7—11.




THE ENTRANCE TO THE CITADEL.

Ix the description of the vignette of the “ Tower of David” we adverted to its history,
as forming a part of the Tower of Hippicus; we now proceed to give an outline of the
history of the city walls.

The ancient city was thirty-three stadia, or three and one-third geographical miles in
circumference. The southern wall included the whole of Sion. The eastern ran probably
along the bottom of the Vale of Jehoshaphat, and the northern passed about fifty rods
north of the present city. The present circumference is about two and one-eighth
geographical miles.

The building of ZElia, by Hadrian, seems to have occupied chiefly the site of the
present city. But a large portion of Sion was probably then excluded, for Eusebius and
Cyril, in the fourth century, speak of Sion as then fulfilling the prophecy, and being as a
< planted fic ! the wall being carried a the brow of the Valley of Jehoshaphat on
the east, so as to include the hill Bezetha, instead of bending southward, as formerly, to
the Tower of Antonia.

The walls of Hadrian scem to have remained until the Crusades. At this period the
chief part of Sion was outside the walls, The Count of Toulouse pitched his camp between
the city and the Church of Sion,  which was a bow-shot distant from the walls.”? In
process of time, however, the walls fell into decay, and (a.p. 1178) contributions were
demanded in Europe for rebuilding them. In 1187, the city was besieged by the Saracens
under the famous Saladin, and captured after a courageous resistance. But the captors
then began to tremble; the name of Richard Ceeur de Lion threatened to shake the

yable in fortifying Jerusalem. To excite the

Saracen throne, and Saladin was indefatig

1
Moslem activity, he was constantly present at the labour, animated his troops by the sight
1

of his chieftains eng g in it with their own hands, and even himself frequently brought
stones to it on the Ixmnm(l of his saddle. Six months of industry, thus encouraged and
sustained, rendered the place nearly impregnable to the inartificial means of the times.”3
But, in 1219, the Sultan Melek of Damascus, dreading that it might be made a Christian
fortress, ordered that all the walls and towers should be dismantled, except the Citadel and
the inclosure of the Great Mosque; to the general chagrin of the inhabitants, many of
whom abandoned it in conse quence. In 1229, a treaty with the Emperor Frederick gave
it up to Christian hands once more; with the stipulation, however, that the walls should
not be rebuilt. But from some new alarm, in ten years after, the barons and knights beg:
to restore the walls, and erect a strone fort on the west of the city. The breach of treaty,
if breach it were, was suddenly and ferocious sly avenged by the assault of the Emir D: wid,

! Eusebius, D. Evang. viii. 3. p- 406.—Edit. Colon.  Cyril, Hieros. Catec. xvii, 18.
1 ? Wilken. Gesch. B. iv.




of Kerek, who entered the city with his troops, strangled the Christians, threw down the
newly-raised walls, and added to the havoc, the dismantling of the Tower of David.!

But in this city of endless vicissitude, a new treaty, in 1243, gave the possession to the
Christians without reserve; to the boundless indignation of the Mahometan inhabitants.
The new possessors immediately repaired the fortifications; yet, within a year, Jerusalem

was again stormed. The Kharismian hordes were now the assailants (a.n. 1244), from

which period it has remained in Mahometan hands. In 1542, the walls were once more
rebuilt. The chief interest connected with the modern walls, is, that they generally exhibit
evidence of their having been raised on the site of others, going back to the ages of the
Roman conquest, of the Iduman dynasty, or perhaps even of the reign of Solomon, the
last, a time ‘all whose recollections are hallowed to the Jew, and mnot less to the
Christian.®

! Wilken. B. vi. * Biblical Researches, vol. i. p. 467.

THE PILLAR OF ABSALOM.

Ix the Valley of Jehoshaphat one of the most striking features is a group of four tombs,
one of which has been traditionally named with reference to the red record. ¢ Now
Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for himself a Pillar, which is in the king’s
dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my name in remembrance : and he called the pillar
after his own name: and it is called unto this day, Absalom’s place.”?

Josephus mentions the * pillar”2 as about three furlongs from the city, which corresponds
sufficiently to the distance of the present structure. But Absalom died on the east of Jordan,
and was probably buried on the field where he fell.?

This monument stands close by the lower bridge over the Kedron. It is a sqtare
isolated block, hewn out of the rocky ledge. The body of the block is twenty-four feet
square, having on each face two columns and two half columns of the Tonic ord
pilasters at the corners, and an architrave exhibiting triglyphs and Doric ornaments.
top of the architrave the elevation is about twenty feet. ~Above this the work is n
consisting of a large layer, with a smaller one above it, and the whole surmounted with a
small dome with a spire, gracefully expanding at the summit like the bell
tomb contains a small chamber. The entire height is about forty feet.
work is picturesque, and is of the same taste, if not of the same age, as those
which the peculiarity exists, that the outer pillars join the pilasters at the an
numerous excavations along the whole line of rock appear, like those at Petra, to have been
more probably dwellings than tombs.> The Mahometans, Jews, and Christians, as they
pass, throw stones into the aperture of the tomb, as a mark of abhorrence for the memory

of the rebellious son.

! 2 Samuel, xviii. 18. ? Josephus, B. 20.

* Biblical Researches, vol. i. p. 519.
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CALVARY.

T history of the building erected on the site of the Crucifixion has given rise to long

disquisitions, from the days of Eusebius to our own. But in limits like those of the present

work, we must content ourselves with conclusions. In the year 326, Helena, the mother of
the great Constantine, ordered the erection of Churches at Bethlehem and on the Mount of
Olives, on the presumed sites of the Nativity and the Ascension.

The strong interest excited by the Nicene Council probably revived religious subjects in
the mind of a ;11«111:11'c]1, till then engrossed with the government of the civilised world ; and
he determined to distinguish himself by giving such honour as imperial munificence could
give to the place of the Resurrection. The pagans had intentionally desecrated the spot,
and had even hidden it beneath an idol temple ;! Constantine commanded that a Church
should be erected over the Holy Sepulchre. A great assemblage of Bishops was convened,
first at Tyre and afterwards at Jerusalem, to do honour to the dedication;? but the Church
then erected seems to have had but little resemblance to that of the present day. We may
well regret its loss, for it is recorded to have been of ¢ great length and breadth,” and of
“immense altitude, the interior covered with variegated marbles, the ceilings decorated with
carved work, and the whole glittering with burnished gold

The fifth century was the age of pilgrimages, and the journey to the Holy Sepulchre
became a constant exercise of piety. But it received a formidable check from the Persian
invasion under Chosroes II., who, after overrunning Syria, stormed Jerusalem in June of
the year 614, slaying many thousands of the clergy and pilgrims, destroying the Churches,
and burning the Holy Sepulchre. The Patriarch Zacharis , with multitudes of the people,
was carried into captivity.* On the turning of the tide of war, Chosroes was pursued into
his own dominions by the Greeks under Heraclius, when the Persian monarch was put to
death by his own son; the Patriarch, after fourteen years of exiie, was restored.

After various calamities under the Saracens, the Chureh of the Holy Sepulchre, though
twice burned in the interval, was again opened in the year 1048, to the general rejoicing of
Christendom. An impression, that in the eleventh century the Day of Judgment was at
hand, poured immense crowds of pilgrims of every rank and from every soil into Palestine ;
princes and nobles with retinues of armed followers, and sometimes with royal luxury, filled
the roads of Europe on their way to Jerusalem.

Jerusalem, in the possession of the Crusaders for nearly the entire of the twelfth century,
rose once more from its ruins. Calvary forms a portion of what is now termed the Holy
Sepulchre. The spot is covered with a small chapel, in whose centre, under an altar, is
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shown an orifice encircled with gold, which is pointed out as that in which the Cross was
fixed, while on each side are two similar orifices, for the crosses of the two malefactors, The
chapel is lighted with rich and massive lamps, which burn night and day.

We have taken it for granted, that this is the actual site of the Crucifixion; notwith-
standing the known fact, that the Cross was raised outside the city; for, it seems singularly
improbable that Calvary, which was an established place of public execution, should have
been forgotten in the lapse of less than three centuries. The city has considerably changed

its position; and it is more likely that the walls should have been extended to Calvary, in

some of those periods which were too disturbed for exact record, than that the mother of
the Emperor, furnished with all the means of inquiry, and attended by the leading authori-
ties, should have been totally deceived in the express object of her investigation. But
Calvary was the spot first sought for; and the only reason discoverable, why the present
site should have been fixed on in preference to all others, is, that it was the true one.

MOUNT TABOR, FROM THE PLAIN OF ESDRAELON.

TABOR is a beautiful mountain, wholly of limestone, and rising about a thousand feet
above the great Plain of Esdraclon. Among the Arabs it bears only the general name of
Jebel-el-Tur. It stands out alone towards the S.E. from the high land around Nazareth,
while the north-eastern arm of the Plain sweeps round its base, and extending far to the
North, forms a broad table-land, bordering on the Valley of the Jordan and the Lake of
Tiberias. Seen from the S.W. it has-the appearance of the segment of a sphere, but from
the W.N.W. that of a truncated cone. The summit is a little oblong plain or basin.!

“ The present view,” observes the Artist, “ was taken while crossing the Plain, on the
road from Jenin to Nazareth. It is the very opposite to the ruggedness and grandeur given
to its form in the sketches which I had hitherto seen. Though a fine hill, it has long lost
all claims to the picturesque; the labours of the ancient population having cleared and
shaped it into its present form. In many instances this process may be still traced by the
terraces remaining on the sides, though often, by time, undistinguishable in colour from the
rocks on which they are raised. The general character of the hills of Palestine is round-

»o

ness, arising from the same cause.

The figures in the foreground are a caravan of Chri ilgrims, whom the Artist

found resting during the mid-day, on their return from Damascus to Jerusalem.

* Biblical Researches, iii. 211, &e. 2 Roberts's Journal.




GENERAL VIEW OF NAZARETH.

Tue man must be insensible to the highest recollections of our being who can look on
Nazareth without reverence for the might and mercy that once dwelt there. Generations
pass away, and the noblest monuments of the hand of man follow them; but the hills, the
valley, and the stream exist, on which the eye of the Lord of all gazed; the soil on which
His ;:u‘nwl footsteps trod ; the magnificent landscape in the midst of which He lived, working
miracles, subduing the stubborn hearts of the multitude, and pronouncing to the Earth that
 The Kingdom was at hand.”

The view from the hill above Nazareth is one of the most striking in Palestine. Beneath
it lies the chief part of the noble Plain of Esdraelon. To the left is scen the summit of
Mount Tabor, over intervening hills; with portions of the Little Hermon, Gilboa, and the
opposite mountains of Samaria. The lono line of Carmel is visible, stretching to the sea,
with the Convent of Elias on its northern promontory, and the town of Caifa at its foot. In
the West spreads the Mediterranean, always lovely, and reflecting every colour of the
morning and evening sky. On the North opens out a verdant and beautiful plain, now
called El-Buttauf. Beyond this plain, long ridges of hills, extending East and West, are
overtopped by the mountains of Safed, crowned with that city. Towards the right is « a
sea of hills and mountains,” backed by the still higher ridge beyond the Lake of Tiberias,
and on the N.E. by ¢ the majestic Hermon, with its icy crown

The town of Nazareth (in Arabic En-Nasirah) lies on the western side of a narrow,
oblong basin, extending from S.S.W. to N.}

V.E. twenty minutes in length and ten in
breadth. The houses stand on the lower slope of the western hill, which rises steep and
high above them: the dwellings are in general well built, and of stone; they have flat,
terraced roofs, without the domes so common in Southern Palestine. The population is
about three thousand souls, of which the Mahometans compose 120 families; the rest are
Greek, Latin, and Maronite.?
The Monks have been as active, and as unfortunate, as usual, in assigning Scriptural
events to localities in Nazareth and the adjoining country. The “ Mount of Precipitation”
¢ the brow of the hill,” to which the people led Jesus, ¢ that they might cast him down
headlong,” as narrated by St. Luke—is fixed by them at a precipice overlooking the Plain

of Esdraclon, and nearly two miles from the town. But the improbability that a violent

populace would have been content to lead the object of their indignation to so great a

tance, when they might have cast him down from any of the surrounding cliffs, has
induced the monks to move their imaginary Nazareth to the same hill.
As no mention of miracle is made by the Evangelist in the rescue of our Lord, it has

en doubted whether any divine interposition was wrought. Yet it is difficult to conceive

! Biblical Researches, iii. 183, * Narrative of a Mission to the Jews, ii. 72.




by what human means He could have escaped from the hands of a people who had been
infuriated to the degree of forcing Him to the edge of the precipice.  He, passing through
the midst of them, went his way,” seems the language of innate power. We hear of no
argument or remonstrance from our Lord. He allows the popular rage to act, up to the
precise moment when it appeared irresistible; and then convinces His enemies at once of His
divine authority and of their crime, by calmly returning through them, now consciously

unable to arrest His steps, and leaving them behind, in astonishment and awe. Tt is also

observable, that the twofold clearance of the Temple, at the beginning and the close of our
Lord’s ministry, is an example of silence on the subject of miracle, though both must have
been acts of miraculous will; for what individual means could have driven out the whole
multitude of money-changers, and the sturdy peasantry and cattle-dealers of Judea, from
the court of the Temple? or what other rebuker would not have been trampled or slain by

that furious multitude?

FOUNTAIN OF THE VIRGIN, NAZARETH.

As this is the only fountain in Nazareth, it is held in great respect by the Christians,
not merely as important to the supply of water to the town, but in the belief that to this
fountain the Mother of our Lord must constantly have come.

¢ The figures introduced were all drawn on the spot, and convey an accurate repre-
sentation of the female costume of Nazareth. Round the face, and hanging down on each
side, they wear rows of gold and silver coins, which relieved by their jet-black locks, have
a remarkably graceful and novel appearance to the European eye. The younger women
were in general remarkably beautiful; and as they perceived in this instance that the
strangers were Christians, they made no attempt to conceal their faces.”!

The source is under the Greek Church of the Assumption, eight or tens rods farther
north; and thence the little stream is conducted by a rude aqueduct of stone, over which an
arch is turned, where it pours its scanty waters into a sculptured marble trough, perhaps
once a sarcophagus. The Church is built over the sourc s the spot where, the Greeks

y, the Virgin was saluted by the Angel Gabriel. The aqueduct seems to have existed in
Pococke’s day. In the century before, travellers speak of a reservoir here, of which there
is now no trace. In summer the Fountain dries up, and water must be brought from a

distance.?

* Roberts’s Journal. 2 Biblical Researches, iii. 188.




CONVENT OF THE TERRA SANTA, NAZARETH.

Tms Convent belongs to the Latin monks, and is a strong and spacious building, or
rather collection of buildings, which, unlike the usual fate of the Convents in Palestine,
has been repaired and restored within the last twelve years. The Convent had been
originally built in 1620, on the site of a Church of remote antiquity. A century later,
it .lmd I;een, in some degree fortified, and by subsequent additions it now ranks as a
respectable place of defence, at least against native assaults.?

M. Lamartine, who visited the Convent in 1832, gives its description most in detail.
He arrived at the  high, yellow walls” at evening. A broad iron gate admitted him and
his attendants into an outer court. Some Neapolitan and Spanish monks, who were win-
nowing wheat for the Convent, conducted them into an immense corridor, into which the
cells of the monks and the chambers for the reception of strangers opened. In the morning
they were shown the Church and the general buildings of the Convent. Fifteen or twenty
Spr:nish monks resided in the Convent, occupied in attendance on its religious ceremonial,
and in receiving strangers. One of the brotherhood, whom they name the Incumbent of
Nazareth, is especially charged with the care of the Christian community in the town,
amounting to about two thousand persons, who, as well as the monks, generally enjoy the
full exercise of their religion.

A little Maronite Church, on the S.W. extremity of Nazareth, has been regarded by
recent travellers as marking the spot where the popular outrage was attempted against our
Lord. It stands under a precipice, where the hill breaks off in a perpendicular wall of
forty or fifty feet in height. The monks have been unsparing, and almost profane, in
giving names to the various localities. A small Church to the N.W. of the Convent is
asserted to be built where the “workshop of Joseph” stood. This was described by
Maundrell and Pococke as in ruins, but was found by Dr. Clarke restored, and perfectly
modern. To the west of this Church is a small arched building, which, we are told,
“stands on the ground of the Synagogue,” if it is not * the Synagogue itself,” where our
Lord applied the memorable prophecy of Isaiah to His own mighty mission.

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted ; to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind ; to set at liberty them that are bruised ; to
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” It has been conceived by some writers, that it
was His adoption of the prophecy in His own character which exasperated the people; but
this is an obvious error, for the adoption, ¢ This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears,”
was received with universal acknowledgment. “ And all bare him witness, and wondered
at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth.” It was only when He predicted
their rejection of Him, on the general ground of the jealousy and envy of human nature—

“No prophet is accepted in his own country”—that they instantly proceeded to give
demonstration to the truth of His words by the attempt to destroy Him,  and rose up, and
thrust him out of the city, and led him to the brow of the hill whereon their city was built,
that they might cast him down headlong.”s

! Roberts's Journal. * Lamartine’s Travels. ® Luke, iv. 18-29.
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The site of Nazareth itself is admirable; and m the days when the land was fully

pcopled, when property was comparatively secure, as it was under the Roman authori
and when men dwelt ¢ under their own vine and under their own ﬁg—trcc,” the valley of
Nazareth may have been one of the loveliest spots in Palestine,—a scene, whose luxuriance
and retirement, the expanse of the noble Lake of Tiberias, and the grandeur of the moun-
tain landscape, rendered it not unsuited to the earthly dwelling of our Lord. It is a
circular basin, encompassed by mountains. Richardson describes it, “as if fitteen moun-
tains met to form an enclosure for this delightful spot ; they rise round it, like the edge of
a shell, to guard it from intrusion. It is a rich and beautiful field in the midst of barren
hills; it abounds in fig-trees, small gardens, and hedges of the prickly pear; and the dense
rich grass affords an abundant pasture.” The village stands on the slope of the west side
of the valley; the Convent at the east end, on high ground. In the village there is but
one Mosque, which, however, forms a prominent feature in the View.

THE SHRINE OF THE ANNUNCIATION.

san the Church of the Annunciation, and entered by a few steps descending in the
rear of the High Altar, is a Grotto, with a marble Altar, lighted by silver lamps, the gifts
of princes, and which are kept continually burning. The Altar is pronounced to stand on
the exact spot where the Annunciation took place, according to the Latins, who establish
their true place by a miracle. In the Grotto are two pillars, said to have been erected by
the Empre: Helena, in consequence of a dream, in which the real places were rev ealed to
her, where the Virgin stood, and where the angel gave the Salutation. One of these
pillars has been broken, the act of a Turk, a Pasha, looking for treasure, who was instantly
punished with blindness for the desecration. But though the column is separated, about
eighteen inches from the ground, the upper portion is still erect, miraculously sustained, as
the Monks assert; but Dr. Clarke detected that the capital and shaft of g ite are
fastened to the roof of the Grotto; and, unluckily for the honest reputation of the pillar, he
observed also, that the portion which rested on the ground is not ¢ anite, but Cipolino
marble. However, the celebrity of those pillars is so widely extended, that devotees from
all parts of (ialilee rub themselves reverentially against them, and believe the act a remedy
for all diseases.

Tradition relates, that in this Grotto Mary lived, and over it, according to the same
authority, once stood the Holy House, which, when in danger of Mahometan spoliation, was
carried through the air by angels, in 1291, to Dalmatia, thence in 1294 to Recanati in
Ttaly, and finally, in 1295, was deposited at Loretto, where it is now so well known, as the
Santa Casa.! The Altar is raised under the half-natural, half-artificial, arch of the rock,
acainst which the Holy House was supposed to lean. Behind this arch are two dark
recesses, presumed to be primitive apartments. Why the Virgin should have lived under-

ground, is not accounted for by the tradition.

Quaresm. ii. 834,
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CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION.

Tur Church is a lofty nave, with three elevations. The highest is occupied by the Choir
of the monks ; the lmvver by the people ; and communicating with the Choir and the High
Altar is a handsome staircase. A door from the Choir opens into the Convent. The
Convent is rich in pictures and ornaments, in which the Church largely shares ; the
columns and whole interior of the building being also hung with damasked striped silk,
which gives it a glowing appearance. Burckhardt speaks of this Church as excelled in
Syria 11;113' by that of the Holy Sepulchre. < Finding the door of the Church open,” says
tIIc author of the Biblical Researches, “we went in: it was the hour of vespers, and the
chaunting of the monks, sustained by the mellow tones of the organ, which came upon us
lIn(‘XllOCfL‘(HL\', was solemn and affecting. The interior is small and plain, with massive
arches ; the hangi g of the walls produced a rich effect: the whole impression transported
me back to Italy. A barrier was laid across the floor, not far from the entrance, as a
warning not to advance farther.” A precaution, perhaps, adopted through fear of the
plague, which prevailed at the time.

It is, of course, not the province of these brief descriptions to discuss the conjectures of
rival monks on the subject of those localities. From the strong competition of the Greek
and Latin conventuals, it ﬁ'oqucml.\' arises that two spots are pointed out for the same
event, and the disputants refuse to be reconciled. Thus the Greeks have their established
scene of the Annunciation, but not on this spot. They allege that the Angel, not finding
the Virgin in her home, had followed her to the fountain, whither she had gone for water,
and there declared his divine ission,

“ And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
named Nazareth, to a virein espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David; and the virgin’s name Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said,
Hail, thou that art highly favoured ; the Lord is with thee : blessed art thou among
women.,”?

The most popularly honoured of all the relics of which Nazareth boasts, is the stone
named “the Table of our Lord.” This is a large flat slab of the common limestone
of the country, fixed in the ground, at which our Lord is presumed to have dined before
and r his resurrection, According to Hasselquist, it was formerly covered with

e nail-marks of which yet to be seen. A Chapel has been built over it,
and on the wall are copies of a Papal certificate, serting its claims to reverence, and
offering an indulgence of seven years “to all who shall visit this Holy place, reciting there,
at least, one Pater and one Ave.”  “There is not ays Dr. Clarke, “an object in Nazareth
so much the resort of pilgrims, Greek, Romish, A ab, and even Turk, as this stone, The
Greek and Latin pilgrims resorting to it from devotion, and the Arab and Turk to see the
wonders which it is presumed to work on the devotees,”2

* Travels in the Holy Land.




FOUNTAIN OF CANA.

Tue whole country of Galilee possesses a solemn interest from its connexion with the
earlier puriozls of our Lord’s human existence. The scene of his first miracle, and made
conspicuous by his frequent return, and frequent displays of power and benevolence, the
soil becomes eminently sacred, and the mind approaches its contemplation with the reverent
solicitude and grateful homage due to the birth-place of Christianity.

The Fountain in the Sketch is traditionally the same from which the water-pots in the
miracles were filled. The water is remarkably copious and pure; and as there is no other
fountain within a considerable distance, the inhabitants of the village regard its sacred
claim as beyond all question.

The large sculptured stone near the fountain is a Roman Sarcophagus, now used as 2
watering-trough for cattle, a purpose for which similar relics are frequently employed in
Palestine. At this Fountain the Christian pilgrims rest and taste the water, as a sanc-
tifying ceremonial previous to their entering Cana. The women of the village are
constantly seen here, in groups, bearing jars of the same material and same dimensions
with those described in Holy Scripture.!

But the claims of the existing Cana have been strongly disputed by late and learned

authority. It is contended, that the site of the village in which the miracle was performed,
is Kana-el-Jelil (Cana of Galilee), a ruin on the northern side of the Plain El-Buttauf';
N.1E. from Nazareth, and about three hours distance. The chief reasons are its unaltered
name, and its having been regarded as the true site by authorities altogether earlier than

those of its competitor, and traceable up to the sixth century.?

' Roberts's Journal. 2 Biblical Researches, iii, 208.




CANA.

Tae View is full of traditionary holiness. In the small Greek Church, at the foot of the
hill, is shown by the priest, as an invaluable relic (on the authority of tradition), “one of
the water-pots ” in which the water was changed into wine. For preservation, it is built
into the wall. The Church itself is pronounced to have been raised on the spot where the
marriage-feast was celebrated. The ruins of an adjacent house are regarded, on the same
authority, to be those of the dwelling of our Lord: the disciple Nathanael was a native of
Cana.!

The nature of the Miracle may allow of some elucidation here, narrow as are the limits
to which it must be confined. It seems to be implied in the narrative, that our Lord had
previously intended to give some evidence of his divine power on the occasion of the
marriace; and even that he had declared his intention. For his mother, on the first emer-

¢ the feast, the failure of wine, evidently suggests it to him, as the object of his

moment? Yet she could never have seen him work a miracle before. His answer confirms
the idea of a previous declaration ; for it is equivalent to the words, “In giving my evidence

f divine power, I must not be interfered with by human suggestion. The time on which

f g
I have determined for it has not yet come.” It is not unnatural to conceive, that Hz

then suffered some period to elapse; perhaps, until it was known among all the guests
the wine had been wholly consumed, and thus the deficiency distinctly felt and
ly acknowledged.
» extreme succinctness of the Gospel narratives in general renders them mere
nes, which, in all humility, we are entitled to fill up with the natural features of the
transaction.  His mother then alludes no further to the deficiency of the wine, or rather,
abandons the suggestion altogether; yet is still so fully convinced of his intention to give
some proof of his divine power, that she bids the servants,  Whatsoever he saith unto you,
do it.
Of course, the supreme Lord of Miracl ight have wrought a wonder of a wholly
fferent order, more stupendous in its effects, and, from its grandeur, more likely to spread
s name through all ranks of his nation. But the change of the water into wine bears the
ar characteristi h his union of the divine and human natures was distin-
It was a work of kindness as well as of power. It relieved the master of the
i 1 rplexing want, and it met that want with a sudden
i Kindness to his mother, too, may have
had vindicated the majesty of that great
> was not to be dependent on any personal
oothes and honours her in the presence of
before them all.

st as the scene of the primary mir

gallons), or more probably
continual ablutions of the Jews must

ons, which would be about the “zwo or three




are sufficiently obvious; though it may be presumption, in the highest intellect of man, to
assume that it knows all the reasons of any one miracle. The presence of our Lord at a
festivity, and that one of the most crowded and joyous of all the social festivities of
Palestine, instantly marked his Religion as wholly distinct from the frowning formalities
and ascetic superstitions of the Jewish sects. His giving the assemblage an unexpected,
and even a bounteous, increase of the proverbial means of enjoyment, was only an
additional pledge of his sympathy with the customary habits and harmless indulgences of
man. But his choice of a Marriage-feast as the commencement of his Mission may have
had a reference of a higher rank. The connexion of our Lord with his Church is repre-
sented, in both the Old and New Testament, under the figure of a Marriage. Hg is the
Bridegroom, His redeemed the Bride. The character of the Married State,—the sincere
confidence,—the perfect identity of object,—the intimate, pure, and permanent union, are
applied by Scripture to the sacred relation even in our world. How much more strongly
to that exalted and immortal condition in which «we shall see as we are seen,” and in
which ¢ the spirits of just men made perfect” go on “from glory to glory, as in the

presence of the Lord!”

TOWN OF TIBERIAS, LOOKING TOWARDS LEBANON.

Txs Artist conceives the columns in the foreground to mark the site of ancient baths, from
the hot springs still issuing round the ruins which lie on the shore of the Lake, about half
an hour’s walk south of the City. The whole way from the Town is marked by traces
and remains of the ancient City; several columns of grey granite, twelve or fifteen feet
long, lie together about half way to the baths. An old bathing house remains, and is still

used by the common people; but Ibrahim Pasha, in 1838, raised, at the distance of some

¢
rods from the site, a handsome edifice for public and private bathing, consisting of a la

circular avartment, covered with a dome, and having a marble pavement around
circular reservoir, to which steps descend. The roof is supported by columns. Many
doors lead into this apartment. At the period of the Artist’s visit, this bath was crowded

with pilgrims, who at this season were returning from Jerusale The building contai

private apartments for those who can afford to pay for them, which are well and oric ntally
furnished, and some have beautiful marble baths. Above the old bathing house is a large
reservoir,! into which the water is first received, and allowed to cool before it flows into
s 5
the bath ; this is necessary, for its temperature when it issues from the spring is 144° of
fahrenheit. There are four springs nearly together; the taste of the water is salt
bitter, like hot sea water, and 1t gives out a strong odour of sulphur.
Those waters are considered highly efficacious in rheumatic affections and del

are much resorted to from all parts of Syria. They are spoken of by Pliny,* and by
Josephus,?® and they were called Ammaus (W: In the Talmud, the springs are
mentioned as the ancient Hammath. The view of Tiberias and the L

backed as it is by the snowy summits of Lebanon, is s ¥

wood, though the vegetation is rank in grass, brambles, and low shrubs.

t Roberts’s Journal. 2 Hist. Nat. v. 15. 3 Joseph. Antiq.




THE SEA OF TIBERIAS, LOOKING TOWARDS BASHAN.

Tms Lake bears also the name of the Sea of Galilee, from the province; of Tiberias,
from the City; and of Gennesareth, from a tract of fertile land extending along its
western s]\nr:‘, from El-Medjel on the south, to Khan Minyeh on the north; its
length, according to Josephus, being thirty stadia, and its breadth twenty. It was
l'vukx:u'anc for the abundance and excellence of its fruits, and was famed for a
fertilising fountain, held by some to be a branch of the Nile, from its producing fish
resembling the Coracinus, found in the lakes round Alexandria. The fountain was

also called ,uplml'nxlmn, probably from the town,! so often mentioned in Scripture

as visited by our Lord.

On the sight of this Lake, De Lamartine says, in language which, though ambitious
and poetic, yet conveys the common feeling of mankind:—“1 had come to worship
on the very shores, on the very waves which had borne Hmy; on the hills where
He had m‘t. on the stones on which He had rested His head. He had a hundred
times walked on that beach which I now trod with reverential homage. His feet
had trodden the dust which was now under my own. He sailed in the barks of
the fishermen on the Sea of Galilee; He walked on its waves, stretching His hand
to the Apostle.”?

The Artist thus gives his personal mmpression of the scene :—* Passing tln'nugh
a beautiful country, in about five hours we came in sight of the Sea of Galilee,
embosomed in surrounding hills; far on the left lay Mount Hermon, covered with
snow; and on a nearer hill rests the City of Safed. Here, at a glance, lay before
us the scenes of our Saviow’s miracles; but the population and the boats have
disappeared.  Towards the west the River Jordan was seen flowing from the Lake
towards the Dead Sea, and below us lay the Town of Tiberias.”s

The author of the Biblical Researches thus describes the aspect of the Lake:—
“We reached the brow of the height above Tiberias, where a view of nearly the
whole Sea opened at once upon us. It was a moment of no little interest; for who
can look without interest upon that Lake on whose shores our Saviour lived so
long, and where He performed so many of His mighty works? Yet to me, I must

so long as we continued around the Lake, the attraction lay more in these
associations than in the scenery itself. The Lake presents, indeed, a beautiful sheet
of limpid water, in a deep, depressed basin, from which the shores rise, in general,
steeply and continuously all around, except where a ravine, or sometimes a deep
wady, occasionally interrupts them. The hills are rounded and tame, with little of
the picturesque in their form ; they are decked by no shrubs or forests, and even
the verdure of the grass and herbage, which, earlier in the season, might have given
them a pleasing aspect, wa already gone; they were now only naked and dreary.
One interesting object greeted our eyes,—a little boat with a white sail, gliding over
the waters: the only one, as we afterwards found, upon the Lake. The form of
its basin is not unlike an oval; but the regular and almost unbroken heights which

enclose it bear no comparison to the vivid and powerful effects which the wild and stern
? Travels. * Roberts’s Journal.
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magnificence of the mountamns produces around the Caldron of the Dead Sea. The
position of the Lake of Galilee, embosomed deep in the higher tracts of country, exposes it,

as a matter of course, in summer to gusts of wind, and in the winter to tempests. One
such storm is recorded during the course of our Lord’s ministry.”?

