





e ’
v

N &
J«c.vc&tu ) X\.{w
foce 1A










T

!
__ 3\

L













ENTERPRISE HILL

The following pertaine to an investigation by the St. Joseph Archaeolog-
ical Society and the St. Joseph Museum of a hill just east of Russell S%.
and King Hill Avenue. It would be east of King Ave. and north of Russell

Street, northeast of a building known as the Tres Trams Club from which

Mawy
access to the hill is gained. This hill has fordyenrs been known as Enter-

prise Hill and at one time we are told was also known as Quean& Hill,
(King's Hill is the next promitory to the south) The property is owned
by Whipple S. Newell et al according to State Highway maps.ﬁyﬁasemehtthas ‘n\

been given to the Hissouri State Highway Department for removal of dirt 'j
.-’/‘
to be used in highway construction elsewhere and they had asked for an //’
=, 5 SIS m—z,oaef?’e@v Wootss
arcrmeologlcml aurvey of tx}_ewkixr? to be rem%ee. k( Quarler, 2zl 24,

fas 75“
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This was done by V1ﬁual lnspectlon of the surface and by systematic
probing. Working side by side along the ridge of the hill, probers
penetrated the ground at intervals of about one foot using metal rods
and investigating any sounding of rock or solid ebjects beneath the
surface. This being a loess bluff top very little if any natural sub-
surface T8ck was expected unless put there if used as & human burial
cover,

About forty yards from the summit, we struck an areas of limestone,
quite extensive it seemed, 2nd aiter uncovering it fomnd it to be
nearly a foot below the surface., Slabs of red burned linestone, placed

side by side, covered an arem some 7 X 10 feet with a depression about
_’ M IAMETER. B> )Y T DEEL THE LlmAGSTOIEE Ing Tt S SOEPILESS: puif WIS IACTACT IBIT _SZ’JWUé‘,V'
33Xk feetnnear the center.4 We cleaned the limestone of dirt and brush-~

IT WE=
ed it clean, photographed it, strung grid lines and thenﬂpnotographed =
) Wi ywer
again. <Thea—we removed the limeatone}and started with Level 1., (1" %o

6" below stone covering)

Level #l produced no sign of burial or artifacts except B two flint

chips near the west edge.

(éu/zw«’w)

Level ﬂalhad a quantity of charcoal near the south 51de and a few

random pieces in the fill. Alse two small bone fragments, a skull frag-
SH A o
ment and a human molar. /‘/’-’" ONE 4 [rECE CF IRTrE Ry NEAR THE §OUTH Fag
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Level ﬁ%yproduced.ﬁﬂag scattered indic-tions oif burial. One arm bone
to the north edge, %pottery sherd at the socuth edge and two small bone
fragments in the northwest section. The lower extremity of the center
depressicészteqﬁe&.down into this third level just about two inches:

PN

Level #%1co:tained the balence of buriazl remains. Several bones,
some of which were broken and none of which appeared to be articulated,
were in this fourth level, Skull fragments were widely scattered.
Appearance and dissarangement of the bones led us to speculate that
it was a secondary burial or possibly previously disturbed by other
diggers. As shown on the work map, it wus from this fourth level
just northeast of cetter that most of the beads and shell pendants came.

Level #5 (24 to 30 inches) showed a scattering of bone fragments

and one besd. A sacrum, one half of a mandible, a lone vertebra and

skull fragments

o

Level #6 (30 to 36 inches) a2lso produced scattered fragments of
bone and a half dozen shell beads. Bits of bonsfggﬁttered throughout
the fill. No bone or artifacts were Tfound below %kz 34 inches except
in rodent holes. XexeX

V/t1d .
Level #7 and aAtrench to 48" depth showed no further sign of burial,

The soil from this dig was screened through a ¥xx 1/4 inch mesh
screen, Charcoal from the second level was isolated im foil. The
bones are stored in the St. Joseph Museum where they will at the first

oppértunity be studied by an anthropologist to determine the number of

individual Fln the grave a%g guch etﬁgr inf glgg can be dsgggmﬁgedzls
o [ o = ‘) (w3
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The skeletal remains were in very poor condition, crushed by weight
of the stones covering the burial and softened and eroded away due to
the shallow depth and vunerability to surface water. Lime build-up o n
gome of the beads seemg to indicate a high absorbtion of water through

the burial.



