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June 28, 2004

Sarah M. Elder

St. Joseph Museum Inc.
P.O. Box 128

St. Joseph, MO 64502

Dear Sarah,

Thank you for your help in registering the True Davis site. The Archaeological Survey of
Missouri (ASM) has assigned the site number: 22AN0161. The report and site location
are now on record for researchers that contact ASM.

As I mentioned a copy of one of the reports was found in Carl Chapman’s papers, which
are being archived here. Dr. Chapman had consulted in many archaeological salvage
projects in our state. We are still uncovering many projects he worked on and we are
now over a decade since his untimely death. His work and others like him have resulted
in saving much information that would have been lost.

Thanks again for your help with the True Davis site.

Sincerely,

Candace A. Sall
Curation Manager
sallc@missouri.edu
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True Pavis Dig Thurs., Apr. 16, 1981

At 5:10 P.M. -a call from Mr. True Davis to Don R. Not home but returned the call on
arrival at 5:15.

Human bones had been found when workmen were digging a trench for a new porch at the
rear (east) side of his home at 7601 N. Belt. "Buttons, beads and metal found."

At 5:30 Don R. to 7601 N. Belt to investigate.

‘A foundation trench had been opened by the Rauth Construction Co. and was ready for
concrete pouring. Reinforcement rods were in place and grade stakes driven. 1
talked with both Mr., and Mrs. Davis. They showed me bones that had been dug out
and also the metal buttons and ornaments. Several rusted pieces of metal, one of
which appears to have been a knife. A whetstone and a gun flint were among the
items taken out during the trench excavation. Also some two dozen glass beads of
assorted sizes. The Davis's said that they were told that the skull was just within
the corner of the trench edge. Bones already removed by the workmen were in a dust
pan set aside from the work area. They appeared to be portions of femur and arm
bones. The mandible and portion of the skull were also in the pan. Some dis-
satisfaction was expressed, especially by Mrs. Davis because the workmen had not
told them of the discovery sooner. Mr. Davis said that the concrete portion work
could be held up on Friday thus giving us all of the weekend to work and remove

the remainder of the burial. When we are through, Mr. and Mrs. Davis would prefer
that the bones be buried away from the house at some other place on their property.

I contacted Michael Fisher, President of the Tocal archaeological society at his
work place KQTV and asked for some short notice help from their membership.

Friday, April 17, 1981 7:00 AM,

Phone call by Don R. to Dr. Carl Chapman, State Archaeological Society of Missouri
at Columbia. Described situation and asked for his opinion and advice on digging
as a salvage project. He thought that we should. They had no one that they

could send to assist especially on such short notice, and if some sort of organized
dig were not performed information could be Tost. He gave his sanction to go ahead
with the assistance of the local chapter of the Missouri Archaeological Society.
(St. Joseph Archaeological Society)

7:30 A.M. to 7601 N. Belt with tools, shaker screens, etc. Present were:

Don Reynolds St. Joseph Museum - Mo State Archaeological Society
Mike Fisher St. Joseph Arch. Society - Mo State Archaeological Soc.
Keith Richardson St. Joseph Museum Staff

Stanley Novak St. Joseph Museum Staff

Frank Punzo St. Joseph Archaeological Soc. Member

Paul Punzo St. Joseph Archaeological Soc. Member

Screening was started first in order to clear away dirt piles blocking the trench
area. Dry screening was not successful since window screen was needed to separate
the small size beads and the finer mesh would not pass the damp soil. Another
screen was rigged for water screening. An average of 5 or 6 beads per two shovel
batch could be washed out in this manner. Screening, with the use of water was
slow but productive.



Mike Fisher and Paul and Frank Punzo could only stay until 10:45.. Stanley Novak
worked until 2:00 P.M. at which time Keith Richardson and myself broke for lunch.
At 3:00 Jerry Lyon, a Central High School Junior came (an Archaeological Society
member) and he and Richardson screened the rest of the P.M. I dug the over-burden
from the burial to within 2" of the estimated level of the remaining bones. Quit
work at 4:50 P.M. to go to 914 Penn to close out the Pony Express Museum.

Saturday, April 18,1981

Don R. to 7601 N. Belt by 7:30 A.M. Photographed dig progress after first cleaning
away loose dirt that had fallen into the hole overnight.

Cloudy, threatening rain. Need for tarp. ‘Located plastic sheeting.

Jerry Lyon (Route 1, Easton, Mo. 64443) returned to assist. He continued with the
water screening., Other members of the archaeological society unable to come as
planned this A.M.

Had dug to 24" depth on Friday (2" or 3" above the estimated top of the bones. )
Had not exposed bones on Friday P.M. due to children playing in area after we
were to leave. By 9:30 A.M. down another 14" or 2". Darker dirt of burial area
and bone fragments indicate that the skull was well across the E-W trench,

(See figure #1) instead of in the very corner as said by the workmen.: The dark
soil of the burial area is at a N-NE by S-SW angle across the corner of the
foundation trench. Most of the bones were removed with the soil from the trench.
Remaining bones - the femur, lower leg bones and foot of the right leg were all in
the very edge of the west side of the N-S foundation trench.. The skeleton was
oriented North-South with head to North. The lighter clay surrounding the dark
soil of the immediate burial area appears to be sterile so a trowel may be used
since haste in completing the dig has been requested by contractor Rauth.

By 11:00 A.M. Tower leg bones and foot uncovered and based out. Very little of
the R.H. pelvis remains and that pulverized. Bones very soft. Cleaned up burial
area for photography. Approximate depth from present ground surface to burial 26".

Jerry Lyon returned and worked in P.M. screening (water).

The right leg bones, as described, are the only bones remaining of the burial,
the remainder of the body having been dug out in fragments with the soil of the
trench by the contractor's workmen,

Not enough of either the skull or pelvis remains to determine the sex of the
individual. Probably male considering the burial items.

1:00 P.M. Reached sterile soil on either side of the remaining leg bones. Femur
measured approximate length as best as can be determined with the deteriorated
proximal and distal ends, is 16". All associated soil around, beneath and down
to sterile, was water screened.

A1l beads and other artifacts will be photographed in the lab under more favorable
conditions after they have been cleaned and prepared. Mr. -and Mrs. Davis would
Tike copies of certain of these 35mm slides for themselves. Also a report should
be sent to them,



A descriptive report and all 35mm slides will be kept on file at the St. Joseph
Museum for study and reference and to be added to when and if further information
becomes available.

Remarkable is the similarity of certain of the grave items in this burial and those
found in burials on the Sinker farm north of Sparks, in Doniphan County, Kansas.
Especially the round buckle-like trade ornaments and some of the beads. (See -
photos on file of that site.) The Sinker burial site (14DP28) material was thought
to date to the middle 19th Century. (Letter from Dr. Alfred E. Johnson to Mr.

Ted Sinker 6/24/77) We should contact Dr. Johnson again for his comment on the
slides that we sent to him of artifacts from that Kansas site that were brought

to the St. Joseph Museum by the Sinkers to be photographed. We will send slides

of the Davis Hill burial to him for comparison.

Completed dig at 3:00 P.M. The bones,. after photography and study, are to be
taken back to 7601 N. Belt and buried east of the house in the Northeast corner
of the yard and a flat stone placed above them at the surface of the ground.
Depth 2 feet. This spot was designated by True Davis and is just SW of the
existing tree there.

The use of radio-carbon dating to determine the approximate year of burial has
been suggested. Since the burial goods found with the bones indicate the burial
to be proto-historic the plus-minus factor of a C-14 test would probably be equal
to the burial age, and.  thus, be of no value,

Mr. and Mrs. Davis ‘have verbally agreed to give the burial items (beads, gun flint,
metal knife, ornaments, etc.) that are found in the excavation to the St. Joseph
Museum. We have agreed to take the bones back to their property {(after study of
same which could take a year or so) and rebury them at the spot chosen by them.

The burial was on a very prominent hill to the east of the Belt Highway. It
commands an overlooking view of all four directions. It is possible that there
are other burials there.

Of possible interest is the following excerpt from the Journal of Rudolph Friederich
Kurz.

"By the treaty of 1814 the Iowa were granted a strip of land south of
the Potawatomi. They lived in a village on Black Snake River (Creek
now called) 3 miles from St. Joseph."

Blacksnake Creek empties into the Missouri River at a point just north of Francis
Street. Its course is now marked to the northeastward by the route of the
Chicago Northwestern Railroad over the Blacksnake sewer. "Three miles from

St. Joseph" (up Blacksnake Creek) would put the location of the Iowa village at
within one mile from the burial site on the True Davis Hill.

No time span is given for the occupation of the Iowa village on Blacksnake Creek.
It no doubt disbanded at the time of, or before, the Platte Purchase allowed
settlement of the region.

On page 39 Kurz states that the Iowa were forced to withdraw (1848) to the other
side of the river (Mo) by the combined tribes of the Sauk and Fox.- (The land of
the Iowas began at the Wolf River)



On page 40 Kurz states:

"Near the end of the year 1848 about 30 lodges of Iowa Indians camped
in the forest across the river from St. Joseph." (Were they from the
Blacksnake Creek village?)

Page 53 in the Journal of Rudolph Friederich Kurz states:

"The rapid growth of St. Joseph has caused the abandonment of Jamestown,
or Jimtown, a former settlement on an eminence halfway between St. Joseph
and Savannah, The empty tavern and some heaps of rubbish are still there
(1850) as testimony to the town's early downfall."

Jimtown must have been in the general area of the location of the Iowa Village
mentioned by Kurz. The proximity of Jimtown and the time of its demise (by 1850)
could possibly indicate the status of settlement of the Davis land and area in

the mid 19th century. It is somewhat unlikely that Indians would still bury their
dead on settled and/or cultivated land.

That the burial could be Sac or Fox is another ethnic possibility since they were
in the area and contributed to the forcing of the Iowa westward to the Kansas
side of the Missouri River. Mortuary traits as set forth by Douglass D. Scott

in his description of 14DP26, a Sac burial in northeastern Kansas, are somewhat
similar to our burial on the True Davis hill.

As before stated, the burials on the Sinker farm north of Sparks, Kansas, 14DP28,
contained similar artifacts. Professor David Frayer, Department of Anthropology,
University of Kansas, after examination of artifacts from that area thought the
burials there to be those of Sac Indians.

N |



Friday, April 18, 1981

The contractor, Rauth, complained in a Toud manner about the delay last night.
Blamed me or us, or whoever, for a "weeks delay." I told him that we were there
at the request of the property owners and that with their sanction we were using
one working day only of his time - Friday - and that he shqu]d see Mr. Davis with
any complaints. He'said no more. His son apologized for him.

Both Mr. and Mrs. True Davis - each at different times - saw the exposed burial
after excavation and each expressed their dissatisfaction of the.way the trench-
ing was cut through more than one-half of the burial without their know]gdge. It
is apparent.that the footing trench cut off one-half of the body lengthwise and
all of ‘the upper portion including most of the pelvis. Not only did the trench
cut through the burial but the side of the trench next.to that portion still
undisturbed was undercut by some pointed object as if to pick out bones and/or
grave goods.. Also, two probe holes were noticed during the excavation.

It should be noted that Mr. and Mrs. Davis notified the St. Joseph Museum of the
burial discovery just as soon as they learned of it. This, in spite of some
possibility of added expense to themselves,.because of the one day loss of
construction time. . (More than one day according to the contractor.)

According to the contractor's son, the Davises were warned by them that if they
notified a museum a delay in construction might result. (Mrs. Davis expressed

concern for the inadvertent disturbing of the dignity of the Indian's place of

burial because of construction work.