The dimensions of the Lake are variously stated by travellers, but the most
probable calculation makes it about 141 miles long, and from 6 to 9 miles wide.
Myriads of birds resort to its shores. Its water is cool and clear, and abounds
with fish, though, for want of boats, few are caught, and those are consequently
sold at a high price—the price of meat. To encourage and aid the inhabitants in
deep-lake fishing would be one of the greatest boons which could be conferred upon
them. On looking down upon the Lake, the course of the river, of which it is
only an enlargement, can be distinctly traced through its centre, by the smooth surface
produced by the current of “the River of the Prophets, and the River of the
Gospel "— the Jordan.

! Biblical Researches, iii. 252.

TIBERIAS.

Tars Sketch, in addition to the view of the City, gives, in the distance, crowning
a lofty hill, the City of Safed. The land is peculiarly liable to earthquakes; Safed
was fearfully visited in the middle of the last century (1759); but a still heavier
visitation befell it in 1837. On the first day of the year, a succession of the most
violent shocks rent the earth in many places, and almost instantly overthrew the
chief part of the dwellings. The loss of life was dreadful, though perhaps too largely
calculated at five thousand ; four-fifths of the sufferers were Je

Safed is venerated as one of the four holy cities of Judea; the others being
Jerusalem, Hebron, and Tiberias. Its prominent position led to its being fortified
at an early period. By some authorities it has been supposed to occupy the site
of Bethulia, and by others, that of Kitron, a city of Zebulon. But, nothing is
distinctly known of the City before the Crusades, when it afforded shelter to Baldwin IIT.
after his defeat at El-Hfileh, in 1157. Safed is, however, chiefly celebrated for
its Rabbinical school, one of the most distinguished among the Jews, and for many
centuries it has been thus regarded; but the period of its scholastic foundation is not
certain, it was probably long after the conquest by Bibars. Its palmy days were, however,
during the sixteenth century, when the most eminent of the Rabbins lived and taught
there; and at this early period (1578) it had an established printing-office, which,
even as late as 1833, still gave regular employment to a considerable numberr of
persons.? It has been supposed, that Safed was the «City set on a Hill,” to which
allusion is made in the Sermon on the Mount,?® and that the Hill itself was the

Mount of the Transfiguration.* But both suppositions are unsustained by evidence.

! Biblical Researches, iii. 318—338. 2 Roberts’s Journal.

2 Matt. v. 14. Maundrell, Apr. 19. 4 Biisching Erdbeschr. th.




THE LAKE OF TIBERIAS, LOOKING TOWARDS HERMON.

Tre ancient City of Tiberias, built by Herod Antipa.s, and nar.ned in honour of
his patron, the Emperor Tiberius, has long since perished. With the mixture of
violence and policy which characterised the Oriental governments,.Hel:od compelled
a population from the surrounding provinces to fill his City.; adox:ned it with structures,
of which the very fragments are stately; gave it peculiar privileges ; and buildiug
a palace which was one of the wonders of the land, declared Tiberias the capital
of Galilee.! The ruins in the Sketch are those of the modern City prostrated
by the earthquake.

The view commands various sites, memorable from their connexion with Scripture.
On the West coast lies El-Medgel, the site of Magdala, the City of Mary Magdalene;
Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida, once lay on the same coast; and in the vicinity,
more to the South, was the City of Tarichwa. On- the East coast was the scene
of the great miracle, the feeding of the four thousand ; and in the horizon is the
majestic Hermon, 10,000 feet above the Mediterranean.

The Rabbins held that the former City stood on the site of Rakkath, while
Jerome records a tradition that it was once Chinnereth;? but, leaving those laborious
triflings to their natural obscurity, it is evident that the original Tiberias occupied
a site farther to the north. There the ground is still strewed with fragments of
noble architecture,—baths, temples, and perhaps theatres; giving full proof of a Capital
raised with the lavish grandeur of a Herodian City. 1In the great, final war, which
extinguished Judah as a nation, and commenced the longest calamity of the most
illustrious and unhappy race of mankind, Tiberias escaped the general destruction.
Submitting to the authority of Vespasian, without waiting to be subdued by his
arms, the City retained its population, and, probably, its privileges. In the national
havoe, it even acquired the additional wealth and honours of a City of Refuge.
It had a coinage of its own, exhibiting the effigies of several of the Emperors,
down to Antoninus Pius. It appears to have peculiarly attracted Tmperial notice,
for Hadrian, though pressed with the cares of the Roman world, commenced the
rebuilding of a temple, or palace, which had been burnt in an insurrection.?

But the history of this beautiful City has a still higher claim on human recollection,
as the last retreat of Jewish literature. ~ On the fall of Jerusalem, and the final
expulsion of the Jews from the central province, the chief surviving portion of the
state, the rank, the wealth, and the learning, were suffered to take shelter within the
walls of Tiberias. In the second century, a Sanhedrim was formed there, and the
broken people made their last attempt to form a semblance of established government.*

The two great Hebraists, Buxtorf and Lightfoot, have given the history of the
School of Tiberias, more imeresting than the details of massacre, or the dcscriptiou of
ruins.  The protection of the City drew the principal scholars from the cells and
mountains where they had concealed themselves from the habitual severities of Rome,

! John, vi. 23 ; xxi. 1. Joseph. Antiq. xviii, 2, 3. Bell. Jud. ii. 9, 4.
* Josh. xix. 35. Hieron. Comm. in Ezech. xlviii. 21. * Epiphan. ad Haret, i, 12
* Lightfoot, Ap. ii. 141. Buxtorf, Tiberia:




Under the presidency of Rabbi Judah Hakkodesh the School flourished, and acquired
the acknowledged title of the Capital of Jewish learning. The first natural enterprise
of such a School was the collection of the ancient interpretations and traditions of the
Law; and those were embodied by Rabbi Judah in the Mishna (about A.n. 220).
In the third century, Rabbi Jochanan compiled the Gemara, a supplement to the
Mishna (about A.p. 270), now known as the Jerusalem Talmud. In the sixth century,
the Babylonian Jews also compiled a Gemara, named the Talmud of Babylon, now
more esteemed by the Jews. But the School of Tiberias is said also to have
produced the Masora, or Canon for preserving the purity of the text in the Old
Testament,—a labour whose value, however the subject of controversy, is admitted
to be incontrovertible.

The civil history of Tiberias is the common recapitulation of Eastern sieges and
slaughters. Fortified by Justinian, it fell successively into the hands of the Saracens,
the Crusaders, Saladin, the Syrians,! and the Turks. The French invasion brought
Tiberias into European notice once more (a.p. 1799). On their retreat it sank into
its old obscurity, and must wait another change, of good or evil fortune, to be
known.

! Niebuhr, Reisc. iii. Volney, Voy

THE TOMB OF JOSEPH AT SHECHEM.

Amoxg the relics associated with Biblical history at Nablous, the Tomb of Joseph

i
is an object of great veneration. The Artist describes it as standing nearly in the

centre of a small inclosure, at the eastern entrance to the valley which lies 1
the Mounts Gerizim and Ebal, and not far from the ruins of the early Ch
Church now covering the Well of Jacob. The Tomb is plain, and plastered over,
with a small recess at the foot, in which he observed that some small lamps were
placed, probably by pious Jews, by whom also the walls were covered with writing
in the Hebrew character. The people hold this spot in deep reverence. At the
head and foot of the Tomb are two rude altars, which the guides pointed out
the Tombs of Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of Joseph.!

Joseph died in the faith, that the Land of Canaan was to be the inherit
of his people. And, on his death-bed, he directed the children of Israel
up his bones” from Egypt; “and they embalmed him, and he was put in a
in Egypt. « And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out
of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jac bought of
the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, for an hundred piece
it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph.”3

The reverence with which the resting-place of the great protector of his people
has been so long regarded, leaves but little doubt of its actual identity. i
now, and has been for ag pointed out as the spot of his sepulture; and in

belief in the tradition, Jews and Samaritans, Christians and Mahommedans, agree.*

1 Roberts’s Journal. * Qen. L 26. 3 Joshua, xxiv. 32. 4 Heb, xi, 22. Acts vii. 16,




JACOB'S WELL AT SHECHEM.

Tas most memorable Well is universally honoured by the Jews and Samaritans as the
Well of Jacob, and by the Christians as the Bir-es-Samiriyeh (the Well of the Samaritan
Woman). The cnn'.liuxiun of its identity with the latter alone could have prompted the
zeal of the early Christians to build a Church over it, but which is now to be scarcely
distinguished in’ir" heap of ruins. The broken shafts of some granite columns, half buried
in the soil, mark where their zeal and devotion had acknowledged the truth of the tradition
in favour of this W for, two other fountains, within three or four hundred yards, might
have disputed the interest, and the honour of being the historic Well; but, as in the
case already shown, of the Tomb of Joseph, which lies in the inclosure seen in this view, all
aoree as m‘\\];i«h is the true object of reverence. The Church is supposed to have been
built in the fourth century, “though not by Helena, as reported in modern times; for

33, the Well, but not the

Eusebius and the Bordeaux Pilgrim mention, as early as A.p.
Church.” It is, however, spoken of by writers of the fifth and sixth centuries. At present
only the broken columns of the scattered ruins mark that such a structure existed there.!
‘“v\lri\i\\ﬂl enters, with his usual intelligence, into the investigation of the subject: he
s,— “ Before the days of Eusebius, there seems to be no historical testimony to the
identity of the Well with that which our Saviour visited, and the proof must therefore rest,
so far as it can be made out at all, on circumstantial evidence. I am not aware of anything
in the nature of the case, that goes to contradict the common tradition; but on the other
hand, I see much in the circumstances, tending to confirm the supposition, that this is
actually the spot where our Lord held his conversation with the Samaritan woman. Jesus
was journeying from Jerusalem to Galilee, and rested at the well, while ¢his disciples were
gone away into the city to buy meat.”* The well, therefore, lay apparently before the city,
1

and at some distance from it. In passing o astern plain, our Lord had halted at

the well, and sent his disciples to the city, situated in the narrow valley, intending, on their
return, to proceed along the plain on his way to Galilee, without entering the city. All
I exactly with the present character of the ground. The well, too, was
Jacob’s Well, of high antiq ; a known and venerated spot, which, after having lived for
not be likely to be forgotten in the two and a half centuries,

St. John a lusebius, I think we may thus rest with confidence in

is Jacob’s Well, and here the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his

he Saviour, wearied with his journey, sat upon the well, and taught

those great truths, whi 1ave broken down the separating wall

¢ God is a Spi iey that worship him, must worship

irit and in truth’ Here, too, as the people flocked to him from the city to hear
i his disciples to the waving?® fields which decked the noble plain around,

2 John, iv. 3—
» crop, wants the Author’s habitual
cen the physical nakedness of the field
ch %is eye saw ripening.




exclaimmg, ¢ Say not ye, There are four months, and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white already to harvest !’
We returned to our tent, wearied indeed in body, but refreshed in spirit, as we read anew,
and in the midst of the very scenes, the account of our Saviowr’s visit and sublime
teaching. ”*

1 Diblical Researches, iii. 108—10.

ENTRANCE TO NABLOUS.

Tz Shechem of the Old Testament, and Sychar of the New, once the capital of Samaria,
was a city of very high antiquity, and eminent renown. Few in the Holy Land are so
beautifully situated. Nablous, its present name, is derived from the Romans, who

established themselves here, rebuilt the city, and gave to it the title of Neapolis (New

City). It is approached through long avenues of ancient olive-trees.! It lies in a narrow
valley, between Mount Ebal on the north, and Mount Gerizim on the south, or right hand
of the View. The actual width of the valley in which Nablous? is situated is only about
five hundred yards, between the bases of the mountains. The City is long and narrow ;
the houses are high, and generally well built, with domes upon the roofs, as at Jerusalem.
Tt is situated at the summit of the valley, so that the waters nearly on its crest flow off in
different directions; on the eastern side into the plain, and to the Jordan ; on the western,
the waters of some of its fountains flow down the valley towards the Mediterranean. The
mountains rise boldly on either side, with a general character of sterility, which is more
marked in Mount Ebal. But this only increases the effect of the beauty and fertility of the
valley, as Nablous appears embosomed in gardens and groves of fig mulberry, and other
fruit trees. Robinson says, that as he and his companion approached it, “a scene of
Juxuriant and almost unparalleled verdure burst upon our view. The whole valley was
filled with gardens of vegetables, and orchards of all kinds of fruits, watered by several
fountains, which burst forth in various parts, and flow westw ards in refreshing streams.
It came upon us suddenly, like a scene of enchantment. We saw nothing to compare with
it in all Palestine.”3
! Roberts’s Journal. 2 According to Abulfeda, the more correct name is Nabulus.
3 Biblical Researches, iii. 96.
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NABLOUS, ANCIENT SHECHEM.

Tuis View of one of the oldest and most interesting cities in Palestine is taken from
the western entrance of the valley in which it stands. The bright and copious stream
which is seen passing under the bridge irrigates the valley, and produces the remarkable
fertility of a spot, in which the olive, fig, mulberry, palm, pomegranate, orange, and
('irl‘\)uyﬂ\mri\t]l, and which shelters numberless nightingales ; above it rises Mount Gerizim,
the sacred hill of the Samaritans, the whole forming a scene of striking beauty. Nablous
contains some fine fragments of its former grandeur. Near the centre of the City are
several porphyry columns of large dimensions;* but neither those, nor the beauty of its
site, are, in general, the chief objects of attraction to the traveller: the history of Nablous,
as associated with the old and New Testaments, constitutes its more natural and powerful
interest. Here Abraham came “unto the place of Shechem, unto the oaks of Moreh.”s
Here was the scene of the revenge taken by Simeon and Levi. Here was the ¢ parcel
of ground” bought by Jacob, and given as an inheritance to Joseph. Here the twelve
mn; of Jacob were buried; and though only the Well of Jacob (the Well of the woman of
Samaria) and the Tomb of Joseph are pointed out, tradition relates that Eleazer, the
son of Aaron, and Joshua, the chief of his people, were also buried here. Here Joshua
carried into effect the command of Moses,® when six of the tribes stood over against
Gerizim, to bless the people who obeyed the law, and six against Mount Ebal, to
curse the disobedient, when Joshua read aloud the whole of the law. The situation
was singularly suited to the event, for a voice from either side might, on a calm day, be
distinctly heard by the people assembled. Here, in the midst of the valley, was placed
k of the Covenant, surrounded by the priests and elders, and the officers, with
1, bearing the banners of their tribes,—a national spectacle of sacred magnifi-
Here, from Mount Gerizim, Jotham’s fine parable against Abimelech was
uttered.4 Here all Israel came to make Rehoboam king. Here the tribes rebelled,
and the City became for a time the royal residence of Jeroboam.

After the fall of the Ten Tribes, Shechem was chiefly known as the principal city
of the people who took the name of Samaritans, but who were Babylonians and others,
gathered by Shalmaneser in the first instance, and afterwards by Ezarhaddon, to colonize
the land. The de population of the country had exposed it to the ravages of wild beasts;
and the new colonists, being molested with lions, and regarding this calamity as the result

: applied to the yrian monarch, for one of the Jewish priests “to teach
them the manner of the God of the land.” A priest was sent accordingly, but they
mingled their original idolatry with the true worship; and, though they received the
Pentateuch, were rejected from all communion with the Jews. The refusal of the Jews
to allow the Samaritans to assist them in rebuilding the Temple at Jerusalem increased
the national hatred. The Samaritans, in defiance, then raised a Temple on Mount
Gerizim, and Shechem became the religious metropolis of Samaria. The hatred of the

1 Roberts’s Journal, # Gen. xii. 6. * Deut il xxviil. Josh. viii. 30—35.

* The height of Gerizim is about 2500 French feet above the sea, or nearly that of the Mount of
18 is 1751 French feet above the sea. Gerizim and Ebal rise in steep, rocky precipices ;
d, from the valley, are about 800 in height. Schubert, Reise. Bibl. Res. iii. 96. Judges, ix. 7.
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two nations rose at length to such a height, in their contests for the superior sanctity of
their respective temples, as to lead to the destruction of that on Gerizim (129 B.c.). Yet
the worship continued, for coins of Neapolis are extant, on which Mount Gerizim, with
its temple (probably rebuilt), are represented as the symbol of the City.

The Samaritans are now reduced to a few hundred persons, who continue in the creed
of their fathers; and on the days of the Passover, and other feasts of their religion,
ascend Gerizim and worship God upon “the mountain,” where, on the site of their
ancient Teml;le, they make their sacrifices “as of old.” They pretend to possess at
Nablous one of the most ancient copies of the Pentateuch.! As a sect, the Samaritans
are now greatly reduced ; and a few small communities exist only here, and in Cairo, Gaza,
and Damascus.

1 The Samaritan priest displays this MS. to travellers, and pronounces it to be 3460 years old, the
work of Abishua, the son of Phinehas. It is, however, conjectured to be modern. Bibl. Res.

RUINS OF THE CHURCH OF SAINT JOHN, SEBA

Ox approaching from the West the ruins of the ancient City of Samaria, now the villag
of Sebaste, the most conspicuous object is formed by the ruins of the Church of Saint

John the Baptist, which overhang the steep declivity below the village of Sebaste. This
Church was built on the spot where tradition holds, that this “more than prophet,” the
herald of our Lord, was imprisoned, martyred, and buried.!

The alcove for the Altar, occupying the greater part of the eastern end, which thus
assumes a rounded form, is an imposing piece of mixed architecture, the Greek style
predominating ; the arches of the windows are round; and the whole alcove is highly
ornamented, especially on the outside. But the upper arches on the inside of the alcove
are pointed, as are also the great arches in the body of the Church. The latter rest on
columns of no defined order; the capitals, though Corinthian in shape and size, being
decorated with resemblances to the trunk of the palm-tree.

The walls are still entire to a considerable height, and the length of the Church is
one hundred and fifty feet (besides a porch of ten feet), the width seventy-five feet;
the windows are high up and narrow, with the pointed arches and y ornaments
peculiar to the early Norman,? and blocks carved with grotesque heads ¢
seems to have been, at one period, fitted for military defence. The general architecture
precludes the supposition that it is older than the time of the Crusades, though its
substructure and its eastern end might have had an earlier date.® Popular tradition
attributes this, as it does so many other Christian Churches in Palestine, to the Empress
Helena; it is much more probable that it was erected by the Knights of St. John,
whose numerous crosses mark their reverence for the patron saint of their celebrated
order. In the midst now stands the tomb of a Sheikh!

1 According to Josephus, the Baptist was beheaded in the Castle of ) 18, on the east of the

Dead Sea, near which it may be presumed that he was buried. Antic

2 Roberts’s Journal. n 3 Biblical Researches iii. 141.




SEBASTE, ANCIENT SAMARIA.

Tae first aspect of this Village, the relique of the City, is singularly impressive. ¢ It
is difficult to conceive,” says the Artist, “any place surpassing this in the beauty of
its position, or any spot more commanding in situation than that of the ancient Capital

of Samaria, standing as it does in the most fertile portion of Judea, and enriched by
the taste and wealth of the most superb of all its governors, Herod. I never was
more delighted, than when slowly winding round the brow of a hill it first burst upon
me, bathed in the brightness of an eastern sunset. If, desolate as it is, the ruins of
this city could thus strike the eye, what must its effect have been when its sides and
summit were covered with the temples and palaces of Herod!”t

A lofty promontory, advancing boldly into the midst of a broad and beautitul
plain; a fertile basin, surrounded by a circle of noble hills, marked the natural position
for a Metropolis. It was founded by Omri, King of Israel, the father of Ahab, about
the year 925 B.c.; the hill on which it was built being bought by him of Shemer,
from whom its name of Samaria is derived.? From this period the Kings of Israel
abandoned their former metropolis Shechem, and Samaria became their political capital.
In history, the city is often confounded with the country.

The vast ruins which now exist at Sebaste are chiefly those of the Palace of Herod.
The most remarkable are those of a Colonnade, which has been traced to the extent
of 3000 feet. In the western part, above sixty of these columns are still erect, and
many more are partly buried, and partly strewn around. These columns are sixteen
feet high, and two feet in diameter at their bases. Robinson says, that he could discover
no trace of their capitals; the Artist, however, found one, which was Corinthian.
There is scarcely a doubt that this vast colonnade was the work of Herod, who enriched
Samaria with splendid edifices; but its purpose is unknown, and those columns now
stand in the midst of ploughed fields, *the skeleton, as it were, of departed glory.”?

Samaria continued during two centuries to be the chief city of the ten tribes (until
the Captivity, B.c. 720), and during the whole period it was the seat of idolatry. The
great prophets, Elijah and Elisha, gave sacred distinction to its history ; and the
tombs of Elisha and of Obadiah the prophet are said to have formerly existed here.
The original Samaria was taken and razed to the ground by John Hyrcanus. But
it must have been soon rebuilt, for Pompey restored it to its former inhabitants ; and
when Augustus gave the country to Herod the Great, Samaria was renewed by that
superb monarch with extraordinary magnificence. Its name was then changed to Sebaste,

! Roberts’s Journal, ? 1 Kings, xvi. 24.
* Biblical Researches, iii, 145, * Now called by the Arabs Sebustieh.
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BETHLEHEND

\ |/ E now enter on that portion of our Volume which traces the early steps of

Christianity ; and we approach it with a reverence due to the most solemn
transaction of the world.

Religion is the key of History; and the more closely we investigate the course
of Providence, the more distinctly shall we comprehend the course of man. The
three great Revelations, the Patriarchal, the Jewish, and the Christian, will be found
to have been adapted to the three great periods of Society, and to have been adapted
with a foresight and a completeness, which argue their origin Divine. In each instance,
the Religion long preceded the period, a proof that it was not the work of human
necessities; and the Period was always the subject of both Prophecy and Miracle,
a proof that it was also the operation of the will of Heaven.

The first stage of human society after the Dispersion of the descendants of Noah
was Clanship; an existence by small tribes, widely separated, and roving over the
wastes of the world. That this form of society was by a Divine ordinance is evident,
from the prophetic name of the Patri: ch, Prree (Dispersion), in whose time this
extraordinary change was to be effec ted; and from the miracle expressly wrought to
counteract the establishment of an Empire at Babel; that miracle, too, ]1;x\‘i|;g the
object of even increasine the dispersion, by breaking up the universal language. i The
Religion had been given five hundred years before, by the Covenant with Noah,
itself only a renewal of the Religion given at the gates of Paradise;

: its simple tenets
being, the Existence of a God, the Sin of Man, and the hope of

Redeemer; its
simple ritual being Sacrifice, and its only priest the father of the family.

! A Religion
whose simplicity, v

t contained all the essential truths of Revelation, was obviously
suited to the narrow means and rude capacities of wanderers through the wilderness of
the globe.

) p ther ) pn] > -

But another Period was to come, when a new and stimulant was to be
given to the progress of mankind, by a new system of Society. The scattered clans
were to be gathered into condensed masses.  Government was to begin; and the
passions, powers and enjoyments of mankind, were to be moulded, excited, and elevated
by the force, the ,, and the e of y i i ivili
) 5 ar, and the splendour of the Sceptre. In this period, the civilized

world was to be place der four successive great Sovereionti i i
placed under four successive great Sovereignties: and the singularity

BETHLEHEM.

of this system was, that, unlike the perpetual competitorships of later kingdoms, each
was to l;e, for its time, wholly without a rival, the supreme governor and guardian
of civilized mankind. That this period was equally the work of the Divine will is
pro\'cd, as in the former instance, by both miracle and prophecy; the miraculous
vision of Nebuchadnezzar revealing the existence of the four successive and only Empires ;
and the prophecies of Daniel giving the detail of their origin, their objects, and their
dissolution. To meet this period, a Religion had also been prepared, nearly five hundred
years before—the Mosaic Covenant. For, although the Religion of the Jews was
local in its ordinances, it was universal in its principles: and although expressly devised
to keep the Jew separate from the profanations of the Heathen, yet in the < proselytes
of the gate” it at once provided for the reception of the Gentile, and dispensed with
those o;'din:m(‘cs which were dependent on locality. But the code of Judea, besides
the purest Religion, exhibited to the surrounding nations an example of the purest
government. In all conditions of mankind, the two chief elements of public happiness
;;1'9 the Supremacy of Law, and the Security of Property. In the Jewish constitution,
the Heathen saw those two elements placed in the highest point of view; a Law
superior to all human change, and binding king and people; and a AMH.\'MI”]} of
property equally beyond tne caprice of man. May it not have been with the direct
purpose of impressing this example on mankind, that the Jewish kingdom was constantly
connected with the four successive Empires: the lesson running parallel with them all,
Judah surviving the three Eastern; and perishing only when the “Period of Empire”
was to fall with Rome.

But a third Period was to come, of a totally different character from either of
the past, and employing a totally different species of action. In this Period, which
is our own, mankind was to be governed by separate and contemporaneous Sove nties ;
thus constituting a rivalry of states, that rivalry compelling nations to cultivate the
peculiar means of power, and that cultivation, obviously tending ing into the
fullest activity all the variety and vigour of individual character.
was the subject of miracle and prophecy. In the vision of the King of Babylon,
the division of the Western Empire into ten Sovereignties was distinctly shown a
thousand years before its fulfilment: the prophecies of our Lord, and the Apocalypse,
splendidly and unanswerably filling up that astonishing development of Providence.
It is clear, that whatever may be the other high purposes of Christianity, one
to provide a new Religion for this new period. Its whole texture was
intended for a more advanced time than the era of Governments acting solely by
the pressure of irresponsible power. Its constant appeals to the c
man, its demands on the exercise of personal judgment, declarations of tl
accountability, and its promises of future glory to all orders of men alike, in propc
to the performance of their duty here; contain at once all the essentials of
freedom, and all the loftier excitements which can awake the human mind
most vivid exertions of its talents and virtues. This Religion too was given
five hundred years before the time for which it was especially designed, tl

European Kingdoms.




o BETHLEHEM.

In the few lines to which we are limited in these pages, allusion only can he
made to its palpable effect, in creating a series of questions of the highest importance
to mankind, yet which had never occurred before—the education of the people, the
improvement of their condition, the general elevation of their habits, and the relief
of their necessities under the various circumstances of human suffering. We even
find all those objects contemplated from the earliest announcement of Christianity.
The first declaration of our Lord was, that He came to heal the spiritual and physical
maladies of the multitude, commencing by that most direct and comprehensive of all
mercies—the preaching of the Gospel to the poor.! His whole career was an
exemplification of this announcement; from day to day, He alike healed disease and
preached the Gospel ; often among the outcasts, always among the multitude. Even
in the awful hour of the Crucifixion, as if to prove the inexhaustible spirit of a
mission which reached from the highest glory of Heaven to the lowest depths of
human nature; He bore with Him a repentant criminal to Paradise.

It is admitted, that Christianity has not hitherto accomplished all its purposes ;
that a large portion of the world still lies under despotism, and a larger still under
barbarian ignorance. ~ Yet we are to remember, that Christianity appeals only to
the heart and understanding; that it makes no use of physical power; that it disdains
all attempts to allure the passions or dazzle the senses; and that against it is
arrayed the whole active and interested corruption of man. Still, it is beyond all
denial, that in proportion as Christianity has been acknowledged, the whole condition
of society has advanced; that Law has obtained higher influence; property has been

rendered more secure; Science has stretched a more vigorous flight; the general

mind become more intelligent; subordination been less slavish and authority at once
more lenient and more limited. The Gospel, even now, draws the circle of light
and darkness; Christendom is the intellectual portion of the world. But still higher
results may be awaiting mankind. The future can be only matter of hope. But
there are illustrious intimations in the Scriptures that the progress of good shall not
continue thus tardy beyond a certain time. Of the three great forms of human
Society—Clanship, Empire, and Kingdoms, the last is probably drawing to its close.
Prophecy announces one form to come; but it is still wrapt in clouds. The Atonement
must for ever shine as the leading glory of the Christian triumph; but who shall
say, that splendours beyond all existing conceptions may not yet follow in its train,
scatter the darkness and guilt of the Fall, and more than reinstate the original
grandeur of the race of man?

! Luke, iv. 18.
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in gratlturle to his Imperial patron. Tlerod filled it with a colony of six thousand
veterans, made it a powerful fortress, and surrounded it with a strong wall, twenty

stadia in circuit reserving in its midst a Sacred place,” in which he raised a temple

in Tonour of Augustus! famed for its architecture. Such appears to have been the
Samaria of the New Testament, in which Philip preached the gospel, and where a
church was formed by the Apostles.

Samaria early became an Episcopal city. Its Bishop, Marius, or Marinus, attended
the Council of Nice (A.D. 325). The histery of the Crusades adds little to that of
Sebaste. It had a Latin Bishop in 1155. Saladin passed through it in 1184, on
his retreat from Kerak. In the Middle Ages it was scarcely mentioned more than
as an important place, from its sitnation, well watered, and abounding in gardens,
olive-groves, and vineyards. Tt still contains a few Greek Christians: and a titular
Bishop of Sebaste resides in the Greek Convent at Jerusalem.

ENCAMPMENT OF THE PILGRIMS AT JERICHO.

Ar Easter the neighbourhood of Jericho is frequented by Pilgrims, who come to
purify themselves in the River Jordan. 3ut the land retains its ancient character
for lawlessness, and the devotees are escorted by a strong military force under the
direction of the Governor of Jerusalem.

The principal object in the Engraving is the tent of the Governor, Achmet Aga,
who invited the Artist to accompany him to the Jordan (April, 1839). The scene
at this juncture was strikingly Oriental. 'I'he numerous tents, the Pilgrims of all
costumes and various countries, occupied in their preparations for the night; the
officers of the escort galloping in all directions, some amusing themselves with throwing
the djerrid, and others with firing at marks, at full speed; groups of men, women,
and children, some at rest, scme in sport, and some in prayer, and the whole illuminated
by a sunset of remarkable vividness, which not merely enlightened the plain, but
covered the distant mountains with golden and purple fire; formed a coup @il of

singular and characteristic animation.!

! Roberts’s Journal.




DESCENT TO THE VALLEY OF THE JORDAN.

Tus View is taken from the highway leading from Jerusalem through Jericho, and
forming a part of the road, or system of roads, by which Jerusalem was connected
with the countries on the Euphrates, and thence with Persia and India. The pass
is singularly difficult, and still inherits its evil name as a place of robbers. In this
scene of the Parable of the Good Samaritan, no stranger ventures without an escort.
But its variety and boldness strongly attract the eye. ¢ The view,” says the Artist,
“when we CI]ulCl“_de from the rocky hills, was one not to be forgotten. The Valley
of the Jordan la;' stretched beneath our feet, in all the beauty of an Eastern evening,
The Dead Sea, the silvery line of the rapid Jordan just visible, the gay colours of
the pilgrim encampment glittering in the last rays of the setting sun, were fitter for
the poet than the painter. The pencil must fail to realise it. On the whole line of
road were Arab and Bedouin lancers.”t

Lamartine describes the journey, beginning from Bethany, as singularly toilsome
and melancholy. ~ Neither houses nor cultivation, mountains without a shrub, immense
rocks split by time, and pinnacles tinged with colours like those of an extinguished volcano.
“From the summit of these hills, as far as the eye can reach, we see only black
chains, conical or broken peaks, a boundless labyrinth of passes rent through the
mountains, and those ravines lying in perfect and perpetual stillness, without a stream,
without a wild animal, without even a flower; the reliques of a convulsed land,
with waves of stone.” He had still another ridge to cross, and on passing it the
escort fired their muskets in token of Joy2

A large portion of the Valley of the Jordan has been from the earliest time
almost a desert.® But in the northern part of the Ghor, the great number of rivulets
which descend from the mountains on both sides produce in many piaces a luxuriant
growth of wild herbage.* So, too, in the southern part, where similar rivulets exist,
as around Jericho, there is even an exuberant fertility 5 but those rivulets seldom
reach the Jordan, and have no effect on the middle of the Ghor.  The mountains on
each side are rugged and desolate; the western cliffs overhanging the Valley at
elevation of 1000 or 1200 feet, while the eastern mountains fall back in ranges
from 2000 to 2500.

