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B 23aN45 Burial #5 -4
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Nw>zbmuwonmwmﬂm with sunburst design found in rubble

material of original surface of site between fireplace
and burial area

===

23AN45 Inside of potsherd with sunburst design
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23AN4 "
5 Potsherd (side view) from near Rurial

 23AN45 Potsherd C..um%m.m.v from near Burial 4 .
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1|1\.e.ﬁ 23AN45 Sideview of point fragment from abdominal cavity
. of Burial #5
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LEHR SITE 23~ AN Y5

LOCATION
February 23, 1976

This site, 4 miles north-northwest of St. Joseph, Mo. is on the property of Mr. James
Lehr, Route 2, Andrew County, Mo. It is Tocated some two and one-fourth miles south
of Amazonia, Mo. at the extreme west end of a ridge extending westward from the main
line of Missouri River bluffs and is reached from K Highway via a small private road
that exits westward from what is known as Hoffelmeyer Hill. Dillon Creek flows out
of the bluffs at the bottom of this hill north of the site. The site is one-fourth
mile westward from K Highway and is located in the west 1/2 of the south 1/2 of the
S. W. corner of Sec. 7, Township 58N Range 35W, Andrew Co., Mo.

NATURAL FEATURES

The westward extending ridge, on which the site is located, is part of the Toess
bluffs along the Missouri River. Elevation 1020 feet above sea level and 204 feet
above the Missouri River flood plane. A lateral ridge descends northward to the
Dillon Creek Tevel. There is a spring some 30 or 40 feet down on the west side of
this lateral ridge about 100 yards north of the Lehr site. The north hill sides of
these bluffs lands are covered with forest growth with old trees being numerous.
The southern exposed slopes and hill tops support a prairie grassland ecology.

The highest point of the site, where burials were first discovered, overlooks the
Missouri River Valley to the north and south and the Kansas bluffs to the west.

Extending southward, beneath the site, is a velley some 75 to 100 yards wide that is
sheltered from winter winds by the main ridge on the north and a small ridge along

the west. The incline is steep but not enough to have prevented the former owner from
using it as a garden plot. Small pieces of grit tempered potsherd were found at the
top, center and bottom of this narrow valley during a partial surface search.

At some 60 feet below the site is the outcropping of a strata Timestone that is
jdentified by Missouri State Highway geologist, William Herndon, as being Plattsmouth
limestone from the Oread formation. This strata is evident in places on all three
sides of the ridge.

DISCOVERY OF BURIALS

Mr. Lehr is planning to build a house on this hilltop and had learned from the pre-
vious owner of the land, 75 year old E. R. Castle, that while planting an orchard
years ago, he had discovered Indian burials there, had dug into one or more, and .
found artifacts. Mentioned were spears said to be some five or six inches long.

The summit of the ridge, once a peach orchard, has long been cultivated. Mr. Castle
also said that he often found arrowheads in his garden which was located on the hill
where the Lehr house is to be built and also extended southward into the valley below.

CONSTRUCTION AT SITE

The known burial area as pointed out to Mr. Lehr by Castle (A on map) was 40 feet to
the west of the proposed construction area on the highest part of the hill. Building
James Lehr was concerned with the possibility of other burials further east at or
near the spot chosen for his house to be built on. The St. Joseph Museum was called
to stand by during excavation of the basement and also to watch the grade work to



the north and west of the basement in case further burials should be uncovered. On
hand, February 24, were D. Reynolds of the museum and M. Fisher of the St. Joseph
Archaeological Society to salvage and record information.

With the exception of areas covered by either building materials or construction
equipment, the west 100 feet of the hilltop was probed. At the original burial area,
40 feet westward from the excavation (Castle dig at point A), stone was contacted at
a depth of 24 inches. Fire-reddened 1imestones on the surface at this point indicate
previous digging (possibly by Castle). We did not dig to investigate the submerged
stones and it is not determined if they cover yet undisturbed burials or were left
beneath the surfact after previous digging.

FIREPLACE

At a point just inside of the northeast corner of the basement excavation (B on map)
and at about 12" in depth, a layer of fired limestone covering 7 or 8 square feet
was struck by the excavator's scoop. Stones covering this fireplace area ranged

in size from 6 to 18 inches across. Work at this point proceeded by hand. At this
same level, and among the fired stones, a considerable amount of chunk charcoal
(sample isolated for possible carbon 14 test) and three palm-sized irregular shaped
quartzite stones that show definite use as grinding stones were uncovered. Chert
chips and spalls were numerous among the fired stones and also over the entire site
(where exposed by grading) at about the same level or depth. Since no burial was
found in association with the fired Timestone slabs, and noting the presence of
habitation items (the three manos, the Tiberal occurrence of chert chips and spalls,
and the random, though infrequent, occurrence of daub) it is thought that the fire-
place area may have been part of a hilltop habitation possibly sheltered although

no post holes were located during a partial troweling. Another mano and also a
portion of a quartzite metate were later found 10 feet to the north in grading work
along the north side of the drive.

BURIALS 1 & 2 (COMMON BURIAL)
March 25, 1976

Phone call on March 24 from James Lehr. Skull of burial (#1) uncovered while grading
for carport. Returned to site and excavated. Adult. Bones badly deteriorated.
Lower portion, from rib cage down are missing. Teeth badly worn. Only measurable
bone, the humerus, approximately 12". Head to south. Burial depth from 1976 grass
level approximately 26". In excavating #1, bones of #2 were uncovered immediately

to west and at same level. #1 and #2 probably buried at same time judging from
position of bones. #2 juvenile. Head also to south. Lower bones also missing,

as with #1, and badly deteriorated. Sex of either not determined.

BURIALS #3, 4 & 5
March 29, 1976

Phone call from Lehr's building contractor, Ray Charles, to museum with word that

two more burials had been uncovered by earth moving machine in grading final terrace
for slope from driveway to north and west of house. Work in that area stopped.
Reynolds to site 3:30 P.M. Work started on #3 burial. Returned March 30 to complete
excavation of #3 burial with assistance of St. Joseph Archaeological Society members
M. Fisher in the A.M. and William Herndon in P.M.



#3 Burial Flexed. Burial depth 22" from 1976 grass surface. Head to south.
One piece of grit tempered pottery 8" above bones. Root through
rib cage. Otherwise little disturbed.