Even with the thorough screening of all of the Toose soil originally removed from
the burial area by workmen and the subsequent screening of all soil removed in
the process of excavating the remaining bones, there is some doubt that all burial
artifacts were recovered. A gun flint was found but no gun. (Rust on the gun
flint indicate attachment to a firearm) A watch fob ring was found but no watch.
(The ring showed bright gold color at each side of the opening where the ends

had recently been protected by holes in the fob.) Only three complete buttons
were found.




FROM INDIAN BURIAL ON TRUE DAVIS PROPERTY
76 N, BELT HIGHWAY, S§t, Jo. Mo,

Knife with riveted wooden handle, 8 to 10 inch blade. Badly rusted.
Blade bent to 90 degree~angle about 4%" from the handle. (Apparently
bent before burial.

Circular concave ornaments with buckle pins across the center opening
app. 1 3/4" in diameter with an 11/16" hole in the center. There are
three 1/16 concentric rings around the 11/16" buckle opening., These
ornaments were apparently fastened to fabric such as that of a coat

and held in place, with the concave side towards the fabriec, by theé
buckle tongue or pin which was forced through the fabric to hold it

in place, Both of these ornaments were still attached, side by side

and touching each other, on a heavy cloth that appears to be course
woven wool heavy enough to be an outter garment. The cloth was evident-
ly preserved by salts from the adjacent metal, Possibly silver.

Metal buttons. 411 had soldered eylets on back., Two, measuring 7/8",(:)‘42)
appear to be solid metal (brass?) and show ne decoration., Mo visible
printing on back. (Before cleaning) The third, 3/4'" in diameter, has

a crimped-on facing surface of thin metal which may have stamped with

a fabric design., The two so0lid metal buttons and the circular 1 3/4n
ornaments are similar to the ones found in the burial on the Sinker

farm north of $parks, Kansas. (See: Don. R. reports of 5/30/77 and

2/7/80 under""SINKFR FARM BURIAL - SPARKS, KAN," in the St, Joseph

Museum archaeological files,

One other ferrous metal button facing was found, 1" in diameter. C:)

2" square piece of metal (ferrous), Shows close contact with cranial
bone. Some is yet attached. Cloth on opposite side of metal., Other
skull bone from occipital area shows an inner saturation of ferrous
oxide,

Piece of iron 2 3/8" X 1 3/4", pointed, thick and heavy, that appears
to have been from an axe or tomahawk., Another piece, 1 5/16" X 1 1/2" (:)
but thinner, could alsc h ave been from such a tool or weapon.

12" piece of metal, 1 1/4" wide and approximately 1/4" thick. (Bydly
rust caked) Probably a file. A small exposure of diagonal markings
under rust in one place indicate this possibility.

3/4" ring, apparently from the winding sten of a watch., (Ends where
the ring would have been inserted into a watch stem are clean and
bright gold color exposed indicating recent detachment. We found

no watch in the burial,

Piece of lead, 7/16" in diameter, flattened as if from striking another
object with great force, Irregular hole in center.

Clam shells. Ope, the larger, partial. The other appears to have
been filed, probably recently, on the off-hinge side. No tooling
or decoration.

Sandstone piece approximately 1 3/4" X 4", that shows abrasion that
may indicate its use as a pocket whetstone.

Gunflint. Shows contact with iron. Mo gun was in the box of arti-
facts previously removed from the burial area by construction workers
nor found in the undisturb ed remaining portion of the burial,



FROM INDIAN BURIAL - TRUE DAVIS PROPERTY CONT.

BEADS :
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White, opague, misshapen, medium hole. 1/8" to 5/32" in diameter.

White, opague, cylindrical, "seed beads", App. 3/3%2" diam, 8mall hole.
Robbin's egg blue, opaque, cylindrical "seed beads". App 3/321, S$mall hole,
Purple, translucent, cylindrical "seed beads'. App 3/322" to 1/8", 8m. hole.
Purple, translucent, glass, square & faceted, 3/32 to 1/8", Mbdium!hole.

Greenish b lue, translucent, glass, barrel shape. Spiral pattern in surface.
App. 1/4" in length and 1/8" in diameter. Medium hole.

Purple, glass, faceted, 3/16" in diameter, medium hole. Opaque.
White, opaque, c¢ylindrical, 5/32" in diameter and 1/2" long. Med. hole,

Cream colored, circular & flat, thin, opaque, small hole. Resemble
sections of a small crinoid stem, Nitural?

Section of a larger square ob long bead. Or portion of a pipe stem?
Opaque. Appears to be glass but shows what appears to be drill marks

in the eircular opening. Estimated size of incomplete end portion 1/4n
to 5/16" with a 1/8" hole, Length?

Pearl, 5/32" in diameter. Imitation. Possibly an intrusion from

surface. Found in water-screened fill dirt. Were imitation pearls
available in the early 19th century?

(Number on color slide)



Bones were in an ddvanced state of deterioration. Except for parts of
the mandible and the upper teeth portion of the skull, the construction
disturb®ed portion of the Hurial was fragmentiged. The teeth show advanced

. wear and several show decay.



INDIAN BURIAL SALVAGE DIG
On Property Of
True Davis
7601 N. Belt Highway
North of
St. Joseph, Missouri
April 16, 17, 18, 1981

Late in the afternoon of April 16th construction work was stopped by Mr. and Mrs.
Davis, the property owners, after they learned that pieces of bones were being

dug from a footing trench by workmen preparing for the pouring of concrete at

the rear of the Davis home. Also, beads and pieces of metal including a knife and
a file had been dug out. (See complete listing on another sheet.) The St.Joseph
Museum was informed. Dr. Carl Chapman, Missouri State Archaeological Society,
University of Missouri, Columbia, was contacted. He advised immediate salvage
work with possible assistance of members of the Tlocal St. Joseph Archaeological
Society. The Tocal group was contacted and members were on hand the next A.M.
(April 17th)

On April 17th and 18th, all loose soil, already removed by the contractor's workmen,
was water screened to salvage small beads,etc. The remainder of the burial, con-
sisting of the right leg and a small portion of the pelvis, was more carefully
excavated. Approximate length of the femur was 16". The remainder of the pelvis
and the skull, except for the mandible, had been fragmentized by the construction
digging and it was not possible to determine sex. The partial mandible and teeth
may yet help to determine the age of the individual.at time of death.

Burial was at a depth of 26 inches, extended, and oriented N-S with the head northward.

The burial site is on a prominent hill with an overlooking view in all directions.
Drainage on the west is to the Blacksnake Creek and on the east to the 102 River
Valley.

Soil taken from the excavation of the remaining bones was also water screened.

The two circular buckle-Tike ornaments, still attached to a course cloth, are very
similar to those found in what were thought to be Sac burials on the Sinker Farm
north of Sparks, Kansas. (14DP28)

The beads were later cleaned, sorted and photographed. The other burial goods were
also photographed but not cleaned.

The St. Joseph Museum is most appreciative that Mr. and Mrs. Davis, recognizing
the importance of the find, notified the museum, assisted in many ways with the
excavation, and as a final gesture of good will donated the cultural items to the
museum.

A more detailed progress report and a 35mm slide record of the excavation and of
the burial items will be kept on file and available at the St. Joseph Museum,
St. Joseph, Mo., 64501.



Of possible interest is the following excerpt from the Journal of Rudolph Friederich
Kurz.

"By the treaty of 1814 the Iowa were granted a strip of land south of
the Potawatomi. They Tived in a village.on Black Snake River (Creek
now called) 3 miles from St. Joseph." '

Blacksnake Creek empties into the Missouri River at a point just north of Francis
Street. Its course is now marked to the northeastward by the route of the
Chicago Northwestern Railroad over the Blacksnake sewer. "Three miles from

St. Joseph" (up Blacksnake Creek) would put the location of the Iowa village at
within one mile from the burial site on the True Davis Hill.

No time span is given for the occupation of the Iowa village on Blacksnake Creek.
It no doubt disbanded at the time of, or before, the Platte Purchase allowed
settlement of the region.

On page 39 Kurz states that the Iowa were forced to withdraw (1848) to the other
side of the river (Mo) by the combined tribes of the Sauk and Fox. (The land of
the Iowas began at the Wolf River)

On page 40 Kurz states:

“Near the end of the year 1848 about 30 lodges of lowa Indians camped
in the forest across the river from St. Joseph." (Were they from the
Blacksnake Creek village?)

Page 53 in the Journal of Rudolph Friederich Kurz states:

“The rapid growth of St. Joseph has caused the abandonment of Jamestown,
or Jimtown, a former settlement on an eminence halfway between St. Joseph
and Savannah. The empty tavern and some heaps of rubbish are still there
(1850) as testimony to the town's early downfall."

Jimtown must have been in the general area of the location of the Iowa Village
mentioned by Kurz. The proximity of Jimtown and the time of its demise (by 1850)
could possibly indicate the status of settlement of the Davis land and area in

the mid 19th century. It is somewhat unlikely that Indians would still bury their
dead on settled and/or cultivated land.

That the’'burial could be Sac or Fox is another ethnic possibility since they were
in the area and contributed to the forcing of the Iowa westward to the Kansas
side of the Missouri River. Mortuary traits as set forth by Douglass D. Scott

in his description of 14DP26, a Sac burial in northeastern Kansas, are somewhat
similar to our burial on the True Davis hill.

As before stated, the burials on the Sinker Farm north of Sparks, Kansas, 14DP28,
contained similar artifacts. Professor David Frayer, Department of Anthropology,
University of Kansas, after examination of artifacts from that area thought the.
burials there to be those of Sac Indians.




Last Apri%/the museum, gssisted by the local chapter of the
St. Joseph Archaeological Society, did sadvage work oan a construction
project near the True Dyvis ‘home on the north Belt Highway. Bones
from an Indian burial were unearthed during the difgging of a trench
and the work was halted by the owners., The museum was called and
over a week-end the remainder of the burial was excavated., A later
report, now being prepared, will describe items of interest that were

found with the burial,
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November 30th 1982

The burial bones were this day returned to the property of
My, True Dgvis and buried in the northeast corner of his
yard as per his reqguest. The exact spot is 3% feet from
both the north-south and the east-west fences, A plastie
container with an identification slip within was placed
among the bones., They are buried about 24 inches deep

and are covered by a.layer of bricks just beneath the
surface, The burial was made by Mike Fisher and

Don Reynolds.




September 24, 1981

Dr. Alfred E. Johnson, Director
University of Kansas

Museum of Anthropology
Lawrence, Ks. 66045

Dear Al:

Thanks for your letter of the 18th of September and the
information on the Sinker Site #14DP28. After a somewhat recent
over-the-weekend construction site salvage dig, I had mentioned
to Rich Nolf the similarity of certain items of grave goods
found in the two burials. Round buckle style ornaments and also
brass buttons appear to be very similar to the Sinker farm burial
jtems. 1 have not cleaned nor photographed any of the material
yet but can get around to that this winter when I will have more
time. Will get some slides off to you with hopes of a return
comment. Wédkld appreciate anything you might offer to help us
complete some sort of report.

Will try to locate a copy of Plains Anthropologist (1976
Vol. 21 #72).

Thanks again.

Sincerely,

&
Don L. Reynolds, Asst, Director
St. Joseph Museum
Pony Express Museum

DLR:js



The University of Kansas Museum of Anthropology
Lawrence, Kansas 66045 (913) 864-4245

September 18, 1981

Mr. Donald Reynolds
St. Joseph Museum
11th & Charles Sts.
St. Joseph, MO 64501

Dear Don:

Recently I talked with Mr. Knoff, the Director of the St. Joseph Museum,
and he indicated that you would appreciate a letter about the Sinker Archaeolog-
ical Site in Donophon County, Kansas. We have numbered the site 14DP28.