But the Valley of the Jordan, wild: as it is, comes honoured and hallowed to the
heart by events of the noblest historical and religious memory.  As the great barrier

to Palestine, here was the miraculous passage of the Israelites, and the wondrous baptism

of Israel.  On this scene, too, was that second similar purification of the people

! Roberts’s Journal. * Travels in the East.

# Josephus, B. J. vii, 10, * Jerom. Com. in Zech. xi. 9.







consummated in the presence of “Hnt whom the heaven and the heaven of heavens
cannot contain,” when HE came to be baptized in the waters of the River, when the
Holy Spirit visibly descended upon Him, and the voice of the Eternal Majesty
proclaimed to the multitude, and to mankind, Tais 1s My BELOVED SoN, IN wmox I
AM WELL PLEASED.!

! Matt, iii, 17.

THE IMMERSION OF THE PILGRIMS.

In this View Achmet Aga, the Governor of Jerusalem, with a part of his Arab guard
£ s B g 4

occupy the foreground. The River Jordan flows so deeply beneath its banks, that
in crossing the plain from Jericho it is unseen. The stream runs about fifty feet below
the level of the soil. This sinking is so remarkable, that it has long exercised the
conjectures of ingenious men. The Artist thinks that it may have had some connexion
with the catastrophe of the “ Cities of the Plain,” and the formation of the Dead
Sea. It would undoubtedly elucidate in some degree that most memorable event,
if we should be able to follow the original channel to the Gulph of Akaba.

His narrative gives a striking impression of the actual scene:—As we approached
the brink of the River, a general rush took place, and the women broke into the
shrill cry of joy so often heard in Egypt. Even the camels, though heavily loaded,
could scarcely be restrained. The Governor’s carpets were spread on a high bank
close to the River, where we could command a view of the entire scene; the military
band and colours were brought round him, and seats were assigned to our party.

“QOne of the achievements is, to be the first to plunge into the stream; and on
this occasion, a young Greek was swept away by the rapid current, and unfortunately
drowned before our eyes. Young and old, male and female, were soon in the stream,
in one promiscuous mass, some of them in imminent danger of being drowned. One
of their superstitions is to put on slight dresses, which are to be preserved for their
burial. This extraordinary display lasted about two hours, when the whole returned.
the Governor now bringing up the rear.”?

! Roberts's Journal.




JERICHO.

Tae ancient Jericho has wholly disappeared, with the exception of some foundations
of the external walls. The modern, which bears the Arab name of Eriha, is a miserable
village, with a Saracenic tower, entitled the Castle, in its centre. The houses are ruins,
formed of ruins, and generally surrounded with a thorny hedge, within which the cattle
are brought at night, thus increasing the squalidness of the sceme. The population
amount to about two hundred souls. Yet it stands in a plain capable of the highest
fertility, once the famous soil of the palm, the vine, the balsam-tree, and almost every

other rich product of the earth.

The climate of Jericho is excessively hot, and especially unhealthy for strangers,
In traversing the short distance between Jerusalem and Jericho, the traveller passes
from a pure and temperate atmosphere into the sultry heat of an Egyptian climate. Nor
is this surprising, when it is considered that the caldron of the Dead Sea and the Valley
of the Jordan lie several hundred feet below the level of the ocean, and nearly three
thousand feet lower than Jerusalem.?

To the left of the Castle are the ruins of a Christian Church, on the walls of which
may still be seen some very good Greek paintings. The dark tents of a party of
Bedouins occupy the foreground; the cattle are enclosed in the centre of the circle
during the night for protection. The more extensive encampment of the pilgrims lay
behind the sand-hills, at some distance from the Castle.

The Artist’s description of this scene and its accompaniments brings the whole
clearly and gracefully before the eye.

“ Our encampment was soon buried in sleep as the night came on, though occasionally
I caught sounds of the song and the dance, either from the tents of the pilgrims or our
Arab guard. The night was one of the most beautiful which T had seen even in that
country, and the moon was reflected in all its brightness on the silent waters of the
Deads Seatail S

“I lay down, with my tent-door open, watching the lights glittering from tent to
tent, and wondering at the combination of creeds gathered together, to visit scenes so dear
to the memory of the Christian. Many were from the most distant parts of the Russian
Empire, and near me sat a black group of Abyssinians in their blue turbans. . . .

 Before two in the morning, the whole host were roused ; and at three, a gun gave
the signal that the Governor w as on horseback, and had moved forward. We followed,
and overtook him. Lights were carried before the Governor. The moon was casually
obscured by heavy clouds; but its light now and then burst upon the long cavalcade,
seen as far as the eye could reach. We moved on in silence, and the heavy tread
of the dense mass was the only sound that broke the stillness of the Desert, Day at

last began to daw n, and the scene became only more interesting,”*

al Researches, ii. 282, * Roberts’s Journal,




THE DEAD SEA.

Tue Dead Sea lies in a deep Caldron, surrounded by cliffs of limestone rock, utterly
naked, the whole giving the strongest look of sterility. The surrounding region too is
a naked desert; it has an Egyptian climate, and from its exposure for seven or eight
months of the year to the full power of the sun, it is obviously condemned to hopeless
aridity.? The height of the surrounding cliffs so generally screens the Lake from the
wind that it but seldom loses its smoothness of surface. Yet, though the utter solitude
of its shores, especially in connexion with the history of the buried Cities, impresses

the spectator with the idea that he is looking upon a mighty Sepulchre, the immediate

aspect of the waters is bright and even sparkling ; they lie like a vast mirror, reflecting

with almost undiminished lustre every colour and radiance of the bright sky above.
Flocks of birds too, with their flight, and even with their songs, enliven the scene: yet
under every aspect, it impresses the mind with a sense of the mysterious and monumental.

The View is taken from one of the hills of Engedi, immediately above the Convent
of St. Saba, and looking down on the « Valley of Fire,” through which the Kidron

winds. 2

! Biblical Researches, i.219. ? Roberts’s Journal.




MAR SABA.

Tue Convent of St. Saba is about four leagues to the south-east of Jerusalem. The
surrounding country is desert. The road from the City leads over a succession of yellow
and bald hills, at a distance resembling mountains of sand, and the valleys are in general
mere collections of the stony wrecks of those hills. Bird, beast, and man, equally shun
this arid region, and the only living things seen there are an occasional tribe of Bedouins,
who make as short a stay as possible. Their black encampments even contribute to the
general melancholy of the scene.?

The immediate approach to the Convent is striking. ¢ It was night,” says one of its
describers, ““when after having descended into the bed of a ravine, where the Kidron
passes to the Dead Sea, and arriving at the foot of the Mountains of St. Saba, we saw
the Convent above us, by the uncertain light of the moon. It looked a lofty and
colossal structure, rising in stories or terraces, one above another, against the sides of
the mountain to its summit, and there crowned with towers. We ascended flights
of steps, climbed up a ladder, crept through a small door only large enough to admit
one at a time, and found ourselves in an antechamber, surrounded by above a hundred
Greek pilgrims.

“The next morning my first step was to the principal tower, which commands a
view of the whole Convent. All round, and particularly in the mountain opposite,
were ranges of grottoes, once the residence of anchorites. . . .« . It was a fortunate
moment for the picturesque of the scene. It was Passion Week, and the concourse
of pilgrims was considerable. An old white-bearded monk, leaning on his staff, was
toiling up the side of the hill, leading a long procession of devotees. Below, apparently
growing out of the rock, was a large palm-tree, said to be planted by the hands of the
saint in the fourth centur Half-way down the slope was a cemetery.”®

History, and probably legend, contributed its share to the offect. In a Chapel, behind
an iron grating, in one of the grottoes, was a pile of skulls. The tradition of the Convent
said they were those of hermits, who, to the amount of several thousands, had been
slaughtered by the Osmanlis.*

Monasteries in every part of Europe have been generally built in picturesque situations,
as was natural when the founders had their choice of ground. But in the East security
necessarily became a principal object; and in the midst of a lawless population, whether
under settled government, or the mere wanderers of the wilderness, the Monks were
compelled to build their houses as strongholds, and their strongholds among rocks.
The Monastery of St. Saba looks down upon a succession of precipices and defiles. In

older times it might stand a siege, and even now would be nearly impregnable to the

! Correspondence d’Oricnt. * Stephens’s Incidents of Travel. 3 Carne’s Letters.
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rude tactics of a native force. The entrance-doors are low, narrow, and formed of iron
or very thick wood. The Monks even pay and keep a regular guard of Arabs at the
principal entrance ; and in one of the towers a sentinel is constantly posted, to announce
the approach, whether of travellers, or of Bedouins.

But the Monks receive strangers with courtesy; and they not merely permitted the
Artist to sketch their Chapel, but as their service was beginning before he had finished
his design, they would not suffer him to lay aside his pencil.

There are generally about thirty Monks resident, of the Greek Church, who employ
themselves a good deal in cultivating the gardens which they have formed in little
terraces on the slope of the mountain, by conveying earth from below. The Monastery
boasts of great antiquity, and is said to have been founded twelve hundred years ago.! Its
surrounding hermitages perforate the rocks in all directions, and might have contained a
large population in the days of its renown.

! Roberts’s Journal.

THE CHAPEL OF ST. SABA.

Tae Chapel belongs to one of the chief Greek Monasteries of Palestine. It is ancient,
and highly ornamented, though too much in the extravagant style of decoration frequent
in the Greek churches. One of the pictures, which obviously excites the especial
admiration of the pilgrims, is a representation of the Day of Judgment. The Deity 1s
enthroned among angels and the spirits of good men. Beneath is igantic figure,
weighing the souls as they ascend. On one side, an equally gigantic minister of punish-
ment stands in the midst of flames. On the other, Elias is warring with Antichrist;
and, in the background, the graves are giving up their dead.! Yet if a subject of this
order goes beyond the limits of painting, it must be remembered that it has exercised
the pencil of Michael Angelo.

Still, the Chapel in its general effect is beautiful ; and the Russian government has
signalized its care of the Greek churches in the East by adding to it some very s r
ornaments. A short period before the date of this sketch, a number of pic
been sent by the Imperial command, principally of saints, with the flesh | d, but

the draperies and backgrounds in chased silver. The Convent, too, had undergone a

thorough repair, as was presumed, from the same Imperial patronag

! Stephens’s Incidents of Travel ? Roberts’s Journal.




THE WILDERNESS OF ENGEDI.

TrE country to the west of the Dead Sea is a succession of hills and ravines, covered
in the early part of the summer with rich vegetation, but soon exhibiting the fiery force
of the season, and becoming scorched, until all look of vegetation withers away. A
good deal of the discrepancy in the descriptions of Palestine obviously arises from the
different periods of the year at which it has been visited. The traveller who sees it
in spring, sees it glowing with shrubs and flowers; a few months after, the plain looks
a waste of sand, the hill a pile of burnt rocks, and the mountain-chain the very emblem of
sterility.!

The descent of the pass to the fountain Ain-Jidy (* Engedi”) is among the most
formidable even in this country of ravines. The path descends by zig-zags, often at the
steepest angle practicable for horses, and is carried partly along ledges or shelves on
the perpendicular face of the cliff, and then down the almost equally steep débris. Much
of the rock is a compact, reddish limestone, smooth as glass, though with an irregular
surface. My companion,” says Robinson, “had erossed the heights of Lebanon and
the mountains of Persia, and I had formerly traversed the whole of the Swiss Alps, yet
neither of us had ever met with a pass so difficult and dangerous. Of those which I had
seen, the Gemmi resembles it most; but it is not so high, and the path is better.”2

The Artist’s impressions of this remarkable spot fully coincide with those of the
traveller. «There was a death-like silence around us. We descended into the Wady-
en-Nar (the Fire Valley), through which the Kidron has formed for itself a channel.
Ascending the opposite bank, we proceeded for some time over undulating ground, covered
with rank vegetation, which, however, was beginning to be parched; and at length came
in sight of the Towers of St. Saba. It is impossible to imagine a more romantic scene.
The ravine cannot be less than five hundred feet in depth, perhaps more; the heights
are wild.”3

This was the country to which David fled from the persecution of Saul. The Monks,

who find a place for everything, point out the Cavern in which the famous future King

of Isracl took shelter. But later authorities indignantly differ, some fixing the scene of the
memorable encounter of David and Saul near the Convent, others at the pass of Ain-
Jidy. A dispute of air. The spot may well be conceived beyond all power of modern
identification.4

After a descent of about three-quarters of an hour the fountain which gives the
name to the district is reached. The Ain-Jidy bursts forth at once a fine stream from
a narrow shelf of the mountain, still more than four hundred feet above the level of the
Dead Sea. The course of the stream is soon lost in the profuse vegetation of trees
and shrubs.

At the fountain are the remains of several buildings, apparently ancient. The fountain

! Roberts’s Journal. * Biblical Researches, ii. 208,
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stself is limpid and sparkling, with a copious strcam of sweet water. The thermometer
stood in it at 81° Fahrenheit. The borders of the stream are covered with a thicket,
flourishing luxuriantly.  The botany of the spot is interesting. Among the trees, are
the Seyal, producing the Gum Arabic; the thorny Nubk, or Lote Tree, bearing a small
fruit like a thorn-apple, much enjoyed by the common people; the Fustak, or Pistacia,
a large tree, with long and beautiful clusters of white blossoms (but which Robinson
imagines to be the El-Henna, the “camphire” of our translation of the Bible (Lawsonia
inermis, Linn.), for which this region was anciently celebrated); and, most singular of them
all, the Osher, or Apple of Sodom. Among the shrubs is the Egg-piant Nightshade
(Solanum Melongena); and the Hubeibeh, whose ashes are called El-Kuli (Alkali),
apparently one of the numerous species of Salsola.!

In the foreground is the pass leading to the Monastery of St. Saba. The Dead Sea

is in the distance.

Biblical Researches, ii

BEIT JIBRIN, OR ELEUTHEROPOLIS.

Ix the fourth century, Eleutheropolis is mentioned as an episcopal city of importance,
and regarded as a central point in Southern Palestine. It was then the metropolis of
the surrounding region. The names of five of its Bishops are found in the records of
Councils from that of Ni 325) to that of Jerusalem ( 36). Epiphanius
was called a native of the city, from having been born in the neig yurhood.  In the
seventh century, the name appears to have been corrupted to Eliotropolis.  In-a

region was laid waste by a civil war among the acens, and Eleutheropolis converted into
a desert. The ancient name of Betogabra (later Ieb. Beth Gabriel, or Beth Gebrin) was
revived. The Crusaders in the twelfth century found the city in ruins; but from its com-

from

manding position, they raised a fortress on the site, to repel the Saracen attac ks
Askelon, distant about twenty-six Roman miles. The defence was intrusted to
Knights Hospitallers.!

Robinson visited the ruins on his way from Jerusalem to Gaza. He found along

the road in the vicinity traces of ancient walls. The village itself contains foundati

more massy and extensive than any other in Palestine, except those of J
the Haram at Hebron. They are evidently the remains of a fortress of gr
rows of strong arches are visible along the circuit. The Artist regards the
these works as of Roman origin. The surrounding country is ri h with ¢

some of them bearing marks of great antiquity.*
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HEBRON.

Hezrox is one of the most memorable sites of Palestine, as the abiding place of Abx':\]mm,
Isaac, and Jacob. It possessed one of the most ancient cities in the world, built ¢ seven
ye:

rs before Zoar in Egypt;”! whose original name was Kirjath-Arba (City of Arba), so
called from Arba, the father of Anak and the Anakim; it also bore the name of Mamre,2

From this neighbourhood Jacob and his sons went to Egypt, to dwell with Joseph.  After
the conquest of Palestine by Joshua, it was made one of the six “ cities of refuge,” and

assigned to the priesthood as a residence. It became the royal city of David, where he
reigned seven years and a half over Judah, and in Hebron he was anointed King over all
]sr‘.‘w]. It wz\s‘iu this royal city that Absalom raised the standard of rebellion. This was
also one of the cities fortified by Rehoboam, and rebuilt by the people after the Captivity.s
Hebron suffered the common reverses of Judah in its latter days. It fell into the power of
the Idumzeans ; but was recovered from them by Judas Maccabeus. In the revolt against
Rome, it was captured and burnt by Cerealis, the lieutenant of Vespasian. In later

its sanctity as the place of patriarchal burial superseded all other recollections; and in the
eighth century it was called the Castle of Abraham. This was also the name preferred by
the Crusaders. The Mohammedans called it El-Khulil (The Friend), Abraham being
distinguished among them as the  friend of God,” from the well-known' expressions of
Scripture.

On the invasion of Palestine by the Crusaders, Hebron followed the fate of Jeru-
salem, and was given (a.p. 1100) by Godfrey of Bouillon as a fief to Gerhard of Avennes.
It was now to obtain another distinction, and (A.D. 1167) was raised to the rank of a
Latin Episcopal See, of which Rainold was Bishop. The title of Bishop of Hebron was
retained through a succession of prelates, but the Bishopric had soon fallen (A.p. 1187)
under the dominion of Saladin; the Church was made a Mosque, and its possession given
into the hands of a Mahometan population, who guard it with the most jealous vigilance,
and are considered to be among the most violent bigots even of Mahometanism.

It had still one disastrous chapter in its history. In 1834 the whole surrounding
country rose in arms against Ibrahim Pasha. A battle was fought near ¢ Solomon’s
pools,” and the revolters were driven back upon Hebron; they were followed, and the
place was stormed, and given up to plunder. This inflicted a blow on the town, from
which its trade has not yet recovered ; that trade however consisting of little more than of
fruits, and of rude specimens of glass manufacture ; glass lamps, and rings of the same
material worn on the arms. The population is about ten thousand, among whom are about
fifty Jewish families. The Artist thus describes its aspect :—* On turning the side of a hill,
the little town of Hebron burst upon us. Its situation is beautiful; and the houses
glittering in the noon-day: sun had a look of English cleanliness, after the wretched

hovels of I The children who came out to meet us, were among the most beautiful 1
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had ever seen. The countenance was truly Jewish, but with a healthy rosy colour which
1 have seldom seen out of England.”t

The conscription, w grc:l.t source of suffering in all despotic governments, assumes

in the East the shape of a national calamity. In the midst of all this beauty and brightness
. 3 B = i

« as we went,” continues the Artist, “to show our passports at the house of the Deputy-
Governor, we found many women weeping on the steps, and the Deputy engaged in the
examination of a number of the unfortunate inhabitants who had been seized by the con-

scription. They were brought out in succession from a filthy-looking dungeon, and after
inspection were handcuffed, and sent off.”

The surrounding country abounds with legendary sites. The « Village of the Virgin”
is suluposed to have been one of the resting-places of the Holy Family in their flight into
Egypt. A fine oak represents the Tree of Abraham; but it seems not improbable that the
« Haram,” or Mosque, whose massive enclosure seems of Jewish building, covers the Cave
of Machpelah.  Into this enclosure, however, no Christian is permitted to enter.

! Roberts's Journal.

RUINS OF SEMUA.

Tre mountain ridge which commences not far from Carmel, and runs W.S.W. to the
solitude of Beersheba, formed the natural boundary, on this side, of the higher tract,
or “ mountains of Judah;” while the lower region, farther south, extending quite round to
Beersheba, constituted the uttermost border ¢ tow ard the coast of Edom, southward.”

The country between Wady Mousa and Hebron has evidently been once the seat of
a large population; every hill seems to have had its town, as probably every valley had its
tillage and pasture. But the towns are chiefly ruins, and the valleys are abandoned to the
precarious cultivation of a peasantry with whom everything is precarious.!

Semua (now variously pronounced, and which stands probably on the site of the
Eshtemoa of Scripture?) is reduced to a village, in the midst of pasture lands, filled
with flocks and herds at certain seasons. At the time of the Artist’s visit, the cattle
had been driven away to other pastures; and the inhabitants had migrated along with
them. There might be an additional reason for the general solitude. The Conseription
had been in force, and the young men, by whom the Egyptian service was hated, on those
occasions generally fled to the mountains.®

The ground is strewed with large stones, the remains of vast ancient buildings, the only
portion of which left standing is a tower, a relique, probably, of Roman fortification.*

! Biblical Researches, ii. 626. ? Josh. 50 ; xxi. 14,
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ASKELON.

Askeroy, known in early Jewish history as one of the chief cities of the Philistines,
flourished until the general fall of the Jewish cities; and from that period remained
obscure until the time of the Crusades. Its position then made it important, and it
became the scene of frequent and brilliant achievements. On the great adjoining plain
the Moslems sustained a signal defeat by Godfrey of Bouillon (a.p. 1099); and in the
Crusade under Ceeur de Lion they were again routed with signal slaughter, though led
by their great chieftain, Saladin.

i The City lies to the westward of the road to Jaffa, within a short distance of the
sea, and now exhibits only ruins. Tt is wholly deserted, its mole having been swept away,
and thus its last hope of trade extinguished. The prophetic declarations of its solitude, as
in all other instances, have been long and amply fulfilled. * For Gaza shall be forsaken,
and Ashkelon a desolation; they shall drive out Ashdod at the noonday, and Ekron shall
be rooted up. Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea-coast, the nation of the Cherethites!
the word of the Lord is against you; O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I will even
destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant.”?

The memorable chapter in the prophecy of Zechariah which announces the coming of
our Lord— Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem :
behold, thy King cometh unto thee!”—is headed by a general declaration against the
cities of the coast, whose impurities had, doubtless, tended largely to degrade the re
obedience of Judah. “Tyrus did build herself a stronghold, and heaped up silver
as the dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. Behold, the Lord will cast
her out, and He will smite her power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with
fire. Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful,
and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from
Giaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and
I will cut off the pride of the Philistines.”3

The plateau on which the City stood overlooks the sea. It was once a place
of opulent trade, yet it never had a port, or its only port was artificial, and formed
by the mole. The roadstead is open to every wind but the east: the shore secms
once to have been covered with stately buildings, from the granite pillars and blocks
of stone, over which the surf breaks in perpetual foam. Volney conceives the sca
to have receded, but those ruins evidently contradict his theory.

In the neighbourhood of the City there exists a village called Hamami (the dove),
and this, perhaps, corroborates the ancient story of the birth of Semiramis, who was
said to have been born at Askelon, and nurtured in her cradle by doves. After
those singular chances of her maturer life, which made her a sovereign, she assumed
the name expressive of this place of her infancy,—Semiramis, in the language of

Assyria, signifying a dove.
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The ruins of the City are about two miles in circuit. It is a new si
in the history of Eastern conquest, that arms should assist the researches of t
or the studies of the antiquarian; and it is to Ibrahim Pasha that we owe the chief
indulgence which Askelon now offers to European curiosity. For the purpose of

building a military station or city on this important site, he ordered the ground to
be extensively cleared, and the result was the discovery of several magnificent ruins,
and among the rest the ground-plan of a Temple, of which some columns remain,

h of a single piece of granite, with an entablature, and capitals of marble finely
executed in the Corinthian order. Another discovery was the site of a Christian
Church, of which the pavement and the bases of the columns have been preserved.
The capitals of the remaining columns are well executed, and upon them is represented
a cross, encircled with a laurel-wreath.!

! Roberts's Journal.

ASHDOD.

Asmpop of the Old Testament, Azotus of the New, and Asdood of the present day,
stands about ten miles from Jaffa. It is now but a wretched village, though its
position in the midst of a fertile country, and commanding a portion of the route
along the coast, may yet restore it to some share of its carly importance.!

In the Jewish annals it is distinguished as one of the Five chief cities of the
Philistines, and still more as the scene of one of those great miracles by which the
God of the chosen people vindicated his worship, even in the midst of Jewish ruin.
Ashdod was the City to which the captive Ark was brought, after the decisive defeat
of the Israelite army, under the government of the feeble Eli. The victors deposited
their splendid trophy in the temple of Dagon. ~When they opened the temple, on
the next morning, the Idol was found prostrate before the Ark. It was replaced
on its altar. On the next morning, it was found not merely prostrate, but with
its head and hands cut off, and flung upon the threshold. —Suspicious as the priests
of Paganism must always have been of the imposture in which they were such adepts,
they were so fully convinced that the act was Divine, that thenceforth they regarded
the threshold as disastrous, or unhallowed, and neither priest mor worshipper ever
after dared to tread upon the spot. But the conviction was to extend beyond the
priesthood ; it fell upon the people, in the shape of an agonizing disease, under whose
terrors they, in a body, besought that the Ark might be sent away. It was sent
successively to Gath and Ekron, followed in each instance by the disease; until it
was finally restored to Israel by the voice of the nation shrinking under Divine wrath,

and doing reluctant homage to Divine power.®
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¥azA stands on the summit of a hill, half-a-mile from the sea. The hill is about
two miles in circumference at the base, and appears to have been once wholly enclosed
with fortifications. This position, the solidity of the ancient defences of cities, and
a numerous brave population within, might promise security; yet the advantage of
its possession or pillage was always too tempting; and its history has been a succession
of sufferings at the hands of every invader of Palestine.!

Approaching by Beit-Gebrin, the country exhibits a pleasing landscape of corn-field
and pasture, inter: persed with clumps of trees and olive-groves, some of which are
of great antiquity. The aspect of Gaza is imposing at a distance. As wusual in
Oriental cities, the illusion vanishes on entrance. But its connexion with the caravans
renders it a place of considerable traffic, and consequently of considerable opulence.

Yet this wealth is confined to the principal traders, for the multitude live in that
miserable state of discomfort, which, however it has become a second nature to the
Asiatic, startles every sense, and gives pain to every feeling, of the European.

? observes the Artist;

“There are mno remains of its former grandeur standing,”
“but that it must once have heen filled with fine architecture is evident, from the
pieces of wrought and sculptured marble everywhere built into the walls of the houses.
Its seven Mosques appear to have been erected chiefly of those ruins. In passing
through a wretched suburb, I remarked a number of beautifully sculptured capitals

d one above another to support the roof of a hovel! Marble and granite columns,

in different degrees of prese n, are found in every quarter; and in the Cemetery,

in which our tents were pitched, lay a magnificent Corinthian capital, in the purest

he troops in the Engraving were two regiments of Egyptian Light Dragoons
and Lancers, on their march from Gaza to Sidon, armed in the European ‘manner,
and the whole in very effective equipment and condition.

A history of this City would be one of the most striking vicissitude; but our
space limits it to a mere outline. Gaza was among the earliest cities of Canaan

itioned in the Old Testament.? It next became memorable as one of the ¢ Five
Cities” of the five Lords of the Philistines. It next was taken by the tribe of Judah;
rted to the Philistines, in one of those lapses of the Israelites into
1

PR}

heathen vice, which inevitably delivered them over to be scourged by the tyranny

To restore them, Samson was sent as the Divine champion, and
Gaza was the scene of one of his astonishing exploits, and of that memorable catastrophe
& “in which the dead whom he slew at his death, were more
in his +  Gaza was finally subdued by David, and

1 the border of Solomon’s kingdom.
Its history next became mingled with those of the great military nations which

It
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was thus seized by one of the Pharaohs, in the time of Jeremiah. Cambyses, on
his invasion of Egypt, made it the dvpu,\itm'y of his treasure. On Alexander’s march
into Asia, its position attracted the eye of the great conqueror. It cost him a five

months’ siege; and his wrath at the obstinate bravery of its defenders, gave rise to

one of those desperate scenes of cruelty, so frequent in ancient warfare, yet so rare

in the victories of that most splendid of all masters of the sword.! The inhabitants were
massacred, and their places filled up by strangers. It now contains about fifteen thousand
people, of whom about five hundred are Christians. The habitants still refer to
Samson’s carrying away the gates, nay boldly point out the spot from which they
were taken; and the small domed building on the right in the Engraving marks

the spot to which he is supposed to have borne them.?

' Arrian, Exp. Alex. ii. 27. ? Roberts’s Journal.

LYDDA.

Tus village, now known as Loud’h or Ludd, and once bearing the name of Diospolis,
was originally of considerable importance. Built by the Benjamites; and inhabited
by them after their exile, it was transferred by Demetrius Nicator from Samaria to
Judea. In the period following the death of Julius Cesar, the City was seized, and
its inhabitants sold into slavery. 1In the history of the New Testament it was the
scene of a miracle.

“And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he came down
also to the saints which dwelt at Lydds And there he found a certain man named
ZEneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy. And Peter
said unto him, Zneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed.
And he arose immediately. And all that dwelt in Lydda and Saron saw him, and
turned to the Lord.”?

Lydda was laid in ashes by the Roman troops in their march under Cestius Gallus
to Jerusalem. On the conversion of the Empire it was a Bishopric of Palestina Prima,
and in the Greek Kcclesiastical Notitie it stands as Diospolis, and in the Latin as
Lydda. Tt was made memorable in later times by the appearance of Pelagius before
a Council (A.n. 415). But its chief legendary fame is due to a tradition that the
remains of St. George, who was born in Lydda, and martyred at Nicomedia in the
third century, were transferred to his native place. The ruins of a Church dedicated
to the Saint, and evidently once of great magnitude and beauty, lie in the eastern
quarter of the village.* <« We saw,” says Robinson, these noble ruins by the bright,

yet mellow light of the full moon. The lofty remaining arch towered in imposing
majesty ; and the effect of the whole, though mournful, was indescribably impressive.

It transported me back to the similar, though far more perfect, moonlight grandeur of the

10
Coliseum.”3

0
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JAFFA.

Jaxra, the ancient Joppa, and now called by the Arabs Yafa, rose into early importance, as
the chief harbour of Jud=a. The modern town stands on a promontory rising to a height
of 150 feet above the sea, and bearing to the North-west of Jerusalem, at a distance of
about forty-five miles. From its commanding position, Jaffa has a striking aspect on
the sea-side; and its land view is bold and extensive. On the South, it overlooks a
wide and rich succession of plains spreading to Gaza; on the North, its horizon is the
noble ridge of Mount Carmel; on the East, the hills of Judah exhibit every form of
mountain magnificence; on the West, lies the boundless beauty of the Mediterranecan,
The interior, like that of all Eastern Cities, disappoints the eye. Narrow streets,
loaded with mire in winter, and choked with dust in summer; a struggling population
of five thousand, compressed into hovels, which seem the natural nests of disease, and
where the pestilence has made many a fearful ravage ; a Greek, a Latin, and an Armenian
Convent, all meanly built and feebly maintained; constitute the town and the people.!

But the historical distinctions of Jaffa are of a high order. As Joppa it becomes
known so early as the division of the Promised Land, where it was in the portion of the
Tribe of Dan.? It was the port to which the cedars hewn in Lebanon were brought
for the building of the first Temple.* From Joppa the Prophet Jonah embarked, when
he was sent to preach to the Ninevites.* In Christian history, it had the distinction
of the miracle wrought by St. Peter, in restoring Tabitha to life;® and here the g
Apostle dwelt in the house of Simon the Tanner.6 In the war which extinguished Judah,
the town was garrisoned by a strong Jewish force; but it was finally stormed by the
loman troops, with a slaughter of twelve thousand of its unhappy defenders.

After a sleep of a thousand years, Joppa became again the subject of history. Its
value, as the nearest port to the Holy City, attracted the enterprise of the Crusaders;
and the most gallant achievement of Ceeur de Lion was performed in defeating the Saracen
army under its walls. But it paid dearly for the Christian triumphs, in the return of
the enemy in irresistible force, and its storm, with the massacre of twenty thousand
lives. The ruined walls were rebuilt by Louis IX. of France (a0, 1250); but in
the general exhaustion of the Crusades it sank into decay once more, and was lost
to European recollection.