Measurable bones:

Femur 16"

Humerus 11 1/2"

Clavicle 5 1/4" Approx.
Tibia 14" .

Remaining portion of sacrum flat (See slide) ’
Base of skull decayed and crushed BaAmLy WORAM TERTH

During the excavation of #3 burial, bones of #4 were uncovered. #4 appears to have
been disturbed.

A piece of bright red fired 1imestone softened by advanced deterioration at side of
skull. (Also beside skull of #5 burial)

#4 Burial Depth 18" from 1976 grass surface. Partial burial. Skull missing.
Juvenile. . (Small rib bones) Some vertebra and part of femur in
in position to indicate head would have been to south. Potsherd -
with handle, grit tempered and cord marked, 12" to west of pelvis and
at same level.

#5 Burial Depth 12" from 1976 grass surface. Flexed with head to south.
Adult. Teeth badly worn.

Measurable bones:

Femur 17" (isolated in foil for possible
carb 14 dating)

Humerus 12 1/4"

Tibia 13 3/4"

Piece of bright red fired limestone directly in front of skull also
slight traces of red stain in soil to rear of this skull (not seen

in slide). Enough of this color staining was present as to be almost
suggestive of Red Ocher Culture.

The fractured mid-section of a small grey chert projectile point
was found in the abdominal cavity of this burial. It was just
above (in front of) the lower lumbar vertebra. It appears possible
that this projectile point portion may have been injested.

A11 of the excavated burials that were removed from the construction area were re-
buried on the west slope of the hill and are marked by stones.

STONE, CHERT, ETC.

Burned limestone pieces ranging from the size of a pea to the size of an adult human
fist were scattered through the burials. Much of this stone was fire reddened with
some still hard. Other pieces, the outer surface of which were chalky grey or almost
white, show advanced deterioration from long exposure to fire. As in the case of
Burial #5 some of this red decomposed fired stone may have leached into the soil



in places. Almost all of this stone rubble shows rounding from previous weathering
and/or firing and decomposition. A thin strata of this same fired rubble stone,
mixed with a lesser amount of chert spalls and chips occurs over the whole site

at a depth of approximately one foot and continues upward to the west following
the natural hill level over the excavated burials westward towards, and possibly
over, the ‘higher point where the first burials were discovered and additional un-
disturbed burials probably still exist. We assume this rubble strata to have been
the occupation level. The limestone in this occupation strata and scattered over
‘the site is identified as being the same as that in the outcropping around the
bottom of the hill. A prominent and easily accessible stone source to the site
would have been the outcropping at the lower end of the valley to the south. Most
of the chert found at the site is fossiliferous and 1light to dark grey in color
and occurs locally.

The four manos found in or near the fireplace area were made of grey quartzite.
The metate also found near the fireplace was made of reddish quartzite.

POTTERY

A11 of the pottery sherds found at the site are less than 2 1/2" in size, grit
tempered, and in total,amount to less than a handful. One sherd, smooth, with
buff exterior and grey interior, was found at the top of the valley slope to the
south of the fireplace. Smaller fragments of the same type, badly weathered, were
found further down the valley. Another piece, also buff colored, smooth, and with
a sunburst design, was found in the one foot depth limestone rubble strata between
the fireplace and the grave area to the west. A cord marked sherd with handle and
made from reddish clay was found near bones of burial #5 and at the same level.

A similar type sherd was discovered in a collection bag while cleaning stone
samples from burial #3, and its exact relation to that burial is not known.

-~ PROJECTILE POINTS

Three in all have to date been excavated or been brought in for study. One partial
point, the center section of a small grey arrow or dart was found within the
abdominal cavity of burial #5. Another, a 2 1/4" Hardin point, was found previously
by Mrs. Lehr on the surface of the site near the east edge of the valley slope. The
third, a red and tan side notched archaic type point, was found in the occupation
rubble zone to the northwest of the fireplace.

NEARBY SITES

Approximately three-fourths of a mile to the north on the opposite side of Dillon
Creek is the hilltop burial site 23AN37. Material from this site is Nebraska aspect
(ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES VISITED AND RECORDED BY THE ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM AND THE UNIVER-
SITY OF MISSOURI 4-1961 by J. M. Shippee and Don Reynolds).

Approximately one-half mile East-northeast across K. Highway is the hilltop site
where recently four large copper culture spears (identified by J. M. Shippee) were
found in a cache under limestone slab.. It is Tocated on the north end of Hoffel-
meyer Hill and lacking a site number, is at the present time known as the Hoffelmeyer
Hi1l site. A3 AN Y6



SOME OBSERVATIONS

No Timestone slabs covered any of the five burials that were removed from the con-
struction area. The first burials discovered at the highest point of the hill by

the previous owner, however, were said to have been so covered (the stones remain on
surface at that location) and probing near those burials in the area thought to

be still undisturbed, indicates stone at burial level. - Were stones possibly covering
the excavated burials exposed by cultivation and removed? The originally discovered
burials,heing at the highest point of the hill and very near the edge of the bluff,
may not have been plowed.

No pottery was found in direct association with any burial. The nearest was 12"

from burial #4 and at the same level. (This burial is thought to have been dis-
turbed, possibly by an orchard planting) One sherd, grit tempered and with a sunburst
design, was found in the bank grade at the 12" occupational level 18 feet north of

the west end of the basement. (Also at this location a small red projectile point,
probably archaic, was found)

What appears to be the only direct association of artifact to burial is in the case
of burial #5. The small broken center section of a projectile point (not at this
time identified) was found within the abdominal cavity. The base and point of this
piece unfortunately, were not located. Since the remainder of this point could not
be Tocated, it could possibly have been injested. Identification and possibie dating
of this projectile point portion would seem to be of prime significance.

