" -‘Ride with the Devil’ to premiere

in Kansas..City

-,

Civil War re-enactors flooded into Pattonsburg in the sum-

ERIC KEITH/St. Joseph News-Press

Devil.” Scenes were also shot in Kansas City, where the

mer of 1998 for filming of the Civil War film ‘Ride With the movie will premiere next week.

Acting stint doe

Premiere for ‘Rid‘e”

- @ Premiere for cast and crew is -
2 p.m. Thursday at Cinemark Mer-
- riam Theater in Merriam, Kan. If a

cast member and planning to
“attend, call (816) 691-2103.

- @ Mike Souther, right, would like
to charter a bus and asks that any-
“one who is on his list, made during

‘the shooting, call him at (816) 449-2603 and.

‘leave a message.

A ANy
*ByY JULIE BELSCHNER®
julbel@npgco.com

ST. JOSEPH NEWS-PRESS

ike Souther discovered to his
Msurprise that he’s a natural

ham. The discovery came when
a fluke threw him into a recreation of
Quantrill’s raid in the movie “Ride
With the Devil.” He is counting the -
days until the cast premiere of the film
Thursday afternoon in Merriam, Kan.
. A friend took him along when she
tried out as an extra in the epic,

n’t cure this ham

which was shot in Old Pattonsburg in
the spring of 1998.

“I was not thinking I had a chance in
the world of getting in,” the Maysville
resident said. “They herded us through
there like cattle. Six of us lined up.
Turn left, turn right, look straight
ahead. They had case after case of
Polaroids of all the hopefuls. I lied —
one of the questions was, ‘Can you
milk a cow?’ I said I could.”

Please see Acting/Page AS
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BETWEEN THE LINES

Gary Chilcote
Staff Writer
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OFF HOURS

Fripay, OcTOBER 19, 2007

They done it
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Brad Pitt and Casey Affleck sfar in ‘The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford.’

Miramax Films

Pitt and Affleck make Jesse James one to watch

After St. Joseph was ‘
shunned for both filming and
world premiere locations,
“The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert
Ford,” in which mega-star
Brad Pitt plays the legendary
local outlaw, is finally coming
to Joetown. So, what will St.
Joe audiences get with this
film? The answer is a deliber-
ately paced, dialogue driven
near-masterpiece led by
award-worthy performances
in a style that practically re-
defines the boundaries of the
typical western.

The story, based on the
novel of the same title, takes
place back in 1881, when Jesse
James was 34 years old run-
ning the James Gang. With
his popularity and legend
at its peak, chief among his
admirers was Robert Ford
(Casey Affleck), a timid and
ambitious 19-year-old mem-
ber of the James gang, who
practically worshipped James
since he was a child. James is
starting to plan the next big

‘robbery while making sure
he doesn’t get double-crossed
by members of his own gang,
since there is a bounty on
his head. As the title would
suggest, it would inevitably
be Ford, one of his closest
companions, who would live
in infamy as the coward who

11t +han Wiallad $aa Tasnan? lon~fe

Ford’s brand of ce- M O
lebrity will take on
an entirely different
form. ' |
As Jesse James,
Pitt has never been
more confident,
charismatic or com- P
manding on screen. m
Behind a blue-eyed
piercing gaze and
calm forcefulness,
he adds human
dimension to a wild
West deity. He re-
veals an insomniac

Review

4 )
Blake
HANNON

If you are expect-
ing a film in the style-
of a shoot ‘em u1p,
via “Tombstone,” fat -
chance of that. Direc-
tor Andrew Domi-
nick has other plans.
Dominick brings an
artist’s touch to the
genre, turning the film
into a character study

separating the myth
from the man and
revealing some inner
truth to the film’s
title characters. He

E-MAIL:

who was psychoti- blakehannon@npgeo.com  creates interesting
cally unpredictable PHONE: wonder and tension in
while trying to heal (816) 271-8546 particular scenes, and
a soul that was FAX: his shots of a James

; . (816) 271-8692 =
decomposing like . <& ph= train robbery, along .
the bodies he has with his dramatic

personally laid to rest.