The long interval of five hundred years elapsed, when its name was revived in the

ptian invasion of Napoleon. The brilliant but reckless ambition of that pre-eminent

soldier conceived the idea of overthrowing the West by the weight of the East; and

the conquest of Syria was to be the first step to the universal throne. Advancing
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(a.. 1799) with a force that swept all resistance before it, he captured the Turkish
posts in rapid succession, and made himself master of Jaffa after a slight combat. But
there his success  terminated. Our space does not allow of the further details of this
most romantic enterprise. The execution of the garrison of Jaffa is a matter of painful
historic record. Ill-fortune fell upon the invasion, and the proverbial skill of the leader
and gxl”illlﬂ'.\' of the troops were baffled before the crumbling fortifications of Acre.

In after days, Napoleon, at St. Helena, was accustomed to regard the Syrian
campaign as a crisis in his fortunes,—as the counteraction of a great desion of con-
quest,—as the casualty which compelled him to remodel his plan of empire. ¢ That

»

campaig said he, “cut asunder the chain which I would have twined round the

Last—it broke my spell—it forced me to turn my face to Europe.”

>

The figures in the foreground are Polish Jews returning from their pilgrir t

Jerusalem, and waiting for embarkation.

JAFFA.

Tar appearance of Jaffa from the sea is stately. To eyes wearied with the monotony
of the shore, and the hovels which form its villages, its situation is commandi rom
its being built on a cone-shaped eminence which dips boldly into the sea, anc m the
extreme inequality of the ground, which thus shows all its buildings in one view. Most
of the streets are paved in steps; and the houses, some of which are of consideral
size, stand in terraces, and thus add to the general effect. But the cypress and other
trees, which so often raise their heads in the larger Oriental towns, and whose verdure
adds so gracefully to the scene, are here wanting, and Jaffa is simply a succession of
roofs rising above each other, bare, brown, and melancholy.

Besides its authentic history, to which reference is made in another portion of ‘these
pages, Jaffa figures in a strange mixture of Hebrew and Heathen tra n. Here Noah
is said to have built the Ark!—here Andromeda to have been exposed to the Sea-
monster;—and here Perseus to have bathed the wounds received in his battle with
the Centaurs. But a more painful appeal is made to human memory in the Hospital,
where the unfortunate French soldiery died, and which is now the Armenian Convent ;
and in the grave of the Turkish prisoners of El-Arish, which is still pointed out to

travellers, at a mile south of the town.!
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MOUNT CARMEL.

Tmis view is taken from near the mouth of the River Kishon; and in the foreground
characteristically lies one of the wrecks which constantly strew this exposed  shore,
Mount Carmel is a ridge of about eight miles in length, rising from the memorable
Plain of Esdraelon, and terminating in a bold promontory; the principal height of the
chain being about 1200 feet above the level of the sea; the whole forming a striking
portion of one of the finest views in this picturesque country. From the hill above
Nazareth the whole prospect opens—a magnificent panorama. Beneath the eye spreads
the western portion of the great plain, celebrated in ancient times for some of the
most momentous transactions of Israelite history, and still teeming with fcl‘tility. On
the left is seen the summit of Mount Tabor, with portions of the Lesser Hermon and
Gilboa, and the opposite mountains of Samaria. The eye then rests on the long line
of Carmel, with the « Convent of Elias” on its summit, and the town of Caipha
glittering at its foot. Below, on the North, extends the beautiful plain El-Buttauf,
;\'lm\tc waters flow into the Kishon. Beyond this plain, a succession of mountain ridges
stretches from East to West; and to the right is a “sea of hills,” surmounted by Hermon,
with its “icy crown.”

The highest point of the ridge is towards the South. Thence it declines gradually
northwards, and at the Convent has only the elevation of 582 Paris feet above the sea.
The northern extremity bears N. 58° W. Towards the S.E., Carmel is connected
with the Mountains of Samaria by a broad range of low, wooded hills, separating the
great plain of the more southern coast from that of Bsdraelon. The neighbouring
anchorage is good, and Caipha is, in fact, the roadstead of Acre. On the beach are the
ruins of a Castle and two forts, ancient defences of the port. Towards the S.E. corner
of the Bay flows a stream, now named Makattam, but more memorable by its scriptural
name of Kishon. Ris in the hills which border Esdraelon, in summer, scantily

supplied, it scarcely winds its feeble passage to the sea; but in winter it swells to an

impetuous torrent, unfordable, and, in this bridgeless country, rendering the road
hazardous to travellers. From the Convent on the ridge, the celebrated order of
Carmelites probably took its name. In 1821, at the commencement of the Greek
Revolution, it was destroyed by the Pasha, under suspicion of an intercourse with the
insurgents. But permission for its rebuilding has since been obtained from the Sultan,
and funds alone are required for its proposed reconstruction on a new and larger scale.
The prospect from the site of the Convent is of the grandest kind.!

But it is the memory of the great Reformer of Israel which has bequeathed its
especial sanctity to Carmel. The actual site of events, however remarkable, may be
forgotten in the level equality of the plain; but the mountain is itself a monument.
Carmel stands for ever, the scene of the triumph of Elijah over the idolatry of Baal.
“And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah
the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be
known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I
have done all these things at thy word. Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed
the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the

! G. Robinson's Travels, 104.
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water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their
faces: and they said, The Lord he is the God; the Lord he is the Go:l.”‘

At the foot of the ascent is an Oratory, now Turkish, covering a grotto, which is
said to have been inhabited by Elijah.

Among the ruins of the Convent is another
grotto, containing an altar dedicated to the Prophet. A monk even told one of our

latest travellers that he had scen Elijah, whose person and habits he described with
minuteness, though his vision was palpably the dream of a sick bed.? The mountain

was once the favourite refuge of pilgrims and anchorites; its heights are perforated in
every direction with their and, independently of its sacred character, the grandeur
of its prospect, the purity of its air, and the refreshing coolness of its elevation, in the
burning summer of the shores below, must have made it an incomparable retreat, alike
from the fire of the plains and the troubles of the world.

1] Kings, xviii. 36—3¢ 2 :
1 Kings, xviii. 36—39. * G. Robinson.
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RAMLA.

Ox the strength of a more than doubtful tradition, this town has been long regarded
as the Arimathea of Scripture.

It lies on the eastern side of a broad, low swell in
the sandy plain, from which it has obviously taken its present name (Er-ramlah, the
sand). The soil has the general fertility of this part of the coast, and the approacl
is through olive-groves, and gardens productive of remarkably fine fruit of various
kinds. The Kharub, Sycamore, and Palm, are not unfrequent in its neighbourhood.!
Ramla has been rescued from the general decay of the s
annual passage of the Great Caravan between Damas
duced some struggli

shore towns, by the
and pt. This has pro-
ng trade, and partially supports three thousand inhabitants, of whom
one-third are Greek Christians.

The town contains several Mosques, some houses
built of stone, and of considerable size, and the largest Latin Convent in Palestine.
It lies nearly N.W. of Jerusalem, at a distance of about eighteen miles.

The Artist visited the Convent, and was well received by the Superior, a Spaniard,
who, with some of the brotherhood, accompanied him on a walk round the town.

«On the west were the Tower and ruined walls of a Mosque, which the Monks, a

as
usual, pronounce to have been once a Church, but the style is decidedly Saracenic.
Within its quadrangle remain some subterranean chambers, which were probably tombs,
and bear evidences of Roman origin.”*

The Empress Helena, the great authority in all the legends of Palestine, claims the
credit of having built the Churches of Ramla; but the chief Mosque is stated, on less
shadowy grounds, to have been the Church of the Knights of St. John.

1 Biblical Researches, iii. 2 Roberts’s Journal.




ST. JEAN D’ACRE.

Acge.! commanding the chief commerce of the corn country of Palestine, has always
been a position of the first importance to the governors of Syria. Standing on the
northern point of the Bay, of which Carmel forms the southern; heavy and massive
on the sea-side; from the land it forms a striking object, with its fortifications rising
above the plain, and the Mediterranean, always bright and beautiful, for its back-ground.e

The Artist visited Acre previously to the memorable attack by the British fleet,
and the havoe occasioned by the explosion of the great Magazine among its buildings.

But it still bore formidable marks of the long siege, which closed in its capture by

Egyptian troops under Ibrahim Pacha, in 1832.

The advantages of position are generally paid for at a high price.  Acre has
been the prey of war from an early age. In the general inroad of the S: ns it
was stormed (a.p. 636). The invasion of the Crusaders furnished another period of
blood in its history (a.n. 1104). But within less than a century, the tide of Christian
success had sunk, and the famous Saladin became master of Acre. Within seven
years it was again assaulted, and fell into the possession of a new Crusade. Once
more, in the decay of the Christian conquests, it was stormed by the Saracens. But
the Caliphate itself went down, and the City was given into the stronger grasp of
the Turk (a.n. 1517). After a long period of oblivion, in the decay of the Sultanry,
Acre was revived by the Arab Daher, a tyrant, but a bold soldier. On his death the
government was seized by a barbarian, whose name, Djezzar (the butcher), was amply
earned by the merciless severity of his sword.

But it was now destined to form a conspicuous feature in a war which ultimately
involved the civilised world. In 1799, the French army, under the great military genius
of their country, advanced to the walls. The fortifications were feeble, and the Tison
was composed of Turks and Arabs in a state of insubordination. But the arrival of two
British ships of war, under the gallant Sir Sydney Smith, restored their courage; and

leon, after repeated assaults, and fifty-one days of open trenches, was driven from
Acre, and from Syria.

In 1832, the revolt of Egypt exposed it to a new enemy; and it was besieged by
the troops of Mehemet Ali. Abdallah, the Governor, declared, that if an European
force attacked him, he would blow himself up; but if a Turkish, he would wait, till
the walls fell down upon his garrison.” Closely besieged for five months and twenty-one

days; 35,000 shells were thrown into it, and almost all the public buildings were shattered ;

yet it finally yielded only to famine.3
* Roberts’s Journal




Tt was still to be the subject of a more distinguished catastrophe. Syria had been con-
qucred in two decisive fields by the Pacha; the battle of Nezib threatened to shuke the
Turkish throne. Negotiation with either of the contending powers had evidently become
but a waste of time, and the war already menaced the peace of Europe, when lin};lnud, at
Jast, took upon herself the duty of achieving the general security. She sent a fleet to
Syria. In a campaign of three months, it swept the coast of all opposition; and on the
3d of November, 1840, appeared before Acre, the stronghold of the Pacha’s conquests. In
2 bombardment of three hours, it crushed the fortifications, drove the garrison from the
City, and .concluded the War! This exploit, unexampled in the history of combat, was
richly rewarded by its fruits—the peace of Syria, the independence of Turkey, and the
tranquillity of the world.

JEAN D’ACRE.

Tuis view gives the sea-face of Acre, exhibiting a striking succession of domes, minarets,

and that general style of ornamental building, which is so attractive to the eye at a

distance, but so frequently disappoints it on a nearer view. Still the Oriental architecture

has a charm of its own. Whether from association, or from its intrinsic beauty, it always
aives the impression of Caliphates and Sultanries; of manners when all that was romantic
in the East was combined with all that was superb; and of ages when the Asiatic Sovereign
habitually lived in a state of magnificent seclusion, and mysterious voluptuousness.

Nothing has given rise to more learned, or more unproductive, dispute than the origin
of the different styles. The most authentic theory seems that which would trace them all
to the first dwellings of the respective nations. The Greek and Roman palace and temple
were but improvements on the original habitations of climates, where the sun was genial,
and the air refreshing ; they are broad and lofty, spacious and open to the breeze. -The
elegance of the Saracen dome is palpably modelled on the lightness of the Arab tent.—The
Egyptian temple, massive, solemn, and dim, seems only a catacomb transferred to the
surface; as the catacomb itself was probably only an enlargement of the first dwellings in
a country of sand, and where the chief luxury of life was to escape the sun.—The Indian
architecture strongly resembles the stalactite roof of the cavern, the immense solidity, and
mystic grandeur of the Elephantas and Eloras —temples and palaces of Nature, worthy to
stamp the taste and guide the genius of a race of Hierarchs and Sultans.




CAPE BLANCO.

Tms promontory forms one of the most striking natural objects on the coast of Syria,
At the foot of Cape Blanco—also called by the natives Ras-el-Abiad (the white pro-
montory), from its bleached front—the road ascends, and winds along the face of the
cliff to a startling elevation. It appears to have been the work of remote times; for

it is deeply worn, and worn by the wheels of carts, a vehicle seldom used on the Coast

at the present day. Huge masses of the cliff have fallen away on the seaside, and the road
has become more difficult in consequence. A low parapet of loose stones is all that now
stands between the traveller and a precipice several hundred feet deep, with the sea rolling
in at its base. From its full exposure to the West, the effect of a winter storm, with
the Mediterranean pouring its whole fury on the rocky barrier, is overwhelming,—the
surges sometimes dashing up the promontory to the height of the road. The passage over
the Mountain is about a mile in length. To add to its picturesque effect, the cliff is
tenanted by “myriads” of wild pigeons, which, on the discharge of fire-arms, rush out
and cloud the air.

All the wonders of Syria are attributed to Alexander the Great, as all the churches
of Palestine claim the.Empress Helena for their founder. But the tradition which gives
to the great Conqueror and Civiliser a work of such ditliculty, usefulness, and grandeur, is
not unsuitable to the genius of the most daring, yet most cultivated, master of mankind.

The Artist had the advantage—which, perhaps, none but an Artist could fully appre-
ciate—of seeing Cape Blanco under the influence of a coming storm. “ The sky was dark
and louri heavy clouds swept over our heads, and the rolling surge beat with a
thundering noise on the rocks. It was certainly the most sublime scene I had yet
beheld on the coast of Syria.”!

Descending the northern side of the promontory, the traveller enters upon the celebrated
Pheenician Plain, which extends from three hours south of Tyre to the Nahr-el-Auly, an
hour north of Sidon; the whole being a distance of about eleven hours. Its breadth is
unequal, generally half an hour, except round Tyre and Sidon, where the hills recede.
The soil is now nearly waste, but obviously capable of tillage.* The actual domain of Tyre
never exceeded a circumference of twenty miles.

This was a singularly small territory to maintain the mightiest traffic of the ancient
world.  The trade of Tyre extended eastward through Persia, or even, perhaps, through
India; and westward through the Ocean; at a period when, to all other nations, the mouth
of the Red Sea was the ¢ Straits of Death,” and the Pillars of Hercules were the boundarics
of the earth. In the Ocean, northward it reached the British Isles, and southward ranged

the coast of Africa.® For ages before Greece or Italy had attained regular government,

! Roberts’s Journal, * BibL. Res. iii. 410.
* Vincent, Commerce, &c. of the Ancients, ii. 624, &e.
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and while both were the chosen seats of popular fable and poetic monsters, the bold
mariners of Pheenicia were familiar with their seas, and had formed settlements in their
ports; Carthage, Cadiz, and Marseilles, were their colonies; and the tin and wolf-skins of
3ritain met the gold and silks of the remote East in the marts of Tyre.

The wealth of her merchants, the magnificence of her buildir and the strength
of her Dbattlements. were the wonder of all nations. Even when, at length, she ‘fcll
Dbefore an enemy commissioned by an avenging Providence, she rapidly rose :vl in, resumed
her fame, and recommenced the Commercial Empire of the world. It is remarkable,
that though Commerce has often raised feeble states to sudden power, there is no other
instance in history of that unrivalled and universal influence, except our own.—Tyre and
England, at the distance of thousands of years, alike, and alone, exhibiting the ‘mtnrxz!
results of vigorous enterprise, guided by wisdom, cheered by national encouragement,

and left free in its direction, its impulses, and its rewards.

PORT OF TYRE.

half a mile from the shore. The gradual accumulation of
Causeway was widened by the same means into an Isthmus.
formed, the Northern and the Southern; the former being the

The Northern port, or basin, was formerly enclosed by a wa
north end of the Island, in a curve towards the mainland.
fragments remain, displays even in ruin great massiveness.
marble and granite pillars laid side by side, not unlike vast
enclosure has long since been useless; for the port has be
and it now gives a place of refuge to scarcely more tl
neighbouring peasantry.

The memorable prophecy of Ezekiel against the elder
human aspect, would supply almost a study of the commer
sentence of ruin: ¢ These were thy mercl
in broidered work, and in chests of rich apy
among thy merchandise.”  The previous detail embraces neax
of man.

Then follows the condemnation:

at thee, and their kings shall be sore they shal t ed in their cour

The merchants among the people shall hiss at thee: th 1alt be a terror, and never

shalt be any more.”!




GENERAL VIEW OF TYRE.

Tuts scene comprehends the sites of two of the most memorable Cities of antiquity —
the Tyre of the mainland, and the Tyre of the Island, with the Causeway connecting
them. The former Tyre was early ruined, and if any remmants of it exist, they are
buried in the sand which continually accumulates over the plainz or, are to be found
in the materials for the Causeway by which Alexander the Great approached the
second Tyre; and in which fragments of columns and other architectural spoils are
still to be seen, where the sand has been swept away by the wind and the surge.!
This once renowned City is now but a diminutive town, carrying on a struggling
commerce in the tobacco of the neighbouring hills, with some wood and charcoal
from the more distant mountains. = The streets are narrow and windin r, and the
houses mean, seldom exceeding a single story, with flat roofs. But the palm-trees,
which are always beautiful, and full of Oriental character, mixed with the buildiuq

give a grace and freshness to the distant aspect of Tyre.?

The chief trade is carried on by the Christian population, who amount to a considerable
portion of the inhabitants, and whose industry is said to arise from their being free
from the Conscription, if it may not equally arise from the spirit and habits of their
religion. At the time of the Sketch, some vessels were lying in the Bay; few, but
suflicient to carry on the traffic of this once Queen of the Commercial World.s

Its ancient architecture was proverbially of the stateliest kind; some columns of
Egyptian granite, ten feet in diameter, remain fixed in the walls. And on examining
the foundations of those walls (which are evidently of a later date), pieces of marble,
granite, and earthenware, are discovered; though fixed in a cement so strong, that
where the action of the sea has honeycombed the stone, it still has left the cement
unimpaired. But the only gate of Tyre is Saracenic, and the only fortifications are
the work of the middle ages.*

The Cathedral of Tyre stood in the south-eastern corner of the present town. It was
in the Greek style, and must have been a remarkable fabric; its length being at least
250 feet, and its breadth 150. The eastern end is yet partially standing, and some portions
of its western extremity exist; but the area is filled up with hovels. Adjoining one of
those, lies an immense double column of Syenite granite, consisting of two parallel,
connected shafts of exquisite shape and beauty, which once belonged to the Cathedral.
Djezzar Pasha proposed to have carried these pillars to Acre, for one of his Mosques ;

but their weight defied the skill, or the industry, of his Syrian engineers.”* An earthquake

in 1837 did considerable damage in the Island; when a lofty arch, and a portion of

the finer architecture of the ruin, were thrown down.

The history of the Cathedral is obscure. But it is known, that so early as the
fourth century, there was in Tyre a Cathedral, built by its Bishop, Paulinus; for
which the consecration sermon was written by Eusebius, and which he pronounced to be
“the most splendid of all the temples of Pheenicia.”6 From that Period, it singularly

lapsed into oblivion. Even during the Crusades, an era when all the recollections

lastern antiquity were revived with extraordinary ardour, when Tyre itself was
.

* Bibl. Res. iii. 398. % @. Robinson’s Travels.
¢ Volney, Voyage, ii. 196. ¢ Hist. Eecl. x. 4.
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erected into an Archbishopric under the Patriarchate of Jerusalem; and when William
of Tyre, the well-known Chronicler of the Crusades, was consecrated Archbishop
(a.D. 1174) and wrote his History here; still, no record of the Cathedral is to be
found.© An unsettled tradition reports, that the bones of the Emperor Frederic the
First, who was drowned in the Calycadnus, or the Cydnus, on his march to Palestine

(A 1190), were buried in Tyre, his heart having been deposited in the Cathedral of
Antioch.!

The population of Tyre is reckoned at 400 taxable Mahometans, and 300 taxable
Christians; thus giving a population of nearly 3000 souls. The Christians are chiefly
Greek Catholics, who have a resident Bishop. There are but few Jewish in]mhitﬂnt,‘s‘.
The water of the town is supplied by two fountains rising in the Island, close to the

sea; they are, however, supposed to have some secret communication with the springs of
Ras-el-Ain, three copious reservoirs, at an hour’s distance in the plain.

1 Will. Tyre, xxi. 9, and others, quoted in Biblical Researches, iii. 399,

RUINS OF AN IONIC TEMPLE.

Passing northward from Acre, on descending the first headland, the traveller reaches
the small village of Nachora. The road, in its general massiveness,

vestiges of the work of antiquity: even the bridge over the inconsiderable stream
which crosses it is formed of immense blocks, which scorn decay.

On ascending a promontory at some distance from the village, the eye is struck
with a bold ruin, the remnant of an Ionic temple, which must have once formed a
magpnificent object from both the hills and the sea, having a front of at least 200 feet,
with a depth of 400. One standing shaft alone retains its capital.  But frag
of Tonic columns, in the best taste, remain, flung about in every direction, and confusedly
mingled with Doric: earthquakes are the great enemy of architecture in this country.
The Artist observes, as one of the most singular instances of Asiatic oblivion, or
Antiquarian neglect, that neither this noble ruin, nor the stately City which obviously
surrounded it, has found a name. Fragments of sculpture and building extend widely
within view of the Temple; and he conjectures, that they may have once been the City
built by Alexander, whose site had been erroncously conceived to lie a mile farther
to the north. The country in the rear rises in a succession of hills, which, though

now desolate, give evidence of former cultivation. Beyond the Temple, the road
again ascends until it meets the precipices of Cape Blanco.

The mixture of the Doric and Ionic architecture may be accounted for by the
acknowledged affinity of the two orders; the latter being palpably but the former
refined into elegance: the triglyph exchanged for the dentele; the strong and single
architrave for the delicate lines and ornamental sculpture of the triple; the robust
and plain shaft for the shapely and fluted : and the massy capital for the graceful volute—
the Doric the emblem of masculine strength; the Ionic the emblem of feminine beauty.

! Roberts’s Journal.




TYRE, FROM THE ISTIIMUS.

Tms View revresents Tyre as it now exists, with the Causeway connecting it with
the mainland. " The length of the Island is a mile. On the right lies the principal
harbour. The tower on the same side marks the two fountains of the Island, ang
the termination of the ruined aqueduct which once probably conveyed the water of
the Ras-el-Ain.! The town spreads loosely along the eastern shore. On the south,
the ruins of the Cathedral are seen; and the square Saracenic tower on the left is built
on the extremity of a wall once extending across the Causeway, and, perhaps, tbrming
a species of fortification. Between the houses and the western shore remains a broad
strip of land used for tillage.* The interval between the southern wall and the end
of the Island in that quarter is a rocky space, used to “dry nets upon.” The western
coast is wholly a ledge of rugged rocks, in some parts fifteen or twenty feet high,
on which the Mediterranean ies with a perpetual surge. This shore is strewed
with columns of red and grey granite, the last evidence of the ancient grandeur of Tyre,

The early history of Tyre ascends to the first ages of the commercial intercourse
of nations. The Indian trade seems to have been in every age the fountain of wealth,
or rather the great stimulant and reward of the commercial activity of man. This
trade flowed to the West through the two channels of Tyre and Egypt, giving to the
one its opulence and its arts, and to the other its opulence and its knowledge. Between
them lay Palestine, withheld from the pursuits of both, but obviously withheld for
the express purpose of being preserved from the corruptions of either, and of retaining
religion for mankind. By a striking contrast, Egypt was the great producer, yet
with a strong distaste for naval adventure: while Pheenicia produced comparatively
little, yet was the chief merchant: the one the manufacturer, the other the carrier,
of the world.3

Whether the original Tyre was on the mainland or the island has been a question.
But that the City which first obtained distinction was on the mainland is acknowledged,
It is mentioned as a “strong city” so early as the Division by Joshua. It retained
the same character in the time of David, and was “the strong city, Tyre.” The
well-known compact between Solomon and Hiram its king g further evidence
of its power. Hiram disposes of the forests at Lebanon, at his will, for the building
of the Temple. “So Hiram gave Solomon cedar-trees and fir-trees, according to all
his desire: and Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures of wheat for food
to his household, and twenty measures of pure oil.”+

The superior security of the Island, with the alarm excited by the growth of the

i power, probably impelled the population to take refuge in the new Tyre.

If such were the reason, it was amply justified by the event; for on Shalmaneser’s invasion
(B.c. 720), while the Paletyrus (Old Tyre) was taken at once the City of the Island
resisted for five years, and finally repelled him. The more warlike ability, and perhaps
more disciplined force, of Nebuchadnezzar, though it destroyed Old Tyre5 wasted
thirteen years in the blockade of the New. Even the great military genius of the

! Roberts’s Journal. ? Bib. Res. iii. 499, &c.

3 Stevenson, Hist. of Commerce. 4 1 Kings, v. 11.

* It is evidently to this destruction that the strong denunciations of the prophets are to be chiefly

veferred.  Ezckiel, xxvi. 21, 27, &e.
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ancient world, Alexander, besieged it for seven months, and ultimately conquered,
only by throwing the stones of Old Tyre into the sea, and thus forming the Causeway,
by w hich he was enabled to assault the walls, The City was at length absorbed into
the general tide of Roman conquest.  But it then obtained, even if unconsciously,
the highest distinction in its history. It was visited, or at least, approached by our
Lord. “ And He arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered
into an house. And a certain woman, whose daughter had an unclean spirit, heard
of him, and came and fell at his feet.”* It was also the seat of an early
Church visited by St. Paul on his way to Jerusalem.? In the Cr
the hands of the Christians (June 27, 1124), and was hel

Christian
sades it fell into
1d by them until the memorable
year 1291 —the era of the expulsion of the Franks from Pal estine; when Me
Ashref, Sultan of Egypt and Damascus, so terrified the people by his se

lek-el-
verities at
Acre, that on his approach to Tyre, the Franks fled on board their ships, and left the
gates open. From that time it sank into a decay, which has defied all restoration.

! Mark, vii. 24, ? Acts, xxi. 2-4,

SAREPTA.

Here the scenery changes from the general aspect of the south of Palestine: the
hills assume a bolder character, and the chain of Lebanon, capped with snow, rises
majestically in the background.

In front of the village on the hill, and close to the ses L, is a small Mosque, tradition: ally
covering the site of the house in which the prophet Elijah took refuge, and restored the
widow’s son to life by prayer.! The name of the village is now Surafend.

Sarepta had the high distinction of being named in both the Old Testament and the
New. In the history of the great prophet it is recorded,—* And the word of the Lord
came unto him and said, Arise, get thee to Zarephath (Sarepta), which belongeth to Zidon,
and dwell there.”¢

And our Lord, in rebuking the stubbornness of his nation, repeats the record,—«1 tell
you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was
shut up three years and six months, when a great famine was throughout all the land ;
but unto none of them was Elias sent save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman
that was a widow.”3

Sarepta was erected into a Bishopric by the Crusaders, who raised a Chapel over the
reputed spot where Elijah restored the widow’s child.* In the twelfth century it seems to

have been a fortified city, with a port, and some stately buildings. The true Sarepta

evidently stood on the shore. The village of Surafend, its present substitute, was probably

formed by refugees from the decayed City, and has grown subsequently to the Crusades.

! Roberts’s Journal. { , xvii. 9, 10.
* Luke, iv. 25, e Oriens Christianus, iii. 1338.




SIDON.

Smox, a name familiar to all the readers of ancient history, and renewed in our recollections
by the brilliant Syrian campaign of 1841, is one of the oldest cities in the world; and has
been distinguished for its commerce, its opulence, and its vicissitudes, from almost the
earliest period of its existence. It is named in the Pentateuch,' and by Homer.? In
the division of Palestine it was allotted to Asher,® but was never possessed. In the
general invasion of Pheenicia by Shalmaneser (s.c. 720), it was conquered; and sank
into a tributary to the successive empires of Assyria and Persia. Tyre, its younger rival,
resisted and repulsed the invader; perhaps not more from its insular position, than its

superior wealth, population, and the public spirit resulting from both. Joining the general
revolt of Pheenicia against Artaxerxes Ochus (B.c. 350), it was captured and destroyed by
the conqueror. But its situation made it powerful once more; it was rapidly rebuilt,
and on the invasion of the Persian Empire by Alexander the Great, probably warned
by example, it received him with open gates, and thus escaped the ruin which befell its

haughtier and more powerful neighbour, Tyre. After the death of that most illustrious of
Pagan conquerors, Sidon became alternately the prey of the Kings of Egypt and Syria,
until they, too, sank into the all-absorbing dominion of Rome. Yet the City remained
distinguished, at once for Oriental indulgence and Western activity.

But another and still more memorable period of xistence was to come. Our Lorp
himself trod the regions of Tyre and Sidon.* Christianity took root there so early as the
first preaching of thu Apostles; and St. Paul, on his way to Rome, found converts, and
apparently a church.® A Bishopric certainly existed in the territory of Sidon at an early
period, though the first of its Bishops on record was Theodorus, who was present at the
Council of Nice (a.p. 325).

The Age of the Crusades was destined to exhibit a general change in maritime Syria.
The Crusaders commenced their operations iinst Jerusalem - from the north, and the
general march from Antioch (a.n. 1099) followed nearly the line of the sea-shore. In the
first instance the Cities were passed by, and the march was directed full upon the grand
object of the invasion. But the position of Sidon rendered its possession essential, and it
sustained two attacks from Baldwin, the new monarch of Jerusalem (ap. 1107 and 1108).
In the first it bought off, and in the second it repulsed, the Crusaders. But it was attacked
a third time (a.D. 1111), and captured, after a six weeks’ siege.

Sidon enjoyed comparative security under its Christian governors, until towards the
close of the century. But the banner of the Kingdom of Jerusalem had long been
shattered, and after the decisive battle of Hattim, the City opened its gates to Saladin

! Gen. x. 19. ? Tliad, vi. 289. Odyss. xv. 415 ; xvii, 424,
* Josh. xix. 28. Judges, i. 31. 4 Matt. x . Mark, vii. 24. * Acts, xxvii. 3
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(A.D. 1187). It now underwent the usual unhappy casualties of the seat of war.

It was
reconquered by the Christians only to be again lost to the Moslem, and possessed by the
Moslem only to be again assaulted by the Knights who still wandered over the sacred soil.
Yet, by a singular exception to the emporiums of the East, a remnant of population clung
to its ruins, until it resumed the shape of a City in. At length, in the seventeenth
century, it rose into sudden distinction, under the famous Emir of the Druses, Fakhr-ed-
Din. The Emir adorned it with stately public building

his policy attracted merchants
from Europe, and his power protected the industry and intelligence of the people.  Afte

his ruin, its commerce was chiefly with France. It exported cotton and silk, and was the
chief mart of the rich silk manufactures of Damascus.!  But Djezzar Pasha drove out the
French, and the trade declining once more, was carried on by the natives alone. Beyrout
has since become the port of Damascus, and unless some new change of masters shall
change its fortunes, Sidon is likely to perish by natural decay.

! Volney, Voyage en Syrie, ii. 192.

SIDON, FROM THE NORTH.

The site of the City was admirably chosen at once for commerce, strength, and beauty.
Standing on a bold projection of the land, which sufficiently separated it from the level
country of the interior, and which was probably fortified, it was safe from casual insult,
while it enjoyed the fertility of plains even now remarkable for their richness. The
approach to Sidon is through plantations of mulberry-trees, cultivated for the food of the
silkworm, and through groves and gardens of the vine, the pomegranate, the orange, and
the fig-tree; those are in such abundance and excellence as to have nearly superseded the
olive, that favourite production of Syria.

The lover of nature in the East is continually liable to impediments arising from
the absurdity of the people. The Artist and his party were placed under ruard, in a
species of quarantine; but his admiration of the scene induced him to encounter all
difficulties, and transfer the landscape to his portfolio. Sidon struck him as superior to
the generality of the coast towns; the houses solid and spacious, and the people well
dressed. But the antiquities were few, and apparently limited to some granite columns
lying in the road, and vestiges of tessellated pavements.'