The following are points which you may find of interest:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Mr.

Professor David Frayer, a Physical Anthropolgist in the Department
of Anthropology here at K.U., examined the skeletal material that

we recovered from our excavations. This examination indicated the
presence of skeletal remains representing two females and one male.

Our excavations, however, were of only a single individual. The
bones representing the other two individuals were either mixed into
the soil surrounding the grave of the single individual by agricul-
tural activities or they were mixed by the collecting activities

of various members of the Sinker family. Examination of the arti-
facts suggested that the burials dated to the middle or latter part
of the 19th century.

As this area was a part of the Sac Indian Reservation, during that
time period we felt it best to try to obtain permission from the
appropriate Indian authorities before doing additional work at the
site. We were unsuccessful in obtaining this permission so we dis-
continued our efforts.

The skeletal materials and the artifacts were returned to the Sinker
family as they had requested.

I believe that these skeletal remains are probably indicative of a
much more extensive burial area in this vicinity. The historic
Sac burial described by Scott in the Plains Anthropologist (1976,
Vol. 21, No. 72) was only a short distance away.

Knoff indicated that you are doing research on a similar burial and

I hope that these bits of information are useful to you.

Sincerely yours,

Alfred E. Johnson
Director




February 23, 1982

Dr. Carl Chapman
211 Edgewood Ave.
Columbia, Mo. 65201

Dear Carl:

You will recall that last spring I called you about a salvage dig on the
True Davis property just north of our city. We then went ahead,with the assistance
of some of the local archaeological society members, and salvaged.

We always shy away from putting a shovel in the ground, but sometimes we can't
avoid it and are forced to annly "thumb in the dike archaeoloqy." Enclosed vou
will find some 35mm slides of the arave goods and some information on same. Know=
ing that you probably wondered what we found, I should have gotten the slides, etc.
to you sooner, Summer Sseasons are hectic at our museums, however, so the material
just sat around waiting for our cold weather 1ull and time for cleaning and photo-
graphing.

You may keen the slides if vou wish, !lould appreciate any comment you might
male, especially on the circular buckle-like ornaments. Incidentally, they appear
to be silver as you §hought they would be.

The Davis family gave the beads, etc., to the St. Joseph Museum and we hope
that at some time we will have the material on displayv. It should be interestinag .
to see actual beads, etc. that were used as barter items in the early days of St.
Jnseph,

Best wishes from all here at the museum.

Sincerely,

Don L. Revnolds, Asst. Director
St. Joseph Museum
DLRz2j3s Pony Express Museum

P. S. Incidentally, do you think it advisable to assign a site number to this find?



February 23, 1982

Mr. Mett Shippee
3622 Russwél Road
Kansas City,ddo. 64117

Dear Mett:

Long time no see--and no hear either! Hope you and Margaret are well and ready
for gardening. It's been a long winter! Even dandelions will be welcome!

A Am sending along to you some slides and a meager report that might be of interest
to you. I know that anything and everything pertaining to archaeology is of interest
to vou. As you know, we here try very hard to keep our shovel out of the ground (your
good advice). But once in awhile we get ¢aught with our jaw down and break over with
our type of "thumb in the dike" archaeology. Such a time was last spring on the True
Davis place north of St. Joseph on the Belt Highway. He is True Davis, 1II, son of
the former Ambassador to Switzerland and a friend of our museum. When he called on a
Friday evening saying his contractor's workmen had bones all over a dirt pile, T not
only didn't say no we can't get into it, but instead was up there (my supper was on
the table) in ten minutes.

Well - it was a salvage dig. I couldn't deny that. Also a lost weekend, Also
a Jot of extra work. Sorry I didn't call you then. Almost did. You could have helped
Mike's club members squirt water on one another. You may keep the slides 1f you wish,
I made several. Mould certainly anpreciate any comment that you might wish to make.
Especially about those circular buckle-like ornaments. They appear to be of silver.
Can't seem to find any information as to date and source on such an ornament. Can
you cite a reference? We screened out a nice selection of beads I thought., Took a
lot of water to wash about two score wheelbarrow loads of sofl through window screen.
émade(a 10? of mud!) And a sloppy mess. Only one club member showed up on the last
ag, (Sat.

Mr. and Mrs. Davis have gigen the beads, etc. to the St. Joseph Museum. Hope we
can sometime display the material. A good example of local trade items.

Mett,let me hear from you. If you get up to Joe Town drop by and we will chew
the bone. Best regards from all here. Maude o.k. and includes best wishes.

Sincerely,

Don L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
DLR:Js St. Joseph Museum
Enc. Pony Express Museum




February 23, 1982

Dr. Alfred E. Johnson
Museum of Anthropology
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Ks. 65044

Dear Al:

Have now gotten the Davis salvage dig material photographed and
some information compiled and am sending same along to you. 1 hope
that it will be of interest to you. You will note that the burial
had two of the circular buckle-like ornaments similar to the ones
found in the burial on the Sinker Farm north of Sparks, Kansas. 1
scratched the edge of one and 1t appears to be silver. Carl Chapman
had said he thought they wadld be. So far I have not been able to
find any information as to the date and source of this type of orna-
ment. If you could cite a reference, I would appreciate it. Also
any comment you might have.

You may keep the slides for your own records if you wish.
Best regards from all here at the St. Joseph Museum.

Sincerely,

Don L. Revnolds, Asst, Director
St. Joseph Museum
Pony Express Museum

DLR:is
Enc.




March 24, 1982

Mr. and Mrs. True Davie, III
7601 N. Belt Highway
St. Joseph, Mo. 64506

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Davis:

We are sending to you, enclosed, ten 35mm slides of the excavation
and burial items found by the workmen while digging the footing trench
at the rear of your home last spring, and in the subsequent screening of
soil and excavation of the remainder of the Indian burial. Also enclosed
is a descriptive 1isting of the items.

We plan to use this material fmifuture exhibits here in the museum
showing actual items that were at one time used to barter in the early
ddys of St. Joseph. It is an important addition to our historic and
ethnic collections.

Again, we thank you for the kindness and cooperation during the
excavation last spring and for your generosity in donating this interest-
ing and locally important material to the museum.

Later this spring the bones will be broucht back to your place, and
as per your wishes, reburied in the Northeast corner of the yesd. Tribal
affiliation, at this point, is still speculative. The final paragraphs,
on a separate page, of the report are to be regarded as food for thought
for the time being.

We will, of course, inform you of any further developments or new
information cencerning the archaeological site.

Sincerely,

Don L. Reynodds, Asst. Director
St. Joseph Museum
Pony Express Museum

DLR:is
Enc.




INDIAN BURIAL SALVAGE DIG
- On: Property Of ’
. True Davis
7601 N. Belt Highway
, North of -
- St. Joseph, Missouri
April 16, 17, 18, 1981

tate in the afternoon of April 16th construction work was stopped by Mr. and Mrs.

.’Davis, the property owners, after they learned that pieces of bones were being

~dug from a footing trench by workmen preparing for the pouring of concrete at
““the rear of the Davis home. Also, beads and pieces of ‘metal including a knife and
a file had been dug out. (See complete 1isting on another sheet,) The St.Joseph
Museum was informed. Dr. Carl Chapman, Missouri State Archaeological Society,
. University of Missouri, Columbia, was contacted. He advised immediate salvage
| owork with_possib]e,assistanceaoffmembers of the local St. Joseph Archaeological
 Spciety.  The local group was contacted and members were on hand the next A.M.
~{April 17th) - : o ‘ xS R

On April 17th dnd 18th, all loose soil, already removed by the contractor's workmen,
was water. screened to salvage small beads,etc. The remainder of the burial, con-
sisting of the right leg and a small portion of the pelvis, was more carefully
“excavated. - Approximate length of the femur was 16". The remainder of the pelvis
and the skull, except for the mandible, had been fragmentized by the construction
digging and it was not possible to determine sex. The partial mandible and teeth
may yet help to determine the age of the individual at time of death. R

i Burial was at,aldepfh_ofJQG'inches; extendéd,_andvoriented N-S with the head northward.

- The burial site is-on a prominent hill with an overlooking view in all directions.
“Drainage on the west is to the Blacksnake Creek and on the east to the 102 River
Valley. o - ' ’ .

“Soi1 taken from the excavation of the remaining bones was also water screened.

The two cir@u?&k_buck]eﬂlike ornaments, still attached to a course cloth, are very
similar to those found in what were thought to be Sac burials on the Sinker Farm

. north of Sparks,.Kansas. (14pP28) - - oo ' 1

s The'beadsAwererlatér cleaned, sorted and phbtographed.“ The other burial dgoods were

~ also photographed but not cleaned. = - ‘ ‘ =

 _Thé St. Jbséph,Museum~is most appreciative that Mr. and Mrs. Davis,,reéognizing
the jimportance of the find, notified the museum, assisted in many ways with the
~excavation, and as a final gesture of good will donated the cultural items to the

© A more dété?]édfbkogress repért'and a. 35mm é]ide.record of the‘excavationiand of
“‘the burial items will be kept on file and available at the St. Joseph Museum,

~ St. Joseph, Mo., 64501.
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*KON INDIAN BURIAL ON TRUE DAVI& P“ﬁ””‘TY
76 N. BELT HIGEWAY, $t. Jo. M.

Enife with riveted wooden nangle. & to 10 inch blade. Radly rusted,
7lade bent to 90 degree -angle about 4¥" from the handle. (Apparently
hent bhefore burial.,

Cirecular concave ornaments with buekle pins across the geanter opening
avw, 1 374" in diameter with an 11/16" hole in the center. There &are
three 1716 concentrie rings around the 11/16M buckle cpening. These
ornaments were apparently fastened to fabric such as that of a coat
and held in place, with the concave side towards the fabrie, by the.
buckle tongue or pin which was forced through the fabric to hold it
in place. MPoth of these ornaments were astill aﬁ*ached, side by side
and touching each other, on a heavy cloth that appearas to be course
woven wonl heavy enough to he an outter garment. The cloth was evident-
ly nreserved hy salts from the ad}ae&nt met&l. Posgi»ly silver.

ietal buttons. 411 had soldered eylets on bagk. Two, meamrizﬂg 7/8n, ."L/
sprear to be solld metal (brass?) and show no decoration. Mo visible ‘
printing on back. (Before cleaning) The third, 3/8" in diameter, h3,,1§?

2 erimped-on facing surface of thin metal which may have stamped with

a fabrie design. The two solid metal buttons and the cireular 1 %/4"
ornaments arve similar to the ones. found in the burial on tihe Sinker

farm north of Svarks, Kansas. (See Don. R, reports of 5/30/77 and

27 /80 under"SINK R FARM RURITAL - aFA?Kﬁ' KAY " in the ﬁf Joseph

Museum archaeological files, . ‘ _

One other f&rvnus metzl button faeinﬂ dﬂs ?eund. 1" in.&iameter,‘@ﬁl

2% sryare plece of metal (ferrnus) Shows clmﬁw eon taat wmth cr%nlal
bone. Some is yet attached., Cloth on oncomite side of metal, Other
skull hone from acﬂlnital area $howa an lnnﬂr Bqturqtian af fewrcuﬁ
oxide, & : » =

La have been from an axe or tomahawk. Another plece, 1 5/16" X 1 1/2" |
it tnmnwer, could algo h ave been ‘from auch a tool or weapoa‘

“iece of irom 2 3/8" X 1 b"z/h" pminted thick and heavy, that appears

12 ~1ece of metal, 1 ]/k"ywide and aapraxim@f&lw 1/4" thick. (Rodly
rust en ed) Probably a file. 4 small gxposure of diagon&l marklngs

under rvst in one nlage 1ndicate this mcsaibility.