Rocks covering the burial& were burned and reddened by fire and when
broken showed sign of intense heat to the very center. They appear not
to have been fired in place over tine burials since charcoal and ash was
not present iniguamtity enough to indicate that much fire. The nearest
source of limestone, so far asg we #kFx able to determine,now, would be‘
about due west where a strata appears. just above the east side of King
Hill Avenue.szome 25 or 30 feeb above the street level., This is aboub
a quarter of a mile away and would require climbing up an elevation
of possibly 100 to 125 feet the firat part of which is nearly perpendicular,
AT LEAST ThO N BB UECs kﬂc>(>ungw
It appears thmt this common burial contains -seeeibis-ddnee or maybe Moy

one of these éi ¥wfxxk child.

Only three: small sherds of pottery were found with the burials., #xx
RisEXaREaExAxIARX U X R AT XX EX XXX RN R RXER These sherds,come one to one
snd one-~half inchs in diameter were all cord marked, yellowish-red in

color and grit temvered.

A1l beads empmsds—owe are ol shell, OF=XRREXEEXK® W

T ran st
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peemmde obebeme, Shell beads were of three types: (1) Flat perforated

Py = By |

disk, 39 diameter (sowewswabber) B 1/8" thick

(2) Elongated flat beads, ronnded at the ends and with the hole longways

through the center of the bead, » ”
<, ofs 3 ,zrj?ﬁ
(3) Fl&t pieded of shell, approximately 1/2,by 2¥ and 1/8 inch thick,

slightly curved and perforated at each end.

Most of the beads were found in close proximity to the tiny ribs and
thin skull of an infant S%)eEild. Three of the #1 type (flat circular
perforated shell) were found still stacked together as if in original
gtrung position. Also seven of the ¥3 type (fla%;?ﬁin shell ornaments

with each end perforated) were stacked in such a position that would




indicate that they had been strung together., The holes at one eand of

all seven were still neakly in line. ) . tf

S AL, v 4 (BEASS + PBuOAiS WEEE Fouyl . 3? 49 L/(A H N
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i & Low& Figr FESOIHT :

Mett Shipvee, after hearing a description of the site, contents andd
Resiziy
circumstances mfxkke by telephone stated that he believes it to be early
LAY, AFTER SEEWE [B&ards ?y,;, a2y pEem TRE L e s Or= T
s SR FON

»@,??@ﬁﬁ%éigkar%hstléecause of the disarticulation and scattering
SAE AL THimes 1T MAY MAvE
of bone fragments that the site s been dug through before.

) = pleoa THHE S BEC I AN, .

Others, however, with the advantage of meeing the dighfirst hun@&wonder

weodland,

about the limestone covering being still so neatly in place before we

,ZKJ[ Myct OF
started to dig. Also wheﬁltheAcovering was removed/it wag heat fractured
,Appﬂrﬂ/}‘llr ‘
»
and fell apart. Itywould have t%ﬁ”well nigh impossible to have replaced
Sk gar /S

gome of this fragile stone ad messbe improbable that it would #8 have

ComPLeTEe Y , o : :
been put back so pemkmm’F Ar L&, TN /O CRIMYATE #2166 Br2g
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ERTERPRISE HILL

The following pertains tc an investigation by the St. Joseph Arch-

aeological Society and the St. Joseph Museum of e hill just east of

Russell St. and King Hill Avenue, It would be east of King Hill Ave.

and north of Russell Street, northeast of a building known as the
Tres Trame Club from which access to the hill is gained. This hill
bhaz for many years been known as Enterprise Hill and at one time, we
are told, was also known as Queen's Hill. (King's Hill is the next
promitory to the gouth) The property is owned by Whipple 5. Newell
et al mccording to State Highway maps. The site location would be
in the SW 1/4 of the SE guarter of the NW quarter, section 29, town-
ship 57N, range 35W. Easement has been given to the Missouri State
Highway Department for removal of dirt te be used in highway con-
struction elsewhere and they had asked for an archaeological sur-
vey of the area to be removed. This was done by visunal inspect-
ion of the surface and by systematic probing., Working side by alde
along the ridge of the hill, probers penetrated the ground at in-
tervals of about cne foot using metal rods and investigating any
sounding of rock or solid objects beneath the surface. This being
a loess bluff top very little if any natural sub-surface rock was
expected unless put there if used asg human burial cover.