The small building in the foreground is called the Temb of Zebulon, and is held

great veneration alike by Moslems and Christians.

! Roberts’s Journal.
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GENERAL VIEW OF SIDON, LOOKING TOWARDS LEBANON,

Tre view of Sidon and the hills from this point is of a very commanding character,
2 character,

in the days of her original opulence
and beauty. But the buildings to which Sidon owes its chief present distinction, the Ser:

and may give some conception of the “ Queen City,”

ail,

the Khan, and other stately structures, were the work of an extraordinary individu,

al, so
late as the seventeenth century.

The defeat of the Druses by Amurath III (4.p. 1588) had changed a nation of free
but rival tribes, into a dependent government. Fakhr-ed-din, a Druse, was the chie;‘
appointed by the Sultan. He commenced his career by a display of activity and courage,
The Arabs, taking advantage of the war, had covered the country between ‘the 1110!1111:1;15
and the shore, with blood and plunder. The new Emir suddenly gathered an army,
attacked the invaders, and after a succession of bold encounters, drove them back in}o
the Desert.

His victory had brought him to the sea-shore; and his views enlarged with his
fortunes; the soldier became a statesman. Venice was then carrying on the riches
commerce of the world. Fakhr-ed-din drove out the Aga of Be)‘I‘oL;; mutnll]: ltll;t::
master of the city, and commenced a commerce with the Venetians. Within the next
twenty years he had extended his authority over the principal cities of Northern Syria,
The Pashas of Damascus and Tripoli vainly complained, fought, and intrigued against ‘him.
He beat them both in the field, and bribed higher than either at Constantinople. But at
length the jealousy of the Porte was fully roused ; a Turkish force was marched into Syria,
and the Emir of the Druses felt that he must look beyond the barren resources 0;‘ his
principality, or perish in a conflict with a power which still made Christendom tremble.

Fakhr-ed-din now formed the bold resolution of enlisting his European allies in his
cause; and from Beyrout he put to sea for Italy. The court of the Medici was then in its
splendour; he sailed to Florence, and was received with the pompous hospitality of the
Italians, augmented at once by the gallantry of his achievements, and the mystery of his
origin. It had long been a national dream, that a remnant of the Crusaders had formed a
sovereignty among the mountains; and the daring valour and old independence of the
Druses were regarded as proofs of their descent from that noble band. The Emir also
either found or feigned a chivalric connexion with the House of Lorraine, and the priest-
hood and poets of Italy were soon enthusiastic in the cause of a prince who had come to
restore romance and religion among the for and valleys of Lebanon.

Fakhr-ed-din returned, after an absence of nine yea But Florence had been to him
what Capua was to the Carthaginian. The hardy mountaineer returned the Italian volup-
tuary. He built gilded palaces and marble baths, planted European gardens, and even
adorned his pavilions with pictures, the abomination of the Koran. He rashly abandoned
his stronghold in the hills, and led a life of luxury among the shades zm;l breezes of
the shore. i )

But his 'v\il day was at hand; his indignant subjects deserted him; his sovereign
Amurath IV., resolved on his extinction ; and the Pasha of Damascus marching a powerful

army against the Emir’s troops, after two defeats, gained a third bloody battle, in which
Fakhr-ed-din saw his gallant son Ali fall, and himself undone. Still his spirit was
unbroken; he took refuge in one of his mountain fortresses; and though now deprived
of all allies, and advanced in age, he made a daring defence, and after a year of heroism,
saw the enemy retire in exhaustion from the walls. But intrigue accomplished what could
not be done by arms. He was seized by a band of conspirators, and betrayed to the Sultan.
The captive was received at Constantinople with nonour, but his fate was already sealed in
the Divan; he was thrown into a dungeon, and after a brief period of confinement,
strangled, at the age of seventy (a.n. 1633).!

! Sandys’s Travels. D’Arvieux, i

THE CITADEL OF SIDON.

Ox the south of Sidon, and on a height commanding the City, stands the large square
tower now designated as the Citadel, though formerly perhaps no more than a blockhouse,
or advanced post of the general fortifications. It, however, boasts a romantic antiquity,
being supposed to belong to the age of the Crusades, if not to have been actually built by
Louis IX. (A.p. 1258).!

On a coast where good harbours are so rare, and where the winds from both the
sea and the mountains blow with such violence, the harbour of Sidon early attracted a
memorable commerce; and its command, even in later periods, was obviously a matter of
importance. It thus exercised the rude engineering of the Crusaders, who built another
Castle on a rock in the sea, connected with the shore on the north by a causeway of nine
arches. But, as the harbour also exposed the City to hazard from the Turkish fleets, the
still ruder science of the celebrated Fakhr-ed-Din found no other expedient for its protection,
than partly filling up the inner harbour with the fragments of ancient pillars, so that boats
alone can enter it. Large vessels lie outside the entrance, on the north of a ledge of rocks,
where they find sufficient protection from W.S.W. winds, but lie open to those from the
north.

The Artist strikingly observes: © From a little farm-house, with a garden of olives and
mulberries, we had our first view of Sidon. It is one of the finest that I have yet seen in
this country. This once noble City, jutting out upon its promontory into the clear, blue
sea, and connected with its ancient Citadel by a bridge and causeway ; with the snow-clad
peaks of Lebanon in the distance, reflected in the Mediterranean in all the glories of a
Syrian sunset, formed a superb spectacle.”
! Nau. p. 585. Pococke, ii. 87. Turner’s Tour, 87, quoted by Robinson, Biblical Researches, iii. 418.
2 Roberts’s Journal.

It




BAALBEC

Tre plain between the Libanus and Antilibanus is divided into the Bekaa, and the
territory of Baalbec.? But little is known of the ancient history of this once beautiful
City. Probably owing its wealth, if not its origin, to the traffic which was carried

on between Tyre and Palmyra; it was, like them, an early seat of idolatry and cor-
ruption.? But its Temple, the source of its existing fame, was due to Rome. The
importance of the City as a military position had attracted the eye of the Imperial
Government, and in the reign of Augustus it was made a fortress; 149 years after,
Antoninus Pius built the present Temple, on the site of a former one. In the reign
of Constantine, the fabric shared the general fate of the heathen shrines, and was first
abandoned, and then consecrated as a Christian Church. The Saracen invasion at
length threw it into the hands of Moslem. In the fluctuations of their fortune, it was
again turned into a fortress. The frequent earthquakes of Syria added their share of
devastation; and the chief matter of surprise is, that, exposed to so many agents of
ruin, any portion of this magnificent fabric should survive, to excite the curiosity, or
delight the taste of Europe, at the end of seventeen centuries.?

There have been frequent descriptions of the Temple, but the limits to which we
are necessarily confined and the changes which are constantly occurring in the buildings,
from earthquakes, and the barbarism of the Arabs, induce us to prefer the brief, yet
expressive and graphic, notice by the Artist himself.

¢ Leaving Zahley, and continuing our course along the base of Libanus, we struck
into the plain, and bearing N.E., for about two hours, we came in sight of Baalbec.

“Next day though the rain continued to fall without intermission, and though I
was seized with fever; such was my delight and wonder at the stateliness of the
Temple, that I could not resist visiting and examining every portion of it, until I
became totally exhausted, and was confined to my bed for some time.

«1 feel that, it must be difficult to convey, even with the pencil, any idea of the
magnificence of this ruin, the beauty of its form, the exquisite richness of its ornament,
or the vast magnitude of its dimensions. The whole is contained within an irregular
oblong enclosure, which has once been obviously used as a place of defence; a com-
paratively small portion of it being occupied by the Temple. The Portico, which,
with two of the sides, has been thrown down, originally contained eight pillars in front
and fourteen on each side, each pillar being six feet three inches in diameter, and thus

! Burckhardt, Travels, 35. Bekaa, in Hebrew, signifies a mulberry-tree ; which abounds in this
place. This, with the common Syrian prefix, Baal, might have made the name of the City. But Pococke
a corruption of Baalbeit (or Beth), the House of Baal.

Macrob.

Baalbec, like all the principal relics of Asiatic antiquity, had remained almost unknown, until the
imencement of the last century. The existence of our mercantile factories on the Syrian coast then
cted a considerable degree of intelligence and interest to the Cities of the inter ior ; and Baalbec and

yr gan to be visited by European travellers. Maundrell, Pococke, Volney, Luuldmult Irby and
) ichardson, Lamartine, and other accomplished investigators, have given striking details of the
titecture of Baalbee. But the folio of Dawkins and Wood, containing designs and descriptions of the

most elaborate order, remains still the standard volume.
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reaching, base and capital included, a height of seventy feet. The whole was evidently
constructed without mortar, but the joints of the pillars have been fixed by cramps (;F
bronze.

«The grand doorway is of immense size, formed of vast stones, and sculptured with
the richest decoration. From the marks of fastenings, the entrance was probably closed
with a curtain or veil as in the Jewish Temple, and in some of the Spanish cilxurcl\es
at this day. The enclosure is divided into three great Courts, in the innermost of
which the principal building stands.”?

An arched avenue, or portal, 150 paces long, formed its approach. The breadth
of the Temple itself is 32 yards; the whole length 64, of which, however, 18 are
taken np by the Aute-Temple.?

! Roberts’s Journal. 2 Maundrell’s Travels.

JENIN.

JENIN is a town situated at the mouth of a valley, opening into the great plain of
Esdraelon.! It is the chief place of the district embracing the plain, and is the
residence of the Governor of the district. Jenin had been supposed to oceupy the
site of the ancient Jezreel, but this opinion is st opposed; and the Ginma of
Josephus is asserted to be the original town. Its first occurrence in modern history
is in the Crusades; but in the greater frequency of journeys to Palestine its name
has become familiar, from its lying in the great route from Jerusalem to Nazareth. The
town lies in the midst of plantations of fruit-trees, surrounded by fences of the prickly
pear. The houses are of stone, and tolerably well built; the number of inhabitants
probably two thousand.

The site of Jezreel is a matter of interest, from its connexion with the Jewish
history, peculiarly in the reign of Ahab.?2 It was here that the murder of Naboth
was perpetrated, which brought down a Divine malediction on Ahab, Jezebel, and
their dynasty.® It is strongly argued, that the true position is that of Zerin, a small

village standing on the brow of a deep valley, running down E.S.E. along the northern

wall of the mountains of Gilboa. Zerin itself lies comparatively high, and commands
a wide and noble view; to the East extending to the mountains of Ajilun, beyond the
Jordan, and to the West including the whole great Plain, to the long ridge of Carmel.
It is a most magnificent site for a city. The conclusion thus drawn from locality, and
from the historians of the Crusades, is, that here had once been the city, and is the

Plain of the ancient Jezreel.

+ The elevation of Jenin, and of the plain adjacent, is 515 Paris feet. Schubert, Reisc. iii. 162.
2 1 Kings, xviii. 45, &c. * 2 Kings, ix. 14 ; x. 1, &e.
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REMAINS OF THE WESTERN PORTICO, BAALBEC,

Tris View, from its being simply a lateral elevation of the external wall of the
Adytum, with the remains of the Portico, partly prostrate and partly standing, perhaps
conveys a more true representation than some of the others, where the perspective

becomes more abrupt; at the same time it is necessary to mention that the columng
seem stunted, an effect produced by their being built up to the height of about six feet
in a wall, when the whole structure had been turned into a place of defence. « The
enormous size of the marble blocks of which the columns are composed is distincﬂy
shown here, even from the efforts which have been made for their overthrow ; most of
them being of two blocks, and none more than three. Between the remaining shafts
and the wall is seen a portion of the Soffit, which connected the colonnade with the
external wall. The intricate pattern and rich sculpture of this portion cannot be looked
on without the highest admiration at the fancy and skill of Roman wurkmnnship. There
is something also that exhibits remarkable contrivance, in the fine polish of the joints of
those pillars, while their exterior is left in the rough; the inner faces of the blocks being
wrought so fine, that they could require no cement; the edge of a pen-knife can scarcely
be forced between them. No cement has been used, but they have been fixed together
by square metal cramps, of great size; an ancient means of preservation, which, though
probably effectual against time, and even against earthquakes, has, unfortunately, tempted
the barbarian masters of the country to (Iestruy them, for the value of the metal. This
mode of fixing the chief portions of the edifice seems to have been extensively employed.
The sockets are still visible, in which were placed the bars for the support of the Pediment
and Frieze. Had those been left in their places, the earthquakes would have probably
spared a large proportion of its beauty ; they might have shaken the building, but they
might have failed to destroy.”?

The material of which the Temple is constructed is a compact limestone, resembling
marble. In its original state, it must have been most imposing ; around it was a row of
beautiful Corinthian columns, forty-five feet high, nineteen feet in circumference, and eight
or nine feet apart, and at the same distance from the wall; the whole surmounted by a
noble cornice seven feet high, with the interval to the wall covered by a carved ceiling of

able delicacy. Of the columns, there were originally fourteen on a side, sixteen in
front, and eight in the rear, counting the corner ones of both numbers. Of those, nine
still remain on the north side, with the ceiling, four on the south, and six on the west.
Some of the columns have slipped from their pedestals, and recline unbroken against the
wall of the Temple; the remainder have fallen over into the area below.

A late traveller thus touchingly conveys his impressions of this noble and solemn
scene:—* The sun was fast sinking behind Lebanon, and the shadows of the mountain
were gradually encroaching on the silent and desert plain, when a sort of consciousness of

! Roberts’s Journal.
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danger bade me return into the enclosure. At that moment a beautiful moon was Jjust

: As T entered the Grand Court, a general silence
pre\'mlcd throughout ; even the shepherd’s pipe, which, but a few moments before had
caught my ear in the plain, had now ceased to be heard.

appearing over the hills to the eastward.

ght Jen I directed my steps to the more
perfect Temple, standing in the area below, but the masses of prostrate columns and
0 O marbles seeme interdict ¢ P roach.” o P,
ﬁAaLmr?d arbles seemed t(,) m.tudlf.t an approach.” At length, after repeated falls, and
disturbing a whole host of wild pigeons, he reached the interior. ¢ One half of the
building, which is roofless, lay in gloomy shadow, while the moonlight rested softly on the
upper story of the remainder, and gave a fanciful embellishment to its elaborate sculptures
Viewed by day, these beautiful structures, though replete with interest and delight, carry
with them a mingled feeling of humiliation at the transitory

reatness of all human con-
ceptions, and regret that such proud relics of genius should be in the hands of a people

incapable of appreciating their merits; and consequently heedless of their complete de
struction. While by the uncertain light which reigns at this hour, the greater part of
the deficiencies are supplied by fancy, and the mind is irresistibly cm‘riL;d, back to the
period of their perfect state.”!

! Robinson's Travels, ii. 104.

BAALBEC, LOOKING TOWARDS LEBANON.

Tms is the most entire portion of the buildings, but is placed in a much lower horizontal
plane than the Great Temple; though, on the south side, a subasement has been raised
considerably from the ground. The view exhibits a portion of the Eastern Portico, and
also gives some conception of the strength of the columms; in the instance of one w hich,
though fallen against the wall, and breaking it in by its weight, has yet remained solid in
its joints, in consequence of their being fastened by iron pins. Some of those pins were
evidently a foot long, and a foot in diameter.

< When we compare,” says Wood, \ln ruins of Baalbec with those of man; ient
cities which we visited in Italy, Greece, pt, and in other parts of Asia, we cannot help
thinking these the remains of the boldest plan we ever saw attempte od in architecture. Is
it not strange then, that the age and undertaker of works, in which sta m]n\ and duration
have been so remarkably consulted, should be a matter of such obscurity ?

The inhabitants of the country, Mussulmans, Jews, Christians, all confidently believe
that Solomon built both Palmyra and Baalbec. But, that the City ha ad both its name and
worship from Heli iopolis (the City of the Sun) in Egypt, we have classical authority.
« In the City called Heliopolis, the Assyrians (Syrians) worship the Sun with great pomp.
under the name of Heliopolitan Jove, and the statue of the god was brought from B pt.
The Temple 1n its early state, was renowned for divination, the express province of Apollo.

' Wood and Dawkins, p. 6. Macrob. Saturnalia, lib. 1. 2 Wood and Dawkins, p. 9.




THE DOORWAY, BAALBEC.

Ox a subject of this order, no description can be so valuable as that of the individual
who has surveyed it at once with the intelligent curiosity of a traveller, and the accurate
eye of an Artist.

o« This is, perhaps, the most elaborate work, as well as the most exquisite in its
detail, of anything of its kind in the world. The pencil can convey but a faint idea
of its beauty. One scroll alone, of acanthus leaves, with groups of children and panthers
intertwined, might form a work of itself. ~Even independently of the beauty of the

sculpture, and its excellent preservation, we are lost in wonder at the size of the stones,

and at the nature of the machinery by which such masses were raised. Earthquakes have
shaken this extraordinary remnant; but from the magnitude of the blocks which form the
lintel, the central one, being wedge-shaped, has slipped only so far as to break away a
portion of the blocks on either side, and thus remain suspended.

“But its effect is injured by a wall which crosses the Eastern Portico, and within
a few feet of the doorway, so that the spectator is forced to look at it almost directly
upwards. An eagle, with expanded wings, hovers in the centre of the lintel, bearing
festoons of fruit and flowers. The fair proportions of this extraordinary work are injured
below still more than above, by being buried ten or twelve feet in the ground, so that it
necessarily looks stunted.” Yet the whole performance, shattered, shortened, and hidden as
it is, excites the highest admiration that can be given to a work of genius and beauty.!

The Artist proposes the question, whether the Eagle may not be rather the Egyptian
emblem of sanctity than the Roman of empire, from the similitude of its position to that
of the “Sacred Vulture,” invariably placed on the lintels of the E yptian temples. In
this idea he nearly coincides with M. Volney, who remarks that the tuft upon its head
proves that it is not the Roman Eagle. The same bird, too, is found on the Temple of
Palmyra, and is, therefore, an Oriental Eagle, consecrated to the Sun, which was the
divinity of both temples.

On the northern side of the portal is sculptured a winged form, hovering over head,
and extending its wings two-thirds of the breadth of the gate; and on each side of the
central Eagle is also sculptured a youth, or Genius, on the wing. The Eagle carries in its
pounces a caduceus, and in its beak the string coming from the end of the two festoons,
whose other ends are supported by the two youths, or Genii.?

The breadth of this incomparable entrance is twenty-two feet; the height can be
ascertained only when its bases shall be cleared from the accumulation of ruins and
earth. The measure of the Temple within is forty yards long by twenty broad. Round
the interior are two rows of pilasters. Between the pilasters are niches, which seem to have

Roberts's Journal
* Pococke conceives them to be Zephyrs, or emblems of the Atmosphere, as the Eagle was of the Sun
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been designed for the reception of statues. There are eiol ilasters i row, 2

niches, exclusive of those 5&‘ the Adytum. e e e
About eight yards from the upper end of the Temple, stood, until recently, two fine

channelled pillars, which seem to have formed a partition, and to have Sl;})l)()l'tC(l a

canopy over the head of the great Idol, whose place was probably in a large niche at 11‘

end. On those portions of the partition which remain are C:\l’\'il;‘ &

e
s in relievo of Neptune,
tritons, fishes, sea-gods, Arion and his Dolphin, and other marine figures. The covering of
the whole fabric is broken down. ¢ But this I must say” (it is Maundrell, one ofuﬂw
most exact of travellers, who speaks), ¢ that it strikes the mind with an air of grandeur
beyond anything that I ever saw before, and is an eminent proof of the mu;jniﬁcuu‘n{-e of the
ancient architecture. About fifty yards distance from the Temple is a row of Corinthian
pillars, very great and lofty, with a most stately architrave and lintel at top. This speaks
itself to have been part of some very august pile.”

THE CIRCULAR TEMPLE, BAALBEC.

Asour a hundred and fifty yards S.E. of the Great Temple stands a detached Temple,
which must have been one of the most beautiful of those fine buildings in its early day.
The entablature and cornice are supported by six columns on projecting bases, like the radii
of a circle, forming a grand stylobate, with two columns on each side of the door. A broad
flight of steps led to the entrance. The stylobate curves inwards between every two
columns, thus forming a graceful corridor. It seems to have been crowned with a cupola,
and to have been about twenty-three feet high from the ground. The study of ornament
in all these fabrics is remarkable; wherever a wreath, a bust, or a statue, could be intro-
duced, it has been placed there. In every interval between the columns, niches have been
formed, evidently for statues, for the pedestals remain. The contrast of this Temple, in its
diminutive size and delicate beauty, with the colossal piles in its neighbourhood, must have
been peculiar and striking.!

The interior consisted of two stories, the upper surrounded with Corinthian pillars, th
Jower with Ionic; and in the time of Maundrell, it appears to have been used as a Church.
An exact architectural description of the fabric is given in the folio of Wood and Dawkins,
Plates XLIL &c.¢ Dismantled as it is, the eye is instantly captivated by its style. But, a

for ruins, beyond their iron and limestone. thquakes are continually shaking the soil,

few years will probably level it to the ground. The wild inhabitants have but little value
1

and the only hope of saving the last honours of Syria is by rescuing and reviving them in

England.

! (. Robinson’s Travels, ii. 100. 2 Wood and Dawkir albec, p. 27, Plates xlii. &e.




PORTION OF THE EASTERN PORTICO, BAALBEC.

Tue Great Temple, with all its connected buildings, stands at the western extremity of
the City, and just within the modern walls. A wall of moderate height, and flanked by
square towers at intervals, encompasses the remaining portion of the City. The interir;r.
is covered with the ruins of private and public buildings.

The chief entrance to the Sacred Enclosure, in its original state, was a grand Portico
of the Corinthian order, looking to the East, and approached by a broad and stately flight
of stone steps. This entrance is now walled across, and flanked at the extremities by two
square towers, evidently a later work, being built up with fragments of cornices and
columns. Two Courts lead the way to the Great Temple itself. The first is a Hexagon of
144 feet diameter. From this there was an ascent into a vast Quadrangle of 347 feet in
length, by 317 feet in breadth. Both Courts were evidently surrounded with buildings,
probably for the dwellings of the priests; but those of the Hexagon are in such a state of
dilapidation, as to defy any distinct conjecture. Those of the Quadrangle being in a
ruined condition, give evidence of a succession of arcades and covered recesses of various
less sizes; probably, Exedra, or places of lecture for the priesthood and students, similar
to those in the public groves of Greece; some of them squares of 43 feet, and some semi-
circular, of 30 in diameter. The whole, with its noble columns, cornices, and elaborate
sculpture, forming a scene, in its day of early beauty, to which the architectural world
has no parallel.

The roofs of those chambers, which were all open to the Court, have fallen in, and
have long since been in dust; but the exterior walls, from which they sprang, remain, and
in sufficient preservation to give an idea of the immense labour bestowed on their decora-
tion. A row of niches for statues extends the whole length of these walls, which are
ornamented with rich mouldings, and divided by pilasters. There are similar niches in the
buttresses between. Wild herbs have now sprung up on the summit, and added their green
and picturesque luxuriance to the general ruin. A foundation wall is discoverable in the
middle of the Quadrangle, but whether of a temple, it is hopeless to ascertain.

Il advancing to the westward, the stranger enters upon a grand Esplanade, a
parallelogram of 230 feet by 118. This Court had arches similar to the former along

its western and northern sides. On the southern side stood a row of magnificent

Corinthian columns, surmounted by a highly sculptured architrave, making the whole
height sixty or seventy feet above the epistylia. Of this colonnade six only are now
erect; the remainder lie around them. The whole Csplanade being artificially raised
above the level of the surrounding country, they form a very conspicuous object among
the ruins.

The magnitude of the materials strikes the eye with scarcely inferior effect to the
general decoration of those splendid reliques of ancient genius. I cannot help,” says




one of our latest and most intelligent travellers, “making a few observations on on
A 4 . . g 3 S a S e

mass of ruins, the imposing grandeur of which peculiarly struck us,

remnant of a Colonnade, of which there are six columns standi

I allude to that
: 0 e The beauty and
elegance of those pillars are surprising. Their diameter is seven feet, and we estimated
their altitude ut between fifty and sixty, exclusive of the epistylia, which is twenty feet

deep, and composed of immense blocks of stone, in two layers of ten feet each in depth;
the whole most elaborately carved in various devices. The space originally iuclu«lex;
by those pillars was 104 paces long by 50 broad.”* The magnitude of \t/he s{onex gene~
rally used in these buildings is extraordinary. TIn the west {\'ull there are three :mnvi
which together measure 182 feet, with proportional depth. The largest whic > Artis
had ever previously seen were those in the Egyptian Tlumple of Dcnziorjl, 21!;“;:(‘:.]:' ét}llnf
of the stones in the walls of Jerusalem were also of great size. But, « these are, p«»ri\:lp\;
the most ponderous masses that human skill ever moved into a wall; and here they are
raised between twenty and thirty feet from the foundation.”® The la ;
three is 62 feet 9 inches long, the two others are about 60 feet each.

st stone of the

! Irby and Mangles’ Travels. 2 Roberts’s Journal.
# Richardson’s Travels. * Pococke.

SHRINE OF THE NATIVITY.

Tms chamber, partly an excavation in the limestone, lies directly under the Church
built by the mother of Constantine. It is thirty-seven feet long by eleven wide, and
though now naked, when compared with the general decoration of the Greek shr

is floored and walled with marble, and seems to have been once covered with Mosaic, of
which some rich specimens still remain.

On the right are three lamps, suspended over the Manger in which our Lord was
laid; opposite to this, the altar, covered with a canopy, Is said by the Monks to mark
the place where the Magi knelt to make their offerings. At the other end of the Grotto, in
the semicircular recess, a glory represents the Star which guided the Magi. Round it is
the inscription—

« 1o pE VIRGINE MARIA Jrsus CHRISTOS NATUS ES

The manger now in the Grotto is only a substitute; the original, according to the
Ttalians, having been removed to Rome by Sixtus V. It is now in the Church of Santa
Maria N jore, in a small Chapel remarkable for the costliness of its ornaments.
Numer: lamps, the gifts of Christian princes, throw light over the darkness of the
chamber. Above the spot where the Magi knelt, is a picture exhibiting them in the
act of worshipping; one of the wise men is an Ethiopian.

81




BETHLEHEM

In every age of Christianity Bethlehem has held a solemn place in the recollections
of mankind. The history of which it witnessed the commencement can have no equal
in its grandeur or in its purpose, for it extends to all the generations of the earth,
and it proclaims mercy to all. The magnitude of the Gospel is so vast, that all
human greatness disappears in its presence ; its heights are sublime above all the
imaginations of created beings; its depths are profound beyond all their penetration.

To have shared in the progress of this mighty minister of good, to have been
visited by its visible presence, to have borne the vestiges of its early wonders, gives
a title to the noblest honours which can be demanded by memory, or paid by gratitude.
The very caverns and forests which echoed the Divine voice; the hills and waters
which witnessed its power over Nature; the very dust of the Divine feet—all are
consecrated. We feel that God has been there, and we involuntarily deem that His
presence has not altogether departed.

«Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall cute judgment and justice
in the earth. In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and
this is His name whereby He shall be called, Tre Lorp our RiGHTEOUSNESS.”!

The place of the Nativity was distinctly marked in prophecy. But thou, Beth-lehem
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall
He come forth unto me, that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
of old, from everlasting.”?

Humanly speaking, nothing could be more improbable. than that Bethlehem should
be the birth-place of the Son of Mary: for the country of Joseph was in the northern
province of Palestine, and it was also expressly prophesied that this northern province
should be the chief scene of his existence, and even the very first which was to acknowledge
his glory.

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond
Jordan, in Galilee of the nations; the people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light; they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the
ight shinec

Yet the prophecy which assigned the place of Nativity was so distinct, as to fix
the unanimous expectation of all the Jewish authorities on Bethlehem. When the

Magi came to Jerusalem, perhaps conjecturing that the King was to be born in his

own royal city, the “chief priests and scribes of the people,” being gathered together
by order of Herod to determine the birth-place, * said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judza,
for thus it is written by the prophet.”* And in Bethlehem he was sought, and found.

Jerem. xxiii. 5, 6. Micah, v. 2 ? Tsaiah, ix. 1, 2. Matt. iv. 16. * Matt. ii. 4, 5.




The village lies a W 'S stance fr . .
T'h 11111<Du llc.slftbuut tlo hnmﬁ distance from Jerusalem, on the east and north-east
ope of a long ridge; a deep valley. Vady Taamirz sino . . .
slop g ridges P ey, Wady Taamirah, being on the south side, which

passes to the Dead Sea. The surrounding country, though hilly, is fertile and well
cultivated.

In the distance are seen the hills of Moab, and below them is a glimpse of the Dead
Sea.!

In the interval between the Greek Convent and the mountain border of the Dead Sea
rises a hill, named the Hill of the Franks, from a legend of the Crusades. The ruins onits
slope are Roman, and conjectured to be those of a palace and fortress of Herod the Great.®

! Roberts’s Journal. 2 Biblical Researches, ii. 173

BETHANY.

Brruaxy was the well-known scene of one of the mightiest miracles of our Lord —that
Restoration of Lazarus to life, by which he especially proclaimed his power over the
grave, in the immediate presence of Jerusalem. The results of this miracle were his
kingly reception by the people, and that increased hostility of the Roman and Jewish
government, which produced the unspeakable sacrifice of the Crucifixion.

Bethany owes all its present reverence, and even its t name, to this miracle;
it being now called El-’Aziriyeh, from El-’Azir (Arab. Lazarus).! It is now a poor

lence of having

village, containing about twenty families, living in huts which exhibit evi

been formed out of the ruins of ancient buildings. Legends are of course busy. The

monks profess to show the actual sites of the houses of Martha and Mary, and Simon t

Leper. But the chief object of display is the Se pulchre of Lazarus, seen in the e

as the small building on the left, with the circular dome.?
The Sepulchre is a deep vault excavated in the limestone rock, in the middie of

the village, with a descent to it by twenty-six steps. This spot has been a

remarkable veneration in very early ages; the « Crypt of Lazar! 1s” being mentioned in

AD. 333, and also by Jerome about seventy years later, as the site of a Church; succe ssive

monasteries also having been built over it?

! Biblical Researches, ii. 102.
3 Ttin. Hieros. 596. Onomasticon, Art.




CHANCEL OF THE CHURCH OF ST. HELENA.

Twrs once magnificent building was formed on the model of the Roman Basilica, and
resembles the Church of St. Paul at Rome. The Nave is divided into aisles by forty
pillars of yellow marble, of the Corinthian order. Above those pillars extends a series of
scriptural subjects in Mosaic, of an elaborate kind, but now much dilapidated. A
temporary screen divides the Nave from the Chancel and Transepts. An antique
and gorgeous screen separates the people from the Altar. This view was taken when
the priests and pilgrims were waiting for the * Holy Fire” to be brought from Jerusalem.

The Latin and Armenian Chapels are in the two transepts. A door under the
platform on which the people stand opens upon a flight of steps leading to the Grotto of
the Nativity. The principal entrance of this noble pile was once wide and lofty, but
the doorway has been repeatedly filled up with brickwork, until it has become so
low, that, to enter, the head must he stooped nearly to the knees; a sufficient evidence
of the alarms under which the worship has from time to time been carried on, and
of the general perils and vexations which beset the Christians in former periods of the
power of Islamism.

The original magnificence of this building may be estimated from the costliness
of its columns, each shaft being a single piece two feet and a half in diameter, and
the columns eighteen feet in height, including the capital. The distance of the intercolum-
niations is seven feet; that of the rows, thirty.  But the roof which they were to
support was either partially destroyed, or never completed, for the only roof now is
a wooden one; a humiliation which the monks, with their usual ingenuity, palliate
by affirming that it is of the cedar of Lebanon. They apologise for the want of size
in their lamps, by saying that the larger are brought only on great occasions from
Jerusalem where they are deposited, from fear of their being stolen by the Greeks.!
The Turkish domination will now probably become more humanised ; but it has hitherto
been exercised over these institutions with the usual corruption and severity of Islamism ;
the old privileges of the Convent were regularly sold to the highest bidder, and the

Greeks, being the most opulent, have made themselves masters of the largest share.