2/41 ring, apparently from the winding atam of a watrh, (Fnds where
the ring would have heen inseﬂted into a watch stem are clean and
brignt zo0ld color exnosed lnﬂicatlng recaat datachment se found

no wateh in the burial, i Lo

Tiece of lead, 7/16" in diamet@r, flattened as if from atriking another
ohﬁect with great force. Irregular hcle in center.

Clam Sﬂ&LlSo ﬁne, the larger, partial. The other appears to have
veen filed, probably recently. on the off-hinge side, No tooling
or decoratlcn.

3andstone piece apnrox1mataly 1 2 /b x h" that ahawa abraaion that
nay 11&1Cﬁte its use ag a pecket whetstﬁne. ;« .

Sunflint. db Shows cantact with iran,i Wo gun/waa in the bax of arti-
frets previously removed Irom. the burial -area by conmtruc#ian warkera
nor found in the undistnrb ed. remﬁining pmrtien cf the burial.




BEADS
@ L48

FROM TXDIAN BURIAL - 72UE DAVIS PHOPFRTY CONT.

yhite, opadue, misshapen, medium hole. ,1/8“ ﬁo‘5/32" in diameter.

y 209 White, epanue, c#lindriﬁ&l,'”éeed beads, Ap,rvjfﬁé" diam. &mall hole.
&€& 3 ; P ,

@ 5°
@ 22
& 37
® 1

@1
o:
OR

@ 1

G

Robhin's egg blua,fapaque, cv1iﬁdri@al."seed‘baﬁdﬁ"; &?ﬁﬂﬁ/ﬁa"w Small hole,
Purnle, translicent, eylindriesl "seed beada". App z/32" to 1/8", $m, hole.
Purple, translucent, glass, square & faceted, 3/32 to 1/8"., HMedium hole.

Greenish b lue, translucent, glaSG, pavrrel shape. apiral pattern in surface.
ipp. 1/47 in length and 178" in diameter. Hedium hole.

Marnle, glass, faceted, 3/16% in'diameter,‘medium hole. Upague.

_Hhite,'opaque,fcylindridal;.§/32”fim dismeteyr and 1/2" long. Med. hole,

frean colored, circular & flﬂt"tnin, opague, gmzll hole. Hesenmble
sections of & emall erinoid stem. Matural? :

ection of a larger sauare ob long bead. Or portion of a pipe stem?
Onacue. Appears to be glass but shows what appear; to be drill marks

in the circular opening. %stimated size of incomplete end portion 1/47
to 5/16" with a 1/8" hole, Length? ' ’ L

pearl., S5/%2'" in dismeter. Imitation, Possibly an intrusion from

surface,  Pound in water-screened Till dirt. ‘lere imitation pearls
avzilavle in the early 19th century? : ' ‘

(Mumber on color slide)



TruévDavis.Dig Thurs., Apr. 16, 1981

At 5:10 P.M. a ca]1 from Mr True Davis tn Don, R, Not’hdme bUt returned the call on
arrival at 8:15, : . ' -

Human bones had been found when workmen were digging a trench for a new porch at the
rear (east) side of his home at 7601 N. Belt, "Buttons, beads and metal found.”

At 5:30 Don R. to 7601 N. Belt to investigate.

A foundation trench had been opened by the'Rauth Construction Co. and was ready for
concrete pouring. Reinforcement rods were in place and grade stakes driven. I
talked with both Mr, and Mrs, Davis. They showed me bones that had been dug out
and also the metal buttons and ornaments. Several rusted pieces of metal, one of
which appears to have been a knife., A whetstone and’a gun flint were among the
items taken out during the trench excavation. Also some two dozen glass beads of
assorted sizes. The Davis's said that they were told that the skull was just within
the corner of the trench edge. Bones already removed by the workmen were in a dust
pan set aside from the work area. They appeared to be portTQns of femur and arm
bones. The mandible and portion of the skull were also in the pan. Some dis-
satisfaction was expressed, especially by Mrs. Davis because the workmen had not

- told them of the discovery sooner, Mr, Davis said that the concrete portion work
could be held up on Friday -thus giving us all of the weekend to work and remove.
‘the remainder of the burial. When.we are through, Mr, and Mrs. Davis would prefer
that the bones be bur1ed away from the house at some other p?dce on. their property

«"I contacted Michael Fwsher. President of the 1oca1 archaeolog1cal soc1ety at his
~work place KQTV and asked for some short notice help from their membersh1p

Friday, Apr17 17, 1981 ’ ?'00 A, M"

Phoae call by Don R. ‘to Dr. Carl Chapman, State Archaeo1og1cal Socxety of Missouri
at Coelumbia., Described situation and asked for his opinion and advice on dxgg1ng
as a salvage project. He tbouqht that we should. ‘ They had no one that they .

could send to assist especially on such short notice, and if some sort of organized
dig were not performed information could be lost. He gave his sanction to go ahead
with the assistance of the local chapter of the Mwssour1 Archaeo?egwcal Society.
(St. Joseph Archaeological Soc1ety)

7:30 -A.M, to 7601 N, Be1t w1th tools, shaker screens, etc Present'were:' |

Don Reyno]ds - St. Joseph Museum - Mo State Archaeological Society
Mike Fisher . .8t, Joseph Arch. Society - Mo atatp Archaeological Soc.
Keith Richardson St. Joseph Museum Staff _

Stanley Novak St. Joseph Museum Staff

Frank Punzo St. Joseph Archaeological Soc. Member

Paul Punzo St Joseph Archaeo]ogwca] Soc. Member

Screening was started fwrst in order to c?ear~away d1rt piles b]ock1ng the trench
area. Dry screenxng was not successful since window screen was needed to separate
the small size beads and the finer mesh would not pass the damp sotl, Another
screen was rigged for water screening, -An average of 5 or 6 beads per two shovel
batch could be washed out in this manner. Screenlng, with the use of water was
siow but productive.



o Mike Fisher and Pau? and Frank ?unze cou!d only sta‘,until 10 45 %tan1ey Novak
“worked until 2:00°P.M. at which time Keith’ Richardson-and myself-broke for Tunch.
At 3:00 Jerry Lyon, a Central High ‘School Junior: came (an Archaeolog1ca? Society
member) and he and Richardson screened the rest of the P.M. T dug the over- -burden
" from the burial to within 2" of the estimated level of the remaining bones. Quit

s work at 4:50 P.M, to go to 914 Penn to c}ose aut the Pany Express Museum.

v Saturday, Apr11 18, 1081

" Don R. to 7601 N, Belt by 7: 30 A, M Phatographed d:g progregs after f1rst c1eaning
away loose dirt that had falTen 1nto the. hnie overnlght :

C1eudy, threaten1ng rawn. Need for tarp.:¢g0cated plastac sheetlnq.

- Jerry Lyon (Route 1 Easton, Ma. 64443) returned to asswst He continued thh the‘
" water screening. Other membérs Qf the archaealogxcal soc1ety unab]e to come as
;’planned thxs A M : LU UL et , :

S Had' dug. to 24" depth on Friday (2" or- 3“ abova the estxmatpd top of the bones )
. Had not exposed bones on Friday P.M. due to children playing in area after we
were to leave. By 9:30 A.M, down another 1%" or 2",  Darker dirt of burial area
and bone fragments indicate that the skull‘was well across the E-W trench,
. (See figure #1) instead of 1in, the very corner as sawd by the: warkmen. The dark
- 5011 of the burial area is at a N-NE by S~-SW ‘angle ‘across. thé corner.of- the L
foundation trench. Most of the bones were removed with the soil from the trench.
Remaining bones - the femur, lower leg bones and foot of the right leg were all in
" the very edge of the west side of the N-S:foundation trench The skeleton was '
~oriented North-South with head to North... The .lighter clay surround1ﬁg the dark
3011 of the immediate burial area appears to be sterile so a trowel may be used
~since haste in campiet1ng the dig has been raquested by cantractnr Rauth ‘

By 11:00 AM. Tower 1eg bones and foot uncovered and based out. Very 11tt1e of P
 the R.H. pelvis remains-and that.pulverized, Bones very soft, - Cleaned up bur1a?a{ ;
~area for photography Approx1mate depth from present ground surface to burial 26",

‘Jerry Lyon returned and workad in P.M. 5creen1ng (water)

The right 1eg banes ‘as descr1bed are the only bones remaxning af the bur1a1
* the remainder of the body having been dug out in fragments with the soil of the
trench by the contractor § workmen v ,

e Not enough of e1ther the sku11 or- pe1v1s rema1ns to determ1ne the sex of the
“individual. Probablv male cons1der1ng the bur1a1 1tems.

~1:00 PM, Reached sterile s0il" on e1ther side of the remaining leg bones. Femur
measured approximate 1ength as-best as can be determined with the: deterworated q
~proximal and distal ends, is 16", ATV assoc1ated 5011 around beﬂeath and down
to ster11e, was water screened. ' : . . A g

A1l beads and other- artxfacts w111 be photﬂgraphed in the 1ab under..more favorab]e‘
conditions after they have been cleaned and’ prepared, «:Mr. and Mrs. Davis would
1ike copies of certain of these 35mn slides for themseTves.“ Also a report should
be sent to them. ‘




A descriptive repart and all. 35mm s]1des w111 be. kept on f1}e at the St, Joseph
Museum for study and reference and to be added to whan and 1f further information
becomes ava11able , el _ ‘

Remarkable 1is the s1m11ar1ty of certain of the grave 1tems in this burial and those
found in burials on the Sinker farm north-of Sparks; in-Doniphan County, Kansas.
Especially the round buckle-like trade ornaments and some of the beads, (See
photos on file of that site.) The Sinker burial site (14DP28) material was thought
to date to the middle 19th Century. (Letter from Dr, Alfred E, Johnson to Mr,

Ted Sinker 67/24/77) We should contact Dr.. Johnson again for his comment on the
sTides that 'we sent to him of artifacts frmm that Kansas site that were brought.

to the St. Joseph Museum by the Sinkers to be photographed We will send slides’

of the Davis H111 bur1a1 to him for comparisen. )

Lomp;eted dig at 3: OO P.M, The bones, after photﬂgraphy and study, are to be .
taken back to 7601 N. Belt and buried east of the house in the Northeast corner
of the yard and a flat stone placed.above them at the surface of the ground.
Depth 2 feet, This spot was desxgnated by True Davis and is Just sw of the
ex1st1ng tree there. -,]u_‘. « N A v.

- The use of radxo»carbon dating to detennxne the apprax1mate year of bur1a1 has
been suggested. Since the burial goods found with the bones indicate the burial
. ~to be proto-historic the. plus-minus factor of a C- 14 test woqu prebab?y be- equa1
VA.tO ‘the bur1al age, and thus, be of no value.,ﬁ,~ : ‘ :

Mr and Mrs..Davws have verbal]y agreed torgive the{bur1a1 1tems (beads, gun f11nt
 metal knife, ornaments, etc.) that are found in the excavation te the St. Joseph
. - Museum. We have. agveed to take the bones’ back to the1r property {after study of .