About forty yards from the summib, we struck mareaz of lime-
stone, quite extensive it geemed, and after uncovering it found it
to be nearly a foot beneath the gurface., Slabs of red burned lime-
atone, placedside by side, covered an area mome 7 X 10 feet with a
depression about 3 X 4 feet in diameter and 14 inches deep near the
center, The limestone in this depression was intact but sunken.

We cleaned the limestone of dirt and brushed it clean, photographed
it, strung grid lines and then it wasz photographed again, We then
removed the limestone and started with Level 1, (1" to 6" beneath

stone covering)

(1)
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(2)

Level #1 produced no & gn of burial or artifacts except two flint
chips near the west edge.

Level #2 (6 to 12 inches) had a quantity of charcoal near the south
side and a few random pieces in the fill, Also two small bone frag-
ments, a skull fragment and a human molar, Also one small piece of
pottery near the south edge.

Level #3 (12 to 18 inches) produced scattered indications of burial.
One arm bone to the north edge, a pottery sherd at the south edge and ‘
two small bone fragments in the northwest section. The lower extremity
of the center depression extended down into this third level just abamut
two inches,

Level #4 (18 to 24 inches) contained the balance of burial remains.
Several bones, mome of which were broken and none of which appeared to
be articulated, were inm this fourth level, Skull fragments were wide-
1y scattered. Appearance and dissarangement of the bones led us to apec-
ulate that it was a2 secondary burial or possibly previously disturbed by
other diggers. As shown on the work map, it was from this fourth level,
just northeast of center, that most of the beads and shell pendants cane.

Level 5 (24 to 36 inches) showed a scattering of bone fragments and
one bead. A sacrum, one half of a mandible, @ lone vertebra and skull
fragments.

Level #6 (30 to %6 inches) also produced scattered fragments of
bone and = half dozen more shell beads. Bits of bone were scattered
throughout the fill, No bone or artifacts were found below 34 inches
except in rodent holes.

Level #7 and a test trench to the 48 inch depth mowed ne further sign

of burial.

The soil from this dig was screened through a 1I/4 inch mesh screen.
Charcoal from the second level waas isolated in foil, The bones are stor-
ed in the St. Joseph Museum where they will at the first oppertunity be
studied by an anthropologist to determine the number of individuals in
the grave and such other information as can be determined. The beads,
pendants and pottery are also in storage at the St. Joseph Museum where
they are available for examination and study or display.

The skeletal remains were in very poor condition, crushed by weight
of the stones covering the burial and softened and eroded away due to
theshallow depth and vulnerabhility to surface water, HMineral build-up
on some of the beads meems to indicete a high absorbtion of water through

the buriazal.



(3)

Rocks covering the burial were burned and reddened by fire and when
broken showed sign of intense heat %o the very center. They appear not
to have been fired in place over the burials mince charcoal and ash was
not present in quantity enough to indicate that much fire, The nearest
source of limestone, so far as we are able to determine now, would be
about due west where & strata appears just above the east side of King:
Hill Avenue at some 25 or 30 feet above tane street level. This is about
a quarter of a mile away and would require climbing up an elevation of’
possibly 100 to 125 feet, the first part of which is nearly perpendic~
ular,

It appeara that this common buriel contains the remains or partial
remains of at least two individuals, posszibly more, one of these a
child,

Only three small sherds of poettery were found with the burial.

Thene sherds, some one to one and one~half inches in diameter, were all
cord marked, yellowish-red in color and grit tempered,

All beads are of shell, of three types, listed as follows:

(1) Flat perforated disk, from 1/4 to 5/8" in diameter and about 1/8"
thick.