A similarity can be noted between the Lehr site occupational strata and a similar
zone at the one-half mile distant Hoffelmeyer Hi11 site. Both sites have a line of
similar stone rubble of about the same thickness at the same 12" depth below present
day grass surface. In November 1975, when the Hoffelmeyer Hill Copper Culture

spear cache was discovered, the 12" deep rubblestone strata was subsequently exposed
by grading, and as indicated by depth comparison it was assumed that the two were
contemporayy. (No pottery was found in the rubble during grading nor in either of
the fireplaces uncovered during the grading at the Hoffelmeyer site) A possibility
is offered for consideration: Could both Hoffelmeyer Hill site and the Lehr site
zones be Copper Culture occupation with later Nebraska type pottery intruded at

the Lehr site? Or, are both sites contemporary with the Nebraska Culture site to
the north across Dillon Creek with the Copper Culture spear cache occuring long
before? Not enough carbon was found 1in fireplaces of the Hoffelmeyer Hill site

for a carbon 14 test. Carbon and bone from the Lehr site have however been isolated
and are available for Carbon 14 test.

Chert chips and pottery fragments on the surface of the slope of the sheltered valley
to the south point up the necessity of further investigation of that area to search
for a possible refuse midden near top and/or habitations below on the sides of the
valley..

Mr. Lehr, interested in establishing the identity of the people and the approximate
time that they lived on the hill, has offered to pay the cost of a carbon:-14 dating
test, that is, if enough comparative artifact information is present to make such a
dating of value in identifying this and other area sites.

Is there any method of correlating time passage to the amount of soil build-up on
the top of a loess hill so as to date the 12" deep occupation zone at the Lehr site?
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FCR PUBLICATION IN RADIOCARBON

-~ Each description should include the following data, 1if possible in
“the order given: '
' 1. ‘Laberatory nunber, descriptive name (ordinarily that of the .
locality of collection), and the dute expressed in years BP (before

. present, ie, before AD 1950) and, for finite dates, in years AD/BC. The
_standard error following the date should express, within limits of + lo,

_-the leboratory's estimate of the accuracy of the radiocarbon measurement,
- @8 judged on physicochemical (not geologic or archaeologic) grounds.

g,2i\ﬁ5ﬁbstanae of which the sample 1s composed; if a plant or Aniﬁ:lbk?u h

" “fossil, the ‘scleatific name if possible; otherwise the popular name; but .
. not both. . Also, where pertinent, the name of the person identifying A

. However, references that contain them can be cited.

 the specimen.

o f;'iﬂ‘gPEécisé geographic location, including latitude-longitude
~coordinates. | s

SRR ﬂggcurrencg and stratigraphic position in precise terms; use of )
"metric system exclusively. = Stratigraphic sequences should not be included,

gt S R e , ‘ e W
© . . 5. Reference to relevant publications, Citations within a description
- should be, to author and year, with specific pages where appropriate. -
. References to published date lists should cite the sample no., journal.

" (R for Radiocarbon), years, vol, and specific page (eg, M~1832, R, 1968,

v';v,lo,,pvQZ).a Full bibliographic references are listed alphabetically.

m'}:gﬁ;m'ngte,td,célléétién and name of collector,

e ,‘j7;.Eﬂ§§agof.person'éubmitting,the7samp1e to the laboratory, and =~
. neme'and address of institution or organization with which ;ubmittgraip% _

| afeilaced.

- 8., (Coament, usually compering the date with other relevant dates, for
~each of which sample numbers and references must be quoted, as presctibed
- above. : Interpretive material, summarizing the significance and implicity
- showing that the radiocarbon measurement was worth making, belongs here,
- -as do techanical matters, eg, civinilecal pretreatment, special laboratory
difficulties, etc.

et tha end of the manuscript, in the form recommended in Suggestions to Authors;i.ﬂ:fg;



C-14 RADIOISOTOPE LABORATORY

Radiocarbon Date List #

Sample Descriptions

I. Archaeological Samples
II. Geological Samples

a. Country OS A
) /S50 Bra_ BST
| l' State ‘s: Ll gt LA . AD 370
S DIC "‘ . Lo Site:_ Lo Jin (22 AN Y 5)

(name and number)

Deécrigtipn:

Submitted by D.R. & ams

_»ééﬁérélﬁgbmménts:*(' ) initials of author

“*Comment, usually comparing the date with other relevant dates, for each of

 which sample numbers and references must be quoted, as prescribed above.
Interpretive material, summarizing the significance and. implicity showing
that the radiocarbon measurement was worth making, belongs here, as do

technical matte:s, eg, chemical pretreatment, special laboratory difficulties,
etc, '
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ml %}" College of Arts and Science

Archaeological Survey
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA
Room 22 Switzler Hall
Columbia, Missouri 65201
Telephone (314) 882-8364
(314) 882-8273

March 2, 1977

Mr. Donovan Reynolds
St. Joseph Museum

11th & Charles St. -
St. Joseph, Mo. 64501

Dear Don:

Reference is made to the radiocarbon samples submitted for the
Lehr Site 23 AN 45 enclosed is a copy of the anaysis received
back from the Dicarb Radioisotope Lab. Their sample number DIC-
660 dis 1580 BP + 85 or AD 370. If you have any comments to make
on the copy of the’information sheet please let me know.

I am pleased to be able to help you in getting this work done and
will be interested in any input you may have in the future. I
hope the winter has treated you well and I am sure you are look-
ing forward to spring. Hope to .see you at the Spring Meeting of
Missouri Archaeological Society.

Sincerely yours,

4

N
“ﬁﬁvéﬁtﬁl Evans
Manager

Enclosure
DRE:ct

an equal opportunity institution




More on Previous Digging in Lehr Site Burials
September 22, 1976

It now develops that a partial skull, brought to the St. Joseph Museum about four
years ago by a former St. Joseph Archaeological Society member, was dug from the
Lehr Site. Club member, Parley Butler, at that time came to the museum with the
upper portion of a crumbling human skull and said that he and others had dug it
and some other bones from a hilltop north of the Boy Scout camp (Geiger). He
could not give the exact location but said that he could draw a map so that we
could better mark the location. Somewhat later he was transferred by his employer,

Quaker Oats Company, to Salt Lake City. He had not yet provided us with the map.

Recently, Michael R. Fisher, President of the St. Joseph Archaeologocal Society,
recalled that Butler had instead given him the map showing the location of the
digging. Fisher will turn it over to the museum. According to Fisher, the exact
spot that is now referred to as the Lehr Burial Site was marked on the topographical

map as the spot where they (Butler and friend) dug up the skull.