% ,usame which cou]d take a year or so) and rebury them at the spot chosen by them. '

“The .burial was .on &. very prom1nent h111 e east of the Be!t nghway. it
commands an overfooking view of all four d1rect1ons* It s p0551b1e that there
are other bur1a1s therenv;g gnu_ 9 “. _ o v

g Of p05>1b18 1nterest 15 the fo11ow1ng excerpt from the Journa? of’Rudolph Fr1eder1ch
Kurz. ) : ,

“By the treaty of 1814 the Iowa were granted a str1p of 1and south of
“the Potawatomi. They Vived .in a village on Black Snake River (Creek
now ca11ed) 3 m11es from St. Joseph ks

. Blacksnake Creek emptwes into the M1ssour1 River at a point- JUSt north of Francis
Street. Its course is now marked to the northeastward by the route of the
Chicago Northwestern Railroad over the Blacksnake sewer. Three miles from
St. Joseph" (up Blacksnake Creek) would put the location of the lowa v171age at
within one m11e from the bur:al s1te on the True Davis HiVE, e

No t1me span is ngen for the occupation of the Iowa valage on B]acksnake Creek;
It no doubt disbanded at the time of or befare, the PTatte Purchase allowed
settlement of the region., - : : N

“0On page 39 Kurz states’ that the Iowa were forced to. wlthdraw (3848) to the other-.
‘side of the river (Mo) by the combined tribes of the Sauk and Fos (The }and of
the Iowas began at the Wolf River) e h



On page: 40 Kurz states

“Near the end of the year ]848 about 30 lodges of Iowa Indxans camped
in the forest across the river from St. Jaseph i (were they from the
B1acksnake Creek vwi]age?)

- Page 53 in the Journal of Rudo1ph Frweder1ch Kurz states

"The rapwd growth of St. Joseph has caused the abandonment of Jamestown, .
or Jimtown, a former settlement on-an eminence halfway between 5t. Joseph
andeavannah The empty ‘tavern and some:-heaps of rubb1sh are st111 there
(1850) as testimony to ‘the town' s ear]y downfall.™

_Jimtown must have been in the general area of the location of the Iowa Village
~mentioned by Kurz. The proximity of Jimtown and the time of its demise (by 1850}
“could possibly indicate the status of ‘settlement of the Davis'land and area in
the mid 19th century. It is somewhat un11ke1y that Indians wou?d stitl bury their
~dead on sett?ed and/or cult1vated Tand , A

That the bur1a1 could be Sac or Fox is- another ethnwc D0€§1b311ty swnce they were
~in the area and contributed to the forcing of the Towa westward to the Kansas
side of the Missouri River. Mortuary traits as set forth by Douglass D, Scott.

in his description of 14DP26, a Sac burial in northeastern Kansas, are somewhat
: swmwlar to our burial cn the True Davis h111 ‘ - ; ,

As before stated the burials on: the S1nker farm north of aparks, Kansas 14DP28,
contained s1m1]ar»art1factso Professor David Frayer, Department of Anthropology,
University of Kansas, after examination of’ art1facts from that area thouqht the
bur1aYJ there to be those ef Sac Ind1ans..‘~;; 5 ey 5 o afgie




‘Friday, April 18, 1681

" The contractor, Rauth, complained in &*laédgméhnen,about‘thef@elay;lg might,

ﬁ”é?gmggn;gagrvus.-Or wﬁaeggg;ffdkgaﬁ“weekSJdélayﬂ“'kI?tqldjhﬂmﬁthat’we;were there
“at the request of the prdperty“awners“gnd&thatfw1thithair,sanctign-weiwerﬁ using

- one working day only of his time - Friday - and that ‘he should see Mr. Davis with
. any complaints. He said nq.mqre;__ﬂis‘s 'apq{ggi;gd;fpy him, - o0

- 'Both Mr. and Mrs. True Davis - .each at different times - saw the exposed burial

' after excavation and each expressed their dissatisfaction of the way the trench-

- . ing was cut through more than Oneéhalf;afgth@{bgria!;Withautqtheiﬁ knowledge. . It

7 is apparent that the footing trench cut off one-half of the body Tengthwise and -

a1l of the upper portion including most of-the pelyi "2 Not ‘enly, did the trench -
“cut through the burial but the side of the trench next to that portion still

undisturbed was undercut by some pointed object as if to pick out bones and/or

+. grave goods. Also, two probe; holes were | “aedtaningithg excavatiqp,ﬁgh"

burial discovery just as soon as they learned of it. ' This, in spite of some
passibility of added expense to themselves, because of the one day loss. of
C"QOUStfuthonutimé;v,(Mqre_thanfqneﬂdgy;§gcarding to the contractor.}, . .7

It should be noted that Mr. and Mrs. Davis notified the St, Joseph Museun of the

i

" According to the contractor’s son, the Davises were warned by them that if they
notified a museum a delay‘in'conStruction?ﬁdght'résult;‘I(Mrsy.Davis,expressed;,

- concern for the inadvertent distgrbing;ofjthe?dighitxﬁpfﬁthei%ndian?ﬁgP?qpé of -

burial because.af,constrUCtjqntWOrk,i,f}i e O R

Even with the thorough‘stféedihg‘bf‘Ei?”ﬁ%.the,fdoséféofl§or3§fha?1y“fem0véd‘from
‘the burial area by workmen»and’the(subsequent4screeﬂing;gf,a]}gsoii removed in

i - the process of;exaavating~the;remainingmbanesgjthete;iSfsomefdohbtqtbat{ﬁ%libufia1lw

artifacts were recovered, Aggunﬁflintfwasﬁfbundqbut:na'hun;}K(Rast‘bngthefguns LSy

- flint indicate attachment to,a;ffkearM}-MA,watCh'fqb’rihg'was"faund but no watch. -
(The ring showed bright gold color at each side of the opening where the ends

. had ricengiy been protected_bywholés,invthe;fob,),‘Qn}yhthrae;gomWTete;buttans»f”jw

.. were found. b OB SR | s, e L T ORI S S T SRR T
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PLAINS INDIAN HAIR PLATES

' By charlas Hanm, Jr.
, Silver hanr plates as. Ltems of Indian jewelry were fairly commmpiaee in
‘gouthern Canada and eastern United States in the last half of the 18th century.
‘However, no single item of adOmment is as spectacular an example of Indian
acculturation through trade  as the long fuﬂ sets of metal haw piates WOrn by 5
Plains Indians in the 19th century. ‘ .
e his exceﬁem article, “Plains Indian Metal —workmg th Emphasns on’
- Hair P ates " (American Indlan Tradmon, Vol. 8, No. 2, Alton llinois, 1962,
pages 55- 76) Norman Feder summarized documentary svidence of the early
use of hair plates by Eastern Indians, including a reference to an Qjibwa with his
hair covered with silver brooches in 1806 and a Seneca of Sandusky with his
iong hair braid covered with a graduated set of round silver pieces in 1830.
. He noted thatthe hair, plate string was developed by Plains tribes who took
special pride invery iong hair and the references in the first decades ofthe 19th
century tell of indians wearing ornaments in their hair. In its later and fully
developed form a set of hair plates was only fastened to the “scalp lock” and
- could be attached or detached at will. Some clue to the making of this transition
- may be firnished by a commetitfrom David Burneton the Comanghes ca. 1820
9y have often seen doliars and their several integrants, suspended in a
* continuous line, terminating in picayunes, to the hair of a Comanche dandy,
elongated by horse-hairor a cow's taii.” “The tater hair plate sets of the southern
'Indians were made ona folded strip: of ciatmermmatmg in a brush of long horse
" or cow-fail hair, which might possibly be a tradatnonal survival ofthee ongatmg
piece described by Burnet.
~ .There are a number of references 1o the use of sﬂver omamem onthe
~ Southern Plams early in the 19th century. Sorme authorities believe this was due
to visits by Kiowa, Comanche and Cheyenne 1o the Upper Missouri trade fairs,
others say the emigrati ng Deiawares brought sstver ormaments  and
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man’grfaacimrmg teb-hnidues 10 those tribes. 1tis this writer's humbie suggéstion
that it might be due 0 fong trade relations with Spanish settlers on the Rio
Grande and, to some extent, in Texas. ‘ - ‘

- There is little reason to question that the Kiowa and Comanche received

silver crosses, buttons and medais from the Spaniards. In Mooney's recording
of the calendar history of the Kiowa the story is told of the capture of silver coin
from a party of Americans in the winter.of 1832-3: “..this being the tirst money
they had ever seen, they did not know its proper use, and so beat the coins into
_disks to be fastened to straps worn attached to the scalp lock, and hanging
down behind (hence the name for money, a 'dal-han "gya, fiterally “hair metal”).
After leaving the place they metsome Comanche, who already knew the use of
money, arid on hearing the story told them the value of the silver pieces, upon

" which the Kiowa returned and searched until they suceeeded infinding a large

quantity. From this it appears that whatever trade the Kiowa had previousty
carried on with the Spanish settiements hiad been by barter inkind, as was usual
along the indian frontier in the early days. This was some time before the
beginning of regular intercourse with Americans.” " AL

" Tomethis alsosuggests that the Kiowa already knew what hair plates were
and that they were either getting them fromthe New Mexican s of else they were
buying sheet silver from the New Mexicans and making their own{which seems
extremely uniikely). A few pages further on Mooney settled that question: "inthe
old days these ornaments (hair plates) were made for them, of genuine silver, by

‘Mexican silversmiths near the present Silver City, New Mexico. ¥ In 1845 Lt
Abert wrote that the Kiowa men braided their long hair into a queue, sometimes
“lengthened with horsehair. “This queue is often ornamented with convex silver

plates, which they procure from the Spaniards.”*’ This is one .of the last

comments by a careful observer on hair plate sets as rows of ornaments ona-

queue of growing haif as opposed to an attached queue of other material.

Abert painted a Cheyenne with hair plates in 1 845 at Bent's Fort. A sketch
of a Comanche made about 1828 for the report of the Berlandier Expedition to

' Texas shows a warrior with a long set of hair plates ornamented at the lower -

end? In 1834 Catlin painted a Kiowa chief with a string of graduated sifver hair
plates draped down his chest. Lewis Garrard wrote in 1846 that the Cheyenne
traded for sitver coins, beat them into hair plates and fastened them to a long
braid of buffalo hairf In 1853 Lt. Whipple wrote of the Comanche: "From the
crown of their heads was suspended a queue of horse-hair, reaching nearly to
“the ground, ormamented with ten circular, plates of silver, from.one to three
inches in diameter, and terminated by a silver crescent and wampum.”’ i
: Friedrich Richard Petri, an immigrant artist in Texas, sketched Indians,
~ probably Lipans, with sets of hair plates in the 1 850's. He was in an area also

"frequented by the Delaware and Shawnee, who could have taught the Lipans

“and Comanches to make hair plates or made plates for them. There is no
‘documented evigence thatthey did, but one of Petri’s relatives by marriage, who
had been trained as a metalsmith in Sweden, produced bridles and silver
ornaments:for the Indians® . e T T e :
A Comanche burial in Texas of the approximate period 1850-60 yrelded

four silver “conchas” or hair plates. Though finished with different styles of
openings, they were all remarkably uniform in thickness and showed no stress

cracks, fragments of lettering or other signs of being beaten{rom coins. Instead,

at least three of them appeared to have been formed from sheet silver of purity
greater than coin silver?® : ol '
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- Haér Plates: Left: Kivwa, wlver
Center: Kiowa, German iilver

o e . ol Right: Sioux, brass |
- tn sunmary, we find silv

er hair plates weli-distributed among the Kiowa
and Comanche, and to a slightly lesser degree among the Cheyenne and
-Arapaho, before 1860. There is good evidence that most of the early ones, and
many of the later ones, were made by New Mexican silversmiths. A few were
probably made by other white or immigrant Indian silversmiths. There are also
frequent reports of them being made by the Indians from coins and we have no
way of knowing how many of these reports were romantic opinions based upon
superficial knowledge. Some of the earliest strings may have been made of
unworked cains. There is also no doubt that some Indians did hammer out their
own piates, particularly after the advent of the Americans made coinseasierto
obtain: However, there is a practical argument against the theory of universal
Indian manufacture of these hair plates. The largest size is often descri bed as
being 3 inches or more in diameter. Itis very difficultto beat the average alloyed
toin availabile then to such a diameter. The process requires good tools and