Affleck deserves an Os-
car-nomination as Robert
Ford. He portrays Ford as
an obsessive follower and
believer in the Jesse James
legend who eventually be-
comes parasitic at his side.
His desire for celebrity of his.
own trumps his loyalty to his
longtime partner in crime,
and through his mischievous
grin and pip-squeak voice, he
masks a quiet storm brewing
when he uses his assassina-

‘tion of James to boost his

own notoriety. Long after
this film is over, Affleck’s

B SN N

SR R e O

assassination, are priceless. It
also-helps that cinematogra-
pher Roger Deakins uses the
camera to capture Life maga-
zine-esque landscape shots
and Warren Ellis’ haunting
score comes in at all the right
places. :

- At over two hours and forty
minutes long, it is somewhat
laborious to sit through. Plus,
the film’s deliberate pace may
not initially capture viewers
right out of the gate. But if
you stick with it, “The Assas-
sination of Jesse James by
the Coward Robert Ford,” will
earn your trust and win you

s .




Ken Rex McElroy

TV movie, talk show help keep the story alive

The 10th anniversary .of the
death of Ken Rex McElroy is be-
ing marked with two of the late
20th century’s ultimate salutes: a
television movie and a talk show.«

On Sunday at 8 p.m., NBC
(Channel 4) will broadcast -“In
Broad Daylight,” based on the
book about the Kkilling of the
Skidmore, Mo., “town bully.”
And on the following day, the
Oprah Winfrey Show will discuss
the incident with McElroy’s sur-
vivors and — maybe — a few
Skidmore residents. Oprah is
broadcast on Channel 2 (10 on
Cablevision) at 3 p.m.

The McElroy killing caught the
country’s fancy in 1981, when a
group of vigilantes allegedly shot
McElroy down in his truck.
McElroy had been accused of

terrorizing the town, which was
fed up with the law’s inability to
stop the man. Stories had it that
many folks witnessed the shoot-
ing, but claimed to have seen
nothing.

Skidmore’s been silent ever
since, despite offers to crack on
CBS’s “Sixty Minutes” and in at
least two books: “Judgment Day”’
and “In Broad Daylight.” The
latter book, written by lawyer
Harry N. MaclLean in the late
1980s, is considered the better of
the two, though it also failed to
identify who fired the shots.

MacLean had no qualms about
identifying the other characters
in the book, but NBC has decided
to change the names in the
movie. McElroy is called “Len
Rowan” and his most famous

vietims — the Bowenkamp family
— are identified as the “West-
ermans.”

Two weeks ago, representa-
tives of the Oprah show called
this newspaper trying to locate
folks connected with the McElroy
shooting. Who they ended up
with, apparently, were his first
wife and several of his children
(see the accompanying story); his
attorney, Richard McFadin; the
daughter of one of his alleged
vietims, Cheryl Helfin; and the
author of the book, MacLean.

Said publicist Colleen Raleigh
of Oprah’s interest in the event:
“It’'s a fascinating story that
raised both social and moral
questions that would appeal to
our audiences. And there’s ob-
viously been enough interest in it
to warrant an NBC movie.”

McElroy’s wife disappointed in show

By DARREL HUBER

News-Press/Gazette Staff Writer

“There’s no doubt that Ken
Rex McElroy did do a lot of bad
things, but he wasn’t the only bad
guy. They did a lot of bad things
to him — a lot of underhanded
things.”

Those are the thoughts that
Alice Pickerel, who divorced
McElroy a few years before he
was shot to death in Skidmore,

Mo., tried to express in a tele-
vision taping last week in Chic-
ago.

She,. along with her children,
Juarez, 22, Tonia, 17, and Ken
Jr., 16, were flown to Chicago
Wednesday for a Thursday
showing of “In Broad Daylight”
and taping of the Oprah Winfrey
Show. .

The air date for that show,

.which also features her attorney

and Harry N. MacLean, author of
the book on which the movie is

based, is Monday afternoon on
Channel 2 (10 on Cablevision).