(It is possible that Mr. Butler may have felt somewhat less cooperative after his
visit to the museum with the skull and consequently gave the map to Mr. Fisher.
He was admonished for promiscuous and unauthorized digging of Indian burials and
reminded that individual members of the St. Joseph Archaeological Society are
pledged not to dig burial remains except when assisting a state archaeological

society or possibly the St. Joseph Museum with salvage archaeology.)




April 2, 1976

Mr. Dave Evans
University of Missouri
Archaeological Research
Columbia, Mo. 65201

Dear Dave:

I had hoped to reach you on the phone but find you are out for the
weekend . so a letter will reach you just as soon.

We are involved in a salvage dig on a loess bluff to the north of
St. Joseph where a local contractor is building himself a nice home over-
Tooking the Missouri River Valley. The spot chosen happens to be smack
dab in the middle of Indian burials. We (the museum assisted by the
St. Joseph Archaeological Society) have salvaged out 5 burials so far.
The information we need is on carbhon 14 dating. HMr. Jim Lehr, the owner
of the property and the buidder of the house, has become interested and
will donate a couple of hundred dollars towards the cost of the carbon 14
dating. We probably have some Nebraska Culture shince it appeared across
a valley some years back and seems to be similar. The offer of payment
of the carbon 14 tests, we feel, should be taken advantage of. -l

Some questions. WWo are you using for carbon 14 dating? Can you
give us some idea of the cost and the address of the concern? Also, how
long does it take to get a dating back? Could you send us some information,
brochures or whatever, to help us out?

I have isolated a femur from a burial. Also a fist-sized amount of
charcoal from a fire pit. Although we know carbon is the best for dating,
we had planned to date both the bone and the carbon. Both test specimens
were only about one foot in depth, the surface having been eroded we don't
know how much, by garden cultivation on the top of the knob hill. We
wonder if the close proximity to the present day surface will in any way
adversely effect the accuracy of the carbon dating? This maybe you can
tell us.




Mr. Dave Evans
April 2, 1976
Page 2

Dave, please get us this information as soon as possible for our
benefactor is anxious, and we don't want the offer to slip away. Thank
you. for your efforts and time. Will try to get a report down when every-
thing is rounded up.

Sincerely,

Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
St. Joseph Museum
Pony Express Museum

DLR:js
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May 28, 1976

Mr. Mett Shippee
3622 Russell Rd.
Kansas City, Mo. 64117

Dear Mett:

Many thanks for listening in on our problems and for your helpful
comments on some. Also, thank you (I think) for the flattering but
somewhat erronious salutation in your letter. (You called us archaeolo-
gists) I can only speak for myself, but must. 1 fully realize the
1imitations of amataurs and feel sorely incompetent when such as the
Lehr Site develops right in front of us. We (the St. Joseph Museum) ,
as you know, try to keep our noses out of digging as much as possible
except in case of salvage work where we are the only outfit with shovel,
camera and pencil around. This time we got "snuck” up on. Didn't really
expect to have to excavate five burials. It is at times such as this that
we have to strain our amateur standing to the utmost and then lean on
the nearest professional. Well, Mett, you are close and we keep pester-
ing you. I guess I shouldn't really have said that! You have never
acted as if you were pestered. To the contrary--and again, I say thanks.
There are so many new techniques, etc. defeloping that now make even
the most obstruse clues produce valuable information that one is hesi-
tant to get so far involved as we became at Lehr's. 1 remember well your
words of many years ago. "Once you stick your shovel in the ground you
are in trouble!"

The charcoal is on its way to Dave Evans to be sent along to Dicar
Labs with their next shipment. This is supposed to save us $25 by
taking advantage of their $100 per test price. We did not send the femur
bone, only the charcoal. Will keep it in foil for another possible test
just in case Mr. Lehr would want to go that much further.

Your advice to check the vally to the south of the Lehr Site is
noted and will be taken if Jim Lehr agrees to some digging in his front
yard.

: I did save teeth from the burials and recall that they are mostly
well worn. I have not checked for cavities but will.




wr. Mett Shippee
ay 28, 1976
page 2

I am still chasing the third and last copper culture point from
the Hoffelmeyer Hi1l cache. The construction worker that latched on to
it when discovered is still at large. I have driven out to his place
in the country four times and others, including one of thase that will
loan his own spear, disa trying also to help by persuading him when and if
we can chase him down. Called Mr. Eichenberger and he will try to get
right on the job when we finally get all four points.

These big, side-notched points intrigue me! Maybe it is because
of their mystery. Wish someone would take a try at solving this mystery,
i1f indeed it is one.

Well, thanks again Mett.

Sincerely,

Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
St. Joseph Museum
Pony Express Museum

DLR:js




May 25, 1976

Irene C. Stehli, Director
Discar Corporation
Radioisotope Laboratory
2040 Adelbert Road
Cleveland, Dhio 44106

Dear Mrs. Stehli:
Please find enclosed one charcoal samnle for radiocarbon dating:
Date Collected: February 24, 1976

Submittor: David R. Evans, Manager, Archaeological Survey of Missouri
for the St. Joseph Museum, St. Joseph, Mo.

Collector: Don L. Reynolds - St. Joseph Museum

Organization of Submittor: American Archaeclogy Division, University of
Missouri-Columbia, 22 Switzler Hall, Columbia, Missouri,
65201 and the St. Joseph Museum, 11th and Charles Street,
St. Joseph, Mo. 64501

The samples are from the Lehr Archaeological Site (the site number yet to
be designated) in Andrew County, Missouri. The site is located in the west
1/2 of the south 1/2 of the S.W. corner of Sec. 7, Township 58N Range 35W,
Andrew County, Mo. Occupation in the immediate area of the site could
range from 1000 AD to 5000 BC.

Latitude 39° 51'10" Longitude 94° 53'W

Sample was taken from among stones of a fireplace at a depth of 12-14".

Yours truly,

D. L. Reynolds David R. Evans, Manager
St. Joseph Museum Department of Anthropology
University of Missouri
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5, 1976

<
)

Mr. David R. Evans, Manager
Department of Anthropology
Room 22 Swttzler Hall
Columbia, Mo. 65201

Dear Dave:

Attached nlease find our sample of charcoal from the Lehr Site in
Andrew County that you already know about. I have tried to follow your
letter for sdabmittina this sample to the Dicar Corporation. If it is
not correct. pencil it and send it back and we will do it right. Also
enclosed is a more complete description of the dig at the site. This
we are sending to you so that we mav have a site number assigned to it.
We are enclosina a check for 3100 frmm the museum and will be reimbursed
by Mr. Lehr since he is the one paying for the testing. I understand
that it will be 8 months or so before we will hear anything from this
test.