_constant annealing to avoid stress cracks,

' ~Theearliest queues were usually along braid of the wearer's own hair, often
extended by other braided hairor by a buffalo or horse tail. Eventyally the queue
became a separate piece of braided buffalo or horsehair, leather or folded woo!
‘trade cioth(generally scarlet). Onthe Southern Plains a long decorated prush of
mane ot tail hair often “finished off the Jower end ot a cleth strip, Plates were
usually graduated in size with the largest plates at the top. -
~Af the mid-point of the 19th century a new material sntered the field of
indian jewelry. German silver, an alloy of copper, zinc and nickie, was s0 named



‘because it _occured naturalty i some parts of Germany. was being
manufactured in New. York in the early 1830's and “sﬂmrwmk macie from it
appears in atleast one Minnesota indian site of the 1850's ™ The principal event
for the summer of 1866 in the Kiowa calendar was the bringing of 2 targe
quantity of sheet Germarn silver by trader Chartes Whitacre or Whittaker " inran
atticle published in 1868, Theodore Dawis listed square piates of German
“silveras standard items in‘the outfitt of a robe trader.’” As the total value of the
Indian trade diminished in retation to other frontier enterprises, the traders were
more willing to simp! ysuppty raw material forthe Indians towork up themseives.
With cheap material available, the art of German silver working tlourished
among the Plains tribes and most of the hair plates in thm period were probably
indian-made. v
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, FO{ this reason it is difficuit to- reiy upon the descnpzrons of hatr plates by
traveters correspondents and army officers. They probably saw no difterence
between German silver and real silver. Obviously real silver plates did not
‘ dxsappear all at once but there is every indication that the use of German silver,
-~ both by indians and by manufacturers for the mdtan tradc mcreased very
rapidly after 1865. :
Whatever material was used, haxr plates were ceﬂamly typical adornments
on the Southern Plains by 1865. The pamtmgs of the Medicine Lodge treaty
; councﬁs by the soldier-artist Hermann Stisffe! in 1867 stiow suver hair plate
. strings on most of the Indians. In @ council with the Cheyennes at FortLarned in
1867, correspondent Henry M. Stantey noted that the Indians wore “breast
‘ornaments of sitver shields, and Johnson sitver medals, and their scalplocks
were adomed weth a long stnng of thzn snver dises.” ‘%orr&spondem Keim, with
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Sherician in 1868, noted Osage scouts wearing long trains of srall silver plates
and the Kiowa and Comanche with “trains” 310 5 feet long of silver plates, from 3
inches to one inch in diameter, fastened on a strip of rawhide. He also noted the
women with belts of silver piates a@nd immense silver finger rings.!*

- These references to silver breast plates and women's silver belts and rings
must surely refer to German silver. Certainiy a pectoral (breastplate) couldn't be
hammared out of a coin and there is no present evidence that Plains Indian
women ever had the juxury of a belt fitted with real silver discs. -~

Several sets of large har plates, probably German silver, ware photo-
graphed by Will Soule at Fort Siit, 1869-1874, and the drawings of Cohoe,
Cheyenne prisoner at Fort Marion , Florida, in 18786, show hair plates on most of
the men depicted, even while hunting.

Indian-made German silver hair plates persisted for a long time in
Oklahoma. Many of the old-time sets were sold or pawned during the Great
Depression and relatively few sets of hair plates are now in museums.

Hair plates used by the Sioux and other more northern tribes are a different
story. Lacking ready access to the silversmiths of New Mexico and quite
removed from the posts which supplied so much trade silver around the Greal

- Lakes, these Indians readily accepted brass as = jewelry material for rings.

earbobs, hair plates, bracelets and breast plates.!” Maximilian mentioned the
use of single brass hairplates by the Siouxin 1834 Alfred Jacob Miller, the artist
who accompanied Sir William Drummond Stewart in 1837, painted several
Sioux Indians with rows-of graduated rings around long queuss of the wearer's
hair but-he wrote that the Sioux and Snake Indians ornamented a long gueue

with flat plates and rings of brass “from the size of a doliar to thatof adime " ¥ He

also painted a group of Teton Sioux at Fort Laramie in which two men are
obviously wearing sets of harr piates. e S _
In 1846 Francis Parkman described an Oglala brave near Fort Laramie:
“Fram the back of his-head descended a line of glittering brass plates, tapering
from the size of a doubloon to that of a half-dime, a cumbrous ornament. in high
vogue among the Dacotahs, and for which they pay the traders a most
extravagant price.”'’ The oldest set of hair plates in the U.S: National Museum
consists of large, rather crude brass plates.on a braided buffalo hair base. ltwas
collected from the Ute by Gunnison in 1853. Brass hairplates were probably
custom-made at the larger trading posts. The indians may also have used old
ketties or other scrap to make their own. i = . : ’
. The Indian Wars and closer contacts between the Sioux and Southern
Plains Indians seem to -have brought about changes in Sioux warrior fashions,
particularly in the adoption of pectorals, “hairpipe” breastplates and hair plates
of silver or German silver. This transition is reflected in Sir Richard Burton’s
observation in 1860 that the Sioux fops wore sets of “tin ot silver” plates varying
in size from a shilling to a half-a-crown, and plates of brass or tin in their front
hair.'® Some of the Sioux in the Alexander Gardner photos at Fort Laramie in
1868 are wearing very large hairplates which are either brass or German silver
but no definite data has been located. However, an 1860 traveler on the Oregon
Trail saw the Sioux wearing graduated pieces of silveron a leather strip® and a -
French visitor at FortLaramiein 1867 described a Crow chief wearing a queue of
graduated silver discs “made by patient beating out of American dollars.” %
- Feder quoted a manuscript by & Major Williams in 1858 who said Grass,
an' Indian hunter for the troops, hadaset of over 20 plates beaten out of dollars.
He showed them how such plates were worn by Crows and bythe Cheyennes?'
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Respecting the History,

‘,Geofrgie}aélden, who tived with the Siouxin the 1860's, wrote that the Sioux wore

extremely long straps with tin or silver plates six or seveninches aparn. "Most of
these circular plates were made of silver dollars, beaten out thin, ¥ Margaret
Carrington, the heroine of Fort Phil Kearney in 1866, wrote that the Sioux wore a
succession of silver medallions from four inches 1o one inct beaten out of
coin? Here again, it seems impossible to make a four inch disc from any coin.
. Most of these later plate sets were probably German silver. The style

" persisted for a while in reservation days but soon went out of fashion. In his

drawings of “old time” life made 1890-1910, Amos Bad Heart Bull showed
several Sioux wearing. hair plates as he remembered them as a child. .

' Verylittie has been written aboutthe details of the plates themselves. Three

‘of the plates found in the Texas burial had thicknesses in the range of 052 10

089 om. The fourth, which may have been cast, was thicker. A silver hair plate

" from a Kiowa set atthe Smithsonianis 02 inches thick. This plate is 3.2 inches in

diameter with a “cup” or center ordinate of .355 inches. The museum's set of

‘German silver plates are. 025 inches thick and the old Sioux brass hair plates

are 04 inches thick. The methods of attaching the plates to the strips varied

considerably and the accompanying sketches show several that are typical.

- Tre large photograph itlustrates three sefs of hair plates ih the collections
of the Museum of the Fur Trade, each of a different type. Theoneon theleftisa

Kiowa set of silver plates, all but one of the same diameter. Each ofthe 19 large

_platesis attached witha thong through the loop of a small separate silver button
on top-of the piate. This use of a silver putton . suggests New Mexican

manutacture. The queue is of scarlet wool cloth-lined with white cotton cloth,

‘with a yellow horsehair tip. The center setis afine old Kiowa set of pierced and

engraved German silver plates on folded red wool cloth with black hair tip..

The seton the rightis.an heirloom set of brass plates from the Oglala Sioux

They are connected by a single leather strap laced through two slots in each

plate. The large top piate shows Indian engraving and is of unusual size,
measuring 9 inches in diameter. RS W
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ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION OF AN HISTORIC 5 pAC BURIAL

FROM NORTHEASTERN! KANSAS

Douglas D. Scott

ABSTRACT

A partial human skeleton, associated with a
number of white manufactured goods, has been
excavated on a bluff overlooking the Missouri River. It
is a male about 20 years of age and about five feet two
inches in height. He is identified as a Sac Indian who
was interred between 1840 and 1860.

INTRODUCTION o

In mid:August of 1868, members of the
Great Plains Archaeological Field Schbol
sponsored by the University of Kansas,
Kansas State University, and Wichita S‘tate
University tested a site in Doniphan County,
Kansas. The author was a member of the field
party that excavated the site. Excavatioh of
the site, designated 14DP26, produced a
human burial with a number of white-
manufactured trade goods.

14DP26 is located on a small bluff
overlooking the flocdplain of the Missouri
River and is about % mile from the river. The
site is located in the SW % of the NW ¥ of
Section 17, Townshrp 2 South, Range 20 East
and is situated on the edge of a cornfield that
‘has been under cultivation for a number of
years. The soil is a sandy loess and there are a
variety of grasses and deciduous trees along
the periphery of the bluff.
"~ During the pre-excavation survey, a num-

ber of glass beads, bottle glass fragments,

and crockery fragments were found; and the
decision to test the site was made on the basis
of this evrdence Four test pits were initially
begun along the edge of the cornfield. All
were oriented on a north-south axis and were
dug well below the eight inch plow zone into
the sterile loess: A few ceramic fragments
along with some metal fragments, a few glass
trade beads, and some human and animal
bones were recovered from the test pits.

THE BURIAL
The burial was first noted at a depth of

alumed Alebit malhan fem mnma awf Shea Sands T

|

IF“
f Q |

skeleton was erented northwest-southwest
and was associatgd with a number of items of
white|manufacture (Fig. 1). As the remains
were uncovered it became apparent that the
entire|skeleton 1was not present. The sadrum

was vertical when recovered with the ‘Iegs
outstrctched tog the southeast, mdrcatlng that
the mdrvrdual was probably buried in a srttrng§

positiocn and possubly was a partral surlface
burial. [

The bones that are present are in good
condruon but somewhat fragmented, ppro-
bably . due to activities concerned gwth
prepaémg the field for cultrvatron oth
femurs, tibias, and frbulas are present, but the
proxrrnal ends of the left femur and left tibia
are mdomplete and: the proxrmal ends of both
frbula are missing. The pelvis 'is mcnmp!ete
with only the right greater scratrc notch, part
of the! right iliac foSsa both |sch|al tuberosr-
ties, acetabulums, and sacrum berng present
The calcaneum and talus of both feet are
prese it, as are several 'of the metatarsals and
phalanges of both feet. Metacarpals and
phalariges of both hands were also recovered
A few!broken ribs, a maxlllary canine, and a

recently or partially. erupted mambular third

molar comprise the west of the remalns One
of the frib fragments and the proxrmal joint of
the fn’éh digit of the left hand of .the burial
have green stains' on them. Thrs would
indicate that they had been in contact with
either gcopper or brass lobjects The $tain on
the phalange is 0.6 cm,
the bone. This starn suggests at the
individual was wearmg a ring at the time ' of
burial, d{although no trace of the nng was
found. 7
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An iron tankard of metal prtcher was found |
restm on the knees of the s eietOn and a - .
fluntlo E( pistol barrel | Fmas lard ac oss the top of
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Fig. 1. Location of 14DP26 and plan of the burial excavation. A. Flintlack nistol harrels B Iron tankard: C. Rracs |



wampum beads and five pony beads were

recovered in. the fill near the pelvic area. A

piece of textile of woven brass and linen

thread was also found near the left hand
bones.