In an interview from her home
in St. Joseph, Pickerel said the
movie is totally one-sided, that it
pictures McElroy as all bad and
the Skidmore people as all good.

“The movie is based on about
the last six months of Ken’s life,
although it doesn’t use real
names or dates. We knew what
the end was going to be and it
was hard for us.”

Please see McElroy/Page 3D

Brian Dennehy portrays “Len Rowan,”

mmuzascmm to haunt the present
WS> 21 ~ 9

a.k.a. Ken McElroy.
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submitted photo

- Kyle Carroll had to wear a ‘Dutch boy’
. submitted photo  yyier jn his part as an extra for the new
Kyle Carroll was one of about 800 extras in this scene during the filming of the Battle of Cowpens. Mel Gibson film ‘The Patriot.’

Maysville man is star for split second

By JONATHAN HOUGHTON K wardrobe fittings for the hundreds ested in the creative process.
jonh@npgco.com . of extras began. He wore mostly his “He didn’t throw his weight
St. Joseph News-Press own period clothes, although the around,” he says. -
- wardrobe people made a few modifi- Gibson, known as something of a
Although Kyle Carroll’s hobby is D cations. Among them: a “dutch boy” joker on movie sets, was in fine form
re-enacting history, he never wig, which he says wasn’t exactly during filming, Carroll says. On di-
thought he’d help create it. . - his first choice for a hairstyle. rector Roland Emmerich’s birthday,
Movie history, that is — in the g : “I was disappointed I wasn’t going  Gibson arranged for Emmerich to be
most literal sense. The Maysville, g _ ; | tolook like Daniel Boone,” he serenaded by a group of Carolina
Mo roai gac ans of b - . g (N S laughs. Panthers cheerleaders.




of historical re-enactors across the
nation who traveled to Rock Hill,
S.C., last November to participate in
the filming of the new Mel Gibson
film “The Patriot.”

The Revolutionary War epic,
which opened in theatres Wednes-
day, has been praised by some crit-
ics for its faithful rendering of the
time period. Carroll agrees.

“The Revolutionary War is such a
crown jewel of our history, and
there’d never been a good movie
made about it,” he says.

Carroll’s own interest in Ameri-
can history led him to take a couple

Kyle Carroll works for the Mis-
souri Department of Conservaton.

of weeks off from his job at the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation
to be in the movie. While he was
paid $150 a day for his services, Car-
roll says he did it more for the expe-
rience.

Days on the set for Carroll began
around 4 a.m., when makeup and

While the filmmakers were pre-
cise in their recreations of battles,
Carroll says they also had a little
help from 21st century technology.
In one scene, an army of about 400
British troops got some digitally
created reinforcements.

“When you see it on the screen,
there’s thousands coming at you,”

he says.

But Carroll has nothing but good
things to say about the filmmakers
and actors, including Gibson. Al-
though he didn’t talk to Gibson per-
sonally, Carroll says the movie star
seemed down-to-earth and inter-

blink.

After returning home from
Carolina, Carroll had to wait until
an advance screening this past week
to see if his scenes made it into the
film. The verdict: he’s in the movie,
but if you want to see him, don’t

ouin

“I tell everybody, ‘due to unfortu-
nate editing,”” he laughs.

While Carroll says he caught

Gibson brings intensity to ‘Patriot’

By BOB THOMAS
Associated Press

(Of -all the major U.S. wars,
the Revolutionary War has
been the most overlooked by
the movie industry:. :

Over the years, Hollywood
studios have concluded that
audiences cannot connect
with characters in powdered
wigs and three-cornered hats
who shoot front-loading mus-
kets. Now Columbia Pictures
is striving to combat that no-
tion with “The Patriot,” a big-
scale epic with Mel Gibson
for box-office star power,
playing a respected South
Carolina landowner and wid-
ower with seven children.

Gibson’s Benjamin Martin
is unswayed by the call to-

arms sparked by the Declara-
tion of Independence in
Philadelphia. The hidden rea-
son: a hero in the French and
Indian War, he is haunted by
the atrocities of which he
was a party.

His teen-age son, played by
Heath Ledger, is eager to join
the Continental Army, but his
father forbids him.