The whole site of the Greek convent is regarded with peculiar reverence by the
pilgrims, and relics are exhibited, which meet with a constant sale. As this village
was the probable scene of the “Massacre of the Innocents” by Herod, some of the
relics are referred to that event. A withered hand is shown as belonging to one of
the infants; and an Altar stands over a pit, into which tradition says that their bodies were
thrown. A rude picture hung above the Altar gives a startling delineation of the various

! Roberts’s Journal. G. Robinson, i. 151
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:lgonies of the children, and the terror and despair of thewr parents. Other memorials
point out the traditional scenes of the history of the Nativity. Joseph has an Altar in one
of the excavations, and a second Altar designates the : v editati

i r designates the spot where he sat, meditating,

during the birth of our Lord.

But, passing by those legends: the whole scene is full of high recollections to
W n . = ~ah N
the Christian.—Here was the place of unquestioned miracle, the display of indescribable
mercy ; the beginning of a period which shall finish only in Glory a;ld Eternity.
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IDUMEA.
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vl IDUMEA.

deposit of Lastern wealth. The troops of Antigonus (B.c. 301), in a sudden attack
on the city, found there large quantities of frankincense and myrrh, with five hundred
talents of silver. Even the Roman conquest, by giving greater security to the country,
largely augmented its commerce. One great road stretched from Ailah to Petra, and
thence to Damascus. Another from Petra stretched to the west of the Lake Asphaltites,
to Jerusalem, Askelon, and the general coast of the Mediterranean. The incursions of
the Desert tribes were kept at bay by Roman stations, and in some instances by Roman
towns founded along the road.

Though the region was remarkably mountainous, the palm-groves, and the romantic
beauty of the country, were well known to the Roman poets, with whom, however,
Idumea was a general name for Palestine,

¢ Primus Tdumeas referam tibi, Mantua, palmas.” Vire. G. iii.

In the fifth century, Palestina Tertia comprehended the countries east and south
of the Dead Sea. On the erection of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem at the Council
of Chalcedon, the three Palestines formed its territory.!

Jut a formidable change was to break down at once the religion and the prosperity
of the land.  A.n. 630, Mahomet invaded the country.® The formation of the Mahometan
kingdoms of Syria, Arabia, and Lgypt, destroyed the traffic of Idumea. The roads
were neglected, the population perished, and the land was abandoned to the savage
and the wilderness.® In the twelfth century, the Crusaders under Baldwin I. made
expeditions through the interior; but in 1183, they were finally expelled by Saladin.*
From this period Petra was unknown to Europeans for six centuries. At length
Volney, in his Syrian narrative (about 1785), told, as an Arab rumour, that on the
south of the Dead Sea there were more than thirty ruined towns. In 1806, Seetzen
passed round the south end of the Dead Sea, but without reaching Edom. In 1812,
Burcklbardt explored the Wady Mousa (Valley of Moses). The country has been
since largely explored by Laborde, Robinson, and other intelligent travellers.

! Reland, quoted by Robinson, ii. 563. * Abulf. Ann. Moham. i. 171.
4 Ritter, Gesch. 209. ¢ Gauf. Vinisauf, quoted by Robinson, ii. 568,
St i y

ARABS OF THE DESERT.
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EL DEIR.

THE general view of Petra strikes ev ery traveller with admiration. Even the least
enthusiastic break out into the language of astonishment, But an artist is the most
natural describer of the picturesque, and Mr. Roberts’s pen brings the chief objects
before the eye with a clearness and truth only second to his pencil. The follu\\uw are
extracts from his Journal :—

¢ March 6, 1839. We encamped in the centre of this extraordinary City. 1 did not
expect to be much surprised at Petra, after seeing Thebes. But the whole is far beyond
any idea which I had formed of it, in both magnitude and situation. The entire valley is
strewed with ruins; the architecture a combination of the Egyptian with the Greek and
loman. Its beauty grew on the eye- ot

I am more and more bewildered with the aspect of this extr: aordinary City. Not only
the City, which must be two miles in length by nearly the same in bres adth, but every
ravine has been inhabited, even to the tops of the mountains. The valley has been filled
up with public buildi lings, temples, triumphal arches, and bridges, all of which, with the
exception of one triumphal arch and one temple, are prostrate. Even of this temple the
portico has fallen. Those of the building: (or rather excavations in the rock) which remain
are rent by time, excepting the Khs sné, which probably owes its preservation to the
narrowness of the defile, and the deep recess in which it is situated. it

“ To-day, ac companied by a guard of Arabs, we wound our w ay up a steep ravine; a
broken staircase extending the whole ascent, which was nearly a mile. We at length
reached the object of our journey, which was a buil ding rarely visited, called El Deir
(the Convent). It is hewn out of the face of the rock, and is of ' greater magnitude than the
Khasne, being upwards of 100 feet in height. The capitals of the columns and the
cornices are in the rough block, the details never having been finished. In the interior,
facing the entrance, is a recess, with a platform ascended by two flights of steps, in the
centre of which once stood an Al tar, the place where it joined the wall being deLrI\
visible; and over it is painted a Cross, showing that it has been used as a Christian
Church.

“ Opposite, and on the summit of a high rock, are the ruins of what has been a

magnificent temple; the bases of the portico and colonnade on each side remain, with
the Adytum, hewn out of the solid roc k, and containing a beautiful ornamented recess.

In a vault underneath, is a e apital of one of the columns, in white marble, and in the
best taste.

El Deir stands a thousand feet above the level of the City. The view from this spot
is magnificent, comms anding a great extent of the vz alley of E1 Ghor; Mount Hor, with the
supposed Tomb of Aaron crowning its summit; and the whole of the defile leading to the

edifice, which is of the most romantic Lln,\(-npt]uu, winding among perpendicular rocks,




which turn the head giddy to look upon; while the site of the City itself is scen in all its
extent below. Though the ruins of this extraordinary place are immense, they sink into

insigniﬁmnce when cmnpm‘cd with these stupendous rocks. I often threw aside my
”

pencil, in despair of being able to convey any idea of the scene.

! Roberts's Journal.

ENCAMPMENT OF THE ALLOEEN IN WADY ARABA.

T northern part of this Wady is supp sed to be the Valley of Zin. The road traverses
narrow sandy ravines, bounded by vast crags of calcareous rock.
gr:\nd and awful; but here it is alternately melancholy and startling. The walls of rock
like the walls of some vast place of incarceration, but frequentl
It is the < frowning wilderness.” But

Solitude is sometimes

rise y torn and split into the
most rugged forms by earthquakes or the elements.

he wild goat and p‘.nhh‘,gv are sometimes to be seen: still the

this gradually improves, and t
blaze of the sun is fiery ; the lioht reflected from the rocks is blindir
and thirst rapidly becomes feverish and intolerable.

A late intelligent traveller? has remarked, that it is impossible to lo
the ghastly and almost unearthly desolation of this scene,
han we had ever before imagined.

breathing is painful,

round on
without feeli 1at the tr

of the Israelites were far greater t
this, it gives only an additional proof of the fitness of the Desert

while, by the Divine supply of food and water, the chief perils of

t
1q
and where could

obviated. The purpose was to make a new peoples
more directly :wmmpli,\lmd than in a vast and solitary ), into wl
could not enter, and where all the old habits of the people neces arily diec

1 Kinnear, Cairo &c. 67.
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EL KHASNE.

THe first object which meets the eye on the approach to Petra is a range of red sandstone
cliffs, apparently impenetrable; but the brook which flows into the centre of the City
passes through a narrow cleft, hidden behind a projection of the rock. Here is the
opening of the extraordinary chasm, which anciently formed the only avenue to the
City on this side. This is the Sik of Wady Mousa (the Valley of Moses).
The whole chasm exhibits the traces of a people lavish of ornament. A few steps
yond the entrance, a light and lofty arch crosses it, with niches sculptured in the
rock beneath, probably once intended for the reception of statues. The passage varies
from 12 to 40 Teet; the sides are perpendicular, rising from 80 to 250 feet, and sometimes
almost shuttiug out the sky. The fissure continues to descend, and the brook, which flows
through its whole distance, fills it with vegetation; oleanders crowd it; wild figs and
sks start from the crevices of the rock, and it is festooned with creeping plants. The
sides of the chasm exhibit continually the indefatigable taste and labour of this people of
sculptors.  Niches for statues, and tablets, evidently for bas-reliefs and inscriptions, are cut
in the rock, and the greater part of the whole passage must have exhibited the appearance
of a statue-gallery. To the stranger entering by this path, when Petra was in its day of
power, the sudden contrast between the savage dreariness of the Desert, and the luxurious
beauty and varfous magnificence of the City, with both its beauty and magnificence
animated by the multitude from all regions, which then crowded its streets, its temples,
and its theatres, must have been more like the work of magic than of man.

The entrance winds much, and other large fissures open from the sides, thus varying
this most singular avenue. ¢ The character of this wonderful spot, and the impression
which it makes,” says a writer, by no means idly addicted to emotion,! “is utterly
indescribable. I had visited the strange sandstone caves and streets of Adersbach,
and wandered with delight through the romantic dells of the Saxon Switzerland. But
they exhibit few points of comparison. All here is on a grander scale. We lingered
along this superb approach, forgetful of everything else, and taking no note of time. The
length is a long mile; we were forty minutes in passing thmng]l it in this (lcsuhm'}'
manner.”

The Sik terminates in a broader chasm, opening at right angles with it, and passing to
the nerth-west. From this point the most perfect and beautiful relic of the City bursts
upon the view—the Khasne (the treasure), a mname given to it by the Arabs, from
a tradition that it contains the treasure of Pharaoh, to whom they attribute ‘the building of
all extraordinary thing

The Khasné strikes all eyes, and the advantage of its position, which has greatly

' Robinson, Biblical Researches, ii, 518,




protectcd it from the effect of time, presents it in almost the perfection of its first day
It is universally acknowledged to be exquisitely beautiful, and to produc '

; 2 i a more powerful
impression than any surviv

ing monument even of Greece or Rome. Its style wants classic
purity, but the elegance of the general effect makes errors in detail trivial.
of a rich rose colour: the symmetry of

complete.  But the whole skill ef the

The stone is
its fagade is perfect; its preservation is almost
architect scems to have been devoted to the
first impression. "The interior is narrow and simple; from the vestibule the door opens
the rock; behind this is another smaller, and
small lateral chambers open from the large room and v estibule.

into a plain, lofty room, excavated in

Was this a Temple or a
Tomb? The general opinion is that it was the former. Yet would a Temple be placed in
the very rush and torrent of public life, or in a chasm which scarcely allow ed space for the

access of the worshipper, and almost prohibited the forms of sacrifice? But it stands in a

valley of tombs, and is only more stately than them all. If the genius of a splendid

City, a thousand years past away, could be enshrined, the memory of the loveliness and

grandeur of Petra could not have been transmitted by a nobler Mausoleum.

ANCIENT WATCH-TOWER.

Tms tower is a striking object, from its position on an overhanging mass of rock, rising
abruptly from the plain, on the left of the ravine by which Petra is approached through its
mountain barrier. Widely ov erlooking the Valleys of Bl Ghor and Akaba, it appears to
have been one of a chain of posts, or of sienal towers surrounding the City; an important
and customary prec aution in countries so liable to invasion.

The tower is hewn out of the solid rock, and contains two chambers, but entirely plain,
and without inscription or memorial of any kind.

Robinson observed similar structures in this quarter. Keeping on directly towards the
middle pass, Es-Sufah, near the foot of the mountain, he came to the ruins of a small post
or castle of hewn stones. it was obviously intended to guard the pass.! The Artist, on
leaving Petra by another route, saw the foundations of other towers of the same kind, and
apparently intended to keep up a chain of communication. This chain could be traced
nearly to Hebron, 11:\\'!iv1111n'1_\' in crossing the high ridge called Nukb al Sujah.®

. : > 5 3 Roberts's Journal.
1 Robinson, Biblical Researches, ii. 590. Roberts’s Journal




THE LOWER PORTION OF EL KHASNE,

Trs view partially gives the profile of El Khasné, The general architecture is Greek,
but mingled with the luxurious fancy and exuberant decoration of Asia; the whole
giving the impression of singular energy in the national taste, which could encounter
such difficulties, yet surmount them with such success, and combine its triumph over
the rudest forms of nature with such refinement of beauty.

Four Corinthian columns, thirty-five feet in ]!(’I'g]lt and three in diameter, supporting
an entablature or pediment richly ornamented, compose the portico. On each flank
stands a pilaster, and in the space between it and the last column is a colossal equestrian
group in alto relievo. The entablature is ornamented with es, connected by festoons
of flowers, and in the centre of the pediment stands an eagle with expanded wings.
The superstructure is more fanciful, It consists of a small circular temple, surrounded
with Corinthian pillars, and flanked by two smaller temples of the same order. On
the centre one stands the urn from which the bnilding derives its Arab name, the
Treasure, as the natives imagine it to contain the gold of Pharaoh, and ﬁ'cquonﬂy fire
at it, in the hope of ﬁ';u'mring the (Iqm,\itol'y. All the friezes and capitals are very
richly sculptured.!

The steps to the portico are broken, and covered with grass and wild flowers,
One column has been thrown down, and the relievi and statues are much decayed ;
but such is the magnitude of its general scale, and such is i ace, that those defects
scarcely strike the eye. The fine colour of the stone, which is a rich rose, and the
singular preservation of its most delicate carvings, give it the appearance of having
been erected but yesterday.

If the Khasné owes some of its effect to the suddenness with which it bursts
upon the sight, and the contrast which its fanciful design and the freshness of its
colour form with the rugwed and stern aspect of the surrounding precipices ; yet are
we not to regard even those circumstances as ev incing the singular skill of the des gners ?
The effect’ is described as fascinating.  «The idea of it,” says Robinson, was uppermost
in my mind during the day and all the night. In the morning I returned, and beheld
it with increased admiration.  There it stands as it has stood for ges, in beauty and
loneliness.  Its rich roseate tints, as T bade it farewell, were lighted up and gilded by
the beams of the morning sun, and I turned from it at length with an impression
which will be effaced only by death. :

The Artist’s farewell to the City touchingly and naturally expresses the influence
of the scene:—

“The Camels were loaded, and our caravan was in motion. I repeatedly turned

! Kinnear, Cairo, &c. ? Biblical Researches,




to look on this doomed City; so sad a memorial of Divine judgment, yet possessed
of a strength which must have scorned all human instruments of destruction; placed
in the bosom of impenetrable mountains, with walls so formed by nature, that to them

the works of man shrank into insignificance.  Though in the midst of deserts, its
climate is not snl‘p:x«wl by any in salubrity; the soil watered by numerous \tr.“zn:\\'
and its mountains cultivated to the very summits; the plain below covered with the
most splendid temples, and other public building; and the rocks themselves so filled
with excavations that they resound under the foot. Yet with all this, and with a
population of hundreds of thousands, all now is loneliness ; it 'y is almost unknown,
and the wandering Arab attributes its very existence to m\«"!'.:m:mumA”‘

! Roberts’s Journal.

THE ARCH CROSSING THE RAVINE.

Near the mouth of the chasm El Sik, an Arch, at a ¢ rable height, connects
the rocks on either side. Time has destroyed w ver evidence might have existed
of its actual purpose, and the question now is, whether it was for r yment
for defence, or for simple communication. But with on: ( whicl
seems to have neglected no opport ity of ex ibiting itself, > portior the
Arch is excavated into niche which, it ma

idols, the ]\l‘n‘u'n‘til\f: deities of this extraordin

or barrier built of large square stones, show that
intrusted to more sufficient gu ians.

Petra, though deserted, is not antrodden; a rude and infrequent traffic
through it still; and it happe ned, that while the Artist was employed on this sketch,
a caravan from Gaza, consisting of forty cam Is on tl way to Maan on the Damascus

road, passed through the ravine.




THE EASTERN END OF THE VALLEY.

Ix advancing towards the termination of the valley, two masses of scul pture peculiarly
attract the eye.  One, the more distant in the present view, resembling the Khasne,
but having eight Corinthian pillars. The edifice in front is of larger dimensions,
and has four entrances, adorned by pilasters and ornaments in the florid style. - A
part of the work has fallen down, probably in some carthquake, but it still has four
stories, with a row of fourteen pilasters extending across each of the three upper ones.
Only three pilasters of the highest tier, however, remain. The excavations within
form four apartments; but they are totally destitute of decoration, and they all contain
simple recesses, of whose purpose nothing distinct is known.  Travellers have, in
general, pronounced them ¢ either temples or tombs.” But while this indecision lasts,
there still is room for conjecture; and the writer of these pages conceives, that their
primary purpose was neither. That places of public worship should be formed in
the face of cliffs, some a thousand feet above the City, and almost inaccessible to
the frequent approach of the people ; without the space in front, or the depth within,
which were essential to all ancient worship, whether Eastern or Western, seems
improbable; and that these places of worship should be multiplied almost in every
direction seems equally improbable.  We are to remember also, that the actual City
was below, in a valley of two miies every way, where we still discover vestiges of the
public buildings. It is in this extensive area that we are naturally to look for the site of
edifices so important, and in such constant public use, as the temples of heathenism.

The opinion now offered is, that the ms yority of those sculptured excavations were
for the sole purpose of gratifying the eye; a mnoble indulgence of the national taste
for ornament, a natural and fine employment of the superfluous wealth of an active
and opulent people compressed within a bound: ary, narrow but singularly adapted for
the most novel and magnificent decoration. In other sites, the wealth of cities flows
into the surrounding landscape. Jut Petra saw round it only a circle of cliffs, from
three hundred to a thousand feet high; those cliffs rugged, and forming the strongest
contrast to the profuse elegance of an Oriental City, reared by the richest traffic in
the world.  The Citizens, unable to pass beyond their barrier, converted it into
]unml‘\: exchanged the wildness of its rocks for resemblances of the most graceful
and stately architecture ; and thus surrounded themselves with that picturesque, singular,
and xlrM\ embellished scenery, which, to this hour, excites the admiration of mankind.

Nor is it necessary to the conception, that this embellishment should have begun

in any public design of the community. An unemployed architect, finding an easily

wrought material, open to all, might have naturally adopted it to display his ability,
in a position conspicuous to every eye. An opulent and childless citizen might have
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thus exhibited his taste, or transmitted his memory. The example set by individual

caprice might have been followed by public munificence. The habits of ancient times
were l'ﬁghly favourable to the conjecture. The want of those innumerable channels
bq’ which supcrﬂunns wealth finds its pruducti\'c discharge in our day; the local pride
of small commonwealths ; the love of public decoration congenial to climates where
nothing decays, and where the pupulutiuu live in the open air; and the actual existence
of the finest monuments of the ancient world in their unmutilated beauty, naturally
stimulated the popular spirit to respond to a call so deep as that uttered by the
stupendous grandeur of the rocks of Petra. ;
That some of those excavations may, in after ages, have been used as temples or
tombs 1s perfectly 1)\Jssib‘e. That they may have been used as dwellings is probable, for
such is the course of a declining state; pauperism readily takes refuge in a shelter which
costs it nothing. But that the original and general purpose was the gratification of
public taste — the expenditure of national means on the most striking and .~\»lvmlinl
national ornament, and the conversion of a rude and savage circumvallation into a
circle of the most superb imagery of Europe and Asia; if but a conjecture, is one
not unsuitable to the incomparable eftect before the eye, to the striking locality, or

the operation of a people of genius and power-

TOMB OF AARON, SUMMIT OF MOUNT HOR.

Axoxnc the hills in the np\»mz\cl\ to Petra, the most striking is Mount Hor, from its
boldness and height, and still more, from its connexion with Seripture. The ascent
to the supposed Tomb of Aaron, which stands on its brow, occupies about an hour,
and in its latter portion is extremely steep, often requiring to be climbed on the
hands and knees. In many parts, where it would have been otherwise imlnumiu\\\l«u
the steepness is relieved by flights of stairs. The upper clefts of the mountain are
enriched with a large growth of juniper and other shrubs; and on the summit is a
grotto, in which a kind of Arab hermit dwelt for forty years, the greater
had no successor.

part within

the present century. He has lately died and seems to have
The Tomb is alluded to prior to the Crusades; it is in a vault, an
a building similar to 2 Mahometan saint’s Sepulchre.

] for l«wwrl‘\ul‘ml\

it has long been enclosed in
An iron grating once pmtccml it from the unhallowed touch, but it has been broken
ach.  The visitors, however, are compelled to descend

down, and all may DOW appro

into the vault with naked feet; an embarrassing
scorpions. It is still much resorted to by

necessity, in 2 place which may

naturally be supposctl to breed vipers and
the Christian pilgrims, and is held in yeneration even by the Mahometan.

Vor. IL




THE THEATRE.

Tms view exhibits another of the wonders of Petra, The Stream of Wady Mousa,
here turning to the south, enters a ravine gradually narrowing. The cliffs are perforated,
as usual, with numberless excavations; but the largest labour of this order, and the one
which most directly meets the eye on entering the City from the eastward, is the
Theatre.  Its form, parts, and dimensions, are still ascertainable. The diameter of
the Podium is 120 feet,! the number of rows of seats is 33, and of the Cunei 3; and
as the benches are capable of containing about 100 persons each, the entire would thus
give room for upwards of 3000. Behind the upper bench runs a mnarrow corridor.
The Scena was built, and not excavated; the whole, therefore, has fallen. But the
bases of four columns remain on its interior face.  All the rest was hewn out of
the living rock. Above the highest row of the seats are small chambers excavated
in the clifft. The Theatre fronts the east-north-east. From the upper or southern
front is obtained, perhaps, the most striking view in the whole valley.  The opposite
or eastern cliff, as it here skirts the track, is low; while above it, farther back, is
another higher precipice, extending towards the north.?

The Engraving affords a view of the general height of the cliffs enclosing the
Ravine which leads to the City. Its entrance and its termination were alike defended

by small fortresses formed in the rock, but now ruined by earthquakes. Immediately
facing the Ravine, and on the left of the spectator, is a rock, formerly crowned by

a circular Monument, of which but the lower portion remains.’ The ancients knew
the power of first impression, and in all their cities seem to have studied to render
the entrance most impressive. But the site of their City supplied the Petraans with
singular advantages, which they employed to the utmost. In entering Petra on this
side, the eye of the stranger was met by a succession of objects the most novel, bold,
and striking.  He first saw this Monument, probably a noble tower, suspended above
his head. He next saw the Theatre, an immense work of wealth and labour, which
though now reduced to the simple excavation of the seats, we may justly suppose
to have possessed the pil nd the portico, with every decoration which could embellish
the most favoured resort of a splendid people. ~ Above both Monument and Theatre,
he followed both excavations of the richest and most fantastic style, ascending to the
summit of the cliffs, and those cliffs themselves exhibiting the hues of painted scenery
on the most colossal scale. Even now, in all its desolation, all is beautiful. Nature
has hung the rocks with prodigal and glowing vegetation ; where the sculptured ornament
has mouldered away, the shrub and the flower have partially supplied its loss,—have
festooned the cliff, and coloured and tissued the ruin.

! Trby and Mangles. * Biblical Researches, ii. 521. * Roberts’s Journal,
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MOUNT HOR, FROM THE CLIFFS ENCIRCLING PETRA.

Tus view was taken from a great height. On the evening previous to his entering
Petra, the Artist scaled one of the hills, which promised to give him a glimpse of the
great object of his journey. But on reaching the summit, he found himself in the
midst of a region of hills, His disappointment was amply repaid by the general scene.
The view was magnificent, commanding EI Ghor and the Wady Arabah, while above
him towered the naked majesty of Mount Hor, and around and beneath lay the rocks
of Mount Seir, bathed in the splendours of an Eastern sunset.!

But an interest more powerful than any which can arise from mere beauty or

grandeur of landscape is connected with the scene. It is impossible to forget, that

on this spot was transacted one of the most solemn events of Scriptt that in the
ravines and plains immediately surrounding the spectator, the ) of 1 was
pitched ; that on the wild declivity before the eye, trod the r of the chosen
people, ascending to be present at the death which was so significant of his own; and
that on its summit, and in the sight of the ¢ sembled ne , the fir priest
of Israel surrendered his office and passed to g

! Roberts's Journal.




RUINS OF A TRIUMPHAL ARCH.

It is to be remembered that against Petra itself the Divine denunciation has been
explicitly fulfilled. The whole area of the valley is a bed of ruins. The “line of
confusion and the stones of emptiness” are scarcely more than the obvious expression
for the havoc of the actual City. Though the fabrics, such as they were, formed
from the rocks, are nearly indestructible, and will excite the wonder of many a future
age,—DBozrah has become “a desolation, a waste and a curse.”

The Arch-way in the Engraving, in the lower Roman style, is little more than
a heap of stones. There appears to have been a central arch with two side ones,
opening upon the esplanade which extended from the Theatre to the Doric edifice
immuli:ltcly under the rock of the Acropolis.  In front a bridge, of which a portion
remains, crossed the stream.  On the hill are considerable ruins of temples and other
public buildings, and portions of the esplanade still sweep round its base.!

Among the relics of the Arch lies a large stone, bearing a figure with expanded
wings, which probably occupied a place on the Arch. From the pilasters and the
fragments scattered round, the whole structure seems to have been loaded with ornament.2
This profusion, and the Greco-Roman character of the sculptured fronts in various
instances, render it more than probable that the City was the object of considerable
decoration by its Western masters, from the second century, when it first became
a Roman province. But the Roman style was unfit to mingle with the Petrsan.
Both were lavish of ornament; but the former was often lavish without luxuriance
and costly without grandeur. The latter, alike from the magnitude of its scale and
scene, was never rich without being superb nor simple without being sublime.

The fulfilment of the prophecy does ot require that this extraordinary and once
beautiful City should be either wholly untrodden by man, or a place of unexampled
horror.  The denunciation which condemns it to eternal flame® seems to regard it
only as a general representative of heathen blasphemy.  But the peculiar allusions
to its fall are perfectly compatible with a certain degree of habitancy. The Fellaheen,
or Arabs, who haunt its cliffs and chasms, amount to several hundreds. It is not
wholly destitute of quadrupeds; the camel is everywhere in Arabia, and the wild
goat browses among its recesses; the eagle soars above its coloured pinnacles ; partridges
and pigeons wing the lower air; the note of the blackbird, and many of the smaller

songsters, is heard; and in the season of flowers the sheltered chasms and the sides

of the rocks are covered with bloom and filled with fragrance.  But the inhabitants
are the savage and the robber, and civilization is gone for ever.
¢ Hear the counsel of the Lord that He hath taken against Edom ; and his purposes,

! Roberts’s Journal. * Kinnear, 150 ? Isaiah xxxiv.
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that He hath purposed against the inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the flock

¥ as k
shall draw them out: surely He shall make their habitations desolate with them. The
earth is moved at the noise of their fall, at the ery the noise thereof was heard in the

Red Sea. Behold, He shall come up as the eagle, and spread his wings over Bozrah.”

Jeremiah, xlix. 20

CONFERENCE OF

Tre Engraving gives a conception of the manner in which the more serious affairs
of the natives are conducted. A party of the Fellaheen Arabs had come armed,
to demand their share of the piastres which had been paid by the Artist and his
fellow-travellers for protection; a violent altercation ensued, and 150 piastres were
obtained from their former extortioner, old Abed, who pulled the money from his
bosom, and dashing it on the ground, cursed them and their fathers to the lowest
depths of Jehenmem,” (Gehenna).!

To this succeeded a scene curiously contrasted in its quiet and formality. One

of the Fellaheen was cha red with having stolen an ass, and the three sheiks were

called on to give judgment in the case. The whole party now seated themselves
1

on the ground, and old Abed, who had just divided spoil with suc vy reluctance,

“upcnc«\ the court” with @ gravity, by reciting a part of the introductory chapter
of the Koran, and what seemed some of the Bedouin laws; all which was listened to in

silence and with g attention. While speaking, he held a drawn sword in his hand.

When he concluded, the sword was taken up by another spe: another, and so

on, none attempting to interrupt the holder of the sword. When the decision was
]

given, the Fellaheen suddenly and quietly disappeared among the rocks.

1 Kinnear, Cairo and Petra. Roberts’s Journal.




THE KUSR FARON.

Turs gives the central view of the City. On the right lic the ruins of the Triumphal
Arch, whose site was near the brook, and fronting to the east. Its style is florid and
corrupt. It seems to have formed the approach to the Palace, or pile of building
in the centre, called by the Arabs Kusr Faron (Pharaoh’s Castle). Its age is dubious,
but it has the distinction of being the only structure of mason-work now standing in
the valley. Joists of wood are, in different parts, let in among the courses of stone,
intended, doubtless, to receive the fastenings for ornaments of stone or stucco. The
walls are chiefly entire, but the columns of the northern front, which were composed
of separate pieces, are gone. The distribution of the interior into chambers and stories
shows that it was not a temple. This edifice, even in its dismantled state, has an
interest, from its probably supplying some idea of the general architecture of the larger
buildings of Petra. South of the Kusr stands a lone pillar, the last of a temple, of
whose other pillars the fragments lie scattered around. Those objects are the only
relics in the midst of a great tract of ruins. The course of the brook, when it has
emerged from the Chasm, is through a strip of level land, on the north and south
of which the ground rises into irregular eminences, and those again backed by a steeper
ascent. It is this lower tract, half a mile square, which formed the actual circuit of
the original City; the access being open on the north and south, where, however, we
may presume that it was defended by walls, and the east and west being shut in by
the cliffs, and capable of being approached only by the “Chasms.”* The site was
thus “an area in the bosom of a mountain, swelling into mounds, and intersected
with gullies, but the whole ground of such a nature as might be conveniently built
upon, and with neither ascent nor descent inconveniently steep.”

The whole area was once evidently occupied with buildings. Along the immediate
edge of the stream, its wintry violence has cleared away the ruins; but higher up,
the whole space on both sides is covered with foundations and fragments. The stones
are hewn, and the houses must have been solid and well built. They cover a space
perfectly capable of accommodating thirty or forty thousand inhabitants.

To the left of the Kusr Faron is the rock which Laborde regards as the site of the
Acropolis.  The conjecture is probable, from tne commanding position of the rock,
and from the known habit of ancient nations to have a place of strength in the midst

of their cities. But there is no further evidence. The c ag is now inaccessible, though

this does not preclude ascent in more ancient times. The Artist thinks that he discovered
fragments of building on its summit.

The rising ground on the left and front is covered with ruins

! Biblical Researches, ii. 523. # Irby and Mangles. * Roberts’s Journal.
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in age:
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unwearied variety of such 1
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more, probably, remaining to reward the rese:

S ——

All the impressions created by the general aspect of this City- are characteristic and

i : "

The choice of the site may have been natural to a people desirous of security
s of violence; for such a position, defended by resolute men, must have Ivau
o F_— 7 3 i ;

The sublimity was the work of Nature; but the taste, the labour, and
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is not so much in
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stence of any one work of surpassing stateliness, as in their multitude, in the
abours along the whole extent of the perpendicular rocks
area, and throughout the lateral valleys and chasms, the entrances
inable style of architecture; many

ch of travellers in safer times.!

! Biblical Researches, ii

EXCAVATIONS AT THE EASTERN END OF THE VALLEY.

Tue cliff opposite to the Theatre is largely excavated, but among those works the
The front presents

en in the Vignette is of superior des and preservation.

one giv
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THE RAVINE.

Tms view is taken from the Theatre, and represents the Excavations in the opposite
cliffs; and the continuation of the chief eastern entrance to the City. The face of
the rock is perforated in every accessible spot; and the prominent masses seem to

have borne towers, and other defences of the pass. The bottom was flagged with I

stones, not unlike the great Roman ways. But their level is now much broken up.

Laborde conceiving that these excavations are tombs, remarks on the singular
neighbourhood of this scene of mortality to the animation of the Theatre. « What
a strange habit of mind,” he observes, “the people of Petra must have possessed, thus
to familiarize themselves so constantly to the idea of Death; as Mithridates (1) accustomed
himself to poison, in order to become insensible to its effects.”?