Now for another matter--the four copper culture spears that were
found within shouting distance of the above Lehr Site. We are still
chasing the fourth spear and still hope to acquire it and have all
four copied in acrylic. Phoned Mr. Eichenberger and he said he could
get to it when and if we can send them to him. You will hear from us
later on this.

Thanks for your help. Dave.

Sincerely,

D. L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
St. Joseph Museum
Pony Express Museum

DLR:js
Enc.




3218 GLADSTONE BOULEVARD / KANSAS CITY / MISSOURI 64123 / TELEPHONE 816-483-8300

3622 Russell Road, Kansas City, Mo. May 23,1976

Don Reynolds and Mike Fisher
SteJoseph Museum and St.Joseph Archeological Society
Kensas City Suburb 2?7?77 Moe

Dear Archeologists:

The Lehr site requires me to besome serious so away with the funny stuff.
Your account of salvage work at the site surely gives the story of the difficulty
we have in trying to recover the information after the bulldozers have ran amuck.
I think thet you have recorded about all that was possible under the circumstances,
but I could follow your work better if you had a contour map of the immediate
areas say one that covers a section or two. I need it to note the creeks, ravines
hills and ridges. If you publish it, be sure to show the house and torn up area.

Your description of the site and area are adequate, the slides are fantestic,
showing the stratified layer of camp debree which I believe was left by a rather
long occupation by & culture which liked to camp or live on a high ridge as most
nomedic people seemed to do. It is too bad that you didn't get to see the old
owners artifacts thet he told Lehr had come from the site. Now, all that remains
to be done is to carefully excavate & heck of a lot on that hill top and determine
which of two cultures ceme firet and who buried their dead there. I suspect that
the Nebraska Culture people used the hill for a cemetery, long after the campers
came there on their seminomadic way of hunting and gathering to live. You need
artifacte of at least the cempers but a good physical anthropologist should have
been there to carefully exsmine the skulls to try and determine if the people
were round or long headed, were the teeth like Woodland peoples or full of caries
and absesses like those of the burials that Aker got near Sugar Creek, whie h
were & mixture of Mississippisn and Nebraska Culture people.

The people who left the boiling stones or stones on which meat was plmced
to grill should have lost some flint artifaets and grinding impliments and an ax
or two. They would have repaired hunting tools and left the broken ones.

I hope that your more than adequate sample of charcoal was associated with an
artifact such as might have been in a fireplace and came from a fairly deep
layer where it may have resisted contamination which would reduce the true age.
I like good solid burned branches for we sent in some charred materisl from
nobtheast Kensas at the Squaw Creek site that I know must have been corn stalks
and the date from Japan was away too late for the Nebraska Culture Pottery that
was in the big pit at the site by the road banke That wes where we got the
half gallon of charred corn and beans which I sent alli over, this country for

”

various experts to see. D éd@qééaﬂ/ poeep s Tl coo ffﬁ«m
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I want to return your report quickly so am hurrying this to you pronto.
I have one hesk of & time answering letters and trying to help out with all
that I might be able to do , and worst of all I am trying to get my notes and
clippings in some sort of order , while I am not too damn disgusted with the
would-be archeologists that I think are dominating the profession in recent years.
The following quote keeps me plugging along®” Much remains to be done, much still
will remain nor shall any man born after the revolution of a thousand ages b e
denied the opportunity to contribute something ee.....% o

Good Night fellows, Mett Shippee /).t

ADMINISTERED BY THE KANSAS CITY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION FOR KANSAS CITY / MEMBER: MIDWEST MUSEUM CONFERENCE / MEMBER: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS
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May 28, 1976

Mr. James Lehr
2607 Regent
St. Joseph, Mo. 64506

Dear Jim:

The charcoal sample from your Indian site is on its way to Missouri
University at Columbia and from there will be sent along with some of
theirsswn test material to Dicar Laboratories for carbon 14 testing.

By including our sample with theirs, we are able to cut the $125 cost

per test to $100. We sent only the charcoal sample and will hold the femur
bone in case an additional test might possibly be necessary. It will
probably be about eight months before we have any information back.

I took all of the written information and the pottery samples and
the slides down for Mett Shippee to look at. He is inclined to agree
that the pottery is Nebraska aspect as on the hill to the north. He has
for sometime also known of the Hoffelmeyer Hill spear cache that was found
in the water trench leading into the basement of Ralph Stanton's new
house and he is aware of the similarity of the habitation strata beneath
the surface of the two sites. Incidentally he examined several sample
stones from the one foot deep occupation level strata and thinks they
are cooking stones. He advised that we go ahead with the radio-carbon
dating.

I am sending along a copy of the site information to date.

You can make your check payable to the St. Joseph Museum. That way
it will be tax deductible as a contribution.

Sincerely,

Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
St. Joseph Museum
Pony Express Museum




w/ml College of Arts and Science

Archaeological Survey
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA '
Room 22 Switzler Hall

Columbia, Missouri 65201
Telephone (314) 882-8364
July 2, 1976 (314) 882-8273

Donovan L. Reynolds
Director

St. Joseph Museum
11th and Charles St.
St. Joseph, MO 64501

Dear Don:

I have received the charcoal samples that we sent to Dicar
Corporation which has been accomplished and also acknowledge
your letter regarding the making of casts from the Hoffelmeyer
Hill Site to Allan Eichenberger, and return the check which
you sent with the specimen to request that you have it made
out to the University of Missouri, Missouri Archaeological
Society Grant. I am sorry to have to ask you to do this, and
I am sure I must not have communicated to you the way that
this should be done. The site number for the Lehr archae-
ological site in Andrew County is 23 AN 45.

I hope you enjoyed your trip to Saverton to see Al Eichenberger,
and appreciate your willingness to go to such an extent to
deliver the specimens in relationship to the onus concerned
about the safety. If you would send me an article on it and

a copy of it, I would be happy to put it in our newsletter.