The situation changes
when British troops, led by a
sadistic colonel played by Ja-
son Isaacs, invade Gibson’s
plantation. After helplessly
watching his family brutal-
ized and his son carried off
to be hanged; Gibson regains

his war fervor.

He organizes a ragtag mili-
tia and starts a guerrilla cam-
paign.

While both sides were lin-
ing up their troops and firing
point-blank at each other,
Gibson employs stealth strat-
egy — he and his followers
hurtling out of swamps and
forests for sudden attacks on
small enemy units. They con-
centrate their fire on officers,
a tactic the British consider
not quite cricket.

The fighting sequences are
offset by Gibson’s returns to
his family, whose lives are
threatened by the vindictive
colonel. There is a hint of ro-
mance with his dead wife’s
sister (Charlotte Selton), but
most of the time she is lim-

ited to casting fond looks.
Having fought the British

centuries before in “Brave-

heart,” Gibson brings the

same intensity to “The Pa-

triot.” He aptly portrays the
complex nature of a warrior
turned pacifist who must
take up arms again.

Ledger is effective as the
militiaman’s son, though his
character is sketchy:

Roland Emmerich (“Inde-
pendence Day”) directed
“The Patriot” with his usual
flourish, assisted by digital
magic that can make the line
of troops seem a mile wide.

John Williams’ thundering
score contributes to the
drama. Robert Rodat’s screen-

.play keeps a good balance be-

tween military and family.

glimpses of himself in the film, it
wasn’t his own contributions that
impressed him most.

“It looks so real onscreen,” he
says. “They really made an effort to
find these lush, spectacular sets.

9

Mel Gibson plays Benjamin
Martin who organizes a
ragtag militia and starts a
guerrilla campaign in ‘The
Patriot.’




D16 Sz Josere News-PRESS

FrIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2006

On the rails

Ed Gentry's film project rolls into First
Ward House for ninth time

By CRYSTAL K. WIEBE
crystalwiebe @npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Press

First Ward House regulars
know it’s that time of year
again.

It’s time for local filmmaker
E&Gentry to show the next
installment of his video
series about the interurban
railroad.

“Fallen Flags: Interurban

_the Epic Video Part IX”
makes, well, number nine.

“It’s evolved into becoming
the Saturday before the Super
Bowl,” Ed says.

Hence, the Roman numerals
after.each segment’s title.

“The bar just kind of stops

for Ed’s video,” wife Deb Gen-

try says.

But they won’t stop forever.
Ed says he edited “Fallen
Flags” to 42 minutes, a length
he’s had success with over the
years.

- “Basically, 42 minutes is the
maximum length of time peo-
ple can watch a movie in a
bar,”” he says.

Ed’s are the only movies
owner Bill Beasley shows at
First Ward.

“Ed’s a great guy and he’s
very thorough in his investi-
gation of the interurban rail-
road,” Beasley says.

This year, Ed also will show

r ON THE TRACKS

1821 N. Third St.

¥ Ed Gentry premiers his movie, “Fallen Flags: Interurban the
Epic Video, Part iX,” at 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4, at First
Ward House, 2101 St. Joseph Ave. The film rolls again at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 9, at Washington _um_‘x _._cqm?

IVAL LAWHON JR./St. Joseph News-Press

Ed mm__.z and his granddaughter, Chelsea Easton, pose by a steam engine at the Patee House Museum that is

featured in his new film.

an “encore presentation” of
his project five days later at
Washington Park Library.

“First Ward House has lim-
ited seating and it’s not good
acoustics to watch a history
documentary on the big
screen,” he says.

Ed also hopes viewers will
appreciate the library’s
smoke-free atmosphere.

" Those who’ve followed Ed’s
project from the start have
witnessed lessons in local
railroad history, along with
the development of his step-
grandchildren.

Chelsea Easton, 12, has
appeared in the videos since
she was 3.

“I like being on camera,”

she says.

_In “Part VIIL,” Ed captured
Chelsea and her younger sis-
ter Antigone fighting over
who would read a passage on
camera.