Yet it is by no means clear, that any of these excavations were originally meant
for tombs. For the excavations in the acknowledged Cemetery, outside the City, are
not merely on a much smaller scale, but of a different form, being generally niches,
cut into the shape of a coffin, and frequently in pairs, as if for members of the same
family, and also frequently covered with mould and verdure; in all those points resem-
bling the tombs surrounding Jerusalem; while within the Ravine they exhibit no
imitation of the shape of the coffin, no verdure, nor any other covering than dust,
nor that dust any other trace than those of the serpent and the lizard.?

The picturesque effect of the scene is less open to disputation. The rocks present
an endless variety of colours, varying from crimson to the softest rose, and sometimes
verging into orange and yellow; those are sometimes exhibited in broad stripes, changing
and blending into each other like the hues of shot silk. But the general contrast of
the cliffs with the sculptures singularly strikes the eye. Nature in her most savage
wildness is brought into immediate connexion with art, sometimes capricious and romantic,
but often graceful, and always new. All above is a succession of vast crags, battlements
shaped by time and tempest, and sheets of colouring, which time and tempest may have
only brightened.  All below is a succession of colonnades, porticoes, and corridors; some
approaching the purity of the Greek, and others mingling the styles of East and West;
some minute and delicate, others broad, bold, and colossal ; and all displayed with the
rich effect of an Eastern climate, and in positions affording every advantage of light
and shade.

In those examples of every style two are predominant, the Egyptian and the Roman-
Greek; the former visible in the frequent recurrence of truncated pyramidal forms,
and the slightly inclined fronts and sides of the more massive monuments; the latter in the
general floridness of decoration in the remaining columns, architraves, and bas-reliefs of
the ruins which cover the site of the city, and in the principal sculptures of the rocks.

! Laborde. * Roberts’s Journal.
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Those styles may be accounted for, by the intercourse of a people of opulent trader
with the chief sources of ancient commerce. Its connexion with the ]‘1 :ri- “’l‘ \}:5
naturally determined it to the solid and ve dignity of the architecture }11' :; »“Ml (
and Thebes. Its connexion with the Greek Isles, zm(ll\\ ith Ttaly, through its ~\\\A1' Kj\l-llrj'“\
by the Ceesars, would as naturally determine its adoption ui“ 'l\w € «“ mw‘“f-‘;'f.“‘ h-m
and the imperial exuberance of Rome. : > e

The geol of the Mountains of Edom offers a wide field. Argillaceous rock forms
the base, lofty masses of porphyry constitute the body, and long li:nwmnv ridges \'\h'ln‘l
above all. The porphyry cliffs average 2000 feet above the Arabah. \\':ul\" A\‘Inn\-\
is about the same height above it, and the limestone ridges may rise 3000 foet. '1']1‘0
whole breadth of the Mountain tract between the Arabah :u;d the Desert is under
twenty geographical miles.!

! Biblical Researches, il. 551.

THE NECROPOLIS.

In the valley which conducts to Petra, and which lies outside the ¢« Chasm,” is the
chief Cemetery. The ravine suddenly narrows to a space of about fifty yards, shut

in by sandstone cliffs forty or fifty feet hich. Here commences the Necropol The

richt: they are numerous, but the first which peculiarly

tombs begin immediately on the
strike the eye are three on the right, strongly re sembling those
Jehoshaphat. They are isolated masses of rock, fifteen or twenty fe
1 leaving a passage of several feet between. In one f them is a

Another has columns, but too much defaced

, cut away

from the cliffs, anc

small sepulchral chamber, with a low door.

to leave their order discoverable.  These tombs differ from those of Absalom and
Zechariah chiefly in their being flat-roofed, 1 in their sides being slightly inclined
mentioned by Bur Jkhardt. A little farther on the left,

in the Egyptian style. They are
Immediately over this is

in the face of the cliff, is a tomb with six Jonic colun
another, bearing four slender pyramids, sculptured on the rock, the
of the kind here.

The valley then contracts more and more
& Btraet of) tombs. The rocks are of red s
the Engravin is curious, from its giving some idea o
The cornices and archi . with the capital
probably of some rich

into” the sandstone, and were

The whole must once have been a scene of stately melancholy.

t Biblical Rescarches, iii. 415.
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THE SITE OF PETRA.

Tis Engraving gives a general representation of the area which opens to the spectator on
emerging from the “ Chasm” by which he enters on the East. It shows the forms of the
cliffs bounding the City on that side, with the various levels of the ground on which it
stood.  The course of the stream marks the direction of probably the chief Street, or
Forum, as it was evidently covered over (though the winter floods have long since forced
their way through the covering); and the nature of the ruins near the stream shows that
this causeway was bordered with stately buildings. On its northern side are the remaj 5
of a Temple of large dimensions ; the bases of the colonnade displnying the probable extent
of its front.” On the southern, the site of a magnificent portico is discoverable; and
at the confluence of a brook flowing from the north, with the stream, are the remmants of a
circular build'ng standing at the extremity of a broad terrace. In the bed of this brook
were found the arm and shoulder of a statue, in marble, and the marble capital of a
Corinthian pillar, of the purest taste, and obviously differing from the general style
of Petrman sculpture.?

It was while the Artist and his companions were sojourning in the centre of this area
(where the tents are seen), that they met the appropriate adventure of being plundered,
apparently by their own escort. On the third day of their stay, they had received
a warning, in the open seizure of some of their camp-furniture, which the thief, on
escaping up the precipice, flourished triumphantly over his head, promising a speedy
return “for something else.” The chief of the escort pretended extreme indignation
at the robbery, but the robber was not to be found. We give this little narrative in
Mr. Kinnear’s words:—

“The night was cloudy, with p ing showers; and our servants told us, that the
Alloeens, ecting heavy rain during the night, had removed to one of the large
excavations in the neighbourhood. About midnight I was awakened by loud cries of ‘El
Arab! Robbers! robbers !’ repeated in half-a-dozen voi English and Arab. I started
up; but on running out, no one was to be seen except our own pa The robbery was
certainly boldly and cleverly executed. One or two of the tent-pins had been drawn on
the outside. In this manner the thief had crept in, and deliberately selected such articles
as were of most importance to these wild people: a pair of pistols, a bag of powder and
balls, a shot-belt, and a box of wax-candles ! To add to our discomfort, we could not help
suspecting that Hassein himself had connived at the robbery: he had long coveted the
pistols.”  Tis removal of the guard; his requesting that the lantern should remain lighted,
thereby facilitating the movements of the thief; and his own remaining in the tent, to
induce them to sleep in security, were nearly proof. The adventure shows the craftiness of
these “children of nature,” and how little faith is to be placed in the virtues of the Bedouin.

In closing these descriptions of Petra, it must be observed, that if its beauty and

sublimity have been exaggerated, they are the ex ations of intelligent individuals

who have been upon the spot; and who have been unanimous in their admiration. It is
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even not improbable that some of its finest monuments remain to be discovered. The
mountains cover the country ; they are penetrated with chasms in all din-t:tiun: 'm.d tho:i'
e '3 o 1 11Ins . Ve - e )

se chasms at the western end of the valley that
the unsuspected beauty of El Deir was discovered, through fragments of fallen rlit\"- and
an ascent of successive terraces, reached by successive ‘ﬂi(_lht; of steps, “one nt" ,\l‘mm
extending over a space of a thousand feet.” The chief n\xsim:lm however, l:ns exisfed in the
extortion and ferocity of the Arabs; but a vigorous government would soon remove that
obstacle: and, perhaps, no spot on earth would more amply repay a taste fitted to enjoy the
noblest combinations of Art and Nature—that <-n]i;_f|ncnml curiosity which takes an interest
in the history of human genius—or those still higher ﬁl*cling;. which do homage to
Providence, love to trace its solemn path through the times :u‘ul trials of m‘.mkim( and
from the desolated magnificence and blighted beauty of nations long past away, ‘111';:\\

the high moral for the warning and the wisdom of their own.

FORTRESS OF AKABAH, ARABIA PETRZEA.

Tris Fortress is situated at the head of the Gulf of Akabah, on the Red Sea, and lies in
the usual route of travellers who visit Petra from Egypt, taking Mount Sinai and other
places of Biblical interest on their way.

The present Fortress was built in the sixteenth century, by the Sultan El Ghoury of
Egypt. It is square, with strong angular towers, and contains a garrison of thirty men.
from which it is separated only
1Is of tolerably good water,

It stands near the sea-shore, by a erove of date-trees.
of its position is derived from its wel 1
for the supply of provisions to the pilgrims

Mecca. The Artist made careful

The chief advantage
within and without the Fort. It is a depbt f
who accompany the great caravans to and from

\ation of the wells, in
before the sixteenth century,
though there is little doubt that it occupies the site of Blath-Ailah, or ZElana; from this
of the Alanitic Gulf, given to f the sea. Aflana
were conquered by Dav id.  After

researches, and even examir arch of evidence, from s ulptured
but without success;'

remains or inscriptions, of its history
name was probably derived that this arm o
was probably a city near the port of the Edomites, who

i 2 o 1 " oL o rce
him Solomon made here an im 1e so much extended maritime commerce

portant port, when I

in the East.
f ancient structures.

There are many tumu

li near Akabah; heaps formed by the ruins o
sharp shelving rc cks forbi
lies the Island of

shallow, and 1 the idea that
on the other side of the Bay,

The Artist thinks, with

The water on the coast is very
the ancient port was at Akabah ; near it,
Graia, offering a most favourable position for a nav L station.
great probability, that this was the Ezion-Geber of Scripture, Elath was the

entrepot of its commerce.
' Roberts’s Journal
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ISLAND OF GRAIA, GULF OF AKABAH.

Turs name has been given to the Island by Laborde; why, it is difficult to say. The
Beni-Sa’id Arabs called it ¢ Ascala el Dair,” from the ruins of a Castle or Convent
which exist on it, and which was occupied, according to the Arabs, before the times
of the Crusades. Their tradition is, that a great City once existed in the Island, with
a magnificent harbour, and that the entrance was defended by a chain, which was
stretched across four or five miles! and tribute paid by all vessels entering. Now,
not a solitary sail is ever seen. The waters teem with fish; but only one man was
seen at Akabah pursuing fishing as an employment; he sat across a log of wood, and
used two palm-branches as oars; yet he caught a great number of excellent fish, and
supplied the Caravan of the Artist’s party with a great treat after the fare of the
Desert.!

Whether the site of Akabah, or of the ruined City on the Island, be that of the
great port of the Edomites (the probability is in favour of the latter)—still this locality
is interesting, as associated with sacred history. Elath was not retained by the Jews
more than 150 years after the conquest of the Edomites, by David. In the reign of
Joram they revolted,? but were defeated by him, and again rebelled. Under Azariah,
the power of the Jews was re-established; he is said to have built and restored Elath
to Judah; but it was taken by Rezin, King of Syria,? in the reign of Ahaz, and
never again recovered by the Jey Elath afterwards fell into the hands of the Ptolemies,
then of the Romans, the Greek Emperors, the Arabians, the Sultans of Egypt, the
Turks, and finally of Mehemed Ali. Its importance was destroyed by the change in
the course of commerce, which, instead of finding its great outlet to the Mediterranean
at Tyre, took the Western arm of the Gulf to Alexandria.

Burckhardt, on the authority of Makrizi, the Egyptian historian, says, that it was
once the frontier station of the Greeks; that here formerly existed a triumphal arch
of the Cewmsars; and that, in the time of the Islam, a fine town, inhabited by the
Beni-Omeya, containing many mosques. It was taken by the Franks during the
Crusades; but Saladin recovered it, by transporting ships upon camels from Cairo.
Near Akabah was a large handsome town, called Afzyoun (according to the name,
Ezion-Geber), and this supports the idea that Elath and Ezion-Geber were distinct
cities.

De Laborde, on his journey to Petra, determined to visit the Island of Graia, upon
which no European had set foot since the time of the Crusades. He and his companions
constructed a rude raft, for the people possessed no vessel on those waters by which

they could reach it. They landed in safety; reached the ruins of the Fortress on

* Roberts’s Journal, ? 2 Kings, viii. 20-22. * 2 Kings, xvi. G
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the Island; made a survey, and walked round the Island, which they found to have
a circumference of about 1800 English feet. De Laborde found a i:\x'gt' excavation,
intended for a reservoir, and a finely-constructed cistern, which from its *Il'\l;'llll\' appeared
to be of a date anterior to the Fortress. His sketch of the history of Graia is very
short;—after having been a kind of suburb to Elath, from the earliest period of thvo
navigation of this Gulf, and its defence against tribes which it was difficult to subdue;
it became the theatre of Christian valour in the time of the Crusades; but was wholly
abandoned about the fourteenth century. ;

The forms of the Island and its ruins, backed by the distant range of mountains, and
the effect under which they are represented, give great beauty to this highly picturesque
subject. i

CONVENT OF ST. CATHERINE, MOUNT SINAL

Tms Convent has been built in the form of a square fortress of hewn granite, and
flanked with towers, of which one or two have cannon. Thus situated; in a country
where, from the general helplessness of the Monks, it would not remain unmolested
by the Arabs for a single day, its strength forms the chief security of the inhabitants ;
, about

for it is accessible only by a projecting trap-door, guarded by another of ir

thirty feet above the ground. The means of access are a with a

loop at the end, to which travellers fasten themselves, and are [ up. The
Convent is large, and resembles a small town, containing many b eral courts,
and storehouses, a Mosque, with a minaret! and a Chapel celel as t
in the land. It has an inexhaustible supply of pure water, from ell, which
Brethren point out to the traveller that Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, to
which the great lawgiver led his flocks,? while he was yet living in obs urity in Midian.
The Convent has been built upon > spot

Almighty first manifested Himself to Moses, and { it of the burning
bush, ¢ Cast off thy shoes, for the spot whereon tho round.”

From the sacred character of the spot, many

to tradition, the

and anchorites established
themselves in re s in these Mountains as early as t century; but tradition
relates, that the Convent was stab 1 by Justinian,

small Church had been built by the Empress Helena.

\ The Mosque, a i
who gave the Monks
and highly vencrate

: Exodus, iii. 1.




ENCAMPMENT OF THE AULAD-SA’ID.

T'ms scene represents the arrival of the caravan of the Artist and his companions,
in the country, and at the tents of the Aulad-Sa’id. They were friendly with the
Beni-Sa’id, under whose guidance and protection he travelled.! The Aulad-Sa’id were
encamped close to the base of Mount Serbal. The Mountain is red granite, without
a trace of vegetation; and rises majestically to the height of five thousand feet. The
powerful tribe which finds its home in this district has been the guardian of the
Convent of St. Catherine, from perhaps the period of its foundation. One of the
travellers on this occasion thus describes the general appearance of the Arab community.
“At five o’clock we arrived at the encampment of the Aulad-Sa’id. Our painted
pavilions looked a little out of place beside the black Arab tents, which were more
in character with the dark and wild mountains which formed the back-ground of
the picture, and the wild figures who were moving about. The whole scene was
quite patriarchal in its character, and carried the mind back to the times when men
were hunters, and shepherds in the field, and dwellers in tents. A kid had been killed
for us, and our servants were busy, cooking it at a fire in the open air: before one
of the tents, two women, seated on the gronnd, were grinding at a small hand-mill, one

turning the stone, while the other poured in the corn: at another, a girl was baking

the Arab bread for us. The camels, relieved from their burthens, were cropping
the scanty herbage around the tents: troops of boys and girls were driving home
the goats from their pasture in the neighbouring valleys; and although some of the
highest peaks were still lighted by the setting sun, the moon was beginning to shed a
sweet silvery light over the valley.”?

“ Here,” says Robinson, « was a fine view of Mount Serbal: as thus seen it presents
the appearance of a long, thin, lofty ridge of granmite, with numerous points or peaks,
of which there are reckoned five principal ones, the whole being strictly what the Germans
call a Kdamm. We saw it now in the bricht beams of a morning sun, a grand and
noble object, as its rugged peaks were defined upon the deep azure beyond. . . . . .
Here the interior peaks of the great circle of Sinai began to open upon us— black,
rugged, desolate summits; and as we advanced, the dark and frowning front of Sinai
itself' (the present Horeb of the Monks) began to appear.  We were still gradually
ascending, and the valley gradually opening; but as yet all was a naked desert.
Afterwards, a few shrubs were sprinkled round, and a small encampment of black
tents was seen on our right, with camels and goats browsing, and some asses belonging
to the Convent. The scenery through which we now passed, reminded me strongly
of the Mountains around the Mer de Glace, in Switzerland. I had never seen a
spot more wild and desolate.”3

But it is to be recollected that, although in these Sketches the customary names
of the Mountains have been adopted, their claims as the sites of the Delivery of the
Law have excited much learned discussion. Jebel Mousa, the Sinai of the Monks,
exhibits features incompatible with the Sacred History ; Jebel Katerin, the loftier peak
of Horeb (which is now regarded as the original name of the range), seems scarcely

' Roberts’s Journal. “Kinnear's Cairo, Petra, and Damascus. ¢ Biblical Rescarches, 1. 125, 130,




less incompatible. It has been strongly argued,! that the true Mountain of the I
was Mount Serbal, anciently named Paran; the most conspicuous -and‘th»ﬂf s g l"ﬂ“‘
in the entrance to the Wilderness; a Mountain, wholly sopamtc.l;f subl'( ]Ml’ »“ ].'!UCt
and of the most striking form and magnitude. ’ i
To a pcople whose entire living generation had seen only the level lands of Egypt
the Israelite mavch into this region of mountain magnificence, with itg. c]nrxn- 1“1
splintcred peaks and profound valleys, must have been a 1‘)01’1»&\1;;1 source of A' ltm‘\ixlhn‘tl‘“t
and awe. No mnobler school could have been conceived, for training a mti‘«m o!: \1-\‘\':~
into a nation of freemen, or weaning a people from the l_{m.\'.\m:\' of irhsl:\tr\" 1‘«) a
sense of the grandeur and power of the Gon alike of Nutur;* and Mind. i :

! Note in the Pictorial Bible.

ROCK OF MOSES, WADY-EL-LEJA, MOUNT HOREB.

Wapy-eL-LEIA is a narrow Valley running up into the Mountains, and containing
the deserted Convent of El-Arbain. It lies parallel to the valley containing the Convent
of St. Catherine, and is West of Horeb. The view from the entrance gives one of
the finest aspects of the granite range, the front of Horeb rising perpendicularly to
the height of nearly fifteen hundred feet.!

The “Rock of Moses” is, from its size, a remarkable object: it rests isol
where it has fallen from the eastern Mountain above. t f red granite, hard
enough to account for the expression, “a rock of flint.”2  According to recent
measurement, it is fifteen feet long, ten feet wide, and twelve feet high® Down
the front of this Rock, in an oblique direction, runs a seam, twelve or fourteen inches
broad, of apparently a softer material; the Rock, also, las ten or twelve deep horizontal
crevices, at nearly equal distances from each other. «(On close examination,” says
the Artist, <1 felt convinced that they were not artificial, from the nature of the
Rock. I think it must have formed the vault of a cave or recess, through which
water had oozed for ages, and left the pre rance.”*

jated with Scripture is regarded in

The reverence with which every

o
is strikingly observable here.  This mass

these regions by pilgrims and travel
of stone is believed to be the actual Rock which was struc k by Moses at the com and
of the Lorp, when water gushed forth to supply the Tsraclites in the De

I will stand before thee there, upon the rock
and there shall come water out of it, that
in the sight of the elders of Israel.”® The A bs also call it the Rocl

in Horeb; and thou shalt
le may drink. And Moses

eople
P
relic is scarcely

the reverence of the Bedouins for the
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INTERIOR OF THE CHAPEL OF ST. CATHERINE.

“Tms View,” says the Artist, “represents the interior of probably the oldest znd
the richest of all the Eastern churches; its remote and sacred situation, its strength
of structure and position, and the deep veneration in which it is held by Mahometans
as well as Christians, have favoured its preservation, and secured it in the possession
of its riches and relics. From its foundation in the sixth century, down to our day,
it has been protected from plunder, though the country in which it is situated has
been invaded by lawless conquerors, and it has always been surrounded by tribes
of marauders. Its wealth is very great in all that belongs to its Chapel, which is
guarded with much jealousy. This, probably, was the reason why so many difficulties
were thrown in my way when I attempted to make a sketch of the interior of the

Chapel. The brotherhood, though kind in the extreme, and though they allowed me

to draw in every other part of the Convent, and themselves sat for sketches and
studies, yet always found some excuse, whenever I proposed to make a drawing of
the Chapel; they had mislaid the key, or some such frivolous reason. At length,
[ fairly took out my sketch-book during service; they could not interrupt me while
engaged in their sacred duties; and I thus effected my object.”

The present Convent was built in the sixth century by the Emperor Justinian,
and some of the enrichments and decorations are of that period.  Like other Greek
churches, it possesses a rich and gilded screen, and contains pictures of the saints of the
Greek calendar. Moses and Aaron, of course, hold conspicuous places in a spot made
sacred by the eventful history of the great Lawgiver. The Screen separates the Altar
from the congregation, and conceals the Patriarch from the people when he reads the
service to which they respond. Its separation may be intended to represent that of
the Jewish Holy Place. Though the pictures of saints and Scriptural subjects are
profuse, there are no images, as in the Latin churches. The floor of the Chapel
is beautifully inlaid with variegated marble; and on the right is seen a magnificent
throne for the Patriarch, or Bishop. The Altar is inlaid with ebony and mother-
of-pearl, of the most elaborate and beautiful designs, and is probably, as well as many
of the pictures, the work of Byzantine artists. It is covered with costly and ancient
votive offerings, most of them enriched with precious stones. Yet the riches of this
Altar sink into insignificance when compared with those of the Chapel behind it,
raised on the spot on which it is believed that Moses saw the burning bush. ¢ Through
this sacred place we were hurried, after we had been requested to uncover our feet.
¢ for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” We were, therefore, not allowed
leisure for the examination of the Altar; but the walls, and even the roof, were
covered with the gifts and offerings of Emperors, Kings, and Princes, from the period
of its foundation. The floor was covered with the richest and most costly Persian
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(‘i\rpots: On the left, as we entered, we saw the tomb containing the relics of S

Catherine. which were said to have been transported by angels ':!'n-r h"\ “-)'0"1“(.
at Alexandria, to the summit of Mount Sinai, \\\wnce” tlw\"‘ \\’m"e bruu:*ll Lml;”}'“\ml
the Monks to their present resting-place, and where they liave over sf" l‘“““ h.\'
in the most profound veneration.”! Sk i

i Roberts's Journal

SUMMIT OF MOUNT SINAL

SHOWING THE CHRISTIAN AND MAHOMETAN CHAPELS.

Tuose Chapels are placed on what is traditionally regarded as the summit of Sinai,
but the peak disting ished as Mount St Catherine has a greater clevation.  The
ascent from the Convent employs about two hours, and the spectator is rewarded
by a scene of the most striking magnificence, Around, Deneath, and above, all is

grandeur; he stands as in the Alps, in the midst of a veaion of Mountains; but with

a feature of beauty wanting in the Alps——the expanse of a Drilliant sea, a part of

the Gulf of Akabah being in sight. The Chapels on the summit are in singul
juxtaposition (Christian and Mahometan), apparently one structure (that on the right
in the View is the Christian, the left the Mahometan); but both in a state of ruin
from neglect and exposure to the storm.

The Mountain is held sacred by the Mahometans; for the nd tells, that when
the Prophet rode on the sacred Camel to Ararat and back in one night, he rested,
in passing, on Sinai, and the mark of the Jurack, or Camel’s foot, where it touched
the mountain, is still shown by his followers. The Artist, having heard this tra tion,
but the holy brother of

1

asked s guide- from the Convent to point it out to him ;
It is a few yards below, and beyond,

St Catherine did his bidding very reluctantly.!

the Chapel to the right. It has the exact form, and is not le
thus connected with fable, are not

rer than the impression

which the foot of a camel would make. Marks,
infrequent in religious legend. On the summit 1 Ceylonese mountain, the shape
of a gigantic foot is an object of native homage, as exhibiting the parting step of
Adam! The freaks of Nature are easily seized by fancy or modified by

the Mahometan is as much entitled to the exercise

wt; and

of his imagination as the Monk.

1 Roberts's Journal.




ASCENT OF THE LOWER RANGE OF SINAIL

Tne whole carcer of the Israelites, from the passage of the Red Sea to their entrance
into Palestine, was a display of miracle. ~Yet, such is the Divine adherence to the
great law of free agency, that even Miracle was regulated by its action. The Divine
Will might, obviously, at a word have transformed the native stiff-neckedness of the
Israelite into perfect obedience, have extinguished his recollections alike of Egyptian
enjoyment and Egyptian idolatry, and sent him at once into Palestine as its consecrated
possessor.  But those essential results, instead of being the work of Miracle, were
left to be the work of Time. The nation was retained in the Wilderness until all
the elder race had disappeared in the course of nature; until the recollections of their
house, at once of temptation and bondage, had sunk with them into the grave; and
until a new people had been formed, knowing no God but Jemovam; trained only by
His law, guided only by His presence, and prepared to triumph only in His name.
The Desert then remained a limit to them no more. The same resistless Power
which had bound up a whole nation in this sterile and awful place of discipline, threw
open its barrier, and the Israelite marched forth invigorated in his frame by the simple
life of the Wilderness, and enlightened in his heart by its religion: a new and noble
nature, prepared not only to conquer, but to govern ; not only to be the lord of Palestine,
but to stand forth the model to the world.

This Sketch gives a portion of the Israelite march to Sinai. The scene is thus
graphically described :— The black and frowning mountains before us, the outworks
as it were of Sinai, rose abrupt and rugged from their very base, eight hundred to a
thousand feet in height, as if forbidding all approach to the sanctuary within. On
the west of the Pass, the cliffs bear the name of Jebel-el-Haweit. . . . . At 1232 o’clock,
we began gradually to ascend towards the foot of the Pass before us, called by our Arabs
Nukb Hawy (Windy Pass), and by Burckhardt Nukb er-Réhah, from the tract above
it. We reached the foot at a quarter past one o'clock, and dismounting, commenced
the slow and toilsome ascent along the narrow defile, about S. by E., between blackened,
shattered cliffs of granite, some eight hundred feet high, and not more than two hundred
and fifty yards apart, which every moment threaten to send down their ruins on
the head of the traveller. Nor is this at all times an empty threat; for the whole
Pass is filled with large stones and rocks, the débris of those cliffs. The bottom
is a deep and narrow water-course, where the wintry torrent sweeps down with fearful
violence. A path has been made for camels along the shelving piles of rocks, partly
by removing the topmost blocks, and sometimes by laying down large stones side by
side, somewhat in the manner of a Swiss mountain-road. But although T had crossed
the most rugged passes of the Alps, and made from Chamouny the whole circuit of
Mont Blane, I never found a path so rude and difficult as that which we were now

ascending.  The camels toiled slowly and painfully along, stopping frequently; so
that though it took them two hours and a quarter to reach the top of the Pass, the

distance cannot be reckoned at more than one hour.”!

! Biblical Researches, i. 129.
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The Artist says, “After windi 1 i i
says, “After winding through this terrific Pass for about three hours,

night closed ar s, before reachi i
thz o “.];;:: ::;;C:)L:;uﬂ:I:::I‘Iil‘ivﬂ::“l):mm u[l ‘]1;--«-xtrmnity of .\\hin-h stands
the Pass, whilst the ravine below was e:\'ni-lu »1‘130" o 1"'1‘1{":‘ “h“.‘h oty
v : ped in shadow, was a sight of remarkable
beauty. The pathway which wound up the face of the Mountain, the work of s
remote age, and which must have been one of prodigious labour, was now nwvlwrvn
and broken by the mountain-torrents. ~ Other p:n".\i were overgrown, and displaced
by the roots of the wild plants, which everywhere projected ?'rmnl the cliffs and ]\Inllln\\'\
of the rocks. Huge fragments, which had been Joosened by the rains of winter, had
rolled down, and choked the narrow pathway, rendering it difficult for our small ¢ u"'!\'l‘\n
to thread its course, especially when darkness overtook us.”? i

' Roberts’s Journal.

ASCENT TO THE SUMMIT OF SINAL

Laporpe describes his course, towards the sunmit of Sinai, as lying through a ravine
to the south-west. The Monks had originally arranged a series of slabs in tolerably
vegular order, which once formed a convenient stairc to the top of the Mountain.
I'he rains, however, disturbed them, and as no repairs have for a long time been
attended to, the stairs are in many places in ruins. On approaching the foot of
Sinai, and immediately before quitting Horeb, the traveller sees a door built in the
form of an arch; on the key-stone of the arch, a cross has been arved. An affecting
custom used to take place near this door; one of the Monks 1e Convent stationed
himself there in prayer, and heard the confessions of the pi . who, when thus
nearly at the end of their pilgrimage, were not in the
after they hadl obtained absolution. Laborde passe | a similar door 1
the spot whence he discovered the summit of 51 i and the two edifices which surmount it
The condition of the staircase appear ce t orown more ruinous, for the
)

the steps have given v

Artist, twenty years afterwards, observes, ©In man wces

and rolled down, and, at the time when we ascended, the

snow lay deep in the
sheltered from the sun, and the way was so slippery from the as to rer
ascent not only a work of great difficulty, but of some d
great antiquity, and appear to have been constructed at least

the first devotees who established themselves in the Mountains o

mey to Mount Sinai




CONVENT OF ST. CATHERINE, MOUNT SINAI,

LOOKING TOWARDS THE PLAIN OF THE ENCAMPMENT.

In this title, the traditional name of the Mountain is adopted, without deciding the
question of reality. The Artist has taken the Sketch about due South of the Convent,
looking upon the track which he pursued from the presumed Plain of the Israclite
Encampment.

The general aspects of both the Plain and Mountain unquestionably give a strong
sense of fitness for that great transaction, of which the direct purpose was to impress
a nation of slaves, gyptian-born, with homage for the Gop of Nature and of Revelation.
The primitive wildness, the abrupt majesty, and the almost inaccessible height of the
pinnacles, seem made for the Throne of Hmr who ¢ maketh the clouds His chariot,
and walketh upon the wings of the wind.” Here, superior as the actual Presence
must have been to all Imagination, the traveller can still imagine the “cloud, the
lightning, and the trumpet.”  The scene amply filled the mind of a Prophet almost
a thousand years after. Habakkuk, in one of the most renowned bursts of Hebrew
poetry, thus records the Descent on Sinai: “ God came from Teman, and the Holy
One from Mount Paran. His brightness was as the light; He had horns coming
out of His hand; and there was the hiding of His power. Before Him went the
pestilence, and burning coals went forth at His feet. He stood, and measured the
earth; e beheld, and drove asunder the nations, and the everlasting mountains were
scattered, the perpetual hills did bow; His ways are everlasting.”?