A brass bell was found on the same ievel as
the burial, but about two feet northwest of it
(Fig. 1). Scattered throughout the fill of the
burial excavation were other artifacts consist-
ing of a brass ramrod guide with a portion of a
hickory ramrod still in it, a portion of the side
plate and spring of a clasp knife, a brass
pendant, a small brass hawk bell, a green
glass fragment, iron fragments, probably from
the tankard or pitcher, and unidentified iron
fragments, a mussel ‘shell fragment, and a
utilized chert flake.

The burial was identified as a male about
20 years of age at death and about 163 cm. or
5 feet 2 inches tall. Sex was determined on
the basis of the general ruggedness of the
bones, the angle of the axis of the shaft to the "
axis of the head and neck of the femur, and
largely on the confrguratron of the sciatic
notch. Although the sacrumis unusually short
and broad for a male, itis umformly curved, as
in most males. The overall view points to a
male, as do! the associated artifacts. (See

Table | for measurements of the skeletal -

material.)

The stature was determined by measure-
ments of the right femur and tibia, using
formulas from Genoves (1967:76). The femur
gives a calculation of 163 + 3.417 em. or 6
feet 2 inches for the height. The tibia gives a
calculation of 161 + 2.812 cm or 5 feet 1
inches for height. ~

Age was estimated on the basis of the
closure of the epiphyses of the femur and 3
tibia, which close between the ages of 18 and
20. A second consrderatron was the recently
or partially erupted thlrd molar, WhICh appears
between the ages of 17 and 25. These
considerations yielded an age of 19 or 20.

A second mdrvrdual is represented by the
head and neck of a nght femur from the burial
excavation, in which the ephlphyses has not |
fused. This individual is probably under 18
years of age, as indicated by the unfused
epiphyses of the head and trochanters. The
sex is indeterminate.

Perhaps one other individual is represented
by one third unerupted molar, one second left

| { R : ‘
the maridible, and a small portion of the
occipital bone and| a broken rib. These bones
are from| the surface-test pit collection. The
ramus has green [stains on it, which would
indicate {hat it had been in contact with either
copper or brass bbjet:ts This individual is
probably| about 15 or 16 years of age, as
indicated by the unerupted third molar, which
would place thebmdrwdual under 25 and
probably;under 17. The heavy tartar buildup
on the second mo<ar which appears about 12

or 13, would indicate that it had been in use

for some time, placrng the: -age between 12
and 17, and probably about 16. The sex is
indetermjnate. The femur fragment and the
other hurman bones mentioned above probab-

ly represe
been dis
indicate t
one inte
cemetary

Of the
be direct!
beads ct
artifacts.
potsherd
fragment
beads, 7|
pieces of

nt other burrals at the site that ha\ie
turbed by cultivation. The bones
hat the atea was used for more than
rment. Whether it was a formal
or not remarns to be determmed

THE ARTIFACTS |
81 artifacts recovered, only 32 can
y associated with the burial. Trade
omprise 29 of the 32 associated
The entire collection includes: 1
19 stone -artifacts, 2 earthenware
s, 10 glass! fragments, 36 tra e
prass artifacts, 4 iron artrfa"ts, anc! 2
textile. |

|
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Most of the surface collectlon and the teat

pit collec
shipment
designat

ABORIG'.
Pottery |

. The ¢

su rfac_'e-t

éd surface- test brt collectron when
they are descnbed # ,

NAL MATERIAL P |

tion were inadvertantly mixed durin
and artifacts from this collection are

with mr@
The ext
mottled

interior i

does res

Chipped |

recovere
itisab

tone R N SRS

The j’mgle chlppe{j gstone artrfact was

from the surface-test prt co!lectron

ﬁfacrally retou hed bladel fragment ;-

ne small bogy sherd is from the
2st pit collection and is grrt tempered., )
a, feldspar, and quartz inclusions. -
rior surface is ‘cord-marked ‘and-
’uff to dark brown in qolor -The
gray, gradrng to buff in the center.’ *
The sherd is 0. 5¢m thrckr Although thesherd .
is too sniall to assrgn it to a definite type, it .
mble DonrpthZWare des_crrbed by
Wedel (1@59 112) i 3 AT
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TABLE 1: Postcranial Measurements (ing centimeters) of the Skeleton from 14DP26

|
Length, bicondylar

Length, maximum :
Diameter of head (maximum)
1

Sub-trochanteric diameter
antero-postero
lateral

Middte shaft diameter
antero-postero
lateral

Epicondylar width

|
Femur (Right) ~ 1
|
|

Tibia (Right)
Length, maximum

Middle shaft diameter
antero-postero
lateral

Pelvis (Incomplete)

Sacrum
anterior length
sacral breadth

color. It measures 4.7 cm. in length, 4.5 cm.
in width, and 1.3 ¢m in thickness.

Utilized Flakes

© A total of 14 utilized, but unmod|fled chert
flakes were recovered. Only one was recov-
ered in the burial excavation. The surface- test

0
1
i

pit collection flakes range from 1.5 cm. to 3. 3}
in length, and 0.2 cm. to 0.8 cm. in

cm.
thickness: Colors of the chert are gray, prnR
‘and white.

The burial excavation flake is also utllrzed .

but unmodified. It is white chert and is 0.3
cm. in thickness, and is 3 cm. in length.

NON-ABORIGINAL MATERlAL

One oval strike-a-light or frre steel was

recovered from the surface-test pit excava-,j

tions.
impressions and fabri

It is heavrly oxidized and has fabric
adhenng to one end

which will be described later. A section 3, 7

cm. in |ength is missing from one side. The

strike-a-light is 6.5 cm. in length, 3.2 cm. |hi
width, and 1.0 cm. in thickness. - : 1 -

il

Pistol Barrel \' o
- A heavily oxidized flintlock pistol barrel

wae rornueared from the burial excavatio

3 trOn November 23,
Strike-a-light s

, thrs assumptron

cm.,
405
430
a1
25
3.2

25
28

7.1

9.6
105

tang still in position, as is the tang screw. The-
lock retaining screw and washer are also still.
in position. This screw has been broken near: -
its point of attachment to the aockplate T
A number of X-ray photographs were.g_
taken of the barrel in_ hopes that the methodx :
of manufacture could be. determined, how-

ever it was not possible due to the extensive .. .

oxidation of the barrel. The barrel measures -
25 cm. in 1ength and 2:3cm.in wrdth at the ,
breech, tapering to about 1.9 cm. at, thb}ﬁy'“&-

‘muzzle. Iti is about 54 calrber (Hamrlton 19@@ 1

126 128). SR
- Dr.- Carlyle Smrth ( rsonal Gommunrca-:;
1 ) suggests that the. -
pistol was probably broken ‘when it
plach with the burial.

missing lock and trrgger guard would pomt toi,‘

Tankard
- An rron tankard
recovered from the

or metal pltcher was-;!;
burial excavatron Hh’ef'
reconstructed form |measures 14.7. cm; .h
drameter and 16.8 cm. in height. The tanlLard e
is| heavily ‘oxidized, Abut the Iapwelds and:

points of attachment for a strap handie are’

«fill visible. The base is slightly concave and -

was. j
‘He_has stated tha the



bottom to top. The reconstructed form has
been bent out of proportion, probably due to
the weight of the earth on it during: burial. The
“original form was probably a quart-sized
measuring tankard or pitcher, of the type used
for measuring liquids, such as liquors.

Unidentified lron Fragments

Three unidentified iron fragments were
also found in the burial excavation. They
range in thickness from 0.3 cm. to 0.5 cm.
and are probably from the same umdentlfled
object. |
Pocket Kmfe\

A portion of the brass side plate and iron
spring of a clasp knife was recovered from the
burial excavation (Fig. 2e). The spring is
attached to the side plate by means of a brass
double stage | nvet The overall length is 4 cm

raised bﬂnds on

I !

: " |

and the v T‘Idth is 0. «{l cm. The spring is 3.2 cm.
in IengthT 0.4 cml in. width, and 0.6 cm. in
thickness in the cezhter tapering to 0.4 cm. on
either end.- The barass side plate is 3 cm. in
length j1 cm. in width, and 0.1 cm. in

thickness,

Ramrod Guide |

A brass pisto] ramrod guide with a
fragment| of hicko ramrod remaining in |t|
was recovered fr{r‘;\ ’;he burial excavation
(Fig. 2f). The guide is 2.1 cm. in length with
her end. Its outside
diameter js 0.9 cm. piece of the|iron stoc
retaining \pin is still in position. The hicko
ramrod fmgment is 0.6 ch\ in diameter and
1.7 cm.in length. The guide probably was
part of th&. pistol faund with the burial, but as
it was notin direct bssocnatlon this cannot be

)

e e — =

Fig. 2. Artifacts recovered during excavation: a. left side of flintlock
d hrass nendant: e. pocket knife side plate and sprina: f. pistol ra

istol barrei b- ct}xrass bell and |ron cla Jper;.
rod quide: a ss rod; h. blue: spheroid



proven.-

Pendant |

A thin, sheet brass pendant was also
recovered from the burial excavation (Fig.
2d). When excavated,it was incomplete and
badly bent, as if it had been hit by a plow. It is
a rectangle 0.6 cm. in length and 2.7 cm. .in
width. The pendant has a series of three sets
of vertical striations separated by two plain
vertical bands. Two holes in the plain bands

on one end were probably used' for suspen-

sion.

Bells s

Two brass bells were recovered from the
burial excavation. One is a section of a small,
round bell of the type known as hawk bells
and is about 0.6 cm. in diameter. The section
has a small opening in the top, probably for
suspension. .

The second brass bell is a large, expanding
base shaped bell (Fig. 2b). The bell is 6.2 cm.
in length and 3.6 cm. in width at the top,
expanding to 5.8 cm. at the bottom. It was
manufactured by casting. The - cast iron
clapper (Fig. 2c) was found in position and is 5
cm. in length. The clapper was attached to
the bell by means of arni iron loop. The top of
the bell has a brass tab protruding from it,
which has a hole drilled through it for
suspension. .

Unidentified Brass Fragments )

Two brass objects, unidentified as to
function, were also found. An elongated
brass rod, rectangular in cross-section, was

found in the surface-test pit collection (Fig.
2g). Itis 7.5 cm. in length with notches having
been cut into the center. The notches consist’

of two crude cuts taken from one edge in the
center. The cuts are angled downward and
toward each end. The results are two small

triangles of brass removed and the remaining

area rounded and smoothed. |t is 0.4 cm. in

width and 0.5 cm. in height. One end shows
heavy oxidation where it has been in contact
rod may be a bracelet

with an iron object. Thy
blank. - '
The second

ﬂ o o : 5
ihidentified brass piece is

from the burial excavation and is a small
concave disc 0.05 cm. in thickness and Oﬁ

cm. in diameter. A small piece of brass wire
has been placed through a hole in the disc:

o nnl:?n i& ﬂ 7 ~m._. IOnG and 0-1 Cm- iJ\‘

diameter. This may be a bead fragment.