This year, a more mature
Chelsea says she netted sig-
nificantly more screen time
than 8-year-old “Tiggy.”

“Ever since I was older, I've
been getting more parts,”
Chelsea says.

The theme of “Fallen
Flags” connects current
events to St. Joseph’s railroad
history

“What I tried to do this past
year was film the beautiful
buildings before they're
destroyed,” Ed says.

The climax of “Fallen
Flags” includes footage of
destruction that began on
Heartland Regional Medical
Center’s downtown campus
last year. Ed means for the
contemporary images to
remind viewers how easily
institutions can be erased.

“The fact is that when the.
hospital is destroyed, it will
be gone from people’s memo-
ry within a couple of
decades,” he says.

Just like another building
that doesn’t exist anymore.

“Once upon a time, this
beautiful Union Station was
in downtown St. Joseph,” Ed
says. “I'm still looking for pic-
tures of that.”




F phota idea? Call City Editor Steve Booher at 277-8583. Or e-mail news@npgeo.com

Wl Auditions

Li

#& held for
- movie

| /] ~20-08
By KATHY CRAWFORD
‘ St, Joseph News-Press

{  Actors and horse riders an-
swered' a casting call at the
Pony Express Museum Satur-
day, hoping to land a part in
| an updated video for museum
| visitors and an extended DVD.
Jim Conlon, who produced
‘ “St. Joseph, Days of Civil War,”
will write, direct and produce
| the video and DVD. He said the
| DVD will be available for sale
at the museum and other loca-
ERIC KEITH/St Joseph News-Press  t1011S throughout St. Joseph.

istin Rother looked the part of a rider when he auditioned as Johnny Fry for the Pony Express Museum’s in-house video Saturday ~ Lhe extended version will
lernoon.

Pigase see ACTORS/Page B5
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liefs ta?kle St. Joseph commercial
72095

Y RAFFENSPERGER
Editor

'weeks from now, Kansas
fs football players Brian
Eon and Pellom McDani-
be focused on tackling

j ball carriers.
dnesday, the two profes-

F-letes were in St. Joseph
he  big challenge was

ig a golden palomino

med Yellar.

ction took place at the

press National Memorial,
few locations where the

ters helped make a com-
ifor the St. Joseph Con-

End Visitors Bureau.
ike you are straining,”
tor said as Washington

Fto help boost the 292-
cDaniels into the saddle.

ve will be, don’t worry,”

Ehington, who recently
e Valentino’s restaurant

ieph. _

fidden a horse before,”
Is said later. “But it’s

nile.”

Ecenes were shot at Patee
useum, where the play-
by waving on a trolley

lhe Pony Express statue;

)m cowboy hats at the

plant; and finally eating

oncept _is to show the
aving fun at tourist sites
ng: “St. Joseph’s a great
pend the weekend before
b.”
eating pizza, the Chiefs
hey’ve almost forgotten
e football game. They are
h piling into a car and
" down Interstate 29 to-
rowhead Stadium. As the
zes past, one of the play-
heard saying: “It’s easy
in time in St. Joseph.”
Jones, who coordinated
ect, said the commercial
rired on stations in Om-
Lincoln, Neb., in August
ember.
re showing the players at
Fts in town and saying if
s can have fun here, you
E fun, too,” Jones said.
1d like for people in Ne-
nd Iowa who are coming
a Chiefs game to stop
t. Joseph.” Staff photo by IVAL LAWHON JR.

sald the commercial, be- Kansas City Chief Pellom McDaniels gets a ington. The players were in town to appear in a

uced by KQTV, will cost boost up onto a horse from his brother Rico commercial for the St. Joseph Convention and
pase see Chiefs/Page 3A McDaniels, in back, and teammate Brian Wash- Visitors'Bureau.
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Daily living

Leucht recalls involvement in making two silent movies.