The author of the Biblical Researches, when he entered upou the Plain, observes,—

As we advanced, the valley opened still wider and wider, with a gentle ascent, and
became full of shrubs and tufts of herbs, shut in on each side by lofty granite ridges,
with rugged, shattered peaks, a thousand feet high, while the face of Horeb rose
directly before us. 3oth my companion and myself involuntarily exclaimed, ¢Here
is- room enough for a large encampment!’ As we crossed the Plain our feelings

were strongly affected, at finding here so unexpectedly a spot so entirely adapted to

the Scriptural account of the giving of the Law.? No traveller has described this

Plain, or even mentioned it, except in a slight and general manner; probably because

As we approached
the Mountain, our head Arab, Beshirah, became evidently quite excited. He prayed
that our pilgrimage might be accepted, and bring rain; and with great earnestness
besought, that when we ascended the Mountain, we should open a certain window
in the Chapel there towards the South, which, he said, would certainly cause rain to
fall. He also entreated, almost with te that we should induce the Monks to have
compassion on the people, and say prayers, as they ought to do, for rain. When told
that Gop alone could send rain, and that they should look to Him for it, he replied,
¢Yes, but the Monks have the book of prayer for it; do persuade them to use it

as they ought” There was an earnestness in his manner which was very affecting,

al uk, iii. 3. ? Exodus, xix. 20.




but cannot b ibed.” icitati
'e described.” The Arab’s solicitation was trivial; but it was evidently
connected with the holiness of the ground. i i

Having, wi is i i issi
ing, with his companion, obtained admission to the Convent, the traveller say
5 3 says,—

«T1 was affected by tt vy 1
was affected by the strangeness and overpowering grandeur of the scenes around
1 t! trang d overpo g eur of the scenes arov S

and it was for s i i reali 3
for some time difficult to realise the consciousness that we were now actually

within the very precincts of that Sinai, on which from the earliest childhood I had

thought and read with so much wonder. Yet, when at length the impression came

with its full force upon my mi a i i
= il Io' "f) mind, although not given to the melting mood, I could
not refrain from bursting into tears.”* y

' Biblical Researches. i. 130-124

CHAPEL OF ELIJAH, MOUNT SINAL

Avrer passing the second portal in the ascent by the steps or stairs in the ravine,
the traveller reaches a little plain or basin, on the ridge which divides the valley of
the Convent from that of El-Leja, and lere he first perceives the loftier ‘w:xl\; of
the range; that of Jebel Mésa on the left, and that of St. Catherine on the south-west
beyond the valley of El-Leja In this plain is a cypress-tree, near a deep well; and
on a rock near it are several Arabic inscriptions, records of pilgrimage.! Not far
from the well, and where the ascent commences, is a rude, low building, which contains
the “Chapel of Elijah.” Tt is rd sed on the spot to which he is presumed, by tradition,
to have retired, when he fled into the wilderness from Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, in
the general oppression of ‘the Cliurch of Israel.  Within the Chapel, and on one side
of the altar, is seen (on the left of the Sketch) a small cave, in which the Prophet is
said to have remained. And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and,
behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?”

This little Greek Chapel is interesting, though in a state of ruin, placed as it is in
front of a spot thus venerated. — Pictures of saints, with lighted tapers, and other
decorations of the Eastern Church, are, even in this wild place, displayed.

The Greek Church draws a broad distinction between statues and pictures in its places
of worship. The former it anathematizes, while the latter it consecrates, assioning as the
reason, the language of the Apostle (1 Cor. viii. 4); and pronouncing the image to be “a
work of man’s invention, while the picture n adumbration of some true event, or actual
existence;” their chief dependence for this opinion being the authority of the fourth
General Council. The use of tapers and torches in the service in daylight is regarded
by them as a memorial of the primitive and per cuted Church, when the Christians
n;ct Dbefore daylight for security, or in subterranean cells for concealment.

2 1 Kings, xix. 9.

! Biblical Rescarches, i. 152.
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GENERAL VIEW OF THE CONVENT OF ST. CATHERINE.

Tae whole scene of the sojourning of the Israelites lies in a Peninsula, between the forks
of the upper portion of the Red Sea. The Peninsula is of a triangular form, and
from about half-way down to its point at the South is a mass of mountains, intersected
with deep valleys, and exhibiting a few barren plains.

The geographical position of the Convent is in Lat. 28° and Long. 31° from Paris.
The elevation above the sea is about 4966 Paris feet.

Allusion has been already made to the differences of learned opinion on the site of
the Giving of the Law. It appears that Jebel-Masa (the Mount of Moses) exhibits
no features corresponding to the Sacred History. Robinson, to whose judgment and
diligence much respect is due, regards the Plain Er-Réahah, with the Mount now named
Horeb immediately in its front, as the most probable locality. But he admits that
he had not visited Jebel-Serbal. He also regards Horeb as anciently the name of the
whole range, and Sinai as that of a particular pinnacle; arguing from the narrative, which,
before and after the Giving of the Law, speaks only of Horeb; while during that great
transaction Sinai (with one exception) alone is named. “As we advanced,” he says,
“the dark and frowning front of Sinai itself (the present Horeb of the monks) began to
appear. It was a scene of solemn grandeur wholly unexpected, and such as we had never
before seen ; and the associations which at the moment rested upon our minds were almost
overwhelming Still advancing, the front of Horeb rose like a wall before us,
and one can approach quite to the foot, and touch the Mount.”!

He narrates a visit which he and his companion made to many of the peaks of Sinai,
but not satisfied that the view from those agreed with the Scripture account, they decided
upon scaling the almost inaccessible peak of Es-Sufsifeh, the pinnacle of Horeb above
the Convent. « We first attempted,” he says, “to climb the side in a direct course, but
found the rock so smooth and precipitous, that after some falls, we were obliged to give it
up, and clamber upwards along a steep ravine by a more circuitous course. . . . .

The extreme difficulty, and even danger of the ascent, was well rewarded by the prospect

that opened before us. The whole plain Er-Rahah lay spread out beneath our feet, with
the adjacent Wadys and Mountains; while Wady Esh-Sheikh on the right, and the recess
on the left, both connected with and opening broadly from Er-Rahah, presented an area
which seems nearly double that of the plain. Our conviction was strengthened, that here,
or on some one of the adjacent cliffs, was the spot where the Lord ¢ descended in fire’ and
proclaimed the Law. Here lay the plain where the whole congregation might be
assembled; here was the mount that could be approached and ¢touched 5’ and here the
mountain-brow, where alone the lightnings and the thick cloud would be visible to the
Camp, when the Lord ‘came down in the sight of all the people upon Mount Sinai.’”¢

The primary purpose of the Law was to establish the morality of mankind. It was the
first instance, from the days of Noah, in which peculiar sins were marked by Divine
condemnation.  The general impulse of natural justice had already prohibited crimes

palpably injurious to society. But the Law not simply strengthened that original impulse,

! Biblical Researches, i. 130. ! Biblical Researches, i, 157,
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but gave it a new distinctness, a new force, and a new authority. It was r
the Apostle declares, “on account of transgressions.” ;

ed, as
the natural guard against the commission of crime, th :\l‘l‘d, ‘lh M”‘ ;i l“””’\"]”"““”‘ %
displayed to the eyes of the people. » All hitll:‘::: tl“k'l \tmr“ri - m"‘ Py T“"W
awe. The mh‘n;nlous passage of the ’R 1 q\, nad m"n preparative to Divine

. e ed Sea, the miraculous support in the
Wilderness, the surrounding scene of utter desolation, the daily rescue from famine;
were all combined in creating a sense of total dependence. “But the Giving of 1]1;-
Law presented a new character of Jemovan. The people had, till then, seen Him only
as their Protector. They were now to sce Him as their Judee. Death was to \;\-
proclaimed against national and individual crime; and the il hills, the continual
thunders, the cloudy throne, and the angelic trumpet, were only accessories to (h;\t
sacred terror, which was to be consummated by the voice of Gon lHimwl!’, pronouncing

the principles of moral government for all the generations of man.

AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN TEMPLE ON GEBEL GARABE.

Trs title has been given, as the one adopted in the country; althouch there exists some
doubt of the propriety of its application! A wilder spot cannot be imagined. The ruins
lie in the Desert, on the summit of a mountain, of no it elevation, but of difficult
access. These extraordinary relics of an unknown period wer discovered by Niebuhr in
1761; and though often visited since, the inscriptions have d¢ jed every attempt made
to apply to them our growing knowledge of the Egyptian hieroglyphic character. No real
;\ppm:u'h has yet been obtained to the origin, or the purport, of these erections. One of
the later conjectures is, that it was an ancient place of pilgrimage, and that the upright
stones covered with inscriptions were votive rather than sepulchral monuments.®

The Artist made several exact copies of the inscriptions,
the mountain, 160 feet long by 70

but none of them have yet

been deciphered. ¢ They lie within a small enclosure on

feet broad. Within this space are about fifteen upright stones, like
and also the remains of a sm il Temple,

y tombstones, and

several fallen ones, covered with hieroglyphics,
whose columns are decorated with the head of Isis for a capital.” The whole summit is
some of them evidently fragments of structures.

covered with upright and fallen stones,
the inscriptions are remarkably we
1o intent of these temples and memorial

Several of the stones and Il preserved ; others are worn
« What could have been t

away and decayed.
litude and silence, in this lone and di

. & . ) SRR
stones in the midst of so stant land with which
they would seem to have no
and which the hand of modern science

possible connexion? This is a point wrapped in the
darkness of time, has not yet unveiled.”
1 Roberts's Journal 2 Tord Prudhoc Bib. Res. i. 116
Vor. 11 31




PRINCIPAL COURT OF THE CONVENT OF ST. CATHERINE.

Tue Artist, in this View, introduces the costume of the Monks of St. Catherine. The
Superior is distinguished by a black cloak ; the rest of the Brotherhood wear robes of the
striped brown cloth spun from the hair of camels and goats, such as are in use among the
Bedouins. The monks, who do not exceed twenty in number, are the tailors, shoemakers,
bakers, brewers, carpenters, and other handicraftsmen, of the Coavent. The Superior, at
this period, was an intelligent and courteous person; he had travelled long, and in the
chief countries of Europe; his visit to England was a subject on which he was eloquent.!

Most of the Monks are natives of the Greck Islands. In general, they do not remain in
the Convent more than from four to five years; when they return to their country, proud
of their having been “sufferers among the Bedouins;” some, however, have been here
forty years. Their rules are strict with regard to food and prayer; they are obliged to
attend mass twice a-day and twice in the night, and they taste no flesh all the year round ;
four days of the week they live on bread and vegetables; the latter they cultivate in a
pleasant garden adjoining the building, into which there is a subterraneous passage. The
soil is strong, but in this climate, wherever water is in plenty, almost the very rocks will
produce vegetation.  Their fruits are oranges, lemons, almonds, mulberries, apricots,
peaches, pears, apples, and olives, and all of the finest quality. Nebek trees, and a few

cypresses, overshade the beds in which melons, cucumbers, and various kinds of culinary

and sweet scented herbs, are grown. The den is, however, seldom visited by the
Monks, except the few whose business it is to keep it in order, for, although surrounded by
high walls, it is not inaccessible to the Bedonins, who steal the fruit, and sell it to the
Monks ; but they leave untouched the other productions of the garden.t The Convent
contains eight or ten small court-yards, some of which are neatly laid out in beds of
flowers and vegetables, with dates and many vines. Its apparent space within and the
variety of its appropriation surprise every traveller. The number of small rooms in the
lower and upper stories formerly excceded three hundred. It contains also store-rooms for
provisions, bakehouses, &c., and besides the Great Church, it has Chapels for the separate
worship of the Syrian, Coptic, Armenian, and Latin Christians, and, what naturally still
more excites surprise, a Mosque ; which, as has been already mentioned, was built by a
species of compact, in the sixteenth century, to preserve the Convent from destruction
by the Arabs.

' Roberts’s Jourual, 2 Burckhardt's Travels.




EYUN MUSA, THE WELLS OF MOSES.

WILDERNESS OF TYH.

Tuese Fountains lie on the East side of the Gulf of Suez, near the shore: and are

close to the spot where the Israelites (traditionally) reached the coast, after the miraculous

passage of the Red Sea. The Wells vary in number, in the accounts of travellers;

generally from seven to ten, or even up to fifteen; they

probably subject to cl :
from some the waters escape, or they are filled up, and others are again excavated. The
water is brackish, a taste to which habit or necessity can alone reconcile the traveller.
About twenty stunted palm-trees, or palm-bushes, grow around in the sand. A little
barley is ir ated from some of the Fountains, which gives the spot a peculiar value

ohbourhood.  Near

in the eyes of Suez; it being the only effort of cultivation in the nei
the Fountains is a low mound of fragments of tiles and pottery with some foundations,
indicating the site of a former villagy

Jut the true interest in the whole shore arises from its having been traversed
by the host of Israel. At every halt of the multitude, water must have been of the
ﬁurit importance. Its supply in such an exigency must have been wholly miraculous.
The natural supply is utterly impossible. A single caravan, perhaps a single camel,
would now exhaust the Fountains, which, under the rod of Moses, supplied, from day

to day, the thirst of millions !

Biblical Researches, i. 99
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THE FIRST SIGHT OF SINAIL

Tms View is taken from the Encampment of the Artist and his party: and exhibits
the first aspect of the Chain of Sinai to the traveller approaching from Suez

The Sketches of Smar have been variously given in this work: for the purpose of
rendering the untravelled inquirer master of the characteristic scenery of events asso-
ciated with the noblest recollections, and the most stupendous interests of mankind.

The Views of Jerusarem and the surrounding countries had been presented, from
all their leading points, and in all their varieties of aspect, with the same purpose; that of
giving a complete conception of localities sacred to every feeling of religious homage.
Thus, to those who contemplate a journey to Palestine, this work will contribute valuable
knowledge : to those who have travelled there, the revival of recollections which none
would willingly suffer to pass away: and to the larger class, who from circumstances
remain at home, faithful representations, not only of the country, but of the habits of
the people, and the companionship of the «Children of the Desert.”

To the observer of Nature, the peninsula of Sinai is one of the most singular
anomalies on the globe. It is an immense mass of mountains, without any of the
discoverable purposes for which mountains seem to have been formed. It marks no
boundary between nations; its summits collect no waters to fertilise the surrounding
region; and, so far as research has hitherto gone, the Sinaitic range has not exhibited
any of those mineral treasures, either metal or marble, which constitute mountains
a source of wealth to man. Thus, standing in the midst of a Desert which almost
prohibits human possession, pouring no river from its pinnacles on the plain, and barren
alike of mineral and vegetable production, its existence remains a great physical
problem.

Yet are we not entitled to regard the problem as solved by Scripture, and by
Scripture alone? If it was the purpose of Divine Providence to draw the most visible
line of distinction between the slavery of the Egyptian serf and the discipline of the
Israelite ; between a race accustomed to the grossness of Egyptian idolatry, and a nation

signed as the especial depositories of the true worship; between the languor of frames
exhausted by an African climate, or oppressed by the labours of the brick-kiln and
the manufactory, and the temperate and hardy habits of the traveller and the mountaineer ,
or even to teach that sense of the sublime, and that breadth and boldness of thought,
which are unconsciously inspired by scenes of natural grandeur; no spot on Earth
could have been found fitter to make all those powerful and essential impressions than
the mountain mass of Sinai. When we recollect the greatness of the purpose, can
we be surprised at the majesty of the means? Can we contemplate the majesty of
the means, without a new homage to the power of Providence? or can we rationally
doubt that this purpose was designed, from the hour when the Deluge went down,

34




the Globe was agai repared for P i

: iV-o)e was again prepared for the uses of mankind, and its divisions marked for
the e dwelli P ions 2 J 3 d

1e future dwelling of nations? No territory of the Earth ever accomplished objects

of such holiness ol o) N .
ss, might, and magnitude. It witnessed a succession of miracles, on

the scale P 2 2 o 1 1 e 1 1

he scale of a people, and with a duration of forty years; it trained the most memorable
of all nations to Law, Government, and Religion. Its purpose was then done; Sinai
: : f 3 Sing

became a wilderness once more: and it has never heen repeopled, to this lour. Its

purpose was fulfilled,—amply, once, and ror EvER!

SCENE ON THE QUAY OF SUEZ.

It may still be too early to predict the future importance of the comparatively quiet
Quay of Suez;! although the failure of the attempt to improve our intercourse with
India by the navigation of the Euphrates has hitherto left the direct passage between

l. A point which unites two quarters of

Europe and Asia by the Red Sea without a riv
the globe, and by which two oceans have their nearest connexion, would naturally,
with the increasing activity of commerce, increase in value; mnotwithstanding the want
of fresh water, of every kind of verdure, and the utter absence of cultivation. The

date of Suez does not go farther back than the earlier period of the sixteenth century,
when it became the place of transit for Eastern merchandise, and even fitted out
naval armaments. The discovery of the passage by the Cape of Good Hope gradually
reduced its value; and it existed only as a place for provisioning the caravans to
Mecca; but now, the employment of steam navieation, and the British intercourse
with the Bast, promise to remove the wretched establishments on the Quay of Suez.
Yet, even this contingency depends on others. The shallowness of the Gulf at this
part is already felt as a serious obstruction; and a Railway directed to any more
favourable point of the shore would consign the Town to immediate decay. The
project of a Ship Canal would be equally fatal; | although this has hitherto been
a Government

of theory, it would be difficult to limit the enterprise of

only matter
which in six months completed the Mahmoodieh Canal fort

1 1t should be remembered that this was originally writter




GENERAL VIEW OF SUEZ.

Suvez (in Arabic, Suweis) stands on a corner of land projecting into the head of the
Arabian Gulf, distant from » about sixty four geographical, or seventy-five English
statute miles.  The site of Kolsum (Tell Kolsum) is still traceable, a third of a
mile from Suez. The names of Arsinoe, Cleopatris, and Clysma, are given to
imaginary sites in the neighbourhood; all of which were probably only elder forms
of Kolsum.

“Even among the miserable cities of Turkey and Egypt, few present so wretched
an appearance as Suez.  Standing on the borders of the Desert and on the shore
of the Sea, with bad and unwholesome water, and not a blade of grass growing
around it, and depending upon Cairo for the food which supports its inhabitants, it
sustains a poor existence by the trade of the great caravan for Mecca, and the small
commerce between the ports of Cosseir, Djiddeh, and Mocha. A new project has
lately been attempted here, which, it might be supposed, would have a tendency to

regenerate the fallen city. The route to India by the Red Sea is in the full tide

of successful experiment; the English flag is often seen waving in the harbour; and
about once in two months an Lnglish Steamer arrives from Bombay: but even the

clatter of a steam-boat is unable to infuse life into its sluggish population.”?

It is only eight years since this description was written, on the spot; and now
there are not only arrivals and departures of the English steam-packets, twice in the
month, for England and Bombay, but steam communications even to China. The
rapid and valuable intercourse now established between Kurope and our Asiatic
possessions across the African Isthmus, has, in spite of every disadvantage of climate
and infertility, already raised Suez to an importance which no town on the Gulf ever
possessed before.

The place of the Passage of the Israelites has excited much learned inquiry. It
has been generally supposed to commence from the mouth of the Wady Tawarik,
south of Ras Atakah. But this hypothesis seems untenable, from the breadth of the
Sea, which there is twelve geographical miles.

The more probable conception is, that the passage was made across the small arm
of the Sea, which runs up by Suez breadth of less than four miles. From the
Sacred Narrative, a North (or N.E.) wind blew “all night” (uncovering the shoals
above the site of Suez). And in the ‘“morning watch” (at two in the morning)
the Sea returned. Thus not more than two or three hours seem to have been allotted
for the passage of three millions of people. Within this time they might have hastened
over the narrow arm, while to march the greater distance would have been impossible.
The miracle consisted, not in the march of the people, but in the Divine direction

of the wind, and the return of the waters at the command of Moses.?

1 Stephens’s Incidents of Travel. 2 Biblical Researches, i.
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Female Employment in Government Offices, Guide
Colonies and India, Our. How we Got Them, and Why we
il Ransome
'mm

an mm.pm D.D.

Baby’s Album Series. Cloth it edges. Each. (For | How Women may Earr ving. By rogan,

List,
“L!TTLI: l‘ol.xs" PAINTING BOOKS.
he tr
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ining Outline ng on nearly every pag

l:uquette of. G
Five Pound
Poultry Book, The
Co-operators, Working ‘Mon : What they have Done,
What they are Doin

A Book of Fruits an mo«- “Litte Folks” Illuminating Phutography for Amateurs. . C. Hepworth.  With

)
soms for + Little ol ook
Pictures to

lusications, , (See o S
“my With Coloured Plates and 65 W oodeuts,

Pa \
'I‘m»"L\rnv Folks” Proverb | *Little Folks” 'Nature Paint. | Th Old raury Tal W al Illustrations. Boards.

inting Book ing Book.

BOOKS FOR THE ur"r‘u: ONES.

Containing interesting Il-page iy 1 handsome

Picoace Boards.” Fach.
Indoors and Out. Chna
Some Farm Friends. AAGRH,
r Sohooiday
Those Golden Sands. |1 Qs Seheolday Houzs
Our Pretty Pets. Creatures wild.
CASSE!.L’S CHILDREN'S TREASURIES.

With Full-page Pictures and acc Storics, or Poetr

Cock Robin, and other Nu Pretty Poems for Young | My Work for G

pEeobl
e Gy el -
01d Mother Hubbard. our Pmnu‘"c Bocke.
ays for Merry | Tales for the Little Ones.
Tyneful Lays for Merry | afyunday Hookof Piotures.
Cherful Songs for Young SHndRn Sarsng ofnhos
ks Siinday Readings for Little
The Guildren's Jo3:
DUCATIONAL.
cassell s “lv‘lodern School”” Test Cards. Fory Cards
School Manager’s Ma 5 M
Sanoshs Hcinbination Test Cards.
Flowers, Studies in. In Thirtcen I
Compl(.te Tot Book for all Public Examinations.
Tho Simple Outlines of, Ilustrated.
Boeiting, Morcll's Complete Madual
Enghsh Spemﬁxg and Reading Bo
i aud Tead
Dra\lnl:nz Copies, Gassell’s Modern School. I
‘An Elomentary Manual of. By i
Blbubran Bloments of.. by rrof ot
Right Linos; or, Form  and Colour.
wcipies of ¢ 1 Tilustrations.

Cassell & Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill,

Little Mothers and their
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ILLUSTRATED (OFMICIAL RAILWAY GUIDES.
aper. (See also 25.)
London and South. Western Railway Guide.
Great Northern nmw ay Gl
Midland Railway Gul
Tondon and Noyth Western Railway Guide.
Great Western Railway Gui
Paris, Ilustrated Guide to. Paper. (Seealsozs.)
RELIGIOUS.
“HEART CHORDS.” Bound in cloth, red edges. Each.
1y Horcaftor,
My Object in Life y Walk with Go

.
ity Pictures and Ploasant | My Aspirations. 3 Mids to the Divine Life.

My Emotional Life. My Soumcs of Strength.

My Body. My Father.

My Growth in Divine Life. 'y Bible.

My Soul

Shortened Church Services and Hymns.  Compiled by
he Rev. T, Teignmouth Sh

| snall we Know one Anomer? By the Rt. Rev. J. C. Ryle,
Bis 1

Voice of Tithe, The, By John Stroud.

Simple Seripture Lessons for School and Home. By

1 it F CHRIS

Gedge, M.

School Regxsters, Cassen Agtendance Regiser, 15 44
i s. 3 \\mmw\ Register,

Twilight of Life, The. Words of Counsel and Com-
fort for the Aged. By John Ellerton, M
German of To-day, Dy Dilicinenan

Citizen Reader. Wil Prefuco by the late Re. Hon. W. &

Modsrn German Reading. By Dr. Heinemann.
Marlborough Arithmetic Rules.
Little Folks® History of England. By Is CraigKuox
Tlustrations. Cloth
, Key to Cassell’s Lessons in, Cloth
XKhiva, Burnaby’s Ride to. Cloth
Photorapny for Amateurs: Cloin. (see ko 15

London ; Paris, New York /um" Melbourne.
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w Sto
Slorv Fnowm for Rainy

L\nln Clu\uc: for All Times.
Pictures and

The.

ed to Model

o8
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Frank’
Three 1~',m. !
Jack Ma

Stories by P Au
Proverbs. With E
Fritters; o IsaLo

s 1o Turnin,

Little

How Dante Climbed the Mountain. By R
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Christmas Dreams. | h
TWO-SHILLING STORY BOOKS.

trated c for Y

The Top of the Ladder: How | Four Cats of the T ippertons
Reach if Mar .mv s ]'\»n Hom
Little Flotsam.

2 Q;uu and hei Priend
Nay Cunningnam s Tria it l“ e Waite:
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Flower Po > Fourpensy Bits.
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X
Children of the Court,

Shakespeare’s Plays.
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gr, Pride comes béfore a A Indeed.
Tim T‘mm sow's Trial ; or
Runn Lite Work; or, “No All not Gold that
|

EIGHTEENPENNY STORY EOOKS.
All ated t

Three Wee umu Tassies, The Chip Boy: and other | [n Tetters of

Stories.
il with tho Golden Looks
Faith’s Father. R Thorns.
By Land and Sea. o t~ Baggics,
The Young Berringtons. 6 18 s T
Tom Morris's Erro Stories of the Olden Tim
Jeff and Left 3 :
rth More than Gold. The O ‘v Fairy Tales.
Through Flood — Through Tilustratic

and the

9 EDUCATIONAL.
/*| Gegmetrical Drawing for Army Candidates. I

M
‘ Practlcal Sohd Geometry, A Manual of.
Appiiod Mechanlcs. ¥ I
Linear Drawing. by I
Drawing Copies, Cass(.'ﬂs Modern School.
Grade
orthopraphic And Isometrical Projection.
Building Construction, The Elements of
Systematic Drawing and Sha
Handbook of New Codo Robaiations, 1687,

Jones’s Book-keepln;.‘, T
mst‘o‘ry of England for Elementary Schools.

Roading Shoets, Mo
Drawing Cop)es, rmenand, Gassell’s Modern Sehool.
Ropublic of the Futur A
Nogsing for Home and for the Hospital, A
e booi o ]
Health, Tho Xnﬂuence of Clothing on.
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E. How:
Slnn and Halr, The Management of the.
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Red Ryvingt
S MAan.m: FENN’S NOVEL

Dytoh the o Dive
Mistake.
My vn ents.

The, ncd l.)br:Lry of English and American Authors.
“stories from Cassell's.?
Tiustrated Ofcial Railway Guides.
Paris, muscmud Guide £0. ¢
E ¢ GOLDEN MOTTOES" SERIES,
wx11 Desperandom “Honc
Rev. F. Lang] .
«Bear and Forl
Sarah Pit

«Poremost if I Can.”
He i

Cassell & Company, Limited, Ludgate Hil
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) &4 Villag
L'Allogro and Tl Penseroso.
Wordsworth's Ode on Immortaiity,
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¥
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THE “LOG CABIN”

EDUCATIONAL.
School
nual of.
I's Public Schoc

Plane Trie
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Natural History Wall Sheets (Cassell

1, London; Paris, New Ye
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| Sandford.and Morton. n Words of Ong Syllble, New Editon. A Tragio Mystory. by Juian Hawthore. Rock EyQ.
cont’d.| ‘rue story of Kobin Ho | iigrim 8 Progress. ghe YGOkeuot the 'rmé rah. by Sidney Luska. By Q.
n
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cont'd.
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Chasjes Henry Beckett

Maxime
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x Haggard. | Enn'\\m,. O Jon by
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\n Academy Notes, 1887. Tmperial Yvnne "Books.” Tn'Guarterly Volumes. Each. (See Prantom City, The. By W. Wesull
Atthe Sou'.h T By W O s w0 Edition, Uus. | p 305010563 OKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
trated. " Cloth S S Ao o s and. By e Logends for Lionel. Walter Craaes New Picture ook, With
Famous Sailors of Former Times. by Clements Markhas Eye. and Throati—Tix Eye AND SIGHT. By o Coloured Tl .
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e 1 . ByL.T.M
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Arthur J. Williams, M.b. . Ba Smil th Portrait. Cheap Raju.
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S'..\ (?eorge Iory anand 1 and “
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Precxous Promises, The. By Cunningham Golie, D.D. New Rt Fos B '5

N Plgeon Koeper, The Practical. rig i Vith
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Fe e

or, ‘l‘he Humed wnch of the Bibies Ehe,
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r = o a Dimple’s Scrap Book.
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% " Russia. By M W .
Do Aaventures of Munchauzon. Local Government and Taxation in the United
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estament coroby \"e* 15‘ il | s liar Fiiands. !
British Empire, The. By Sir George Campbell Z . Hutcheson. With :n,»‘ e Tirea Tstrats | Fiold Friends and Forest Foes. by Brahma Fowl, T
Bible Worlk at Homé and Abroad. Ve arly Volume. (e n T} O The oy i rentice. oad r‘glks‘ at Home. ByC.1 d Horses, The Simple Ailments of.
, x pagre Tinted Hlustrations. 3 L . 3
" EpucaTioNaL. S Jonele B o S Tho. At Love’s Extremes.
. Wonderlan
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By Prof Original Stories and Verses B through: a'Gustoms and History. by (
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b torg of. Dok rit um of Fun and Fancy, Ths. Tllustrated \ EDUCA b 5 01d Testament Characters.
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German
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nd Fable, Dictionary of. New .
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Gen 1 an R AerocbuRling with Jeather Rtk (S5 @iy y ‘ Flower Painting in Water Colour:
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sl S s Shakspere, The Leopol

e ————

) .
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=] | Decisive Events in History, Co-operation in Lan! 0‘-‘:1’};“_“ i
[ Al Tiustzaied throughou loth, gilt edges. | ‘Cassell’s Course of Practical. Ostrich Farming 0 Bouth &
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Deluge. Vegetable Worl

Bimetallism, The Theory of.
ey ‘ Popiiiar Educator, Co
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\ Astronomy, Manual o { Histology, Elements of.
Stories about Birds. e O
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Home Chat with Our Young | Around and About Old Eng- [
Folks. land

Cassell & Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London ;

¥ Melbourn 2 Limited, Ludgate Hi Z Paris, N
sell & Company, Limit gate Hill, London
ZParis, New York and Melbourne.
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EDUCATIONAL. Eisheries of the World. Ilyacd troughont.
. Jeffer istory, m Vol
i aod By Pro. Jeflety | SHiand Creck History- Vol Tin The Koman Feroo u
Practical Electricity. by Prot W, . Ayrton, Ilustated Middie Ages. VoL, 1., Modérn History. - With Listrations. X
Electricity, The Ag From Aumber Soul to Telephone, Dy | England, Cassell’s Mustrated History of. With about
acions, - Complote in Ten Vols. Each (Néwand Revised

n Poems, By Prof. Henry Morley. Popidar S Ve 1)
e 5 also s, 60 ant 125 6l 3 Prntexuntllm. 'l'ha His of. By the Rev. I, A Wylie,
iro, A First Sietch of. By Prof. Henry | BibIS, Fersian morocco antique, S
Ma : [‘B»h{xlh:nnnm\]lm«rlnw\ ite dS es !‘u‘u'fy( f the ‘(_Cilhsseu'u). Complete in
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LISit RELIGION. Vol. I1l.: ENGLISH, PLAYS, Domestic Dictionary, . ILAl!wm (See also 7s. 64.)
WORKS ON' ENCLISH PROS V| British_Battles on Land and Sea. Three Vol With
O Worts RGN Viense D | g Eneos EIh i ’\ " (See atso 108
See atco11. 6. and 135, 6 Franco ’u]erxz{,a] War, Cassell’s History of the. Com-
plete in Two Vois, Contdining sco Illustrations. - Fach.
Shaftesbury, the Seventh Earl of, K.G., The Life | mujsc W Gas 5 i~ abou
v of, By Ldwin Hodder.  In Ghe Voluiie, cioth. With EEisho Turkinh oL ," BOms STt oKy Of SWihostiont
it 3 BN ,, p
Fresh-water l'l‘shes of Europe, The. By Prof. H. G.|LoRfiom Old and New. Coup Six V3l Each containing
ley, . 1GS. - With ; a1s, > aplete in Thres
Hootth at School. Ty ¢ Deasons) burg] c’Y sse] oia’ and Complete in Three
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strations exquisitely reproduced S5 lutrations i Dirams. £
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Domestic mcuonm—y, Cassell’s, Iustrated. 7280 pages
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Gola'to Being Poems and Pictwres of Life and | Ingoldsby Letters, The, 18581878, on the Revision of the
By Mary D: Byine. ~ isstrated. ok of Comimon Priyer. By the late Rev. James Hildyard, B.D.
£, Hon. John, Life and Times of. By W. T Vols o
Battles, Recent British. Librry Edition. (See atso 95)
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ls0 125.)
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ith Exquisite Engravings. PR
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