Glass
Ten fragments of glass were recovered
from the excavations, nine from the surface-

test pit collection. Of the nine, one is a flat, .

clear glass fragment, 0.3 cm. in thickness.
Another is a slightly curved pink _glass
fragment 0.7 cm. in thickness, probably from
a bottle. The other seven .fragments are
translucent and are a light green in color.

They range in thickness from 0.2 cm. to 0.6,

cm. The four thickest appear to be from the

base and kickup of a bottle; and the rest .
appear to be from the body. They would all ?

appear to be from the same container,

poss@bly a wine bottle.

The remaining fragment was found in the
burial excavation. ,
glass and measures 0.2 cm. in thickness. It
appears to be from the neck and shoulder area

It is a translucent green -

of a bottle and is probably part of the same

bottlé as the seven other green fragments.

Trade Beads - -

Two multifaceted, blue glass trade beads
were recovered from the "surface-test pit
collection (Fig. 2i). They. measure 0.6 cm. in
diameter and 0.5 cm. in length. One light blue

'spheroid- trade bead, 0.12 cm. in diameter,.

was found in the surface-test pit collection

" One coppver'-'c‘c‘ilor"eid,-eldngated gléSé;.béad :

was also. found in the surface-test pit
collection (Fig. 2j). I1t-has a  white core

surrounded by a mottled . copper-colored

glass. It is 0.9 cm. long and.ranges from0.4 .
gm. in the center to 0.2 cm. in diameter on: -
eitherend. - . .0 v b R e L

'Six opaque, white glass pony ;;beéd"s;?werié;
recovered (Fig. 21). Five of these were in
direct association” with he“burial.” They- all
measure 0.3 cm,
length.. .
i Twenty-six W um_bez
ered,’ 24 of which were found in assoc

mp! m beads were ig"o

with ‘the burial. There are two white. beads -
. {Fig. 2k) fro‘m__‘”the,biirial-;‘eXcavation‘;_;a'd;2ft_w‘

purple beads (Fig:: 2m). The wampum beads| el
‘cm. to 3.2 cm. in length and - .

range from 1.0
from 0.3 cm. to

Hardpaste Earthénware e i
" The two pieces of earthenware or iron-
stone come from | the surface. _t_es% pit:

tion

in diameter and 0.2 ctn. in - -

e e - Sar ALY S PR g vt
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collection. One is a small fragment from the of use anfd manufacture, a possible or most
rim of a plate or bowl. 1tis 0.3 cm. in thickness likely date| of interment can be suggested. The

and is slightly curved. The exterior is white, wampum beads, for instanice, are a poor time

while the interior is decorated with a series of marker, as they weie used from the early 17th

_polychrome bands. ' ' century uitil the latz 19th century. The length
The second piece is probably from the rim  of the beads recovered from 14DP26 indicates

of a cup. It also is 0.3 cm. in thickness and is that they were manufactured after 1746

slightly curved. The interior is white, while the (Douglas {1931:2, Qrchard 1929:68).
exterior is decorated with a floral style brown * The fragments pf the hardpaste earthen-
transfer desiQn. ‘ ware ar£ "too sinall to identify as to

L. s .
Textiles | | manufacturer or a§a of origin. The ceramic

The oval strike-a-light has fabric impres- types and their designs, however, are of a

B s of fabr . style that did not ain.boipularity until about
sion and pieces of fabric adhering to one end 1800 and _Jthls popularity lasted until just after

(Fig. 2n). The fabric is a fine weave in an . _ v Dy .
alternating over-and-under fashion. The fabric mid-centyry. (Noel Hume 19708130)' b

is now a rust color and its original color could: flrearrps nlaatt.an_a.l _a|so has a broad date range,
| The flintlock ignition system was the common

not be determined. The fabric is similar in § )

weave and in texture to a cotton cloth, and type froa‘ré the 18th century until about 1825

may have been part of a pouch or some form and on past mid-gentury in the West. This
4 ~ . type of ignition was more reliable to ' the

of clothing. . IR S L N
" The segco rid piece of textile was found ih inhabitants of the frontier and thus retained it

the burial excavation near some of the bones popularity in the lndlan,tradei,; until well past-

of the left hand. The textile is made up of two 10 (NOE?' e 2-1:970:?»1:,_;'.21.4)‘ L ramrod
“kinds of thread, a heavy linen thread, white |h gajte foqgnd,at 14D.P2.6 ,s-‘g,nmu.la‘r in design t?
color, and a fine brass wire or thread. The 27° four:g at a Wichita site in northeastern

20 R A d. The o tas that dated from: 1700-1850 | (Jelks
linen threads, are in close parallel rows with SR AP, Sy oy gl =
the brass thread woven through the Iineh 1966'57)' ’Th? roket 'an,lf_e» fragment“pn th
thread at a 90 degree angle. The brass thread other hand, is ~frorE .a style’ common
is placed in pairs and woven in an over-and- Xthrougho‘ t the 19th century (Russel - 1867:
under fashion through the linen. The brass 351 ) "’,'.‘di ;_1\_ltherefo|:e, |s3i:£re§s0t3§b]y ’"9:"'.,‘,"39',;
thread is woven through the linen on both MOS{¢- L i J DB TP
sides so that, the linen thread forms a coré. Several of the artifacts have a “vghtert..~
This fabric is similar to the type of fabric that date rang? than those proviously :d!scu.,SSed{g
made up the gold braid or lace on, military One of thﬁ;,s,e is the small hawk bell. This bell .
coats. E : s type is commonly gncoqntered on sites dating ', -

e ~to the first half of the 19th' century. (Jelks.

Non-Artifactual Material . 1966:90).{The oval strike-a-light, on the ,fbthe'fr |
- Of the three pieces of /imussel, sjh?'!,'{ﬁha'nd,-,ha%;'_ a broad date range; however, it
recovered, only one was from the ‘burial|'does hav: a rough terminus-of. about 1

4
i

excavation. All are too small'to identify as to . (Russel 1967:351);"  ~¢ .00 iiil o e
species. One piece from the surface-test pit Several artifacts tend to suggest a datg of -

collection has a portion of the bivalve hinge. interment‘after 1840, The fragments of fabric - -
A number of small fragments of unidenti- were made on power. looms:which would .
fied animal bone were aiso retL:o'vered.‘ One ' indi they could. 101838
piece found in the burial excavation is possibly.: (Kidwell and Christrnan 1974:37).  The jwine % Ll
a food offering. The rest of the fragments are_pottle fragments are: fram 'a. “bottle style N
~ .’ common ?'?fro'm about 1840 through the 1870s. -
| i The trade beads ‘garébirpasdnably good: time: -~
DATE OF INTERMENT ‘markers. [The seed beads are a ‘reasonably
| ‘ common form throughout the historic period
The suggested range of dates for the inter- ' and are generally consitlefed non-diagnostic.
ment are based upon analysis of the white However,{'the vblue‘;facet‘ed beads.and the blue

indicate they could: _.nOtf,.iia‘te;_f'prio&r,,‘4t‘0"~“.1§38

from long bones and ribs. |
'g Do! ]

manufactured goods. Though many of the spheroid 'bead can bg |dated ‘with: ‘mpre

svarte mrnde dnan a wide chronoloaical ranae  precision. The blue facéted trade beads arg a
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TABLE |1: Mortuary Traits Observed at 14DP26 Compared to lowa, Sac, Fox, and Kansas Mortuary Customs

Trait !

1. Grave goods with body

Receptacle (bottle, tankard)
Weapons or tools (frrearms knife)
Ornaments (pendants, beads, bells)
Clothing (possibly coat)

Food

Interment in ground

Buried in sitting position
Northwest-southeast orientation of burral
Partial surface burial

X

moow>»

~MX X X X X X X X

gewnN

After Voegelin 1944:339-372

Trait Present

Recent Adoption
Recent Loss -

Not Present

Possible but not known

Key:

N2> X

form common from about 1830-1860+
(Woodward 1965:10-11, Good 1972:6-7); and
the large blue spheroid bead has been found
on fur trade sites such as Kipp Post dating
1820-1840 (Woolworth and Wood 1960:255).

in considering the entire collection, a date |
in the first half of the 19th century is obvrously
suggested. A tighter range is suggested by ,‘
the ranges of several of the artifacts. The[
dates suggested are in the second quarter ofx
the 19th century with the most probable dates
clustering between 1840 and 1860.

i
ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION

To assign the burial to an. ethnic group

poses some problems since a variety of Indian
groups have resided in the area of northeast-
ern Kansas. Kansa Indians, for mstance were!
known to have been in present Domphan‘
County as early as 1724, when Bour mondj
visited the area (Gray 1905:21). Since the date:

range for the intermgnt suggests a 19th|
century date, the'discugsion will focus in that

area. In 1836, the Missouri branch of the lowa -
Sac and Fox were removed to the area and
placed on the Great Nemaha Reservation on -

the Kansas-Nebraska line (Skinner 1926:191).|

Since these were the only Indians living in that|
wvicinity during the probable date of interment,
this then suggests that the burial has an

. 14DP26

!

_have ibuilt- grave houses over " their -

‘would’ also seem to preclude’ Kansa as the, ‘=

_fence or other enclosure was noted dar ring

i
Kansa
X

Sac Fox

X

lowa i
X

x

X

X
X 2 X X
X X X

zr.>;>><
X X X X X
xxk;a‘x‘x
222 XX

14DP26 as an lowa burial ground

Skinner (1926:254) 'has pointed out that N

the lowa practiced scaffold burial and surface '
burial, in which the body was flexed and
sitting upright. The Sac have also practiced |
several forms of- burial including: complete!
burial in the earth, surface burial in sitting
posture in several forms and scaffold and tree
burial (Yarrow 1880: 141). It should be noted .
that members of the turkey clan of the Sac:

buried their dead in- a srttmg position ‘on ani

isolated knoll under a tree,: surtable for a r
turkey roost (Skrnner 1923 37)

srttmg position, r}orthwest-southeast orienta- i
tron of the. dead ‘or partial surface burial, as, -
are. observed at “14DP26. “This,” therefore‘

ethnic! affiliation for thrs burial. e 7 ; :
- Thel Fox have only recently adopted burial :
in the sitting position, and are also known to

(Voegehn 1944:359). However, no mor

excavation. This feature is'common not ‘only
for the Fox, but also of the Sac and late lewa A
Based on all considerations,: however

) Comparatrve mortuary data seems to
preclude ' the'’ possrbrlrty of an lowa’ ethmc
affiliation (see . Table . Il).,

“As: Table Il lalso|
shows, the Kansa do | notg have h..al i

this |,



t

Of the ten mortuary features observed at
14DP26, eight are found in the Sac burial
_practices, suggesting that this’ burial is
probable Sac affiliated. If, indeed, this is a
Sac burial, it would fall well within the
1840-1860 period suggested for the date of
interment, as the Sac were removed to the
Kansas area in 1836 and most of the tribe did
not remove to Oklahoma until after 1876 (Kent

| CONCLUSIONS ¢

A study of the burial remains and its
associated features has produced a possible
ethnic identification and date
interment. The historic burial recovered from
the test excavations at 14DP26 has been
identified as a male about 20 years of age at
death. Analysus of the mortuary traits assocu-
ated with the burial suggests that he was a
Sac Indian. 1Further analysis of the trade
goods associated with the burial suggest a
date of mterment in the second guarter of the
19th century\ with the most probable datés
clustering between 1840 and 1860 Though
the ethnic afflllatlon and date of interment can
best be descrlbed as tentative, the analysis of
the burial and its features yleld 'the above as
the best possible indication based on present

available evidence. N
4
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