Sincerely yours,

vid R. Evans
Manager

DRE:rtv

p.s. Site # for Hoffelmeyer Hill is 23 AN 46.

an equal opportunity institution



July 21, 1976

Mr. David R. Evans, Manager
Archaeological Survey

Room 22, Switzler Hall
Columbia, Mo. 65201

Dear Dave:

Enclosed is the revised check as specified in
payment for radio carbon dating of the samples from
the Lehr site in Andrew County 23 AN 45.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
St. Joseph Huseum
Pony Express Museum
DLR:Js

Enc.




University of Missouri = Columbia

Room 22 Switzler Hall COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE Telephone
Columbia, Missouri 65201 Archaeological Survey 314-882-8364

August 4, 1976

Don L. Reynolds

Asst. Director

St. Joseph Museum

11th § Charles St.

St. Joseph, Mo. 64501

Dear Don:

Thank you for contributing archaeological site information
to the Archaeological Survey of Missouri.

Site numbers have been permanently assigned and will remain
indefinitely with the data bank of Missouri archaeology.

The site numbers and recorded locations appear below. Please
examine the data and advise us of any discrepancies with

your original form, since typographical errors are impossible
to eliminate. We attempt to keep the Survey records precise
and accurate and your help is appreciated.

Please feel free to contact us with further information on
these sites, or to report new sites.

Site Number Sec. Twp. Range County
23 AN 45 Lehr Site 7 58N 35W Andrew
23 AN 46 Hoffelmeyer Hill 7 58N 35W Andrew
Siwhrrely yours,

rfi’akm”“

David R. Evans, Manager



3218 GLADSTONE BOULEVARD / KANSAS CITY / MISSOURI 64123 / TELEPHONE 816-483-8300

3622 Russell Road N,E. Kansas City Mo. 64117

March 21, 1977

Mr.Don Reynoldsy,Asst. Director
Saint Joseph Musewm

Dear Don:

I have finally waded through the litter where I try to work and after
Checking through my files on the St.Joseph reports that I made back in 1961,
Thank goodness, I had & copy that I saved and your museum had sent me another
copy on heavy paper. On the last, I had made & scrawled note that told that
the "™Mound (23 AN 37 ) has been dug into previously, meny times, also farmers
over (above ) Mr.Sonnewald's place told of wagon loads of bones that were
teken from the mound and fed to hogs. Great Jehove % , wouldn't that item
make & physical anthropologist have hysterics.

. Your Date of A.D.370 is just about right for late Hopewell but could be
right for the time when the Plains Woodland come into the picture and the
Nebrasks Culture ( Woodland and Mississippian mixed ) may have been pushing
south from Nebrasks to complicate the An'bhropologyﬁ Steed-Kisgker people
at Farley,Mo. were still pure Mississippian stocly\an with no mixing in bed
with those Woodland people from the Prairies. Aj.Johnson and Henning wouldn't
like this at all. I am Scotch~-Irish, British an Welsh and now Margaret has
contaminated that stock with German,Prench and more Irish and Scotech; And
our kids have really mixed thinge. People are the funniest monkeys.

From my notes on 23 AN 37, I ecan't think of any cultural relations fobr
the people buried in tha big mound ( for Hog vitamins) but repeat that they
were of the Nebraska Culture and those from the Lehr site are quite likely the

@xﬁ' same Cornhuskers.
wA
Nt “ ; In rereading my notes, there is a note that Don Reynolds has Photos of
{ that mound when it was being vandalized and some notion ef the number of bur-
ials that were found. That was in 1938, Don't forget that number or a good
guess. The Museum mey have the scant number of artifacts that we found in the
dirt that had been thrown out. I recall that a few things were over the bank
and down that abrupt slope. More may still be there where tha diggers cast them
off as no good for the fireplace mantel.

&’
-

Your brochures are informetive. I hope the K.C.Museum got some. I dont ,
want them to think that they are too darn good, at informing people and the ,
only ones who can do ite

I have another letter to write if I can find the address ; so bye for now.
Oun sarlieil dale for Fhead ~Iishen i28TS AD
M” Mﬁﬂﬁ R é:dl e e J'»OIZ,‘?OA D
Mett Shippee Ao Velrardls Capot o probatily oo '
belliine, A1 F00 aud, U/zoo i

ADMINISTERED BY THE KANSAS CITY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION FOR KANSAS CITY / MEMBER MIDWEST MUSEUM CONFERENCE / MEMBER: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS
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March 3, 1977

Mr. J. Mett Shippee
3622 Russell Road
Kansas City, Mo. 64117

Dear Mett:

A letter from Dave Evans, just delivered this A.M. brought the carbon 14 date
for the 23AN45 Lehr Site located north of St. Joseph. Decarb Radio Isotope Lab
has established a date of approximately 370 A.D. I know this will be of interest
to you since you saw the report and slides from the site. Also the 23AN45 site
is only 3/4 mile to the south of the 23AN37 burial hill that you and I visited in
1961 and you recorded. .

As mentioned on the phone, I believe that you may have returned the Lehr site
information since I did not, but should have mentioned at the time, that it was an
extra copy and that you could keep it if you wished. I have made a copy and am
enclosing it.

Now as for the date of 370 A.D.--I guess that would put it about in Middle Wood-
land wouldn't it? I recall that in your letter of 5/23/76 you mentioned that “teeth
of the Woodland peonle are usually worn badly." Of the five burials that we ex-
cavated and removed for Jim Lehr, one had no skull, one was a juvenile with a full
set of good teeth and the remaining three were all adults with badly worn teeth.

(I saved teeth from the burials, have them here at the museum, and checked them
again.) Another straw to grab at!

We would appreciate and highly value any of your thoughts that might be stirred
up by the A.D. 370 carbon dating.

A
Enjoyed talking with you over the phone and gettina the latest going around.

1 do hope that the fracas in the brewing does not explode to the detriment of
archaeology in general. p

Best regards from all here-- And a Happy Birthday!

Sincerely,

Don R.

P.S. Maude sends her best. Thanks for loan of slide of myself (enclosed).