(2) Elongated flat beads, rounded at the ends and with the hole longways
through the center. These vary slightly in shape and in size from 5/8"
in length te 1. 1/4%,

(3) Flat curved pieces of shell, approximately 1/2" wide by 2 1/2 to 3 ./2"
long, and some 1/8 th of an inch thick and perforated at each end.
: —_— @:m S

Most of the beads were found in close proximity to the tiny ribs and
thin skull of the child., Three of the #l type (flat circular perforated
shell) were found still stacked together as if in original strung pos-
ition. Also gseven of the #3 type (flat long thin shell ornaments with
ends perforated) were stacked in such a position that would indicate
they hed been strung together, The holes at one end of all seven were
still nearly in line., In all, 61 beads or pendants were found. 27 of
the #1 curcular flat type, 14 of the #2 elongated type and 20 of the
#3 long flat pendant type with end perforations,

Mr. J. Mett Shippee, after hearing a description of the site, contents
and circumstances by telephone maid that he believes it possibly to be



(4)

early woodland culture. Later, after seeing some of the beads and the
pottery he was of the same opinion. Because of the disarticulation and
scattering of bone fragments he also thinks that the site may have been
dug in before. Some, however, with adventage of having gseen from the
beginning, wonder about the limestone covering being still so neatly

in place before we started to dig. Also, when the rock covering was
removed, much of it was heat fractured and fell apart. It apparently
would have been very difficult to have replaced some of this fragile
stone and seemingly improbable that it would have been put back so

completely, if at all, by indiscriminate diggers.

(DR)




University of Missouri = Columbia

Room 22 Switzler Hall COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE Telephone
Columbia, Missouri 65201 Archaeological Survey 314-449-9411

March 10, 1971

Michael R. Fisher
4519 Jackson Street,
St. Joseph, Missouri 64507

Dear Mike:

The site which you sent into the Archaeological Survey
has been numbered 23BN5 and is located in the SW4% SEX%
NW%, Sec. 29, T. 57N, R. 35W, and is located on the pro-
perty of Mr. Whipples Newell.

The Spring Meeting of the Archaeological Society will be
as far away from you in Missouri as possible, and will
be held April the 4th in Sikeston, Missouri, at the
Ramada Inn. The two days before it, April 2nd and 3rd
will be a Society dig at the Lilbourn site near New
Madrid, Missouri, when Society members will be invited
to come and participate. University archaeologists will
be working there from about March 25th through April 9th
or 10th and it may be our only opportunity to get some
more information from this Middle Mississippian site
where a school will be built and thus destroy the site
in the very near future.

I hope to see you at the Spring Meeting.

Sinaprely yours,

E

David R. Evans,
Director

DRE: 1w



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF MISSOURI
SURVEY SHEET

Site Number3 £/ - Local Name and/or NumberZﬁB// ' County

I. Type of Indian remains (Mound, Village, Burial Ground, etc.)

II. Location:

).~ Section i Township 5 / /o Range

U.S.G.S:. Quadrangle ]’Zu Al Other Map used

Owner of Property W //

) ' Address of owner (| £ 7 ),

Location of remains on property /L;‘f /

Nearest water: NAME Lf'."’ A, . Distance %z 7

Right or left bank of stream (looking downstream)

III. Description of remains.

y ’Z/} é 7%
. 8 £ //7‘15 RIVER Ziuf,a/n/,i//mwd/ Ae C,V,(A/,/
v. Cond1t1on of Site. , 7 Puéc we Hre

A
L /m( / 'rz
Ptorclme = wERe PrSCov /T D

V. If excavated when and by whom? Address if poss1b1e
STToCeit L HAFPIER S ST T 0Serp MIG 7

VI [ If excavated what was found, and where finds are located at present?

THREE SlEv e o i sl Y A L PTPEL T
Blapb ‘9 ST . . .
! Fars (‘_‘ )’ '.,:L;‘ ¢ i b ]

VII. This information supplied by .

Address

Date

VIILI. Return this form when filled out to: Missouri Archaeological Society
- 15 Switzler Hall
University of Missouri
Columbia, Missouri




Sketch map of location
Section Z.71 Township 5 7 A/ Range 25 W

Indicate the chief topographical features, such as streams: and ‘elévx)atio_ns;
Also indicate houses and roads. Indicate the site location by enclosing the site area
with a dotted line and placing the site symbol within the enclosed area. o e

N

&

S
e used for a whole section or for a quarter section.

This diagram may b

If it is used for a section, each square will be 1320 feet on a side. If it is

used for a quarter section, each square will be 660 feet on a side.

e either somewhat larger or somewhat

Note that in many cases the sections ar
), as your map will show.

smaller than the normal size, (one mile square

See Volume 15, Nos. 1 & 2 of The Missouri Archaeologist for further infor-
mation on Archaeological Surveying.
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