Reel Reflections

William Leucht’s movie house career
spanned from silent flicks to the '50s

' nois Avenue and .managed it for In 1918, Uncle Sam called and

By AL!CE McVICKER Ben Putter, *’ he recalled. “When I Leucht joined the Navy. But the
Staff Wr_'tef started they charged five cents one year of service to his country
admission, but they weren’t doing (_iidn’t inter_rupt kgeping his hands
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n picture machine and
on pictures for the Navy.-
he service, he returned to
)y, which he eventually
» owning. In 1929, he pur:

1e Olive Theater, which he-

r six years.
5 showing movies in al-
ry theater in St. Joseph
at era, Leucht tried his
aking three silent mov-
t. Joseph area movie
sing local talent. In 1923,
%ﬂs film debut with ““The
Oy.”
t said the film was a
Be comedy’’ dealing with
lows in a small country
ng for the affections of a
ng young girl. “‘I played
e gangsters who steal the
the blacksmith ends up
igirl.
1a copy of that film, but it
[sappeared. My father
the camera for it and I
jand wrote it.”
m Leucht would have ac-
ade his debut in was ‘“The
‘which he started in 1916,
is never completed. .
iseph Adopts A Baby’’ was
¢ film Leucht assisted in
His daughter explained
an came to St. Joseph with
aind wanted local people to
3 in it.
Et, she said, centered on a
llow who had applied to
baby. When he received
Lpick the baby up at the
ion, he was surprised to
that the baby was an
1d girl, whom he later fell
ith.
1940-44, Leucht expanded
e showing business to the
ms and put on what were
merchant sponsored
this was also while work-
yard and claim clerk for
t Western Railroad from
66. (On Nov. 1, he retired
years of custodial service
ind Baptist Church, where
ctive member).
ss Leucht said their fon-
nories in the theater busi-
'e at the Savoy because ““it
amily affair,”” with her
sther selling the tickets,
|dfather taking the tickets
fing the music to accom-
¢ silent films and her fa-
Fg the projection work as
laying music.
was while at the Savoy,
hcht met his late wife,
He recalled, ‘I was put-
wdvertising out in front of
ter when she and her girl-

Staff photos by ROBERT ROGERS

William Leucht examines a reel from his collection of old films.

friend walked up. The show had
already started, so I let them in
anyway and never made them
pay.”

The biggest change in motion
picture history also occurred while
Leucht owned the Savoy and that
was when talkies came into being
in 1929. He said the first talkie he
remembers showing was ‘‘The
Singing Fool’’ starring Al Jolson.

“Things (in the movie business)
moved so fast after that and con-
ditions seemed so unnatural,”
Leucht said, ‘“that it seems almost
like a dream — like they just
couldn’t have happened.”’

Although Leucht retired from
the motion picture business in 1955
after spending 47 years in it, he
can still relive it through his col-
lection of films. He has copies of
films by such stars as Shirley
Temple, Charles Chaplin, Laurel
and Hardy, Harold Lloyd and Bus-

ter Keaton, as well as, a dozen or
more of Walt Disney cartoons. He
also has a copy of ‘“The Great
Train Robbery,”” which was one of
the first films to tell a story and to
employ the technique of editing.

When asked what his favorite
film is, the great-grandfather re-
plied he didn’t have one. “If you
bring out a good comedy, they're
all alike to me. Sometimes I turn
on the TV without the sound and I
can tell more about it (the show)
without the sound.”

Leucht said he doesn’t really
have a favorite star either. ‘“But
for comedies I like Buster Keaton
better than any of them.”

Over the years, the number of
local theaters has dwindled, which
Leucht blames mainly on the in-
vention of television and not the
automobile. ‘

“TV has been the ruination of

everything. When TV came in,
they started taking movies off the

screen and putting them on TV

and people started staying at
home.

“I remember when radio first
came on while I was at the Savoy,
they started having prizefights
and you couldn’t get anyone in the
show. So we put a radio in the show

_and people came in and for 10

cents they could hear the fights
and see the movies too. That’s a
way we beat radio, but we couldn’t
hardly put in a TV to beat it. the
theater business when TV came-
along.”

And Leucht concluded with even
stronger opinions of the movies
Hollywood is making these days.
“They’re lousy. There’s too much
sex. They need to go back to the old
stories. I don’t think they know a
good story anymore.’’