April 9,1977

Mr. J. M. Shippee
3622 Russell Road
Kansas City, Mo. 64117

Dear Mett:

Just a quick few words in reply to your letter of
April 6. The so-called looting of the Amazonia 23AN37
site happened in the early days of the 1900's before
either Heflin, Branson or I were involved. As we
were told, a local minister in that area did considerable
hobby digging, as well as others, and the farmer that
you know about who dug the bone material for feed for
hogs. Allen (or ourselves) had nothing to do with any
of that. It was Branson of the museum and Heflin
and I who later tried to put some of the péeces to~
gether. Didn't want you to think Allen was part of
that earlier plundering.

See you at the meetings, I hope.

Sincerely,




March 4, 1977

Mr. James A. Lehr
Route 2
St. Joseph, Mo. 64505

Dear Jim:

The long awaited carbon 14 dating on the 23AN45 site is in hand. The
date is approximately 370 A.D. A copy of the report is enclosed. Hawe
forwarded a copy to Mett Shippee for his comment and hope to hear from him
before long. Will pass along his comments when they arrive.

I was in a way pleased with the date in that there was some 1ittle sus-
picign= on my own part that maybe the fireplace charcoal chuck that we
submitted might hage been from a stump burnt out at some early time and
covered back up. This horrible thought had plagued me ever since we sent
the sample, so now comes relief from that worry that we might have squandered
your money for naught. That is a chance that must be taken--a gamble that
paid off. Mett had thought the chuck of charcoal from the fireplace was
number one in importance over the femur bone from the burial that was also
considered for a carbon 14 test. We still have the femur isolated in foil
and if the need arose could send it as a back-up test.

The date 370 A.D. will certainly give you something to think about. It's
not everyone that has such an interesting back yard. Haven't asked Mett yet
but I would expect that the 370 A.D. date may be considered to be, possibly,
on the younger side if a speculation of accuracy is made, since being somewhat
near the surface, water at times could leach particles of more recent and
radioactive substance down to the sample. So maybe the fireplace was used
even before 370 A.D. Something for you to ponder on while you are sitting up yf
there in the crow's nest watching the ghosts of the 49'ers wind their way
toward Belmont.

Thanks to you and your mother for taking a chance with the carbon 14 testing.
Now archaeologists, now and later, at least have a date figure to work with. Mett
is going to send our report and the carbon dating report to Dr. Waldo Wedel since
he, too, is interested in our area.

Thanks again.
Sincerely,

Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
DLR:js St. Joseph Museum
Enc. Pony Express Museum




March 31, 1977

Mr. J. Mett Shippee
3622 Russell Road
Kansas City, Mo. 64117

Dear Mett:

I have finally gotten around to getting the color prints of
23AN45 dowm to you. I took only color slides of the dig and before
I could get prints made to go with the information, Jim Lehr
borrowed the slide set for copying. He had it for long enough
that I became worried and jogged his memory. Couldn't get too
overly anxious with him though since his family paid the bill for
carbon dating of charcoal from the fire pit at his site. So,
better late than never. I am sending along some small prints
that you can include with the information that I sent you on Lehr's
23AN45. 1Incidentally, Jim has been telling some of the local club
members that he will pay for another C-14 dating if need be. I
had i1solated some of the skeletal material (a femur) just in case
another test might be in order, but had told Jim that you and others
thought that the carbon from the fire pit would be more reliable,
8e we sent it for the testing. Now he is curious as to the burials.
Wonders (as do we all) if the fire pit was for sure from people
buried there. I am tempted to take advantage of his curioamity
(again). Dave seemed a little doubtful of the need for the other
test due to a lack of good identifying artifacts from the Lehr dig.
Anyway I had to finally stress that we had this chance for a free
dating and wanted to take advantage of it. I am glad now that we
did. What do you think about also carbon testing the bone?

Oh yes, in your mention of 23AN37 your information that I have
photos of the vandalizing of that site is in error. The pictures
that I have were taken when a somewhat systematic dig was attempted
in the rubbkle, years after the original "Sunday afternoon digging"
took place. The museum has artifacts from the dig and I am trying
to get a pot that got away from us returned. It is in a small
museum in Kansas and I am not sure how it found its way there.

This 23AN37 or 'Amazonia" dig as it was known in 1938 was abandoned
more or less in desperation since it was turned out to be a sifting
of other people's tailings. There was only one adult skeleton intact




Mr. J. Mett Shippee
March 31, 1977
Page 2

and a couple of infants also that had not been disturbed. These were
at the very bottom and and had been missed by the previous Sunday
diggers as was the pot which was near the east edge. 0. T. Branson
oversaw the dig and kept records of sort which were turned over to
the St. Joseph Museum when he moved away. I have not been able to
locate them recently but think they should turn up. Dr. Allen
Heflin a year or so ago took back his collection and some 6f the
23AN37 material belonged to him. So now we have only that portion
that Branson left here when he moved to the Southwest.

Mett, thanks for your letter of March 21 and your opinion on the
Lehr site people. Speaking of bones, I have been putting mine to
extra use... Have two gardens going and a porch to repair, a fence
to bulld and a roof to replace (among other things). Hoorah! Spring
is here. Hope all of the Shippee bones are sound, solid and in action.

The best from all here.

Sincerely,
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I was surprised 10 Learn wimu naswse coee : /f’«“ U | of the
big mound 23 AN 37 and that you once had his share of it. He has never said a word
and T have been at his big house to inspect what I presumed to be the most of
his collections. He is our First Vice Dheiidentand Program Chairman. He has
& terrific pile of junk in his basement museum, from =all over the world.

e ew

together by

I think I will eventually return the photos unless Jane and her husband
will want them for thelr retirement. He is a physical anthmpologist but
an AirForce Pilot is not likely to retire to cévilian life in this day and age
with the paltry pay of the academic professions. They are at Fairbanks, Alasks.

The neucleer bomb from the K.C.Star is scheduled to be dropped in four
sucessive days on April 1l---14; alf over the country. The one on the 12th
nmay heve the Missouri City scanddd _Z_I:‘_'is not censured, as they all may be.

We are still alive and kicking quite strongly and think that you all
are too. We really hope so for we value your presence on earth and interest
in American archeology and the birds and bees.

Sincerely, M

Mett Shippee

ADMINISTERED BY THE KANSAS CITY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION FOR KANSAS CITY / MEMBER: MIDWEST MUSEUM CONFERENCE / MEMBER: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS
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3218_éLADSTONE BOULEVARD / KANSAS CITY / MISSOURI 64123 / TELEPHONE 816-483-8300
5622 Russell Road, N.E. 64117

April 6,1977

Mr.Donald Reynolds, Assistent Director
Ste.Joseph Museum

11 th and Charles Street

Ste Joseph, Missouri 64501

Dear Don:

The color photos of the two sites (23 AN 37 and 23 An 153}, their adjacent
terrain and the artifects that were assoclated with the cemp end burials, help
me quite & bit in discussing what you have there. The photography is as I
would expect, damm good. The burials have been uncovered expertly, considering
the expediency.

The sunburst decoration on the one rim is Steed-Kisker Misgsissippian
snd the bodysherd with the riveted loop handle must be of the same cultural
complex. The metate section, the two manos and the hwavily fired stone slabs
of the fireplsce may suggest to me the camp debrée of an Archaic complex of
about 4,000 B.C. whach was s common trait of our earlier cultures. They liked the
high hills and ridges. Fred Wendotf of Texas and New Mexico thoughtlis e trait
caused by the better view to locate geme and not necessarily for protection
Prom hostile Indians. They came to camp, the Mississippian people came up there
to bury the fleshless bones of their relatived which were partly held together by
certilage. S

I was surprised to learn that Allen Heflin was one of the looters of the
big mound 23 AN 37 and that you once had his ghare of it. He has never said a word
and I have been at his big house to inspect what I presumed to be the most of
his collections. He is our First Vice Dredidentand Progrem Chairmen. He has
e terrific pile of junk in his basement museum, from ell over the world.

I think I will eventually return the photos unless Jane and her husband
will want them for their retirement. He is a physical anthropologist but
an AirForce Pilot is not likely to retire to cévilian life in this day and age
with the paltry pay of the academic professions. They are at Fairbanks, Alaska.

The neuclear bomb from the K.C.Star is scheduled to be dropped in four
sucessive days on April 11-—-14; al?ovgr the country. The one on the 12th
mey have the Missouri City scanddd Eg'is not censured, as they all may be.

We are still alive and kicking quite strongly and think thet you all
are too. We really hope so for we value your presence on earth and interest
in American archeology and the birds and bees.

Sincerely, M

Mett Shippee

ADMINISTERED BY THE KANSAS CITY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION FOR KANSAS CITY / MEMBER: MIDWEST MUSEUM CONFERENCE / MEMBER: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS
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AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHRCPOLOGY
Office: 15 Switzler Hall

i e Date: L/[/é /?C

To:\\ D“"g @(—LJ(\ Q (6'6-11

From: ! el )(1A¢£L_ k:>i55;)614,\/,///

Please note and return.

For your information and disposition.
_____Please note and forward.
______May I have your comments?

_____ Please sign and return,

Remarks:

ULBU‘JLJ\QGL.L_\JJL oL WAL L LWL .

| 2 e

b

Sample #106-8-2:
Sample #1J06-8-3:

College of Arts and Science

Department of Anthropology
American Archaeology

Room 15 Switzler Hall
Columbia, Missouri 65201
Telephone (314) 882-8273

/ /

g&gal samplesvfor radiocarbon

nager, Archaeological Survey of

~merican Archaeology Division,
. Uniwersity of Missouri-Columbia, 22 Switzler
\ . Hall, Gelumbia, Missouri 65201

e\ggmples afeafrom the Shriver Archaeological Site 23DV12
Davies unty, Missouri.
, this site is thought to date around 6000-8000 BP.

Based on the artifacts
Longitude 94051 459 W

hearth area upper level
hearth area lower level

Thése two samples come from an area suspected to be a small
fire pit. It/could be intrusive or possibly a burned stump

(see attachgd notes).

R Sample #105-1: not associated with cultural materials
This sample may be usable for dating the geologic development
at the site (see attached notes).

Should any problem arise concerning the processing of these

three samples, please contact me.

I would also appreciate

an estimate of the time of processing.

Yours truly,

%WM 2 /LQ%L
Michael J. "Reagant(
Archaeologist

Vs ;/.f D
/*-—-.//Zm {’/1)&’“‘/

David R. Evans
Manager

an equal opportunity institution




College of Arts and Science

; Department of Anthropology
American Archaeology

Room 15 Switzler Hail
Columbia, Missouri 65201
Telephone (314) 882-8273

ERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA

October 14, 1975

Irene C. Stehh@ Director
Dicar Corporation

Radioisotope Laboratory,
2040 Adelbert Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44190

Dear Ms. Stehl:

Please find enclosed three chiarcoal samples for radiocarbon

dating:

Second of four samprQMHh%

Date Collected: (ﬁulx\ijis a
Submittor: David\R. Evans, Manager, Archaeological Survey of

Missouri

Collector: Michael X. Reagan

/Submittor: American Archaeology Division,
rsity of Missouri-Columbia, 22 Switzler
umbia, Missouri 65201

Organization o

e\égmples aré\from the Shriver Archaeological Site 23DV12
Davies unty, Missouri. Based on the artifacts
{ e is thought to date around 6000-8000 BP.

"30"N Longitude 94951 45uy

Sample #106-8-2: hearth area upper level
Sample #1/06-8-3: hearth area lower level
Thése two samples come from an area suspected to be a small
fire pit. 1It/could be intrusive or possibly a burned stump
(see attiiggd notes).

IT Sample #105-1: not associated with cultural materials
This sample may be usable for dating the geologic development
at the site (see attached notes).

Should any problem arise concerning the processing of these
three samples, please contact me. I would also appreciate
an estimate of the time of processing.

Yours truly,

'— / / st / /Ja—‘w/

Mlchael J. eagan Dav1d R. Evans
Archaeologist Manager

an equal opportunity institution



RADIOISOTOPES MY

Sample Information Summary

Dr. Anthony J. Sumodi, Director

te of Collection
ame of Submittor
of Submitting
pization of Submittor
288 of Submittor

ECTIMATED SAMPLE AGE:

Sample Description

1. Sample Composition (Scientific names where possible).




Zary Sample Location (incl. Latitude & Longitude to nearest minute).

)--—'———""‘“—‘W._..____

3. Occurrence and Stratigraphic Position including Matrix Description

. III. Miscellaneous

1. Additional information which the Submittor feels pertinent for
Sample Analysis. L

e A
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